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Pusiic Law 601, 79TH CoNnGRESS 


The legislation under which the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities operates is Public Law 601, 79th Congress [1946], chapter 
753, 2d session, which provides: 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress assembled, * * * 


PART 2—RULES OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
RuLE X 


SEC. 121. STANDING COMMITTEES 
* * * * * * * 


17. Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine Members. 


Rue XI 


POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 
* * * * * * * 


(q) (1) Committee on Un-American Activities. 

(A) Un-American activities. 

(2) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subecommit- 
tee, is authorized to make from time to time investigations of (i) the extent, 
character, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(ii) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American propa- 
ganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and attacks 
the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitution, and 
(iii) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress in any necessary 
remedial legislation. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such investi- 
gation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such 
times and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, 
has recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by any such chairman, and may be served by any person 
designated by any such chairman or member. 


* * * * * * * 
Rute XII 
LEGISLATIVE OVERSIGHT BY STANDING COMMITTEES 


Src. 136. To assist the Congress in appraising the administration of the laws 
and in developing such amendments or related legislation as it may deem neces- 
sary, each standing committee of the Senate and the House of Representatives 
shall exercise continuous watchfulness of the execution by the administrative 
agencies concerned of any laws, the subject matter of which is within the jurisdic- 
tion of such committee; and, for that purpose, shall study all pertinent reports 
and data submitted to the Congress by the agencies in the executive branch of 
the Government. 
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RULES ADOPTED BY THE 85TH CONGRESS 
House Resolution 5, January 3, 1957 


* * * * * = 
RULE X 
STANDING COMMITTEES 


1. There shall be elected by the House, at the commencement of each Con- 


gress, 
* * * * * * * 
(q) Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine Members. 
* * * * * * * 
Rue XI 
POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 
* * * * * * * 


17. Committee on Un-American Activities. 

(a) Un-American activities. 

(b) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommittee, 
is authorized to make from time to time investigations of (1) the extent, char- 
acter, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(2) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American prop- 
aganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and 
attacks the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitu- 
tion, and (3) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress 
in any necessary remedial legislation. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such investi- 
gation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such times 
and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, has 
recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by any such chairman, and may be served by any person 
designated by any such chairman or member. 

* * * * * * * 


26. To assist the House in appraising the administration of the laws and in 
developing such amendments or related legislation as it may deem necessary, 
each standing committee of the House shall exercise continuous watchfulness 
of the execution by the administrative agencies concerned of any laws, the subject 
matter of which is within the jurisdiction of such committee; and, for that 
purpose, shall study all pertinent reports and data submitted to the House by 
the agencies in the executive branch of the Government. 
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SYNOPSIS 


Public hearings were held in Boston, Mass., March 18-21, 1958. 
during which the committee received valuable testimony concerning 
current Communist Party activities in the New England area. 

Armando Penha, an undercover operative for the FBI from 
1950 to the date of his appearance, testified extensively concerning 
the inner workings of the higher echelon of the Communist con- 
spiracy. Mr. Penha had held the positions of section organizer for the 
Communist Party in the New Bedford area; chairman of the Bristol 
County, Mass., Communist Party; chairman of the Regional Section 
Organizers Committee; member of New England District Commit: 
tee; member from New England of the National Textile Commission ; 
and attended meetings of the New England District Metals Commis- 
sion of the Communist Party. 

Assessing the seriousness of the Communist Party today, Mr. Penha 
declared : 


Based on my experiences, I feel—and I am sure that I am 
absolutely correct—that the Communist conspiracy, by and 
large today, is much stronger than it has ever been. * * * 
The party has strengthened itself every time that it weeds out 
weaklings, those that they suspect, those who do not accept 
the party discipline, and as such it becomes stronger. 


During the 8 years that he was in the Communist Party, Mr. Penha 
had known approximately 400 members of the party. Of this number, 
between 285 and 315 operated in the New England area. In the course 
of his testimony, Penha identified by name over 200 Communist Party 
members he had personally known, including top-flight functionaries 
of the National Committee of the Communist Party. 

In connection with the current organizational structure of the party, 
he testified : 


The Communist apparatus is established with the National 
Committee as being the top functionary body. 

In the National Committee level, there are also various 
types of national groups. You have your National Executive 
Committee, you have National Commissions, various depart- 
ments. In all I would say there are about 8 or 9. From there 
it drops down to the district level, New England being the 
District No.1. New England encompasses the areas of Ver- 
mont, Maine, New Hampshire, Massachusetts. 

From the district level, it drops down to county level if 
they exist. Attimesthey donot. From there it drops down 
to section levels, known as cities and its suburban areas. 
From there it drops down to clubs or cells. These are small 
groups. They comprise membership in specific areas, par- 
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ticularly in organizations. From that it drops down to 
neighborhood groups or neighborhood clubs. From that it 
goes into individuals who, for one reason or another, should 
not be placed in clubs and/or cells. 


Mr. Penha testified that the revenue of the Communist Party is 
derived from many and varied sources, including: 

(a) Dues based on earnings. 

(0) Assessments, also based on earnings. 

(c) Financial “angels” who may or may not be actual party 
members, but who contribute to the party causes. Penha cited 
as an example one Maud D’haze, deceased, who left an estate of 
approximately $20,000. This estate was not left to the Communist 
Party per se, but to the leaders of the Communist Party in the 
New England area, with the understanding that the money would 
be directed ultimately into the coffers of the Communist Party. 
Penha identified D’haze and all of the beneficiaries as members 
of the Communist Party. Two of the beneficiaries, Anne Burlak 
Timpson and Otis Archer Hood, both leaders of the Communist 
Party in New England, were called as witnesses and interrogated 
concerning the distribution of the D’haze estate. Both invoked 
their constitutional privileges against self-incrimination. 

(d) Sale of various items. Penha cited as an example the 
sale of pen and pencil sets, 1,000 of which were sold by comrades 
within the New England district, with the proceeds directed into 
the party treasury. 

(e) Solicitation of funds through front groups which are cre- 
ated, or infiltrated and controlled, by the party, but which bear 
no open association with the party. Such funds ultimately are 
lodged in the party treasury. 

(f) From labor organizations controlled by the Communist 
Party. Cited as an example was the United Electrical, Radio & 
Machine Workers in the New Bedford area. 

The National Textile Commission of the Communist Party, of which 
Mr. Penha was a member, was established by the National Committee 
of the Communist Party in 1955. The purpose of the Textile Commis- 
sion was to direct further colonization and infiltration by the Commu- 
nist Party into the textile industry, particularly in the South. The 
North was to contribute experienced colonizers and money. In connec- 
tion with this endeavor, Mr. Penha took a trip to the South where he 
was in contact with top Communist Party leaders and colonizers, par- 
ticularly in North Carolina, a center of the textile industry in the 
South. The technique of colonization, according to Mr. Penha, is being 
applied by the party in all types of major industry. 

Mr. Penha who was in active contact with the Communist under- 
ground described the stringent security measures exercised in the un- 
derground operation. Some members completely divorced themselves 
from the open apparatus of the party and, in most instances, com- 
pletely separated themselves from their families. They assumed false 
identities and used various devices to alter their physical appearance. 
They lived in the homes of trusted party members and all contact with 
the open apparatus was handled through couriers. 

Mr. Penha furnished the committee a detailed summary of the Com- 
munist Party front groups which had formerly operated, or were cur- 
rently operating, in the New England area. He identified a number 
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of members of the front groups as Communists. Some of the groups 
named as Communist fronts by Penha were the New England Citizens 
Concerned for Peace, the New Bedford Peace Committee, the New 
Bedford Committee to Fight Unemployment, the Progressive Party, 
the Labor Youth League, Save Our Sons Committee, and the Ameri- 
can Committee for Protection of Foreign Born. 

In 1952, while accompanying the New England district Communist 
organizer, Mike Russo, who was then operating in the background, 
Mr. Penha was present in a secret meeting with Jonathan and David 
Lubell, then students at Harvard University. The Lubells were Com- 
munist organizers among the students at various institutions of higher 
education in the Boston area. They turned over $150 which they had 
collected in dues from the students at these institutions. 

Another person who contributed materially to the committee’s work 
in Boston was Mrs. Carol Foster of Nashua, N. H. Like Mr. Penha, 
Mrs. Foster had been an undercover operative for the FBI. She had 
been active in the party since 1947. Her principal area of activity was 
in the State of New Hampshire. She had held the office of secretary 
of the Nashua group of the Communist Party and was a member of 
the New Hampshire State Committee, which was a part of District 
1 of the Communist Party, and encompassed most of New England. 

Mrs. Foster confirmed Mr. Penha’s testimony that the Communist 
Party posed a serious threat to our country today. She identified sev- 
eral score individuals as Communist Party members in the New Eng- 
land area. 

Two of the persons she identified as members of the Communist 
Party were Rev. Albert D’Orlando and his wife, Polly. Mr. D’Orlando 
had been a minister of a church in Wilton, N. H., from approximately 
1946 to 1950. Mrs. Foster testified that she was introduced to Mr. 
D’Orlando by the Communist Party chairman of New Hampshire, 
Mrs. Elba Chase Nelson. For a period of several years she collected 
the Communist Party dues of Mr. D’Orlando and his wife. 

The Reverend Mr. D’Orlando, who now resides in New Orleans, La., 
appeared before the committee in executive session on March 14, 1958. 
When asked about his previous Communist Party membership, he 
invoked his constitutional privileges concerning the period prior to 
1946. He denied membership subsequent to that date, but testified that 
he had contributed money to the Communist Party during the time 
he was a minister in Wilton, N. H. 

Mrs. Foster also furnished valuable information concerning the op- 
eration of Communist-front groups, particularly the Progressive 
Party which, during its period of operation in New Hampshire, was 
completely controlled by the Communist Party. 

Irving Fishman, Deputy Collector of Customs at the Port of New 
York, and his administrative assistant, Miss Eleanor Suske, testified 
about the importation and dissemination of Communist propaganda 
in the Boston area. Mr. Fishman stressed the need for amendments 
to the Foreign Agents Registration Act to require the labeling of for- 
eign Communist propaganda prior to its importation. He stated that, 
based on a survey conducted by his office within a 2-month period im- 
mediately prior to the hearings, there were approximately 80,000 
pieces of foreign Communist propaganda passing through the port of 
New York, destined for the New England area. None of this propa- 
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ganda was labeled in accordance with the provisions of the Foreign 
Agents Registration Act. 

Additional testimony concerning propaganda on the domestic level 
was given by Mr. Penha, who testified that the Communist Party had 
secreted mimeographing machines in the homes of trusted Commn- 
nist Party members. These machines were to be used to produce prop- 
aganda material in the event the party was forced to eliminate its open 
publications. 

Hon. Louis C. Wyman, Attorney General of the State of New Hamp- 
shire, testified extensively concerning various sections of H. R. 99387 
the omnibus security bill pending before the committee. 

In addition to the persons indicated above who cooperated with the 
committee, 29 other persons were called as witnesses. These persons 
had been identified under oath as members of the Communist Party 
and, in most instances, were leaders of the Communist Party in the 
New England area. Their employment covered a variety of occupa- 
tions and professions. Two of the witnesses, David M. Fein and Elias 
Snitzer, were professors at the Lowell Technological Institute. Mr. 
Fein denied current Communist Party membership, but invoked the 
privileges of the fifth amendment concerning prior membership. Mr. 
Snitzer likewise denied current Communist Party membership, but 
refused to give the committee any information when questioned con- 
cerning prior membership and activities in the Communist Party. 

Douglas Perry, UE organizer in the New England area, who 
had been identified by Mr. Penha as a hard-core Communist Party 
member, invoked constitutional privileges against self-incrimination 
when asked concerning the validity of Penha’s testimony. 

Joseph Sherman and Benning Maskiewicz testified that they were 
not citizens of the United States and refused to state whether or not 
they were members of the Communist Party. Mr. Maskiewicz has 
been a resident of the United States for 46 years; Mr. Sherman for 36 
years. The subcommittee recommended that both cases be referred to 
the Immigration and Naturalization Service for possible deportation. 

Of the remaining witnesses, all invoked the fifth amendment, with 
the exception of three. Two of these admitted Communist Party 
membership, and the third refused to answer any questions but in- 
voked the first amendment. 

In concluding the hearings the chairman of the subcommittee stated 
in part as follows: 


In the few days that we have been here, we believe we have 
had a fair sampling of several phases of Communist subver- 
sive operations, especially in this area. 

What then has been accomplished, in our judgment, as 
a result of these hearings? These are some of the accom- 
plishments: 

In the first place, we have seen repetition here in the Bos- 
ton, New England area, of a pattern of Communist activities 
and techniques which verifies and confirms the very same pat- 
tern of secret and habitually deceitful and subversive activi- 
ties and tactics throughout our Nation. 

We also have brought forth reliable evidence proving that 
there is in this highly sensitive and important industrial area 
a Communist Party activity which should be paid more atten- 
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tion by the public officials, both municipal and statewide, 
in cooperation with the Federal officials. 

More specifically, there has been developed here new and 
convincing evidence regarding the existing loopholes in the 
Foreign Agents Registration Act, and other existing legisla- 
tion, designed to identify and stem the flood of Communist 
pr opag: anda that is daily reaching the shores of our Nation 
from Soviet Russia, and “from other people, specifically doing 
if: ani cooperation with the eau! Communist control of the 
Soviet Republic in this cold wa 

And we wish to emphasize Fiat this Communist subversive 
activity right here in the New England area and throughout 
our Nation is part of the cold war—it is not just merely prop- 
aganda—it is part of the cold war. There are no bullets 
being fired, but it is war nevertheless. 

There has also been revealed further reliable factual Com- 
munist underground strategy and tactics penetrating entirely 
legitimate and loyal organizations, church groups, labor 
groups, youth groups, schools, lodges, and public offices. 

There has also been revealed further definite information 
respecting efforts of the Communist conspiracy to penetrate 
certain vital industries by way of colonizing by Communists, 
many of whom hold high degrees in education, bachelors of 
science and engineers; “and yet, fulfilling their Communist 
Party dedication, they take menial jobs, at far less salaries in 
sensitive industry i in order to carry out Communist Party di- 
rectives, than they could earn at the profession for which 
they are especially equipped and trained. 

We will take back to Washington for consideration by the 
Congress all the factual material here gained in connection 
with our study and consideration for the enactment of 
legislation. 

"There is , however, a collateral result, which is very valuable 
and continuing, as a result of these hearings, which I believe 
will have a salutary and important effect on this entire geo- 
graphical area. This should be a daily reminder for you 
folks who have the pleasure, privilege, and inspiration of 
living in this area, of the contmuous Communist Party sub- 
versive threat, both day and night, not merely as a philo- 
sophical concept, but as a menacing dynamic force of intrigue 
and subversion, operating as part of the Soviet cold war 
against the American way of life, which was, in fact, born 
right here within a mile of this building. 
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INVESTIGATION OF COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE 
NEW ENGLAND AREA—PART 1 


TUESDAY, MARCH 18, 1958 


Untrep States House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE 
CoMMITTEE ON UN-AMeERICAN ACTIVITIES, 
Boston, Mass. 
PUBLIC HEARING 


A subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities met, 
pursuant to call, at 10:09 a. m. in courtroom No. 3, the United States 
Courthouse and Post Office Building, Boston, Mass., Hon. Morgan M. 
Moulder (chairman of the subcommittee) presiding. 

Committee members present: Representatives Morgan M. Moulder, 
of Missouri; Clyde Doyle, of California; Bernard W. Kearney, of 
New York; and Robert J. McIntosh, of Michigan (appearance as 
noted). . 

Stat members present: Richard Arens, staff director; George C. 
Williams and Frank Bonora, investigators. 

(Committee members present: Representatives Moulder, Doyle, 
and Kearney.) 

Mr. Moutprr. The subcommittee will come to order. 

Let the record show that pursuant to law and the rules of the Com- 
mittee on Un-American Activities, Chairman Francis EK. Walter has 
appointed a subcommittee for the purpose of conducting hearings 
here in Boston, Mass., composed of Representative Clyde Doyle, of 
California, who sits on my left, and Representative Bernard W. 
Kearney, of New York, who sits on my right. 

Other members who will be present tomorrow are Representative 
Edwin E. Willis, of Louisiana, and Representative Robert J. Mc- 
Intosh, of Michigan. 

I am Representative Morgan M. Moulder, acting chairman of the 
subcommittee. 

At this point there will be inserted in the record the resolution 
adopted on January 15, 1958, by the Committee on Un-American 
Activities authorizing the hearings. 

Let there also be inserted in the record at this point the order 
appointing the subcommittee. 

(The documents referred to follow:) 


EXceRPT FROM THE MINUTES OF JANUARY 15, 1958 


A motion was made by Mr. Scherer, seconded by Mr. Willis, and unanimously 
carried, approving and authorizing the holding of hearings in Boston, Mass., 
or at such other place as the chairman may designate, on such date or dates as 
the chairman may determine, and continuing from day to day, time to time, and 
place to place until the hearings are completed, and the conduct of investigations 
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deemed reasonably necessary by the staff in preparation therefor, relating to the 
following subjects and having the legislative purposes indicated: 

1. The extent, character and objects of Communist infiltration and Communist 
Party propaganda activities in the textile and other basic industries, both within 
and without the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, the legislative purposes being: 

(a) To obtain additional information for use by the committee in its con- 
sideration of section 16 of H. R. 9352, relating to the proposed amendment of 
section 4 of the Communist Control Act of 1954, prescribing a penalty for 
knowingly and wilfully becoming or remaining a member of the Communist 
Party with knowledge of the purposes or objectives thereof; and 

(6) To obtain additional information, adding to the committee’s overall 
knowledge on the subject so that Congress may be kept informed and thus 
prepared to enact remedial legislation in the national defense, and for in- 
ternal security, when and if the exigencies of the situation require it. 

2. Execution by administrative agencies concerned of laws requiring the 
listing of printing presses and machines capable of being used to produce or 
publish printed matter in the possession, custody, ownership, or control of the 
Communist Party or Communist fronts, the legislative purpose being to assist 
Congress in appraising the administration of title 50, United States Code, section 
786 (6), and in developing such amendments to the Internal Security Act of 
1950 as it may deem necessary. 

3. Communist techniques and strategy in the raising of funds for the benefit 
of the Communist Party, the legislative purpose being to determine whether a 
recommendation should be made tightening the laws relating to tax exemption 
which labor unions enjoy, and for the additional reasons set forth in items 1 (a) 
and (b) of this resolution. 

4. Entry and dissemination in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts of foreign 
Communist Party propaganda, the legislative purpose being to determine the 
necessity for, and advisability of, amendments to the Foreign Agents Registration 
Act designed more effectively to counteract the Communist schemes and devices 
now used in avoiding the prohibitions of the act. 

5. The extent, character and objects of Communist Party underground activi- 
ties within the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, the legislative purposes being 
set forth in items 1 (a) and (b) of this resolution. 

6. Execution by administrative agencies concerned, of laws relating to de- 
portation of aliens who are members of the Communist Party, the legislative 
purpose being to assist Congress in appraising the administration of section 241 
(a) (6) of the Immigration and Nationality Act (66 Stat. 204-206), and in de- 
veloping such amendments to that act as may be deemed necessary. 

7. Any other matter within the jurisdiction of the committee which it, or 
any subcommittee thereof, appointed to conduct this hearing, may designate. 


Marcu 12, 1958. 
To: Mr. RricHarpd ARENS, Staff Director, House Committee on Un-American 
Activities: 

Pursuant to the provisions of law and the rules of this committee, I hereby 
appoint a subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities, consisting 
of Representative Morgan M. Moulder, as chairman, and Representatives Clyde 
Doyle, Edwin E. Willis, Bernard W. Kearney, and Robert J. McIntosh, as as- 
sociate members, to conduct hearings in Boston, Mass., Tuesday through Friday, 
March 18, 19, 20, and 21, 1958, at 10 a. m., on subjects under investigation by the 
committee and take such testimony on said days or succeeding days, as it may 
deem necessary. 

Please make this action a matter of committee record. 

If any member indicates his inability to serve, please notify me. 

Given under my hand this 12th day of March, 1958. 

FRANCIS H. WALTER, Chairman, 
Committee on Un-American Activities. 


Mr. Moutprer. The hearings, which begin today in Boston, are in 
furtherance of the powers and duties of the committee pursuant to the 
provisions of Public Law 601 of the 79th Congress, which not only 
establishes the broad jurisdiction of this committee, but mandates 
this committee, along with other standing committees of the Congress, 
to exercise continuous watchfulness of the execution by the administra- 
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tive agencies concerned of any laws, the subject matter of which is 
within the jurisdiction of the committee. 

In response to this general mandate, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities is constantly checking factual information which will assist 
it in appraising the operation of such laws as the Internal Security 
Act of 1950, the Foreign Agents Registration Act, the Communist Con- 
trol Act of 1954, and various criminal statutes pertaining to subver- 
sion. 

We know that the strategy and tactics of the Communist conspiracy 
in the United States are constantly changing for the purpose of avoid- 
ing detection and in an attempt to beguile the American people and 
the Government respecting its true nature. To cope with these 
changes and to strengthen our security laws, a number of legislative 
proposals are pending before the committee. 

The most recent and comprehensive proposal is in the form of an 
omnibus security bill, H. R. 9937, which Chairman Walter introduced, 
and which represents the most comprehensive effort ever made to deal 
with the many legislative problems in the field of internal security. It 
is the hope of the committee that factual information obtained at this 
hearing will be of assistance in the consideration and appraisal of the 
numerous provisions of this bill. 

When investigating Communists and Communist activities, this 
committee frequently has been met with numerous false and un- 
founded charges respecting the nature of our work and our objective. 
Such charges will not dissuade us from our duty. We seek the facts 
and only the facts. Insofar as it is within the power of this com- 
mittee, as a part of the United States Congress, we shall obtain 
the facts and we shall do so within the framework of carefully pre- 
scribed procedures of justice and fair play. 

The work of this committee becomes more difficult with each pass- 
ing year because more and more the functions of the Communist 
mechanism operate underground. It is essential and important to 
remember that the effectiveness of the Communist operation bears 
absolutely no relationship to the size of the Communist Party as 
a formal entity. The fanatic, compact hard-core elite which today 
constitutes the backbone of the Communist operation in this country 
is a greater menace than ever before. 

They look for recessions and unemployment in every city so they 
have a tangible reception to their poisonous propaganda. 

It must also be borne in mind that the Communist operation, both 
above and below the surface, is part of a worldwide conspiracy backed 
by all of the material, financial, and educational resources of the 
Soviet empire which is, and has been for some time, at war with the 
one nation which stands in the way of its world domination—the 
United States of America. 

‘It is the standing rule of this committee that any person identified 
as a member of the Communist Party during the course of the com- 
mittee hearings will be given an early opportunity to appear before 
the committee, if he desires, for the purpose of denying or explaining 
any testimony adversely affecting him. It is also the policy of the 
committee to accord any witness the privilege of being represented 
by counsel; but within the provisions of the rules of this committee, 
his sole and exclusive prerogative is to advise his client. 
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I would remind those present that a disturbance of any kind or an 
audible comment during the hearing will not be tolerated. This is 
a serious proceeding in which we are earnestly trying to discharge 
an important and arduous duty with the general objective of main- 
taining the security of this great Nation. 

The rules of the House of Representatives prohibit the taking of 
pictures and broadcasting of any type during the course of the hear- 
ing, and we expect the photographers and broadcasters to cooperate 
and comply with this rule. 

Are you ready to proceed, Mr. Counsel ? 

Mr. Arens. Yes, sir. Are you ready for the first witness, Mr. 
Chairman ? 

Mr. Moutper. Yes. 

Mr. Arrens. Mr. Armando Penha, please come forward and remain 
standing while the chairman administers an oath to you. 

Mr. Movrprr. Do you solemnly swear that the testimony which 
you are about to give before this subcommittee of the Committee on 
Un-American Activities will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Penna. Ido. 

Mr. Movutprr. Please havea seat. 


TESTIMONY OF ARMANDO PENHA 


Mr. Arrns. Please identify yourself, sir, by name, residence, and 
occupation. 

Mr. Penna. My name is Armando Penha. I live at 22 Dover 
Street, Fairhaven, Mass. I am an inspector at Acushnet Process Co., 
at present on leave of absence. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Penha, are you now, this moment, a member of the 
Communist Party? 

Mr. Penna. Yes, sir, 

Mr. Arens. Are you ideologically in sympathy with the Com- 
munist Party ? 

Mr. Penna. Absolutely not, sir. 

Mr. Arens. When did you join the Communist Party? 

Mr. Penna. In the very early part of 1950. 

Mr. Arens. And during all that time you have been a member of 
the Communist Party at the behest of the Federal Bureau of Investi- 
gation; is that correct? 

Mr, Penna, That is correct, sir. 

Mr. Arrens. You are here and now for the first time revealing public 
information which you have acquired as an undercover agent in the 
Communist Party; is that correct ? 

Mr. Penna. That is correct, sir. 

Mr. Arrens. Now, Mr. Penha, have you at any time since 1950 been 
in contact, directly or indirectly, with any agency of any State or of 
the Federal Government other than with the Federal Bureau of In- 
vestigation and with the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities ? 

Mr. Penna. No, sir. 

Mr. Arens. You have over the course of the last several months 
been in close contact with the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities; is that correct? 
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Mr. Penna, That is correct, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Please tell us the circumstances of your joining the 
Communist Party and precisely when you joined it. 

Mr. Penna. Yes, sir. Sometime in 1949, and I believe prior to that, 
I was under the impression, as an average American, that there was 
something that I could do in order to help our country maintain its 
freedom. At the time that Herbert Philbrick became known, I thought 
that there might be a possibility that I could offer my services to the 
Government. 

At a later date another undercover agent, Matt Cvetic, was dis- 
closed and more or less coincided with the fact that being an insur- 
ance salesman, which I believe was his occupation at one time, or 
connected with the insurance business, and where I was in the in- 
surance business, I felt then that, in all humility, I could offer my 
services if the Federal Bureau of Investigation would accept me. 

Mr. Arens. Did you offer your services to the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation ? 

Mr. Penna. Yes, I did. 

Mr. Arens. I will not at this time, Mr. Penha, dwell upon the de- 
tails of your admission into the Communist Party. I would like right 
now, if you please, sir, for you to tell us just the posts or offices or 
positions which you have held within the Communist Party since you 
joined it in 1950. 

Mr. Penna. Yes, sir. Some of the positions and posts that T held 
in the Communist Party have been that of section organizer for the 
New Bedford area, that is, the head Communist for that area. And 
I have also been chairman of the Bristol County area for the Com- 
munist Party, which comprises the cities of New Bedford, Taunton, 
and Fall River and its surrounding towns. 

I have also been chairman of the section organizers, Regional Sec- 
tion Organizers, I should say, Committee, which was a committee set 
up for the purpose of giving the opportunity, as the district leadership 
ee to increase the knowledge and in the future to become district 
eaders. : 

Among other positions I have held was that of being a member of 
the New England District Committee, which is the ranking committee 
that controls the Communist apparatus in New England. 

I have also been a member and delegate from New England for the 
Cee Party to the National Textile Commission in New York 

ity. 
fi Mr. ioe What position do you presently hold in the Communist 

arty ¢ 

Mr. Penna. My positions at the present are, to the best of my knowl- 
edge, district committee member, National Textile Commission mem- 
ber, and section organizer for New Bedford. 

Mr. Arens. Now, Mr. Penha, what is the last service which you 
have—— 

Mr. Penna. Mr. Director, may I just insert one correction there? 

Mr. Arens. If you please, sir. 

Mr. Penna. My name is rather unusual. I know that, but it is 
pronounced “Penya.” _ 
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Mr. Arens. We have in our associations with you, as you know, used 
another name; and that is the reason why, I explain now, I have diffi- 
culty actually addressing you by your right name. Isn’t that correct ? 

Mr. Penna. That is correct, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Tell us now on this public record what was the last 
service which you performed for the Communist Party, and when— 
prior to your appearance here just a few moments ago ? 

Mr. Penna. Well, sir, the last service was performed this past 
week, about three days ago; and during most of the entire week, that 
service was as head of the party apparatus in New Bedford. 

I was approached to give advice and obtain consultation from me 
in order to equip themselves as to how they should conduct them- 
selves before this committee. 

Mr. Arens. Could you give us, without dwelling too long on it, 
just a word as to the technique and advice that you, as a leading Com- 
munist in this area, gave the other comrades as to how they were to 
conduct themselves before this Committee on Un-American Activities. 

Mr. Penna. Yes, sir. One of the phases of my consultations and 
advice given to the comrades was supplying them with copies of re- 
ports of previous hearings in other areas throughout the country, in 
order to acquaint the comrades as to the procedure, the line of ques- 
tioning, and how a hostile witness answers in turn. 

Mr. Arens. May I insert this at this point, if you please, sir: The 
instructions which you have, in the course of the last several days, 
been giving the other comrades as to how they are to conduct them- 
selves before this committee were given to you by other persons in 
the apparatus, isn’t that correct ? 

Mr. Penna. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. You were a conduit for transmission of that instruc- 
tion ? 

Mr. Penna. That is correct, sir. 

Mr. Arens. We will get into that more a little later. 

Mr. Kearney. May I ask a question here, Mr. Chairman ? 

Mr. Mouxuper. Mr. Kearney. 

Mr. Kearney. Those persons to whom you gave such advice, were 
they all members of the party, or alleged members of the party, who 
were under subpena to appear here ? 

Mr. Penna. They were members of the Communist Party from 
the New Bedford area that were under subpena, yes, sir. 

Mr. Krarney. How many individuals were there, would you say? 

Mr. Penna. The ones that I contacted were three, sir, from the 
New Bedford area. I will correct that, sir,if I may? I stated that 
I contacted. I was first approached by one of them, and then a pre- 
liminary arrangement was made to contact the others. 

Mr. Arens. We expect in the course of the day to interrogate you 
on a number of items; and as we have told you and discussed with 
you privately, there are a number of items that we do not at this time 
want to go into with you in a public session because they necessitate 
considerable investigation. 

Mr. Penna. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. I should like at this time, as a point of departure in 
our general interrogation of you, please, sir, to ask you on the basis 
of your background and experience. how serious is the Communist 
Party menace in this area now? 
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Mr. Penna. Well, may I answer this way, sir? 

In answer to your question as to how serious the Communist Party 
menace is in this area, I would like to answer on the basis of not only 
in this area but throughout the entire United States. 

Mr. Arens. Please do so. 

Mr. Penwa. The reason for that is because of my experience and 
having been in various areas of the country, and I feel that I am 
better equipped to put it on a larger area than the New England area. 

Based on my experiences, I feel—and I am sure that I am absolutely 
correct—that the Communist conspiracy, by and large today, is much 
stronger than it has ever been. The question of numbers, as to how 
many persons are members of the Communist Party, the party in some 
way or other seemingly likes to play that up—as to loss of member- 
ship and so forth and that it has weakened. Nevertheless, that is not 
true. The party has strengthened itself every time that it weeds out 
weaklings, those that they suspect, those who do not accept the party 
discipline, and as such it becomes stronger. 

By and large, I would say, organizationally speaking, I do not know 
of any organization in the world that can equip itself and state that 
it has the qualifications of the Communist Party to operate organi- 
zationally. 

Mr. Arens. Is there a distinction that may justifiably be made be- 
tween a Communist and a technical member of the Communist Party 
as such ? 

Mr. Penua. Would you please repeat that? 

Mr. Arens. Are there Communists who are not technical members 
of the entity known as the Communist Party ? hots 

Mr. Penna. Yes, sir; there are. 

-Mr. Arens. Is the Communist Party a political party ? 

Mr. Penua. The Communist Party is not a political party in the 
sense that we understand here in the United States the two 
existing political parties. It is a conspiracy. Its objective is to de- 
feat these very political parties that exist, along with other aims. 

Mr. Arnns. How far underground is the Communist Party as an 
entity now ? 

Mr. Penna. Unfortunately, sir, it is very much underground. I 
would say it is deep freeze. They do use some members on the open 
scale for propaganda purposes. 

Mr. Arens. We will get into a number of items along that line a 
little later. I want to be sure that this record reflects your best judg- 
ment, based upon this intense experience, with reference to this concept 
of the activity of the Communist Party. I observed you used the word 
“deep freeze.” You do not mean to imply that the party is dormant, 
do you? . 

Mr. Penna. No, sir. 

Mr. Arens. The party is very active right now, is it not? 

Mr. Penna. That is absolutely correct. 

Mr. Arens. How does the party gain its strength? By what de- 
vices, by what techniques does it gain its potency ? 

Mr. Penna. There are many ways. One of them I may stress at 
this point is by means of infiltration. 

Mr. Arens. What do you mean by infiltration? Give us just a 
word about that, sir. 
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Mr. Penna. Well, sir, I will try to be brief on that, but it is ex- 
tremely difficult after 8 years to put in a nutshell just what infiltration 
is. However, I would say that infiltration is a means which the party 
uses in order to place a trusted member into industry or an organiza- 
tion for the purpose of serving the party’s interests. In doing so, this 
party member is in position to influence the mass workers of that par- 
ticular organization. ‘That is one of the aspects. 

We have also mass agitation. By mass agitation, the party finds 
here that it gives them an experience which [ am sure that our exist- 
ing political parties would not care to use because they would not 
consider themselves political parties; and that is one way to agitate 
in a mass form. In this sense they do it on the basis of creating an 
issue. If that issue is one that can serve the people at that particular 
time, all well and good. However, as time goes on, if the party sees 
that that issue is not beneficial to the party—in other words, as a 
result of the party’s putting its efforts into coordinating this issue 
and broadening it out to the extent that it adds its full impact, to 
the extent that the party feels that they have to gain control of this 
organization, they have to influence the masses involved in and around 
this organization, they will attempt also to influence any public of- 
ficials, whether it is local, State or Federal level. And mainly it 
serves as a basis—and I think this is the strongest point that I can 
raise—for giving a comrade the experience of leading masses, know- 
ing, how to handle situations, and above all it becomes a test for him 
as a leader—accepting poet discipline and also in indicating to the 
party whether or not he has absorbed the organizational abilities 
that the party has attempted to convey to him. 

Mr. Arens. Is there any doubt in your mind, based upon your 
background and experience, but that the Communist apparatus in 
~ the United States represents foreign agents of the Soviet Union on 
American soil ? 

Mr. Penna. There is no doubt at all, whatsoever in my mind. 

If I may, sir, { have a book here that will further implement not 
my opinion but the experiences that I have had in the Communist 
Party. In the Communist Party you do not criticize Russia. This 
fallacy of the Khrushchev enunciation on Stalin, of criticizing Russia, 
or criticizing some of its leaders or Stalin, is just another one of its 
gimmicks. It is another method of Mr. Khrushchev hoping to attain 
the position and prestige of Mr. Stalin. 

Now, I would like to just quote from a book that in the past the 
party has screened. It is Leninist works and Marxist works 
or something that is more or less general and it is Russian; it is not 
American. They may use parts of it, and so forth, which is not true. 
However, this book, 'Toward Soviet America—this book is published 
or, rather, written by Mr. Foster, an international leader in the Com- 
munist apparatus and national leader of the Communist Party. And 
I believe that in just reading a few lines here, it will indicate that 
my experiences and my belief that the Communist Party, U.S. A., is 
a tool of the Communist International bears out. 

Mr. Arens. Was that book given to you as part of your indoctrina- 
tion as a Communist ? 

Mr. Penna. This book was not, for one simple reason: They could 
not get it at the time and they in turn instructed me to see if I could 
get it elsewhere, which I was very fortunate in obtaining. 
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Mr. Arens. We expect to develop this issue a little later on this 
afternoon. I would suggest that you might just summarize the quo- 
tations there unless they are rather brief. 

Mr. Penna. They are brief, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Kindly allude to them, please, sir. 

Mr. Doyiz. May I inquire? 

Mr. Movuxprer. Mr. Doyle is recognized. 

Mr. Dorie. When and where was the book published ? 

Mr. Penna, This book was published in the United States I believe 
in 1932. 

Mr. Doytz. Does it show in what city and by what publishing 
company ? 

Mr. Penna. It says here, “Printed for International Publishers by 
Coward-McCann, Inc., New York.” 

Mr. Doyis. Thank you. 

Mr. Moutper. Mr. Kearney ? 

Mr. Knarney. This is William Z. Foster you are talking about? 

Mr. Penna. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kearney. Wasn’t he one of the 12 Communists who were in- 
dicted in the city of New York several years ago but was too ill to be 
tried ? 

Mr. Penna. Well, sir, it is sort of a farce to say that he was too ill. 
It was true that he did have a heart ailment. However, he was not 
too sick to write many books, many articles, and take a very active 
part in leading the Communist conspiracy in this country. 

Mr. Kearney. He is still well enough to be traveling around the 
country, preaching the doctrine of the Communist conspiracy today, 
isn’t he? 

Mr. Penua. That is correct, sir. There again is one of the tactics 
of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Arens. While you are looking for that quotation, may I ask 
you this question: Is the objective of the Communist apparatus in the 
United States conversion of the masses to communism or is it, on the 
other hand, conquest ? 

Mr. Penna. By and large the Communist Party knows—and I am 
speaking from experiences as resulted from top meetings that have 
been told to me—that the Communist Party will never at any given 
moment be able to convert the American public at large. They rea- 
lize that. The only way is to make use of the tools that Lenin has 
handed down, mainly force and violence. 

Mr. Krarney. Doesn’t Foster in his writings advocate force and 
violence ? 

Mr. Penna. Yes; he does, sir. 

Mr. Kearney. Didn’t he say, whether it is in your book or not, that 
when the time came in this country the Communist Party would be 
backed by the force of the Red Army ? 

Mr. Penna. That is correct, sir. He also states in this book that 
courts, lawyers, all types of legal apparatus that we have in our 
democratic system today will be abolished completely. 

Mr. Kearney. So, in other words, it is well for the American public 
to know today this is no game we are playing? 

Mr. Penna. The thing I have to say in regard to that, sir, is that 
unfortunately there is too much complacency in the American public. 


2096 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE NEW ENGLAND AREA 


It is only when the house is on fire that they seem to be worried about 
what is going on. 

Mr. Kearney. Isn’t Foster today the leader of the Soviet faction of 
the Communist Party in this country ? 

Mr. Penna. Sir, that isa very good question. He very definitely is; 
and a result of it is the fact that John Gates, who had been in prison, 
who had suffered as a Communist for the Communist cause, when 
he came out he took advantage of the Khrushchey denunciation and, 
as a result of that, he felt that there might be a possibility of estab- 
lishing communism as Tito did in Yugoslavia. However, Mr. Fos- 
ter saw fit not only to win the battle as he did, but to weed Johnny 
Gates out to the extent of putting the Daily Worker out of business, 
so that at a later time it will come into business as a tool and under 
the discipline of Mr. Foster and the Communist Party. 

Mr. Kearney. Would I be correct in bringing to the attention of 
the public of America this thought, that William Z. Foster is no 
more concerned with things representing America than, we will say 
for argument’s sake, this committee is with what the Communist 
Party believes in and its philosophy ? 

Mr. Penna. Would you repeat that, sir? 

Mr. Kearney. In other words, let me put it this way: 

Foster today, and for many years last past—ever since he joined 
the Communist Party, the Communist conspiracy, whatever you want 
to call it, with all his double talk—no more believes in things Ameri- 
can and the American way of life than we do in the Communist 
philosophy. 

Mr. Penna. That is absolutely correct, sir, not only Mr. Foster, 
but I would say all Communists that are hard-core members. They 
are not Americans. They are Communists. 

Mr. Arens. Now, sir, would you kindly allude to the quotation to 
which you referred / 

Mr. Penna. Yes, sir. Thank you,sir. And I quote: 

The Communist Party of the United States, in line with its program of 
class struggle, unites with the revolutionary workers of the world. It is the 
American section of the Communist International. The Communist Inter- 
national carries out a united revolutionary policy on a world scale with 
the necessary adaptations for the special conditions in the various countries. 
The Communist International is a disciplined world party; only such a party 
ean defeat world imperialism. Its leading party, by virtue of its great revo- 
lutionary experience, is the Russian Communist Party. 

I don’t want to indulge any further because there is too much to 
go on. 

Mr. Doyrx. On what page in the book is that, please ? 

Mr. Penna. Pages 258 and 259, sir. 

Mr. Dorie. Thank you. 

Mr. Arens. We will in the course of the day have a great number 
of specific questions on various facets of the conspiratorial opera- 
tions in this area known to you. 

I should like to ask 2 or 3 more general questions before we pro- 
ceed in the exploration of these many facets. 

First is this: In the course of your experience in the Communist 
Party up to today, what percentage of the comrades in this area 
did you come to know in view of the security system that they had? 

Mr. Penna. I will say, if I understand your question correctly, sir, 
it is pertaining to the New England area? 
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Mr. Arens. Yes, sir. In the New England area, about what per- 
centage of the comrades in this area did you become acquainted with ? 
Mr. Penna. Over a period of 8 years, I would say that I came in 
contact with approximately 60 to 65 percent of its membership. 
That, in terms of numbers ' 
Mr. Movrper. May I interrupt to ask: Did you cover the witness’ 
background, where he was born 

Mr. Arens. We expect to get into that in just a few moments. 

Mr. Moutper. Thank you. 

Mr. Penua. I would like to put it this way, sir, if I may, sir: During 
the 8 years that I was in the party, to the best of my recollection, I 
have known approximately 400 Communists. 

Mr. Arens. In the New England area? 

Mr. Penna. In the New England area I would say it would be 
somewhere between 285 to 315. 

Mr. Arens. Now for the comrades whom you knew, what is your 
best judgment as to the percentage they represented of the total 
apparatus in the New England area $ 

Mr. Penua. I would like to put it this way if I may, sir. Every 
section or practically every section in New England, and that section— 
by that I mean city and its surrounding areas—had a section com- 
mittee along with a section organizer, who is the head. In the case 
of New Bedford, when I first joined the party and when I first 
became a member of the Section Committee, as I recall, I believe there 
were approximately 7 or 8 members in the section committee. That 
represents, I would say, very accurately, 10 members for each member 
in that committee; and that holds true for New England. 

Mr. Arens. Then is it true, if I interpret your testimony correctly, 
that for each person whom you know in the echelon within the Com- 
munist Party in which you circulated, there were approximately 10 
other comrades in some other phase of the Communist Party 
apparatus ? 

Mr. Penna. That is correct, sir. 

Mr. Mouwprer. For each member that you knew ? 

Mr. Penna. Not for each member that I knew, because I did know 
many rank and file, too. I would say for each committee that I have 
known throughout the areas which I have known, I would say that 
for each 1 that I knew as a member of that committee there were 10 
Communists that he represented, directly or indirectly. 

Mr. Dorie. May I ask how many committees you knew? You have 
stated that there were 7 or 8 members in each section in each city. 
But how many committees ? 

Mr. Penna. May I correct that statement, sir? 

Mr. Dorie. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Penna. I stated when I first came into the party and I was 
first elevated in New Bedford to the Section Committee, there were 
either 7 or 8 members of that committee, I stated, in New Bedford. 
In some areas it does not apply, the same numbers. 

Mr. Doyrn. Now, may I make my question clear? How many cities 
or sections, to your knowledge as of now, have city committees, section 
committees, in New England? 

Mr. Penna. Well, sir, I would say from my experiences and recol- 
lection, aside from New Bedford you also have Fall River; you have 
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Providence, R. I.; you have Springfield; you have Lawrence; and 
you have various committees throughout greater Boston, Dorchester, 
and Rochester and so forth in Boston. 

Mr. Doytx. Thank you very much. 

Mr. Moutprr. May I suggest that the loudspeaking arrangement 
be turned lower or disconnected; we might hear the witness better 
without it than with it. 

Mr. Arens. Could you turn it down a little, please ? 

Now, sir, we have talked in general terms about the over-all ap- 
paratus. I have just 1 or 2 more questions and then I want to get into 
your own personal life, if you please, sir. 

You told us about the potency of the Communist apparatus, some- 
thing of the actual Communist agents at nerve centers in this society 
here in New England. Can you tell us the ratio, on the basis of 
your background and experience, of hard-core Communists to those 
who are under Communist discipline or who contribute to the work 
of the apparatus ? 

Mr. Penna. Sir, that is a question well put. I think it is a very 
pertinent one. You will find that approximately 40 to 60 percent of 
its membership are secret members, hard-core members, that are in- 
filtrated in various organizations, industry, fraternal organizations, 
and the like. This, of course, does not. mean that this remaining 
portion are not hard core, but they are in other levels. 

Mr. Arens. Is there any way you could appraise for us, based upon 
your experience in the Communist Party, the numbers who are not 
actually within the apparatus consciously but who serve the work, 
purpose, and objective of the apparatus under the stimulus of the 
apparatus? 

Mr. Penna. Sir, may Lask you this: Do I assume—— 

Mr. Movutper. May I interrupt, Mr. Arens?, Would you also add: 
“And also for the purpose of what they refer to as following a just 
and righteous cause, in many instances’ ? 

Mr. Arens. Yes, sir, if you please. 

Mr. Penna. That will be a loaded question. Sir, may I ask, first, 
I believe you are making reference to Communist sympathizers ? 

Mr. Arens. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Penna. I would say this very strongly—and this does not 
apply only to New England—that for every member of the Commu- 
nist Party there exists a minimum of 10 sympathizers who, in turn, 
can branch out and influence other people. 

Mr. Arens. Now, I should like, with this general series of ques- 
tions, if you please, sir, to let the record now reflect something of 
your own personal background and experience and also a word about 
your own tribulations as a Christian gentleman within this Godless 
apparatus. 

Mr. Penna. Thank you, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Tell us where you were born, when, and a little of your 
educational background and the principal employments which you 
have had, a little about your family, and the like; and then we will 
proceed into the details of the conspiracy in this area. 

Mr. Penna. Yes, sir. 

T was born in New Bedford, Mass., June 5, 1920. In 1932 I went, 
together with my parents, to Portugal, and I remained there until 
1940. I came back to this country at that time. Shortly thereafter, 
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I was employed for the United States Government as a censor and 
translator for the Office of Censorship in New York City. 

In 1942 I went into the service and, subsequently, after that, I was 
called into the military intelligence and became a member of it for 
approximately 32 months. 

hen I was discharged from the service, I was employed by the 
John Hancock Life Insurance Co. as an insurance salesman. 

And may I add at this time that, as a result of becoming a member 
of the Communist Party, I was not only instructed but told that if 
T wanted to progress, if I was to become a good, hard-core Communist, 
I would have to leave such an employment and get into the industrial 
field. I did, at a sacrifice of approximately $45 to $50 a week. I first 
went to Simon Supply Co. as a salesclerk. Then I followed into Ace 
Cabinet and, subsequently, to Acushnet Process Co. 

Insofar as my educational background is concerned, I believe it is 
just a typical average American; high school, business school, and a 
bachelor of laws degree. 

Mr. Arens. Now, sir, tell us just a word, if you please, about your 
family. Are you a family man? 

Mr. Penna. I am a family man; yes, sir. I would like to add at 
this point, if I may—and I hope that the gentlemen of the committee 
will bear with me in taking a few minutes in explaining this, because 
IT think it is highly pertinent—and that is, when I decided to join 
the Communist Party after approaching the FBI, I reported this to 
my wife. I felt it was my duty; that, if I was to ever succeed, she 
would have to share in the outcome. She said, “Yes.” And I would 
say that were it not for my wife, I don’t think I would have ever 
succeeded in the party. She has gone through many strenuous and 
difficult tasks in the party, entertaining party leaders, secret members, 
having them stay in my home, watching the children, seeing that they 
would not say anything out of line, and many other things. 

Mr. Arens. And could I impose upon your personal life just to 
this extent, not from the standpoint of prying but from the stand- 
point of making the record clear: Did the participation by yourself 
in the Communist Party in any way interfere with your normal par- 
ticipation in your religious convictions and in your religious ob- 
servances ? 

Mr. Penna. It certainly did, sir. I first would like to point out 
that, whether anyone present is a Jew, Protestant, or Catholic, let him 
remind himself that the fact he can go to his own church or synagogue 
at any time is a great privilege. I didn’t realize this until I got into 
the party. Sometimes I felt I may have had a headache or something, 
today I will not go to Mass. Once I was in the party I realized the 
very thing that I wanted, that I needed to be close to me, I did not 
have, I could not have. 

As a result of that, in the 8 years, I believe, I have been inside of 
the church no more than 12 times, in various areas of the country, 
and this taking the best of measures. 

However, I would like to point out at this time that although I do 
know the person I am going to speak about is a very humble person, 
if I may say so, and would not like to have me mention him, but he has 
been my inspiration, spiritual, as I could not be in church. Msgr. 
Walter Furlong, from Newton, has given me the greatest guidance and 
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assistance. Were it not for him I do not believe I could have carried 
the load I did. 

Mr. Doyiz. May I ask why you did not go to church more than 12 
times in 8 years? That is not quite clear to me. After you joined the 
party, why didn’t you go? What did the party have to do with it, 
if anything? They didn’t control where you went to church, did they ? 

Mr. Penna. Sir, they controlled every movement of life. They are 
atheists by nature, and if you go to church they want to know why. 
They do have some members that they want to be in church in order 
to infiltrate the various organizations within the church, but, as a 
whole, the hard-core Communists don’t believe in it, to start with. 
And if I was to go in there I wouldn’t be here today, I am sure. 

Mr. Doytx. Well, I deliberately asked you that question so that the 
record would be more clear as to what the discipline of the Communist 
Party isso far as religion is concerned. 

Mr. Penna. It was very strong, sir. é 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that we might 
take a 5-minute recess. 

Mr. Movuxuper. The committee will recess for a period of 5 minutes. 

(Brief recess. ) 

Mr. Movutper. The committee will be in order. 

(Committee members present: Representatives Moulder, Doyle, and 
Kearney. ) 

Mr. Moutper. Mr. Arens, you may proceed with the interrogation of 
the witness. 

Mr. Arens. Now, sir, would you kindly tell us who actually re- 
cruited you into the Communist Party, where, and within what entity 
of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Penna. The person that recruited me into the Communist 
Party was Joseph Figueiredo. At that time he was a section organizer 
for the New Bedford area. I don’t recall the rest of your question, sir. 

Mr. Arens. What section or what entity or unit or cell of the Com- 
munist Party did you first enter ? 

Mr. Penna. Well, I first entered a group which the section organizer, 
Joseph Figueiredo, was attempting to establish, and that was a so- 
called anti-Fascist group. It was, in other words, a group that was 
trying to make a wedge into the minority group in New Bedford, the 
Portuguese-speaking people. who by and large, I would say 99 percent, 
are anti-Communist. 

Mr. Arens. Was this group, notwithstanding the fact that 99 per- 
cent were anti-Communist, was it controlled by the conspiracy ? 

Mr. Penna. Sir, when I said 99 percent I meant the entire popula- 
tion of Portuguese extraction. 

Mr. Arens. I understand. 

Mr. Penna. I want you to understand that, sir. 

Mr. Arens. I understand. Was there an entity or organization that 
you entered ? 

Mr. Penna. Yes, sir. : 

Mr. Arens. What was the name of it? 

Mr. Penua. The organization that I entered—actually it was two- 
fold. I entered one without being a member of it, attending some of 
its meetings and seeing some of its members, and this one was known 
as the Alliance Liberal Portuguese Club (ALP). 

Mr. Arens. Did you enter it at the behest of the Communist Party? 
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Mr. Penna. I did not enter this club as a member. I entered this 
club in order to get acquainted with Communist sympathizers in there 
and to assist in the anti-Fascist action. The club that I entered 

Mr. Movuxper. Was it a discussion group, that which is sometimes 
referred to by the Communists as a discussion group ? 

Mr. Penna. Yes, sir. I think, if you will permit me, sir, later on 
I can go into that. 

Mr. Moutper. Proceed. 

Mr. Penna. The club that I did enter as a member, as a written 
member, was the Portuguese Republican Club of New Bedford. To 
show you the power, the influence of the Communist Party, in rela- 
tively 2 months as a member I became its secretary. 

Mr. Arens. That was because you were pushed by trained Com- 
munists ? 

Mr. Penna. Communist sympathizers in this club and ex-Commu- 
nists. 

Mr. Arens. Would you kindly tell us the first cell or section of the 
Communist Party to which you were attached ? 

Mr. Penua. I was attached to the Section Committee, I believe ap- 
proximately in July or August of 1950. 

Mr. Arens. That was the New Bedford Section Committee? 

Mr. Penna. That is correct, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Now, please, tell us the name of each person who at any 
time, to your certain knowledge, was a member of the New Bedford 
Section Committee of the Communist Party; and I have admonished 
you, as you know, prior to your appearance today, that we do not 
want you to identify, or to suggest identification of, any person on 
this public record who is not to your certain knowledge, based upon 
attendance by you in closed party meetings with that person, a mem- 
ber of the Communist Party. You understand that ? 

Mr. Penna. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. All right, sir. Now, would you kindly tell us the name 
of each person known to a certainty by you, because of attendance by 
you in a closed Communist cell meeting with that person, as a member 
of the New Bedford Section Committee. 

Mr. Penna. Sir,if I may first, I would like to state this 

Mr. Arens. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Penna. The persons that I have stated in my contacts with 
you—and which I hope it will bear out here—are persons that I defi- 
nitely know as Communists, being a Communist leader, I absolutely 
would know them. 

Mr. Arens. Would you kindly, then, give us the name of each per- 
son in the New Bedford Section Committee known by you to be a 
comrade ? 

Mr. Penna. In the New Bedford Section Committee? 

Mr. Arens. Would you excuse an interruption. Iam sorry. After 
you have given us the name of the persons, give us just a word of 
characterization or description of that person, not physically, but 
from the standpoint of activity. 

Mr. Penna. Yes, sir. 

I should start with Joseph Figueiredo. 

Mr. Arens. And a word about him, please, sir. 

Mr. Prenua. His title was section organizer and chairman of the 
Section Committee. He was responsible for the entire Communist 
apparatus and its discipline among the members of the city. 
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Mr. Arens. He is presently in California, is he not? 

Mr. Penna. That is correct, sir. 

Mr. Movutper. What period of time are you covering now, Mr. 
Arens? 

Mr. Arens. This is 1950, is it not? 

Mr. Penna. That is correct, sir. 

Mr. Arens. All right. 

Mr. Penna. The second member that I would like to bring to your 
attention, sir, is Eulalia Figueiredo. 

Mr. Arens. And a word about that person. Is that a man or 
woman, by the way? 

Mr. Penna. She is a woman. Presently she is in Poland. She 
was deported. She was the wife of Joseph Figueiredo. Her activi- 
ties were concentrated more so on union organizations than front 
organizations. 

The next person is Mary Figueirido, no relation whatsoever to the 
previously identified Figueiredos. At that time she was employed at 
the Fiske Mills in New Bedford. The Fiske Mills, of course, today 
are not operating. But she was at that time. She was a leading 
comrade and she exerted great influence not only among the stewards 
but the local leadership, and that was her primary task. 

Mr. Arens. What union was that? 

Mr. Penna. That was Mary Figueirido that I am talking about. 

Mr. Arens. What union? 

Mr. Penna. The TWUA, sir, CLO. 

I may also say that she was an officer for several years, and the last 
time she was instructed not to become an officer because of a Taft- 
Hartley oath that she would have to undertake. 

The next person, at that time her name was Joy Clark. Today she 
is Joy Clark Figueiredo. She has since married Joseph Figueiredo. 
She was in charge of press, literature, and dues. 

Mr. Arens. May I inquire whether or not you have information 
respecting any underground activities of Mary Figueirido? 

Mr. Penna. Yes, I have, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Give us a word of description on that and we will get 
into the underground operations a little later, but just a word, now, 
if you please, about Mary Figueirido’s activity underground. 

Mr. Penna. Well, one of her key activities was, of course, in and 
around the mill local. She was very instrumental in guiding the CIO 
leadership during her time of leadership. Subsequently, after that, 
in the early fifties, she became more or less a part of servicing Commu- 
nist Party sympathizers and members in their homes; and as such 
she was and could be used as a courier. 

Mr. Arens. Did she ever, to your knowledge, arrange housing facili- 
ties for members of the underground in transit to this area ? 

Mr. Penna. Among other things that she did was infiltration of 
the Clube Alianca Liberal Portuguesa 

Mr. Arens. I didn’t get that. 

Mr. Penna. Asan oflicer. 

Mr. Arens. She became an officer of 

Mr. Kearney. What was the name of the club? 

Mr. Penna. The Alliance Liberal Portuguese Club (ALP). 

Another was arranging places of meeting; these were secret meet- 
ings for the underground members. 
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I may say that in each and every one I could go in quite detail 
if we had the time. 

Mr. Arrns. After we have permitted you to identify people known 
by you as leading comrades in each of these several entities, we expect 
to get into the pattern of operation, the underground, and the like, 
so I will not ask you at this time to dwell upon that. 

Mr. Penna. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Now, if you please, sir, was there another person who 
was known by you to be a comrade in the New Bedford Section 
Committee ? 

Mr. Penna. The other person was known as Nat Shelman, Nathaniel. 

Mr. Arens. Anda word about him, please, sir. 

Mr. Penna. He was a colonizer sent in from the district into the 
New Bedford area. 

Mr. Arrns. We expect to get into the subject of colonization perhaps 
this afternoon with you. Gould you tell us now what you mean by 
colonization ? 

Mr. Penna. What I mean by a colonizer is a person that is in- 
structed by the party to infiltrate key and basic industries, labor unions, 
and organizations to serve the party’s interests. 

Mr. Arens. And Nat Shelman was to your certain knowledge a 
Communist Party colonizer ? 

Mr. Penna. Absolutely, sir. 

Mr, Arens. Do you have the name of another person who to your 
_ certain knowledge was in the New Bedford Section ? 

Mr. Penna. The next person was Andie Shelman, his wife. She 
was also a colonizer. 

Would you give me the number, please, that I have given to that 
point, so I won’t repeat? 

Mr. Arens. I believe about a half dozen. 

May I suggest to you the name of Dan Amado. 

Mr. Penna. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Did you know him as a Communist ? 

Mr. Penna. Yes. Dan Amado was another member of the Sec- 
tion Committee, and the last one, of course, was myself. 

Mr. Arrns. Can you give us a word of characterization or descrip- 
tion of the activity of Dan Amado? 

Mr. Penna. Dan Amado was a worker in the Goodyear plant and 
as such he was to carry the party’s policy into the plant and influence 
as many of the people as he possibly could. I would like also to say 
that he was very active in Negro affairs because of the fact that he is 
of Cape Verdean extraction. 

Mr. Arens. We are in the period of 1950, shortly after you joined 
the Communist Party ; is that correct ? 

Mr. Penna. That is correct. 

Mr. Arens. In the chronology of your career ? 

Mr. Penna. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Were there other members who subsequently came into 
the New Bedford Section of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Penna. Yes, sir. 

_ Mr. Arens. Can you tell us who they were and a word of descrip- 
tion or characterization of them from the standpoint of their activity ? 

Mr. Penna. Yes, sir. The subsequent members of the Section Com- 
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mittee took place as a result of the State law passed in 1951 outlawing 
the Communist Party in Massachusetts. 

In other words, some of the key members took off, they flew the coop, 
as the party would say. As a result of that, when I became section 
organizer, I had to bring in other people, among them Douglas Perry, 
union organizer for the UE. I would say, although I anticipate on 
the question of infiltration and cclonization that we are going to speak 
about him later—I will say one thing now, that a union organizer; that 
is, a Communist, as the mandate of the party is, first, he is a Commu- 
nist, and, secondly, union organizer. 

Mr. Arens. Continue. 

Mr. Penna. The next person, Olga Garezynski. 

Mr. Arrns. Anda word of characterization of her, please, sir. 

Mr, Penna. Olga Garezynski is presently working at a plant that 

vas known as the National Silver Co. It has recently been purchased 

by another company. She has been in the National Silver Co. working 
from within to organize the plant for the UE as instructed by the 
party. 

Mr. Arens. Could you kindly give us another name, please, sir. 

Mr. Penna. Manuel Coito. 

Mr. Arens. Anda word about him, please, sir. 

Mr. Penna. Manuel Coito was working at a textile plant in New 
Bedford. His influence cannot be minimized because of the fact that 
he knew and commanded a great deal of respect with the officers of 
that local. He was also very active in various organizations, par- 
ticularly Portuguese clubs in the area. 

Mr. Arrns. Allright,sir. Is there another name? 

Mr. Penna. There is Roy Rogerson. 

Mr. Arens. Anda word about him, please, sir. 

Mr. Penna. Roy Rogerson is employed at present and for many 
years at the Morse Drill & Machine Co. 

Mr. Kearney. Where is that located ? 

Mr. Penna. That is in New Bedford, sir. 

He is considered one of the best hard-core members, along with 
Douglas Perry, in New England—not only in New Bedford. He has 
been very active in union matters relative to creating a greater wedge 
between management and the union, also in bringing about the party 
line that was his main task, and also running as a candidate for 
political office in order to bring about the party line in his campaign. 

Mr. Arens. Is there another name you should like to tell us about? 

Mr. Penna. I recall that Maud D’haze, who is now deceased, was 
also a member for a short time. 

Mr. Arens. In view of the fact she is deceased, I suggest that we 
will not probe further with reference to her. 

May I suggest the name Arnold Schwartz ? 

Mr. Penna. The next person is Arnold Schwartz. 

Mr. Arens. Anda word about hin, please, sir. . 

Mr. Penna. Arnold Schwartz is originally from New York, I be- 
heve the Bronx. He isacolonizer. He was sent from the New York 
area into New England for the purpose of colonization. The district 
in turn sent him into New Bedford area, where he obtained employ- 
ment at the Wamsutta Mills, a textile plant, as instructed by the party. 

The next person is his wife, Rosaline Schwartz. 
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Mr. Arens. And a word about her, please, sir. 

Mr. Penna. She in turn was also a colonizer. When she came into 
our area, she was, of course, married. They had originally come 
together from New York. She also obtained employment in New 
Bedford as instructed by the party for the purposes of colonization. 

Mr. Arens. Are there any other persons who, to your certain knowl- 
edge, were members at any time since 1950 in the New Bedford Section 
of the Communist Party ! 

Mr. Penna. I would say that we did have, for example, acting mem- 
bers for a short period of time. 

Mr. Arens. What do you mean by an acting member ? 

Mr. Penna. An acting member is one who is not elected to the com- 
mittee, but is a responsible hard-core member that we need for various 
reasons. 

Mr. Arens. Now, these persons whom you have just named were 
in the leader echelon in the New Bedford Section; isn’t that correct ? 

Mr. Penna. They were elected to the Section Committee, New Bed- 
ford. 

Mr. Arens. And for each one of these persons there were a number 
of other comrades who were not quite in this high status within the 
apparatus ? 

Mr. Penna. Very definitely so, sir. 

Mr. Mouuper. May I interrupt to ask: You have used the phrase 
“instructed by the party.” Would you explain that? 

Mr. Penua. Yes, sir. 

When I say “instructed by the party,” I make reference to the fact 
that when a section committee is holding a meeting, a district leader 
comes down and gives the party line, or policy, or instructions on each 
individual case. In other cases it may well be, as it happened in many 
instances, that the instructions were conveyed to me by a district 
leader because of the fact that I used to come into Boston very often. 

Mr. Arens. We expect in a little while, perhaps this afternoon, to 
interrogate you with respect to comrades within the New Bedford 
Section in the lower echelons. We are now interrogating you with 
reference to the leadership as you understand, do you not? 

Mr. Penna. That is correct, sir. 

Mr. Arens. I would like, if you please, sir, to skip over to the 
Fall River Section Committee, the leadership in that area, and ask 
you to kindly tell us the names of persons who to your certain knowl- 
edge were on the Fall River Section Committee. 

Perhaps later we will interrogate you publicly with reference to the 
rank and file. 

Mr. Penna. James Rex. 

Mr. Arens. And a word of characterization about him, please, sir. 

Mr. Penna. He was a person that was considered a hard-core 
member and was considered more or less the mouthpiece of the party 
in that area. 

When I say “the mouthpiece,” it is a person that is used for the pur- 
poses of indicating to the public in that area that the party is legiti- 
mate and that it is operating in the open. He handled extensively 
literature, press, and dues. 

The next one is Ernie Audette. 


Mr. Arens. Could you give us a word of characterization of Ernie 
Audette? 
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Mr. Penna. Certainly, sir. Ernie Audette was used for mass 
agitation and propaganda, mainly. 

Mr. Arens. We will probe with you a little later as to what you 
mean by mass agitation and propaganda and some of the activities, 
but gives us, if you please, right now, just a thumbnail description 
of mass agitation and propaganda within the lingo of the conspiracy. 

Mr. Prenua. Mass agitation and propaganda that is utilized basi- 
cally in Communist fronts. If there is an issue that the party sees 
or can develop that will meet the immediate demands of the workers 
or the group of any particular organization, they are going to culti- 
vate it. ‘They have extraordinary organizational abilities to do it. 
However, as time goes on, if they see that there is nothing else com- 
ing from it, other than helping that immediate cause, then it is of no 
benefit to the party and they will drop it. If, however, it does help 
the party, then it provides a means whereas the party can bring its 
line into undermining and smearing our democratic system. 

Mr. Arens. Is there another person who to your certain knowledge 
was a member of the Fall River Section Committee ? 

Mr. Penua. There was Alex 

Mr. Arens. Was it Alex Sawchyn? 

Mr. Penna. That is correct, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Kindly give us a word of description of him, please. 

Mr. Penna. Alex was tied in with labor circles of the Fall River 
Section of the party, and it was his job to bring the party influence 
within the labor forces. 

Mr. Arsns. Is there another name? May I suggest the name of 
Sam Appel? 

Mr. Pena. I believe I stated that one. Maybe I didn’t. 

Mr. Arens. I am afraid you did not. 

Mr. Penna. I am sorry, sir. 

Sam Appel was the key, the link, with the professional people of 
Fall River. By and large his responsibility lay on the basis of ac- 
tivity in Communist fronts; activities in the Progressive Party of 
Fall River, which he was responsible for; and more important to the 
party at times, it is very important, finances, of which he was able to 
obtain large sums. 

Mr. Arens. Did he make substantial contributions, or did he chan- 
nel substantial funds to the Communist apparatus? 

Mr. Penna. I would say both, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Now, may I invite your attention to the Providence 
Section Committee, Providence, R. I., and ask you if you would 
kindly give us the name and a word of characterization of each person 
who, to your certain knowledge, was a member of that committee. 

We will not at the moment get below the section committee level, 
if you please, sir. 

Mr. Movutper. And would you also add the period of time to which 
you are now referring ? 

Mr. Arens. Yes, sir. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. What period of 
time were you connected with the Providence Section Committee? 

Mr. Penna. I would say approximately 1953, straight along the fol- 
lowing years. 3: 

Mr. Arens. All right, sir. Now, would you kindly proceed with 
your testimony ? 
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Mr. Penna. I would just like to bring to the attention of the chair- 
man, which I am sure he realizes, that I am working strictly from 
memory, and it is a little difficult to ascertain exactly the dates. I 
will attempt to do my best. 

Mr. Mover. We understand that. It is the approximate period 
of time that you are referring to. 

Mr. Penna. Thank you, sir. Thank you very kindly. 

Mr. Arens. Would you kindly proceed ? 

Mr. Penna. I shall start first with Geoffrey White, as section or- 
ganizer and chairman of the Providence Section Committee. 

Mr. Arens. He just recently moved to California, did he not? 

Mr. Penna. That is correct, sir. Iam not in possession of informa- 
tion as to why he went there, but I have a pretty good opinion why. 

Mr. Arens. Could you tell us, was he in the underground ? 

Mr. Penna. He was, yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. We are having difficulty trying to locate him. That is 
the reason I asked. 

Mr. Penna. I would say this about Geoffrey White. I think in de- 
scribing an individual such as Geoffrey White would more or less clear 
the picture as to what a colonizer is. Geoffrey White—— 

Mr. Arens. Is there another person, please? Excuse me. 

Mr. Penna. Geoffrey White is an extremely brilliant individual. 
He is a Harvard graduate. He is an individual with vast experience 
in the Communist Party, who will follow the party line, and is a very 
hard-core disciplined Communist. He is also or was selected to be a 
colonizer twice, once in the Providence area, and the other time in 
the South. 

Mr. Arens. It is our information that Geoffrey White was one of 
those persons who, allegedly in the course of the last several months, 
has submitted what we might, with tongue in cheek, characterize as a 
resignation from the Communist Party. On the basis of your back- 
ground, experience, and information of Geoffrey White, do you think 
he actually resigned from the apparatus, in addition to technical 
resignation from the party ? 

Mr. Penua. Absolutely not, sir. In the first place, I knew Geoffrey 
White very well. I think I was one of the closest persons to him, 
other than the district organizer. Secondly, knowing that he was a 
hard-core Communist and knowing the techniques of the Communist 
Party, I am quite sure that his statement, made public, that he had 
resigned from the party was instructed by the party itself. 

Mr. Movutper. Where was this statement made? 

Mr. Penua. One of the places, I believe, was the Daily Worker. 

Mr. Mouxper. You say he is now active in California? 

Mr. Penna. Well, he subsequently left for California. It is my 
assumption here that he has gone there as a colonizer. That is one 
of the techniques of the party, to break away certain elements and 
then use them at a later date. That is what they call putting them 
on ice. 

Mr. Movtprer. Putting on what? 

Mr. Penna. Putting on ice. 

Mr. Arens. Or sleepers. They call that sleepers, don’t they ? 

Mr. Penna. Or sleepers. That is correct, sir. 
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Mr. Arens. Will you kindly tell us whether or not there is another 
person known to you to be a member of the Providence, R. I., Section 
of the Communist Party apparatus? 

Mr. Penna. The next person is Ralph Lofsky. 

Mr. Arens. And a word about him, please, sir. 

Mr. Penna. Ralph Lofsky is the treasurer of the party. He handles 
the finances. But more important, he is the theoretician of the party 
in Rhode Island. 

Mr. Arens. Is there another person ? 

Mr. Penna. The next person is Jerry DiBiase. 

Mr. Arens. And a word about him, please, sir. 

Mr. Penna. Jerry DiBiase, in order to bring some light into his 
identity, I think it is important again to speak of Geoffrey White. 
When Geoffrey White was working in the plant in Rhode Island as a 
colonizer, he recruited Jerry DiBiase, which is another of the assets 
of a colonizer. Jerry DiBiase has been trained in the party for the 
purpose of being utilized as a colonizer. He has also been very active 
in the Labor Youth League. 

Mr. Moutper. Where are they now ? 

Mr. Penna. I beg your pardon, sir? 

Mr. Movurprr. Where are they now and what are they doing at this 
time? Do you know of your personal knowledge? 

Mr. Penna. Are youreferring to Jerry DiBiase, sir? 

Mr. Movutper. Yes. 

Mr. Penua. He may be right here in this room. I didn’t look 
around sir. Do you mean reference where he has been working ? 

Mr. Moutper. Yes. 

Mr. Penna. He has been in the Rhode Island section for some time. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, may I advise the Chair that a subpena 
has been served upon Jerry DiBiase for appearance during this series 
of hearings here in Boston. 

Is there another name? 

Mr. Penna. The next person is Dorothy Friedman. Dorothy Fried- 
man was responsible for the party front organizations and establish- 
ing meetings and lectures for the party unnoticingly, of course, to 
many sources, that is, public sources. 

I may also point out at this time that during the time of the revolu- 
tion in Guatemala, she went there supposedly on a visit. I don’t know 
exactly what it was. 

Mr. Kearney. That is a good time to go to any country, when there 
is a revolution going on. 

Mr. Penna. Especially a Communist, sir. 

Mr. Movunper. In addition to the suggestion made by Mr. Arens, 
that you give a brief identification of persons which you name, so that 
they may not be confused with persons who may in no way be related 
to the Communist Party, could you also tell us what your latest in- 
formation or knowledge is concerning those persons as to what they 
are now doing and where they are now? 

Mr. Penna. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. All right, sir. With that understanding would you 
kindly proceed to the next name of a person known by you to be a 
member of the Providence Section Committee. 

Mr. Penna. The next person is Dave Kolodoff. Dave Kolodoff was 
responsible for press and literature. I believe, to the best of my recol- 
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lection, he is employed in a liquor package store which is owned by his 
parents. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know what city ? 

Mr. Penna. In Providence, R. I. 

Mr. Arens. Allright,sir. Proceed then to the next name. 

Mr. Penna. Iam sorry—the question is for the next name ? 

Mr. Arens. If you please. May I suggest the name of Ann White? 
Mr. Penna. I am trying to think of the persons. I was wondering 
may I havea pad here so I could put down the names? 

Mr. Arens. Surely. 

Mr. Penna. I could put them down, and it would help me because I 
don’t like to make a repetition. 

(Paper handed to witness. ) 

Mr. Penna. Thank you. 

The next person is Ann White. She is the wife of Geoffrey White, 
She was—I would put, first, her occupation in order to establish the 
proper identity. She has been a housewife for a considerable length 
of time. She has been in charge of the Labor Youth League in 
Rhode Island. She was also selected for the purposes of being sent 
to the South as a colonizer. 

Mr. Arens. May I suggest the name John Hovan? 

Mr. Penna. Yes, sir. John Hovan was acting section organizer 
for a while, and also at different intervals he was a member of the 
Section Committee. He was employed for the same purposes of 
colonization in the Brown and Sharpe Manufacturing Company in 
Providence, among others. He has been in several other plants since 
then. 

Mr. Arens. May i suggest the name Frank Martin? 

Mr. Penua. Frank Martin was the first section organizer for 
Providence, that is, the first from the time that I became active in the 
party. He was an able theoretician and had excellent organization 
abilities. In 1955, I believe, at a district committee meeting, which 
as a member I was present, we voted to expel him at that time. 

Mr. Arens. Now, may I invite your attention to the Boston Sec- 
tion Committee of the Communist Party and ask you, first of all, to 
give us the date on which you were identified with the Boston Section 
Committee of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Pena. I believe the question referred to the committee as a 
whole and the meetings? 

Mr. Arens. Yes, if you please. We want to proceed in a few mo- 
ments with identification of persons known to you to be on the Sec- 
tion Committee of Boston. 

We do not intend, at least for the next several minutes, to get into 
anyone below the Section Committee in Boston. 

Mr. Penna. I believe in—approximately sometime in 1954 or *53— 
Lam a little vague on the years. 

Mr. Arens. All right, sir. 

Mr. Penua. But I believe that would be the time. I would start 
off first with Margaret Hicks. . 

Mr. Arens. And a word about her, please, sir. 

Mr. Penna. I know she was active in Negro affairs, being that she 
was a Negro in front organizations. 

Ann Garfield. 
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Mr. Arens. And a word about her, please, sir. 

Mr. Penna. Ann Garfield was active in Communist fronts, mainly. 
I don’t think I have 

Mr. Arens. May I suggest the name of Jerry Olrich? 

Mr. Penna. That is what I was going to ask. I don’t think I 
covered him. 

Mr. Arens. Kindly give us a word about him, please, sir. 

Mr. Penua. He is a very able Marxist, a well indoctrinated, hard- 
core Marxist, and theoretician. Much of his advice is utilized be- 
cause of his vast experience and prestige in the party. 

Mr. Arens. May I make the record clear here? The names which 
T have, from time to time, been prompting your memory with and 
suggesting are, in each and every instance, names which you have 
heretofore given us? 

Mr. Penna. That is absolutely correct. 

Mr. Arens. In private session, is that correct ? 

Mr. Penna. That is absolutely correct, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Now, may I suggest the name of Edith Abber? 

Mr. Penna. Edith Abber was very active in various Communist 
fronts and particularly in issues that the party would raise, whether 
it be for peace, rent control, or what have you. 

Mr. Arens. And Anne Burlak Timpson. 

Mr. Penna. I want to just say one thing in addition to what I will 
continue on, but I have noticed in the press, not from this time but 
from the past, that Anne Burlak is known as the “Red Flame.” 

Mr. Moutper. I did not understand that. 

Mr. Penna. She has been addressed in the newspaper, in the past 
I am referring to, as the “Red Flame.” I would like to state at this 
time that in the party she was more than the Red Flame. I don’t 
know how the newspapers arrive at that phrase of calling her that, 
but they were very accurate in describing this person. 

Mr. Arens. Would you kindly give us now, please, a word of char- 
acterization or description of her activities ? 

Mr. Penna. Anne Burlak is a very ruthless, hard-core Communist. 
She spares no one in order to achieve further recognition from the 
top leadership. She is a past National Committee member of the 
Communist Party. She is, or rather she has been, a paid functionary 
by the National Committee. 

Mr. Arens. Incidentally, have you seen her in the court room here 
this morning ? 

Mr. Penna. I haven’t looked around to see. It is possible she may 
be. If you wish, I could look. 

Mr. Arens. No, I just wondered if you had seen her, because she 
is under subpena. 

Mr. Penna. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Mourper. The committee will stand in recess until 1:30 p. m. 

(Whereupon, at 11:50 a. m. March 18, 1958, the committee re- 
cessed to reconvene at 1:30 p.m. the same day.) 
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(Committee members present: Representatives Moulder, Doyle, 
Kearney, and McIntosh.) 
Mr. Moutper. The committee will be in order. 
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Are you ready to proceed, Mr. Arens? 
Mr. AreEns. Yes, if you please, Mr. Chairman. 


TESTIMONY OF ARMANDO PENHA—Resumed 


Mr. Arens. I now invite your attention, if you please, sir, to the 
New England District Committee of the Communist Party and ask 
you to proceed, in like manner as this morning, to give us the name 
of each person who, to your certain knowledge, was a member of the 
New England District Committee of the Communist Party. First of 
all, please state the approximate time of your identification with that 
entity. 

fe Penua. I wish to state at this time, Mr. Arens, that the first 
election held in New England for the officers of the District Com- 
mittee was held in 1955, prior to that it was either 1950 or 1951. This 
was the first permanent elected committee since that time. 

There were 18 members on the District Committee. There were 
two alternates and there was one member-at-large. 

As to the names, I shall start off with the easiest one—myself. Then 
there was Michael Russo, district organizer, then. He had come out 
in the open. 

Sidney Lipshires, Daniel B. Schirmer. 

Mr. Argens. Was Sidney Lipshires district secretary ? 

Mr. Penna. At that time he was; yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. That is in 1955? 

Mr. Penna. That is November or December of 1955, sir. 

Mr. Arens. What position did Daniel B. Schirmer have? 

Mr. Penua. Daniel Boone Schirmer was party defense chairman 
for New England. 

Mr. Arens. What do you mean by defense chairman? What was 
his function ? 

Mr. Penna. His function was to act to coordinate and to hand 
down directives from the National Committee of the Communist Party 
in relation to: Number 1, to form all types of attacks against com- 
mittees such as this; Number 2 would be to raise funds in the possi- 
bility of any arrests; Number 3 would be propaganda in order to 
undermine and harass the Government, both State and Federal. 

Mr. Arens. All right, sir. Would you kindly proceed to the next 
name. 

Mr. Penna. Kitty Heck. 

Mr. Arens. And a word about her, please, sir. 

Mr. Penna. Kitty Heck, while in the underground, she was a prod- 
uct from another state, imported here for underground work, mainly 
to serve as a courier for the party and also to coordinate some of the 
work that was handed down by National Committee directives. 

Mr. Arens. All right, sir. Another name, please, sir. 

Mr. Penna. Geoffrey White, section organizer at the time, from 
Providence, R. I. 

Mr. Arens. You previously mentioned him. 

Mr. Penna. That is correct, sir. 

Mr. Arens. And gave us a word about him. All right, sir. Is 
there another name? 

Mr. Penna. The next one, Tony Passaretti, from Lawrence. 

Mr. Arens. Give us a word about him, please, sir. 


2112 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE NEW ENGLAND AREA 


Mr. Penna. Tony Passaretti was a section organizer for Lawrence. 
His task was to implement the party line and carry out its policies 
in the Lawrence area. 

Mr. Arens. Another name, please, sir. 

Mr. Penna. I would like to add two names here and, at the same 
time, explain why I am referring to both of them rather than sepa- 
rately. 

One is Joe Chase and the other one is Bill Harrison. Bill Har- 
rison I know to be a writer. The important element here that I 
would like to raise is that at the time of the election of the District 
Committee members, these two Communists were not present. Their 
names were proposed, acted on, and elected. They were the only 
two that were not present at the meeting. I do not know who this 
Chase is. 

Mr. Arens. All right, sir. Do you have another name? 

Mr. Penna. Eddie Garfield. 

Mr. Arens. And a word about him, please, sir. 

Mr. Penua. Eddie Garfield is a former colonizer. He was also 
prominent in the plant which he colonized, as the editor of its paper 
in order to further bring out party propaganda. 

Mr. Aruns. Did he ever serve on the Metals Commission of the 
party ? 

Mr. Penna. He was also a member of the New England District 
Metals Commission. 

Mr. Arens. Give us just a word of description about that com- 
mission. 

Mr. Penna. The New England District Metals Commission is a 
group which has been formed, and is part of a national chain directed 
by the National Committee, for the purposes of coordinating direc- 
tives issued by the National Committee relative to colonization, infil- 
tration, agitation, propaganda, and many other items, particularly 
the sending of colonizers to other areas. 

Mr. Argens. Is there another name, please, sir? 

Mr. Penna. The next name would be Robert Goodwin. 

Mr. Argens. A word about hin, please, sir. 

Mr. Penua. Robert Goodwin, a former colonizer, chairman of the 
New England District Metals Commission. 

Mr. Arens. Where was he located, in what city ? 

Mr. Penna. He came from the Lynn area. 

The next person, Nat Mills, Nathaniel Mills. Nat Mills had been 
previously a colonizer for the party in this area. Subsequently, he 
became head of the Massachusetts Committee for the Bill of Rights. 

Mr. Arens. From whence did he come ? 

Mr. Penna. He was from the Lynn area. 

Mr. Arens. Allright, sir. Is there another name? 

Mr. Penna. Margaret Hicks, from the Boston area. I have re- 
ferred to her before, I believe. 

Mr. Arens. You have alluded to her before and given a word of 
description. 

Mr. Penna. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. Is there another name? 

Mr. Penua. Elba Chase, section organizer for New Hampshire. 

Mr. Arens. A word of description about her, please, sir. 
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Mr. Penna. Well, she is a section organizer, and her responsibility 
is parallel to all section organizers, that is, to implement the party 
line, carry out its policies, and maintain party discipline in the area 
which they are responsible for. 

Mr. Arens. Is there another name, please: sir? 

Mr. Penna. There is also one that I recall now. I made reference 
a little while ago about two persons that were not present. I just 
recall there was another one that was nominated and elected by the 
name of Howard. 

Mr. Arens. Is that his first name or last name? 

Mr. Penna. I do not know, sir, because I don’t know who he is. 

Mr. Arens. Was he from Springfield? 

Mr. Penna. He was to represent Springfield. His alternate was 
Paul Rosenkrants, I believe. 

Elba Chase had an alternate in the person of Hugo DeGregory. 

Mr. Arpns. A word about him, please, sir. 

Mr. Penna. Hugo DeGregory was a very active Communist, both 
in Massachusetts and New Hampshire. In effect he was the key man 
in New Hampshire, because of the fact that Elba Chase, being an 
elderly Communist, was not able to commute and contact the com- 
rades as effectively as Hugo. 

Mr. Arens. Was Otis Hood on the New England District Commit- 
tee in 1955? 

Mr. Penna. Otis Hood was also elected to the New England Dis- 
trict Committee at that time. 

Mr. Arens. Is he here present today ? 

Mr. Penna. I would have to check, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Could you look over your right shoulder and see if 
you see him present here in the hearing room ? 

Mr. Penna. The gentleman is right there smiling at me. 

Mr. Kearney. I didn’t get the answer of the witness there. 

Mr. Penna. I said the gentleman is right there smiling at me in 
the front row 

Mr. Kearney. What is his name? 

Mr. Penna. Otis Hood. 

Mr. Kearney. Is that the governor? 

Mr. Penna. Well, as far as the party theories go, when Socialism 
comes into the country that will be our next governor. 

Mr. Kearney. That will be the day. 

Mr. Arens. Is there another name, please, sir? Excuse me. Would 
you want to characterize, give us a word of description of, the ac- 
tivities of Otis Hood ? 

Mr. Penna. Yes. First, I would like to say, as all people present 
can see, that physically Otis Hood is a man of some stature. The 
same thing applies politically. He is ruthless. He is capable of 
anything and he will do anything in order to further his own personal 
aims, let alone the party’s goal. 

Mr. Arens. What was his function as a member of the New England 
District Committee in 1955? 

Mr. Penna. He was assigned one or two areas which he was re- 
sponsible for. At the moment I don’t recall it. 

Mr. Arens. Did he have a little something to do with press and 
literature ? 
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Mr. Penna. He was for a time in charge for the entire state on 
press and literature. He was also responsible in coming down to 
Fall River from time to time. 

Mr. Arens. Is he a full-time functionary of the apparatus? 

Mr. Penna. I do not know, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Is there another name, please, sir? 

May I suggest Edith Abber. 

Mr. Penna. Edith Abber. 

Mr. ArEens. You have mentioned her. 

Mr. Penua. Yes. 

Mr. Arrens. But was she a member of the New England District 
Committee ? 

Mr. Penna. She was a member. She was elected at that time. 

Mr. Arens. Anne Burlak. 

Mr. Penna. That is a must with her. 

Mr. Arens. Tell us a word about her. You have heretofore char- — 
acterized her for us. Give us a word of her activities. 

Mr. Penna. I believe I have. 

Mr. Arens. I am sure you have. 

Mr. Penna. But whatever I have done would not be sufficient to 
cover the entire field on that person. 

Mr. Arens. Well, take a half minute or so, if you please, then, and 
give us a little more characterization on this public record of Anne 
Burlak. 

Mr. Penna. Anne Burlak, from my experiences in meetings at 
which she has been present, has been one that will sort of sit on the 
side and when she finds the opportune time she takes ony her whip— 
her whip is in her tongue; she is vicious, she will 
do anything that she feels that is deemed necessary. 

I may add from my personal experience that she is a paid func- 
tionary from the National Committee and also a person that reports 
to the National Committee as to the activities, behavior, and function 
of other officials. 

Mr. Mourper. May I interrupt? For the purpose of clarification, 
you say she is ruthless, an aggressive person, who will do anything to 
obtain her objectives. What were those objectives and what are her 
purposes in conducting herself in the manner in which you have 
mentioned ? 

Mr. Penna. Well, sir, they are twofold. One is her personal amb'- 
tion to further her self within the party, both in stature and authority. 
The other is to intimidate and decrease the influence of any comrade 
at any given meeting that she feels in any given way is not following 
her line of thinking or does not agree w ith her. She will use any 
and all terms which I wouldn’t dare use here. 

Mr. Moutprr. Wait a minute. Enforcing the Communist Party 
Es is that what you are referring to when you say she is ruth- 
less ? 

Mr. Penna. That is absolutely correct, sir. 

Mr. Kearney. Is she presently in the room 2 

Mr. Penua. I would have to look around, sir. 

Mr. Kearney. Take a look around. 

Mr. Penna. Yes. She is. 

Mr. Kearney. For my own personal reason would you point her 
out, please ? 
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Mr. Penua. She is in the fourth row; she is, I believe, the third 
individual, that is smiling right at the present time. 

Mr. Moutper. Has she been subpenaed as a witness, Mr. Arens ? 

Mr. Arens. Yes. 

Mr. Kearney. A rather modest person. I can’t see her. 

Mr. Arens. Now may I suggest the name of Ann Garfield ? 

Mr. Penna. Ann Garfield, the wife of Eddie Garfield, was also 
nominated and elected to the District Committee. 

Mr. Arens. May I suggest the name of Paul Rosenkrants? 

Mr. Penna. Paul Rosenkrants was elected, I believe, as I recall as 
an alternate for the New England District Committee. 

Mr. Arrens. Now, may I invite your attention, if you please, sir, to 
the Massachusetts Board. 

Mr. Penna. Sir, if I may, I wish to name one other person. 

Mr. Arens. I beg your pardon? 

Mr. Penna. Pertaining to the committee. 

Mr. Arrens. Please do so. 

Mr. Penna. That is the District Committee of the party. 

John Russo. John Russo was the head of the Labor Youth League 
for New England. He was not a member of the District Committee. 
He was considered a member-at-large, that is, he was to attend certain 
meetings as directed by the district which would encompass his field 
of specialty in the Youth, and at the same time obtain directives 
pertaining to the Youth. 

Mr. Arens. May I invite your attention to the Massachusetts Board 
of the Communist Party and suggest that since those whom I under- 
stand you have identified as members of the Massachusetts Board in 
our consultations with you have all been characterized in this public 
session, you just allude to each individual who was a member of the 
Massachusetts Board of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Penna. Margaret Hicks. Robert Goodwin. Mike Russo. 

Mr. Arens. Edith Abber ? 

Mr. Penna. Yes, Edith Abber. 

Mr. Arens. How about Sidney Lipshires? 

Mr. Prenwa. Sidney Lipshires is also a member of that Board. 

Mr. Arens. And how about Kitty Heck? 

Mr. Penna. And Kitty Heck was at the time. 

Mr. Arrens. And what is the time of which you are speaking? 

Mr. Penna. This was November or December of 1955. 

Mr. Arens. Was Anne Burlak Timpson on that Board ? 

Mr. Penna. I don’t recall, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Now, give us a word of description of the Massachusetts 
Board. What is it or what was it? 

Mr. Penna. The Massachusetts State Board was enacted for the 
purpose of conducting the party activities throughout the various 
areas. It was to receive its directives from the secretariat of the 
district, which in turn received it from the National Committee. 

Mr. Arens. May I invite your attention to the New England Dis- 
trict Secretariat. First of all, tell us what the New England District 
Secretariat is and then give us the name of each person who, to your 
certain knowledge, was a member of that entity. 

Mr. Penna. The members were Mike Russo, Sidney Lipshires, 
Daniel Boone Schirmer. And may I add at this time that the Secre- 
tariat consisted of full-time paid functionaries of the party. In addi- 
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tion to that, these Secretariat members were the ones most likely to, 
and certainly did, attend National Committee meetings or National 
Commission meetings. 

Mr. Arrens. Now, if you please, sir, I should like to display to you 
each of four exhibits and invite your attention to the general subject 
matter of the organizational structure of the Communist Party, from 
the standpoint of the national organization, the district, section, in- 
dividual groups, industrial and neighborhood units, and other entities 
within the organizational structure of the apparatus. 

May I suggest that in view of your intimate familiarity with both 
the exhibits and with the structure, you might just proceed to first 
identify each of these exhibits which you have supplied to us and 
then proceed, at your own pace, to summarize this organizational 
structure. 

And, Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that the Chair order 
each of these exhibits as it is identified to be appropriately marked 
and included by reference in this record. 

Mr. Moutper. It is so ordered. 

Do you wish to mark them now as exhibits so and so? 

Mr. Arens. Yes, if you please. 

Mr. Mouxprer. Before you give them to the witness you are ordered 
to do it. 

Mr. Arens. As he talks about them. 

Would you kindly tell us what this exhibit is now which I lay be- 
fore you which I have marked as “Penha Exhibit No. 1”? 

Mr. Penna. Sir, before I identify these exhibits, I would like to 
state that in order to make a full and complete report as to what 
they mean and for what purposes they were, it would take a great 
deal of time. I will attempt to cut the time element down and still 
maintain the substance of it. 

Mr. Arens. Would you kindly give us a word of identification first 
of all of each of these exhibits? The first exhibit I have marked 
Exhibit 1. Kindly give us a word of description of that so that it 
may be appropriately alluded to by reference in the record. 

Mr. Penna. Exhibit No. 1, entitled “Role of Left.” 

This was given to me by the then district organizer, Sidney Lip- 
shires. The purpose of this 

Mr. Arrns. Excuse me. Could you kindly date it for us? Was 
that in approximately 1950? 

Mr. Penna. I believe this was approximately in the latter part of 
1953, somewhere around that area, or 1954, possibly. 

Mr. Arens. All right, sir. Characterize it for us if you would, 
please, sir. 

Mr. Penna. The purpose of this was first of all, as stated to me by 
Sidney Lipshires, that this was the latest party directive handed 
down to the district by the National Committee. The reason for 
that was so that the district, first and foremost, should acquaint itself 
with the subject matters in order to take proper action within the 
given areas in the district. 

Secondly, this was to be brought down to the various section levels; 
from there, there would be discussions, plans, and objectives related 
to the locals based on industrial clubs or cells, as they are known, in 
order to implement the party line in the “Role of Left.” 
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(Document marked “Penha Exhibit No. 1,” retained in committee 
files. 

ate Arens. Would you kindly, in like manner, characterize for us 
the document which I have marked “Penha Exhibit No. 2”? 

Mr. Penna. Exhibit No. 2, entitled “Struggle Against White Chau- 
vinism.” This was used some time in the latter part of 1950, I be- 
lieve—at that time, upon the instruction of the National Committee, 
which had its pressures from Comrade Pettis Perry, that the party 
was imbedded with too much white chauvinism. 

Mr. Movutprer. I don’t understand you. I did not understand the 
words. 

Mr. Arens. White chauvinism. I was about to ask him what the 
party means by white chauvinism. What is the factual situation 
which the party undertakes to cover with the term “white chauvin- 
ism” ? 

Mr. Penna. On the surface this means something that actually in 
reality is not. It means, as the party would lke it to be, that white 
people are chauvinistic against the Negro people, they discriminate 
against them and the party likes to be known as the champion and 
protector of Negro rights, which fortunately in our country the major- 
ity of the Negroes do not think for a minute is true. They also feel 
that this would have some impact not only within the party but 
with its sympathizers and with such masses as labor organizations and 
of the kind where the party had influence in. As such the district 
organizer at that time, known as Manny Blum—Emanuel Blum would 
be his correct name—went throughout the district with a leading com- 
rade to make strict emphasis on this struggle against white chauvin- 
ism, to the extent of each section finding 1 or 2 party members which 
were proven already in the past to have been ideologically weak or 
not accepting party discipline to its fullest, and utilizing them as a 
target as being responsible for acts of white chauvinism and, therefore, 
expel them at that time. 

a ese marked “Penha Exhibit No. 2,” retained in committee 
es. 

Mr. Argens. Now, may I invite your attention to the document which 
T have marked “Penha Exhibit No. 3” and ask you to kindly character- 
ize this document. 

Mr. Penna. Exhibit No. 3, entitled “Two Speeches by Joseph 
Stalin.” 

Mr. Arrns. And the date, please, sir ? 

Mr. Penna. This is dated March 1950. This was issued by the Na- 
tional Education Department of the Communist Party in New York 
City. The speeches concern united front activities and trade union 
activities. 

Incidentally, this is the first time that the party has had these two 
articles translated into English; and from this, they hoped to be able 
to gain new techniques and methods in order to better acquaint them- 
selves and work in these fields. 

A ( ne be marked “Penha Exhibit No. 3,” retained in committee 
es. 

Mr. Arens. Now, may I display to you a document which I have 
marked “Penha Exhibit No. 4” and ask you to kindly identify and 
characterize that document ? ; 
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Mr. Penna. Exhibit No. 4 has no title. It was submitted by the 
National Administrative Committee of the Communist Party, dated 
February 19, 1955. Various discussions and meetings and various 
ways and means to project the ideas proposed in this report were made 
first in the district, which was received from the National Committee. 
Then in turn it went down the line, the section committees, to the clubs, 
and individual members that were not in the clubs. 

The purpose of this was basically to have a new cael on the 
general atmosphere insofar as peace went. In other words, let us 
speak about East-West trade, how many jobs it is going to create— 
however, our goal is recognition of Red China in the United Nations, 
and it goes further on 

Mr. Moutper. You are reading now from Exhibit No. 44 

Mr. Penna. That is correct, sir. 

And it goes on about U. M. T. and the H Bomb, and West German 
: ca and the same pattern follows as that related to China, as 

state 

My. Arens. This was a directive from the high echelon of the ap- 
paratus to the lower levels, is that correct ? 

Mr. Penna. That was given to me by Sidney Lipshires, who was 
then the district organizer, after he had recently attended a National 
Committee meeting in New York City, based on the same document. 
This was to go right down the line on the other Lefties. 

i isan: marked “Penha Exhibit No. 4” retained in Committee 
es 

Mr. Arens. Would you kindly take a few minutes and state briefly 
for this record the present organizational structure of the Commu- 
nist apparatus in the United States ? 

Mr. Movutper. Wait. Before going into that 
this last exhibit, No. 4, was given to you i by whom ? 

Mr. Penna. Sidney Lipshires. 

Mr. Moutprer. And Exhibits Nos. 1, 2, 3, and 4 are admitted and 
made a part of the record of the committee. 

Mr. Penna. I could, if that is your desire, state who gave me 1, 2, 
and 3. 

Mr. Movtper. I think that would be a good idea. 

Mr. Arens. It might be helpful if you would do that , please, sir. 

Mr. Penza. No. 3 was given to me by Joseph Figueiredo, the then 
section organizer for New Bedford. 

No. 1 was given to me by Sidney Lipshires, the then district or- 
ganizer. 

“Struggle Against White Chauvinism,” No. 2, was given to me by 
Joseph Fi, cueiredo. 

Mr. Mournrr. If the counsel does not need these exhibits while pro- 
ceeding with further interrogation of the witness, may the members 
of the committee see the exhibits ? 

Mr. Arens. Surely. 

If you would, kindly proceed at your own pace now to summarize 
for the committee on this public record the structural organization 
of Communist operations in the United States. 

Mr. Penna. Certainly,sir. Itisall right now, sir? 

Mr. Arens. Proceed, if you please. 

Mr. Penna. The Communist apparatus is established with the Na- 
tional Committee as being the top functionary body. 


As I understand, 
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In the National Committee level, there are also various types of 
national groups. You have your National Executive Committee, you 
have National Commissions, various departments. In all I would 
say there are about 8 or 9. From there it drops down to the district 
level, New England being the District No. 1. New England encom- 
passes the areas of Vermont, Maine, New Hampshire, Massachusetts. 

From the district level, it drops down to county level if they exist. 
At times they do not. From there it drops down to section levels, 
known as cities and its suburban areas. From there it drops down 
to clubs or cells. These are small groups. They comprise member- 
ship in specific areas, particularly in organizations. From that it 
drops down to neighborhood groups or neighborhood clubs. From 
that it goes into individuals who, for one reason or another, should not 
be placed in clubs and/or cells. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I propose to leave this subject matter 
in the interrogation of the witness to get on to another subject matter. 

I wonder if any member of the committee has a question on this 
subject matter before we get on to the next subject matter ? 

Mr. Dore. I do, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Mouxprer. Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Doyiz. Mr. Witness, I call your attention to Exhibit 8. I don’t 
have it before me. I have Exhibit 4 in my hands. But I think you 
mentioned that Exhibit 3 had to do with the subject matter of trade 
unions. I wonder if that is correct. 

Mr. Moutprr. That is right. 

Mr. Doyte. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Penna. Sir, I believe in order to expedite matters, if you will 
look at the cover of that exhibit—I believe that is the yellow covered 
one—on the first page underneath the yellow page—you will see the 
contents of both speeches. 

Mr. Doyte. I see that. It is true. I want to call your attention, 
for the purpose of brevity, to Exhibit 4. On page 5 is this language: 

We want to emphasize again: the trade unions are the key to effecting a 
change in our country and fulfilling the perspectives for 1956. * * * We urge 
that meetings of trade union forces be organized to work out specific proposals 
on the issues discussed in this letter. 

May I ask you this: What is your experience as to whether or not 
the Communist Party here in the New England States has as one of 
its prime objectives the infiltration of trade unionism to the extent 
of trying to control it? 

Mr. Penna. There is no doubt whatsoever in my mind, sir. 
ke Mr. Doyzx. I know the record shows that is true all over the United 

tates. 

Mr. Penna. I am basing myself on experience which possibly, I be- 
heve, may. come further in the questioning. I don’t know, but I believe 
it will. 

Mr. Arens. We have an area of inquiry, Mr. Doyle, on that. 

Mr. Doyxx. I wish to say that all the hearings which I attended 
as a member of this committee in these several years throughout the 
United States, I never heard a former Communist member testify on 
that subject but that he stated that a Communist in the trade union 
is a Communist before he is a trade unionist. In other words, he 
tries to make a tool out of trade unionism for the purpose of the Com- 
munist Party principles. 
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Mr. Penwa. Sir, he does not try. He has to. That is part ot 
party discipline. 

Mr. Doyrr. One thing more. What did you do with Exhibits 1. 
2,3, and 4 when they were delivered to you? How did you use them? 

Mr, Penua. They were used in clubs for purpose of discussions 
and to project in that area of New Bedford certain objectives to be 
carried out. 

Mr. Dorie. Were copies made of them or not? 

Mr. Penna. Sir, in sections, a section organizer, being the top man, 
keeps these directives. He does not make copies. He may lend them 
to one or two given persons for a specific reason. 

Mr. Dorie. Isee. I thank you. 

Mr. Kearney. Will the gentleman yield there? 

In other words, he doesn’t trust the comrades? 

Mr. Penwa. In a nutshell, that is the truth. 

Mr. Arens. Now, Mr. Chairman, I proposed to interrogate the wit- 
ness respecting the general subject matter of Communist Party fi- 
nances. And I am sure he appreciates the necessity for brevity and 
summary. 

May I first of all ask you, in general what are the sources of revenue 
of the Communist Party operations in the United States? 

Mr. Penwa. They are many, sir. We can start with dues. Dues do 
produce a certain amount of money that is beneficial to the party, but 
it represents more than that. It represents a compulsion by the party 
member to again realize that he is under party discipline. 

Mr. Arens. Give us a word, if you please, sir, about the amount of 
the dues and the nature of the assessments. 

Mr. Penna. The dues may vary according to the occupation of a 
given Communist. As low as fifteen cents to as high as five dollars, 
in my area,a month. I know it goes higher than that in other areas. 

Mr. Arens. And how is the amount determined, by what yard- 
stick ? 

Mr. Penna. That is determined by the section organizer in confer- 
ence with the district organizer. 

Mr. Arens. Do you make a distinction between dues and assess- 
ments? 

Mr. Penna. Absolutely, sir. 

Mr. Arens. What is the nature of the difference ? 

Mr. Penna. The difference is that we have assessments in the Com- 
munist Party for one purpose only, and that is to bring into the minds 
of the party members that there is something very important to be 
done in this country. One of the angles that is used—and for that 
very fact assessments are utilized—is that one monthly dues payment 
is assessed to a Communist Party member, regardless of rank, to be 
sent to the South for purposes of infiltration. 

Mr. Kearney. May I interrupt, Mr. Chairman ? 

Mr. Movutper. Mr. Kearney. 

Mr. Krarney. Is it true that the so-called assessment was also based 
upon the individual’s earnings ? 

Mr. Penna. That is absolutely true to a certain point, sir. 

Mr. Knarney. Let me make myself clearer if I can. During the so- 
called Hollywood hearings of several years ago, we were advised by 
one of the directors in Hollywood, when I questioned him about what 
he meant by assessment, that he was assessed five percent of his salary. 
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And I asked him “What was your salary,” and he said “$5,000 a 
week.” 

So evidently the Communist Party did rely principally upon the 
capitalistic system of the country in order to attain their so-called 
dues or assessments, because you can’t get it from a poor devil who is 
out of work. 

Mr. Penna. The party bleeds its members just as it does its sympa- 
thizers and fellow travelers, no doubt about it. So what I wanted to 
clarify here, sir, on the question of dues, when I said that the section 
organizer, in conjunction with the district organizer, determines just 
what are the moneys to be received from each and every Communist, 
is that invariably the Communists themselves will cry they have tre- 
mendous expenses in many conceivable manners. So that, therefore, 
we take it on the basis of making an evaluation, do they own their 
home, does their wife work, and several phases of that, and then we 
say, “According to your salary you will pay so much. However, you 
are obliged to give a sustainer every month, which is over and above 
your dues.” 

Mr. Arens. Now, may I ask you about Communist Party “angels” 
or “angels” who contribute to the Communist Party? Is that a popu- 
lar terminology used in the party ranks ? 

Mr. Penna. It is, and it is ironic that the party is the only group 
that is so ruthless and atheist and anti-God and still believes in angels. 

Mr. Arens. Can you tell us about any experiences you personally 
have had as a comrade in soliciting and procuring funds from “angels” 
for the party ? 

Mr. Movurprr. When you refer to “angels” you mean “financial an- 
gels,” I assume. 

Mr. Penna. That is correct, sir. They use it to their advantage in 
using the terminology. 

Mr. Arens. Did you have any such experience and, if so, could 
you recount them on this record ? 

Mr. Penna. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Please do. 

Mr. Penna. We had “angels” in various forms and degrees. We 
had one, for example, in the from of Maud D’haze. 

Mr. Aruns. Would you hesitate right there, please, sir. 

T have in my hand the will of Maud D’haze which will be identified 
on this record a little later on. 

Tell us first of all who was Maud D’haze. 

Mr. Penna. Maud D’haze was a devoted and hard-core Communist. 

Mr. Arens. Did she discuss with you, when you were a comrade, the 
making of her will? 

Mr. Penna. Yes, sir; she did. 

Mr. Arens. Tell us briefly about that incident. 

Mr. Penna. To start with, at several times she would have raised 
the question of leaving her moneys and estate to the party; that she 
had previous wills that were made out too openly; and that at this time, 
she felt the party would not be able to receive it. At the time that she 
prepared herself to make this will, she was sick in the hospital. I saw 
her, I met with her; and she had advised that I become part of the will, 
that is, to become one of the beneficiaries of the will. I refused at that 
time. I explained to her why. She accepted. However, she held me 
responsible to see that this money would get to the party. 
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Mr. Arrns. Tell me—you have before you a photostatic copy of the 
will—among the beneficiaries of the will are there persons who, to 
your certain knowledge, were members of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Penna. Well, sir; the will was bequeathed to party members 
only, those being Otis Hood, Anne Timpson, Mary Figueirido and 
Louis D. Kushaff, who was to retain the use of the home as long as 
he lived. 

Mr. Arens. When did the testator pass away ? 

Mr. Penna. 1953, shortly after Mothers Day. 

Mr. Arens. And was the property distributed to these comrades ? 

Mr. Penua. The property was entirely distributed to the comrades 
with the exception of a son of Maud by a previous marriage. 

Mr. Arrens. What was the approximate total value of the estate? 

Mr. Penna. Cash in the bank, $14,000; real estate, I believe, was in 
the neighborhood of $5,000 or $6,000. 

Mr. Argns. And was the real estate subsequently transferred by the 
Serge of the real estate via the will to some other persons do you 

ow ? 

Mr. Penna. Would you kindly phrase that again, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Did the beneficiary under the will who took the real 
estate subsequently deed the real estate away ? 

Mr. Penna. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. And to whom did he convey it ? 

Mr. Penna. To the Communist Party in my own experience. 

Mr. Arens. I don’t want to dwell on this particular item further 
at this time, but I should like to ask you if you have any other typical 
instances of the devices by which the Communist Party has enlarged 
its coffers. 

Mr. Penna. There are several, sir. 

Mr. Arrens. You spoke a moment ago about the property going to 
the Communist Party. Upon the sale of the real estate, the eae of 
the property went to the Communist Party, is that correct? 

Mr. Penna. That is correct, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Was there any instance where you personally solicited 
funds from people of wealth who contributed money which found 
its way into the Communist Party coffers ? 

Mr. Penna. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Tell us about one or two of these instances, please. 

Mr. Penna. In one instance Anne Burlak Timpson came to my 
home and instructed me to go to the home of a person whom she stated 
to be a Communist in the Cape. She also informed me that this com- 
rade, a wealthy comrade, was giving a thousand-dollar-a-year sustainer 
to the New York Party. It was felt by Anne Burlak that it was only 
fair and just that this comrade should continue to give this sustainer, 
but also should give something to Massachusetts. 

Mr. Krarney. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Moutper. Mr. Kearney is recognized. He wishes to ask a 
question. 

Mr. Krarney. Just to go back, if you don’t mind, on the questions 
pertaining to this will. I understood you to say the real property in 
this will was transferred to the Communist Party. 

Mr. Penna. When I stated to the Communist Party, I meant to its 
members, sir. It finally got into the party itself. 
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Mr. Kearney. Now, I understood you further to say, there was 
$14,000 cash. 

Mr. Penna. That is correct, sir. 

Mr. Kearney. Do you have any evidence of your own knowledge 
as to what became of the $14,000 cash, as to whether it reached the 
Communist Party or not? 

Mr. Penna. I do, sir. 

Mr. Krarney. Did it reach the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Penna. Absolutely it did, sir. I would say that it will take 
me possibly half an hour to describe the details about it, but I took 
an active part in it. j 

Mr. Dorin. May LI ask one question in that connection ? 

Then I presume what must have happened substantially was that 
these four individuals, four beneficiaries, who received equal shares 
of the $14,000 cash, less the cost of administration, although they 
received it as individuals, they turned it over to the Communist 
Party? 

ves Prenua. They absolutely turned it over to the Communist 
Party, sir, because I was responsible in the New Bedford area for 
two of the recipients, being Mary Figueirido and Louis Dimitroft 
Kushaff. 

Mr. Doyix. They were not named as trustees in any way for the 
benefit of the Communist Party in the will, were they ? 

Mr. Penna. The Communist Party was not mentioned as such. 

Mr. Doris. Thank you. 

Mr. Arens. The executrix, Mary Figueirido was a Communist 
and is a Communist, is she not ? 

Mr. Penua. That is absolutely correct, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Now may I invite your attention to another phase of 
Communist Party finances and ask you to what extent the Commun- 
ists have made money for the party by selling items. 

Mr. Penna. There have been various methods. One of them I shall 
present at this time. 

Mr. Arrens. You are now displaying to the committee a pen and 
pencil set ? 

Mr. Penna. This is an Eversharp pen and pencil set. As you see, 
it has a label retailing for $8.75. The district, according to Sidney 
Lipshires, the then district organizer, informed me that we had 
in the district 1,000 sets that we had obtained. We were to sell them 
not for $8.75 but for $5. In turn, each section would receive out 
of the $5 for each set sold, $1.50. Ironically, that would not stay 
in the section, but rather it would be credited to the quota for the 
section which was to be turned over to the district. 

Mr. Arrns. Were those so sold in accordance with that plan? 

Mr. Penna. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. May I ask you the extent to which the coffers of the 
conspiracy have been swollen via funds contributed to what are gen- 
erally known as Communist Party fronts or other organizations con- 
trolled by the conspiracy ? 

Mr. Penna. Would you repeat that question, please ? 

Mr. Arens. Have the coffers of the conspiracy itself been swollen 
by money contributed into the coffers of the party via front groups, 
by way of front groups? 
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Mr. Penna. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arrens. Give us just a word on that, please, sir, without con- 
suming more than a minimum of time. We covered so much with you 
in many, many hours of private consultation that we have: difficulty 
presenting the highlights in a brief public appearance. 

Mr. Penna. I would like to illustrate first the case of Eulalia 
Figueiredo. She was arrested. The party set forth a plan in order 
to obtain the maximum benefit out of it. This would be in terms of 
propaganda, publicity, and finances. Much of the money received 
for Eulalia’s defense was turned in to the Communist Party and not 
for her defense. I personally received, from time to time, many sums 
which I had to turn in. 

Mr. Arens. Now, may I inquire, have organizations which have 
been Communist controlled and are Communist controlled, such as 
UE, actually paid expenses of the Communist Party, though perhaps 
not making direct financial contributions to the party? 

Mr. Penna. In the UE I would like to illustrate two points among 
others. Time does not permit more. One is, Douglas Perry as a 
Communist member in the New Bedford area and a UE field organ- 
izer was instructed to have a so-called bookshop in the UE local, 
which would have strong Left works but not openly party material, 
such as books of Foster, but nevertheless books on the case of the 
Rosenbergs, Carl Marzani’s book, magazines such as the March of 
Labor, and others. Some of these, the local had agreed to, others 
they did not. Doug was the one that manipulated that phase of it. 

Another way that Doug would handle funds would be that when 
we had meetings that took us out of town, whether it was my car or 
the one given by Sidney Lipshires, the payment of gas and oil would 
ke taken by Doug as he could put it in expenses in the UE local as 
his own expenses. 

Mr. Mourper. May I intervene at this point? I wish to clear the 
record. On the face of the record, as far as your position is con- 
cerned, you say you received defense funds which you had to turn 
in. You mean that you had to turn it in where? 

Mr. Penna. I had to turn it in to my immediate superior, in this 
ease being a district official. 

Mr. Moutrper. For Communist Party purposes and not for the de- 
fense of the person for whom it was collected ? 

Mr. Penna. They had nothing to do with the defense, as we were 
credited with our quota in the end of the year. Each section has a 
quota that they have to meet in order to bear the expenses of the 
district, and that was credited towards that quota. 

Mr. Movutprer. I understood what you meant, but on the record, 
reading on the face of it, it might be misunderstood. 

Mr. Penna. I understand. Another phase relative to the UE is 
that of the Massachusetts Commission on Communism which had 
called UE on finances and some rank-and-file members before execu- 
tive and public hearings. We were informed at a District Metals 
Commission meeting which was held somewhere in the suburbs of 
Boston—I don’t recall exactly anymore now where, but I believe it 
was Revere—that one of the UE organizers, Charles Newell, had a, 
period before the executive body. He had madea poor showing. In- 
sofar as the party was concerned, he would have been a threat had he 
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appeared before a public hearing. It was then decided and acted 
upon on the orders of Sidney Lipshires, the district director, by in- 
structing Douglas Perry and Alex Leith, a UE organizer and Com- 
munist member, to put the necessary pressure in the UE district in 
the form of having Charley Newell sent away, transferred, which he 
subsequently did. “He went to California. In this respect the party 
had the advantage of not having him appear before a public hearing; 
and simultaneously on the question of funds, too, they held a party 
for him to which numerous people were invited, a sendoff party, from 
which again the party made some money. 

The points I would like to stress here are two very important ele- 
ments: 1. That here is a clear-cut indication, proof, call it what you 
may, of the Communist Party dominating a union ; 2, That it isa fact 
that union paying members don’t know what is going on with their 
dues. They are aiding and abetting the Communist cons spiracy. It 
was their dues money that sent Charley Newell out of here. 

Mr. Arens. Now may I invite your attention to the general subject 
of the National Textile Commission and ask you to pr ceed, again In 
summary form, to give us the crucial facts with respect to that entity. 

Mr. Penna. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, may I suggest a few minutes’ recess ? 

Mr. Moutprr. The committee will stand in recess for a period of 
five minutes, 

(A brief recess was taken. ) 

Mr. Movuuprr. The committee will be in order. 

The Chair is pleased to announce that our colleague, Robert McIn- 
tosh of Michigan, a member of the committee, is pr esent. 

Mr. Arens. Ready, Mr. Chairman ? 

Mr. Moutper. Ready to proceed, Mr. Arens. 

Mr. Arens. Now may I invite your attention to the general subject 
of the National Textile Commission of the Communist Party, asking 
you to give us first identification of that organization, something of 
its functions and activities, particularly in the New England area, 
with special reference to your own participation in its work. 

Mr. Penna. Well, sir, before I commence on this subject, I would 
like to raise in my opinion a pertinent point—and that is not for the 
information of the committee, which I am well aware that you are 
acquainted with, but rather particularly to the press—and that is, in 
speaking about the National Textile Commission, the feeling is com- 
mon that the textile industry as a whole in New England is a dying 
industry. The objectives in the program and the policies laid down 
by the National Committee in reference to the National Textile Coim- 
mission bear out the importance of textiles. 

Now, in reference to the members of the National Textile Com- 
mission 

Mr. Arens. What is the National Textile Commission, first of all, 
please sir ? 

Mr. Penna. The National Textile Commission is a top national 
organization organized by the National Committee of the Communist 
Party for the purposes of bringing about further colonization and 
infiltration in textiles, mainly to agitate the masses, create footholds 
in several areas, particularly the South ; the sending of colonizers in 
order to reach the minds of the masses, as textiles in the South is a basic 
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and key industry. The party is very interested and makes extensive 
research and plans when it endeavors to get into any field. 

Mr. Arens. How potent is the work of the National Textile Com- 
mission? How effective from the standpoint of the Communist 
Party? 

ie Penna. It is very effective. That is why I illustrated the fact 
that the party does a great deal of research before it establishes any 
type of commission, department, or what have you, on a national level. 

Mr. Arens. Were you the New England delegate to one of the 
principal meetings of the Textile Commission in New York City? 

Mr. Penna. I attended the National Textile Commission meeting in 
New York City as a new England delegate. I was instructed by the 
district organizer, Sidney Lipshires. 

Mr. Arens. When? 

Mr. Penna. Approximately May or June of 1955. At the time 
that I went there, it was subject to the other members of the National 
Textile Commission to either accept or reject me as the delegate from 
New England. This was only a matter of more or less policy within 
the framework of the commission. Actually they knew they had to 
accept me. 

Mr. Arens. Was your attendance at this session an open attendance, 
or did you use certain secretive devices to arrive at the ultimate 
destination ? 

Mr. Penna. Well, sir, I attended approximately 3 or 4 meetings in 
New York City. 

Mr. Arens. Give us a word about them, please, sir. 

Mr. Penna. [shall start with the first one. 

I was given by Sidney Lipshires a note which instructed me where 
to go in New York City, the date, the time, the place, and the method 
of recognition. I was to memorize this and destroy it. I proceeded 
to New York City; and, as prearranged with the district erganizer 
in New England, I had to take several security measures. Among 
those was that of not going to the place of meeting directly. I took 
various types of transportation units. In particular, I recall, I 
went in a subway, and this is the instruction given to me to follow. 
I entered the last section of the subway and at a designated point I 
got off, waited until the door was just about to close, and put some 
pressure on it to open it to get out. In this way I would be able to 
offset anyone that would be following me. At the same time I could 
have a clear view of the platform in the subway. 

Following that I made various changes in subways, using the same 
method. I used taxis and buses. I lost many hours in reaching my 
point of destination. When I reached there I had with me a Popular 
Mechanics magazine. The person I was to meet would have the same. 
At that particular time and locale we were to be there. I don’t recall 
the exact words that one was to say to the other, but they were in 
code form. Subsequent to that we assured ourselves that we were both 
the right parties, and then from there we proceeded to a secret home 
to have our first meeting of the National Textile Commission. 

Mr. Arens. Tell us who are now, to your certain knowledge, the 
key people of the National Textile Commission of the Communist 
conspiracy in the United States. 

Mr. Penna. I shall start with the coordinator. The coordinator 
was the person that would be in contact with the National Trade Com- 
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mission and the National Committee. It was here in these groups 
that he would receive his directives and carry them through. His 
name is Fred Handman. At the time he was residing in New York 
City. His code name—we all had code names at the meeting, strange 
as it seems, being a secret meeting of bona fide members, hard-core 
members, we still were not supposed to know each other. His code 
name was Tom. I beg your pardon. His code name was 

Mr. Arens. His code name was Fred, was it not? 

Mr. Penna. Was Fred. 

Mr. Arens. But his true name was Robert, was it not? 

Mr. Penna. Yes. I am glad you made that correction. 

Mr. Arens. I want to get it straight on that. 

Mr. Penna. His true name was Robert Handman. 

Mr. Arens. And his code name was Fred, is that correct ? 

Mr. Penna. That is correct. 

Mr. Armns. And he is head of the National Textile Commission and 
coordinated with the National Committee of the Communist Party, is 
that correct ? 

Mr. Penna. That is correct. 

Mr. Arens. You knew him in these secret meetings as Fred, by his 
code name, is that correct ? 

Mr. Penna. That is correct, sir. 

Mr. Arens. And you have since identified him as Robert Handman 
by certain security devices, including photographs, is that correct? 

Mr. Penna. That is correct. The intelligence agencies have pro- 
vided me with proper methods with which I was able to recognize 
a person and identify him by his true name. 

Mr. Armns. And there is no question in your mind whatsoever, 
while you are under oath, that this person whom you knew as head of 
the National Textile Commission under the code name of Fred is in 
truth and fact Robert Handman? 

Mr. Penna. There is none whatsoever, sir. 

Mr. Arens. You will have an opportunity in another day or two 
to make further identification of him because he is under subpena 
likewise. 

Mr. Penna. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Now would you kindly proceed to give us another name. 

Mr. Penna. The next person, I believe his code name was Fred 
from New Jersey. 

Mr. Arens. Was that Sheldrick? : 

Mr. Penna. I did not know his name, that is, his true name, until 
after, I believe, the third meeting we held. We came out together 
for just about 3 or 4 minutes, and at that time he showed me a card 
from the post office stating that his mail was going to be under sur- 
veillance for the next 30 days. He had obtained this from a friend 
in the Post Office Department. , 

Mr. Arens. Is this George Sheldrick now ? 

Mr. Penna. At that time when he showed me this, I noticed his 
name; and subsequently in my reports to the intelligence agency with 
which I was working, it was definitely established as being George 
Sheldrick from New Jersey. 

Mr. Arens. And was his code name Jack ? 

Mr. Penna. I am quite sure it was Jack. 
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Mr. Arens. All right, sir. Is there another person who, to your 
certain knowledge, is on the National Textile Commission of the 
Communist operation in the United States ? 

Mr. Penna. There was another person representing the South, 
particularly the areas of North and South Carolina and Virginia. 
This person—I found his true identity to be William Evans. 

Mr. Argens. Was his code name Bill? 

Mr. Penta. Yes, his code name was Bill. 

Mr. Arpns. And you ascertained to a moral certainty that Bill is 
Bill Evans, William Evans, by certain security devices which we will 
not discuss on a public record. Is that correct? 

Mr. Penna. No, sir. I would not say that in the case of Evans. 
I went down South to the Carolinas on a mission of the party, and 
at that time the person that was to assist me was Bill Evans, and 
that is how I found his true identity. 

Mr. Arens. He is the same person who served with you in New 
York City on the National Textile Commission of the Communist 
Party. Is that correct? 

Mr. Penna. All these persons were delegates from various areas, 
members of the National Textile Commission. 

Mr. Arens. But, specifically, Bill Evans was one of those persons. 
Is that correct ? 

Mr. Penna. There is no doubt in my mind. 

Mr. Arens. Now tell us just a word about this trip. 

Mr. Penna. Incidentally, if I may? 

Mr. Arens. Excuse me. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Penna. While we are on identification, no one knew who I was 
at the time, too. I used the code name of Tom. And none of the 
other members in the commission were aware what my true name was 
or where I came from in New England. 

Mr. Arens. Now tell us about this trip that you made to the South, 
as a member of the National Textile Commission of Communist 
operation. First of all, where did you go? 

Mr. Penna. I went to North and South Carolina. 

Mr. Arens. What year, please, sir ? 

Mr. Penna. This was approximately September of 1955. 

Mr. Arens. Who paid for your trip ? 

Mr. Penna. The expenses were incurred by the Communist Party. 
I was given $100 by the district organizer, Sidney Lipshires. 

Mr. Arens. What was the purpose of your trip ? 

Mr. Penna. The purpose of the trip was, during one of the Na- 
tional Textile Commission meetings, it was felt that textiles in New 
England had a lot to contribute to the program that the National 
Texile Commission had for the South, the textile dustry. As such, 
it was recommended at that meeting that I be delegated to go to the 
South for the purposes of making observations as to what were the 
conditions and what were areas into which colonizers could be sent, to 
see how the local areas were operating in the textile industries, to 
meet with colonizers that had been sent there in previous years, to 
give a full report on the organizational setup of the various sections 
that I went into. 

Mr. Arens. Now may I invite your attention to this operation in 
Durham, North Carolina? To your certain knowledge were Com- 
munist Party colonizers sent to that area? 
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Mr. Penna. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arrens. Can you tell us the names of the principal colonizers 
who were sent there ? 

Mr. Penna. One was Oscar Berland. 

Mr. Arens. Was he from New York? 

Mr. Penna. He is originally from New York State. 

Mr. Arens. To your certain knowledge is he a Communist Party 
colonizer ¢ 

Mr. Penna. He isa Communist Party colonizer; yes. 

Mr. Arens. Is there another person ? 

Mr. Penna. There is Marge Spurny. 

Mr. Arens. Where was she from originally ? 

Mr. Penna. I believe she was originally from New Jersey. Inci- 
dentally she, I found later, was a cousin of Geoffrey White. 

Mr. Arens. Was she to your certain knowledge a Communist Party 
colonizer who was sent, pursuant to your recommendations, into the 
Southland ? 

Mr. Penna. Not on my recommendations. She had already been 
in the South when I got there. 

Mr. Arens. Isee. Allright. Is there another name? 

Mr. Penna. There was a fellow by the name of William Robertson. 
He was from Virginia. 

Mr. Arrens. Was he a Communist Party colonizer ? 

Mr. Penna. Absolutely, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Where was he sent? 

Mr. Penna. He was sent, I believe, to Erwin Mills in Durham. 

Mr. Arens. North Carolina ? 

Mr. Penna. Yes, sir; in North Carolina. 

Mr. Arens. Is there another name? 

Mr. Penna. Nat, Nathaniel Bond. 

Mr. Arens. Did he have an alias? 

Mr. Penna. Yes, he did. 

Mr. Arens. Was it Joe? 

Mr. Penna. His alias was Joe, that is absolutely correct. I would 
like just to make a little emphasis on why there was an alias with 
him. He was a Negro, and the party felt that it would be rather 
strange for white comrades to meet with Negroes; and in order to 
protect both the white comrades and the Negro, it was felt that code 
names should be established. 

Mr. Arens. Was he to your certain knowledge a Communist Party 
colonizer who was sent into Durham, North Carolina? 

Mr. Penna. From what I gathered while there, which I believe I 
reported when I came back, he is a native of one of the Southern 
States, but he was a colonizer. 

Mr. Arens. Is there another person? May I suggest the name of 
Ella Levine Matthews? 

Mr. Penna. There was a couple that came to Durham after I came 
back from various trips that I made—I believe on the weekend that I 
was there—a couple by the name of William Matthews and Ella Le- 
vine Matthews, a young couple sent as colonizers from New York. 

Mr. Arens. So this record may be clear, you have on some instances 
used the word “colonizers” rather than “Communist Party colonizers.” 
When you used this word “colonizers” in each and every instance did 
you intend to encompass “Communist Party colonizers” ? 
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Mr. Penna. Absolutely, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Now, is there another person? 

Mr. Penna. In the Durham section ? 

Mr. Arens. Yes, sir. May I suggest the name of Jerome Van 
Camp ? 

Mr. Penna. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Give us a word about him, please, sir. 

Mr. Penua. Jerome Van Camp, I believe, was also a Southerner 
from some other segment of that area; and he had been sent into one 
of the major plants in Durham. I believe it was the Erwin Mills. 

Mr. Arens. Is there another name, please, sir? Mary Robertson— 
may I suggest her name? 

Mr. Penna. Mary Robertson, the wife of William Robertson. 

Mr. Arens. And a word about her, please, sir. 

Mr. Penna. She was a colonizer. At the time I arrived there, 
she was in a different type of occupation because of the fact that like 
a few others, as a result of this committee having been there and done 
an excellent job, they found themselves outside of their working base. 

Mr. Arens. When you say “this committee,” you are alluding to 
the House Committee on Un-American Activities ? 

Mr. Penna. That is correct, sir. As a result, she was working as 
a technician in the Duke University or Duke Hospital, within the cam- 
pus of Duke University. Presently, or to my last information I 
received, she has been living in Chicago. 

Mr. Arens. Now may I invite your attention to— 

Mr. Penna. I just would like to raise one thing before going into 
other names of other areas. These people that I mention—I think 
it is very important at this time to state that these are not just plain 
rank-and-fileCommunists. These are experts, hard-core Communists, 
very zealous, and adherents to party discipline at all times, and they 
are equipped by and large with college degrees, starting from bachelors 
to masters, most everyone. 

Mr. Arens. Of course when they get into the area they take menial 
jobs, do they not, and fail to reveal, or hide the college education they 
have had. Is that not true? 

Mr. Penna. This is not only happening in the South but also in 
the North. Their occupational and educational background is com- 
pletely omitted. Fictitious backgrounds are established because they 
feel they would never get a job if they put down their true back- 
ground. Any sane employer would say, “Why should you become a 
eon or what-have-you when you have a bachelor’s or master’s 

egree ?” 

Mr. Arens. Now may I invite your attention to the Winston-Salem 
area and ask you, on the basis of your background and experience 
and operation as a member of the National Textile Commission, to tell 
us the names of persons who, to your certain knowledge, in the last two 
or three years have been Communist Party colonizers in the Winston- 
Salem, North Carolina, vicinity. 

Mr. Penua. Warren Williams who is also the section organizer for 
Winston-Salem area. 

Mr. Arens. What plant is he working in there, do you know? 

Mr. Penna. I don’t recall at the present. I did know. 

Mr. Arens. Is there another name? How about his wife? Is Re- 
becca Williams his wife? 
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Mr. Penna. Rebecca Williams. Yes; his wife. 

Mr. Arens. Is she likewise a colonizer ? 

Mr. Penna. I would not classify her as a colonizer. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know her as a comrade? 

Mr. Penna. I know her asa leading comrade in the area. 

Mr. Arens. George Van Camp ? 

Mr. Penna. I was just going to bring up George Van Camp, an- 
othercolonizer. Itisstrange 

Mr. Arens. These are all in the Winston-Salem area now ? 

Mr. Penna. These are all Winston-Salem. It is rather strange for 
the average person to know of this, but it is nothing new or strange 
in the party, that George Van Camp, again a college graduate, pursued 
his studies in a college which I don’t recall the name of in the religious 
life. So, therefore, I want to establish the point of how the party 
operates. J mean that is the important thing. Here is a man that 
spent several years and on paper it meant one thing, but in practice it 
was another. 

Mr. Arens. Betty Van Camp? 

Mr. Penna. Betty Van Camp, wife of George Van Camp, she 
is a member of the Section Committee of Winston-Salem. 

Mr. Arens. Was she likewise a colonizer in the Winston-Salem area ? 

Mr. Penna. I don’t recall. 

Mr. Arens. Did you know her as a comrade? 

Mr. Penna. I had secret meetings with her, too. 

Mr. Arrns. Asa comrade? 

Mr. Penna. As a member of the Communist Party. I would like 
to point out here that the people that I am referring to during my trip 
in the South were all Communists; because of the very fact that my 
mission was a secret mission, no one was supposed to know. I was 
only supposed to meet hard-core Communists, trusted members. 

Mr. ws. Karl Korstad ? 

Mr. Penna. Karl Korstad was in charge of the High Point Indus- 
eal Commission, which is, I believe, some 25 miles from Winston- 

alem. 

Mr. Arens. Ruth Van Camp? 

Mr. Penna. Ruth Van Camp today is Ruth Van Camp Evans. She 
has married Bill Evans, whom we have reported. I would like to 
just illustrate a point here again of party finances. When I arrived 
there and after being through several areas and I landed in Winston- 
Salem, that day or the previous day Ruth Van Camp arrived from 
Florida. She had been sent to Florida by the State apparatus of the 
North Carolina Party for the purposes of establishing residence and 
obtaining a divorce in order to marry Bill Evans. The party felt 
that both of them could do a much more effective job if they were mar- 
ried. The matter of finances didn’t mean anything in this case. 

ae How about the matter of morals? Did it mean any- 
thing? 

Mr. Penna. I raised the question that, as far as I knew, since she had 
been divorced relatively a very, very short time that if she did get 
married in Florida, and then they came back to Carolina to function, 
they would be subject to the laws of Carolina, and they would not be 
considered married. They were willing to take that risk. The party 
policy was the main thing they had to carry out. 
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Mr. Arens. Frances Korstad ? 

Mr. Penna. Frances Korstad is the wife of Karl. She is also a 
member of the High Point Industrial Commission. 

Mr. Arens. In North Carolina? 

Mr. Penna. In North Carolina. I may add that Karl Korstad is 
considered one of the most able theoreticians of that area in North 
Carolina. 

Mr. Arens. Eugene Feldman ? 

Mr. Penna. Eugene Feldman is a colonizer who came from Ala- 
bama to Carolina. However, his native place was not Alabama either. 
It was some other state in the Union. Incidentally, he used to teach 
Sunday School in the synagogue in the area there at the same time. 

Mr. Arnns. Now I should like to leave the National Textile Com- 
mission as a subject and invite your attention specifically to the sub- 
ject of Communist Party underground operations. May I ask, first 
of all, who are now, to your certain knowledge, the leaders of the 
Communist Party underground in this area ? 

Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest, in view of the fact that we 
have approximately 6 other witnesses who were subpenaed to appear 
today and this witness has such a tremendous amount of information, 
that we, if it meets with the approval of the committee, suspend with 
this witness at this time in order to get along with our very heavy 
schedule. In the next several days while we are here we can resume 
with this witness. He can be available at the committee’s pleasure, 
and then we will be able to get into other subjects with him. 

Mr. Doyix. The witness is under subpena. 

Mr. Arens. I remember suggesting that there be a record entry 
made that he is under continued subpena. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Movutprer. The record will show the witness is under subpena, 
and the subpena will continue in full force and effect. Having con- 
ferred with my colleagues on the committee, we have decided that 
you will be temporarily excused, Mr. Penha, as a witness, subject to 
recall at any time during the course of the hearings here. We would 
suggest that you remain in the hearing room to hear testimony of 
other witnesses who are now about to be called. 

The record will also show that, in accordance and pursuant to laws 
and the rules of the Committee on Un-American Activities, Chair- 
man Francis EK. Walter has appointed a subcommittee for purposes of 
conducting hearings here in Boston, composed of Representative 
Clyde Doyle, of California; Representative Kdwin EK. Willis, of Louis- 
iana; Representative Bernard W. Kearney, of New York; Represent- 
ative Robert J. McIntosh, of Michigan; and myself, Morgan M. 
Moulder, as chairman of this subcommittee. At this time Mr. Doyle, 
of California, Mr. Kearney, of New York, and Mr. McIntosh, of 
Michigan, are present, and I, as chairman of the subcommittee, am 
present, thereby constituting a quorum of the committee. 

We wish to commend you, Mr. Penha, for the service which you 
have rendered to your country and your cooperation with this com- 
mittee, for the great work that you have performed in preserving 
our American way of life and in our fight to protect our security and 
American way of life from the Godless slavery of communism. We 
realize the sacrifice, the personal sacrifice, and the hard work you 
have performed as a loyal American citizen, in giving us the informa- 


Se 
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tion which you have given to us to enable us, as members of Congress, 
to enact legislation for the protection and security of our great Nation. 

We are deeply grateful to you for your great service “to our coun- 
try, to the Congress, and to this committee. Thank you very much. 

Mr. Pena. Thank you, sit. 

Mr. Moutper. You will be recalled for testimony which we eee 
to hear from you during this week. 

Mr. Penna. Thank you. 

Mr. Moutper. Thank you very much. 

Mr. Doyrtx. I suggest, Mr. Chairman, that we emphasize that this 
witness is being continued under subpena from the United States 
Confress with the full force and benefit of all the Federal depart- 
ments of law enforcement and protection behind it. 

Mr. Mourper. That is true. 

Mr. Penna. Thank you. It isa comfort. 

Mr. Mouuper. Thank you. We think you are a very fine, loyal 
American citizen, and we appreciate what you have done. You are 
excused temporarily asa witness, Mr. Penha. 

As I have stated a quorum of the committee is present; and I ob- 
serve that we have an Irishman from California, Mr. Doyle, on my 
left and another Irishman, Mr. Kearney, of New York, on my right 
and a Scotsman, Mr. McIntosh, on my left on the other end. 

Mr. Moutper. Call the next witness. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, the next witness is Ralph Lofsky. 

Kindly come forward and remain standing while the chairman 
administers an oath to you. 

Mr. Moutprr. Do you solemnly swear that the testimony which you 
are about to give before the Committee on Un-American Activities 
will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help 
you God? 

Mr. Lorsxy. I do, Mr. Chairman. 


TESTIMONY OF RALPH C. LOFSKY? 


Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself by name, residence, and 
occupation. 

Mr. Lorsxy. May I ask a question first ? 

Mr. Arens. If you please, sir. 

Mr. Lorsxy. I think I understood the chairman correctly at the 
beginning of the hearings saying that no pictures would be taken. 

Mr. Mourper. The witness is correct, and photographers and those 
who may be taking pictures will desist and refrain from taking pho- 
tographs of the witness while he is testifying, or at any time duri ing 
the course of his testimony before this committee. 

Mr. Lorsxy. Thank you, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself by name, residence, and 
occupation. 

Mr. Lorsxy. My name is Ralph Lofsky. 

Mr. Arens. Would you kindly keep your voice up, sir? 

Mr. Lorsxy. I am sorry. My name is Ralph Lofsky. I live in 
Providence, Rhode Island, and I operate a small jewelry factory in 
Rhode Island. 


1 Voucher for witness fee signed Ralph ‘‘C.’”’ Lofsky. 
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Mr. Arens. You are appearing today, Mr. Lofsky, in response to 
a subpena which was served upon you by the House Committee on 
Un-American Activities ? 

Mr. Lorsxy. That is correct, sir. 

Mr. Arens. You do not have counsel ? 

Mr. Lorsxy. No, sir, I do not. 

Mr. Arens. You understand you have the privilege of counsel 
under the rules of this committee? 

Mr. Lorsxy. I understand that, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Lofsky, how long have you been a resident of 
Providence, Rhode Island ? 

Mr. Lorsxy. All my life, sir. Well, there were a few short inter- 
ruptions. 

Mr. Arens. I beg your pardon ? 

Mr. Lorsxy. There were two periods in which I wasn’t a resident. 
But essentially all my life. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Lofsky, we have subpenaed you here before this 
committee because it is our understanding that you have information 
which you could contribute to the fund of knowledge of this com- 
mittee so that it can legislate, or recommend legislation, with refer- 
ence to the Communist operation in the United States. Particularly 
we understand you have information respecting finances and financial 
operations of the Communist Party. Do you have information, sir, 
respecting financing of the Communist Party in the New England 
area ? 

Mr. Lorsxy. I must respectfully decline that question, on the basis 
of my privilege of self-incrimination. 

Mr. Arens. Do you honestly apprehend, sir, that if you told this 
committee truthfully such information as you possess respecting 
financing of the Communist Party in the New England area, you 
would be supplying information which might be used against you ma 
criminal proceeding ? 

Mr. Lorsky. Sir, may I say this: I am not an attorney. I don’t 
mean to be humorous, but the reason primarily that I don’t have an 
attorney is that I didn’t have, and didn’t care to borrow, the money to 
bring an attorney from around here. 

Mr. Arens. Just answer this question: Do you honestly fear crimi- 
nal prosecution if you told us truthfully ? 

Mr. Lorsxy. I don’t know. I have been advised that unless I plead 
self-incrimination, sir, that there is a possibility of that; and not bein 
an attorney, I think that that is my right under the Constitution, an 
I wish to recognize it, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know a person by the name of Armando Penha, 
the gentleman who just preceded you on the witness stand ? 

Mr. Lorsxy. I decline to answer that on the same grounds, sir. 

Mr. Arens. This gentleman this morning took an oath and, while he 
was testifying before this committee, he said that while he was an 
undercover operator in the Communist Party in this area he knew you 
as a Communist; he knew you as a section committee member of the 
Communist operation in Providence, R. I., in charge of dues and 
finances and the like. We want to give you an opportunity now, 
while you are under oath, to deny such an assertion respecting yourself. 
Do you care to avail yourself of that privilege? 
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Mr. Lorsxy. Again, sir, very respectfully I would decline to answer 
that question on the same grounds. 

Mr. Arens. Was Mr. Penha in error when he identified you as a 
member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Lorsxy. Sir, again I decline to answer; and, if I may, I would 
say this: Again I am not an attorney. I think, though, if I had the 
opportunity in a courtroom under equal court and American justice 
procedures, that I would be on certain grounds to answer many of 
these questions. I am only doing this in protection to myself, sir, 
which [I understand is the only recourse that I have at this time. 

Mr. Arens. Are you now a member of the Communist Party—now, 
this minute ? 

Mr. Lorsxy. Is it permissible to ask the committee a question, a 
legal question, I mean ? 

Mr. Arens. Kindly answer that question. Are you now a member 
of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Lorsxy. Well, sir, if I can’t ask the question, I will have to 
decline to answer that question, too, on the same grounds. 

Mr. Moutper. I don’t understand the witness. 

Mr. Lorsxy. I wanted to ask the question. I don’t know whether it 
is according to—. 

Mr. Moutper. After you have responded to counsel’s question. 

Mr. Lorsxy. I wanted to ask the chairman a question. I don’t know 
whether that is permitted or not, sir. 

Mr. Moutper. Do you understand the question that has been asked ? 

Mr. Lorsxy. Yes, I do. But I did want to ask a question. How- 
ever, I think 

Mr. Movuuper. You are directed to respond to the question. 

Mr. Lorsxy. I decline, sir, on the basis that it might be self-incrimi- 
nating. 

ia Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that this con- 
clude the staff interrogation of this witness. 

Mr. Kearney. Mr. Chairman, may I ask a question here? 

Do I understand you decline to answer questions put to you by 
counsel as to whether you are a member of the Communist Party at 
thistime? Is that correct ? 

Mr. Lorsxy. Thatiscorrect,sir. I did. 

Mr. Kearney. All right then my question to you is: If you are 
not a member of the Communist Party at this time, would you so 
state to this committee ? 

Mr. Lorsxy. Sir, lam ata disadvantage at this point. 

Mr. Kearney. I know youare not a lawyer. 

Mr. Lorsxy. If I had legal advice, I might be able to answer that 
question. ; 

Mr. Knarney. I heard that 2 or 3 times. That is a simple question, 

Mr. Lorsrxy. If I had legal advice, I might be able to answer that 
question. Not having legal advice, I think for my own protection 

Mr. Kearney. Is there anything so—— 

Mr. Lorsxy. That is the question I wanted to ask the committee. 
I don’t know whether the committee would be or not 

Mr. Krarnry. Why don’t you ask the chairman now ? 

Mr. Lorsxy. The question I wanted to ask the committee is a legal 
question that I have no knowledge of, Mr. Chairman, and that is the 
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question of waiving of immunity. Now I don’t know in answering 
some questions whether or not I might be waiving my immunity, in 
other words, waiving the right to further plead on the basis of self- 
incrimination. And it is only because of my ignorance of the law 
at this point that I feel that it isa much safer procedure for me to— 

Mr. Moutprr. As I understand, you have not answered any ques- 
tions yet. 

Mr. Lorsxy. I mean on some questions, for instance, which the 
counsel or the chairman may ask of me, I might be able to answer 
those questions if I knew that I would not be waiving my immunity 
and my Federal immunity in doing so. If I don’t know that, sir, 
then I am pleading self-incrimination. 

Mr. Movutprr. Do you mean there are some questions you would 
like to answer ? 

Mr. Lorsxy. No. Isay there might be. 

Mr. Movunprr. Then, the rule which you are referring to, would 
not, I think—I cannot see why it would—offer any solution to your 
problem if you refuse to answer any question. 

Mr. Lorsxy. I am not sure, Mr. Chairman. That is why I respect- 
fully decline to answer. 

Mr. Doytz. Mr. Chairman 

Mr. Kearney. I just want to finish this. 

Mr. Dorr. Go ahead. 

Mr. Krarnny. The question that I asked you—if you were not a 
member of the Communist Party at the present time, would you so 
state in view of your previous answers? 

Mr. Lorsxy. I think in reply to that question, if I was sure of the 
grounds of immunity, I would have an answer for it, sir. 

Mr. Kearney. I did not get that. 

Mr. Lorsxy. I am not at all sure. I think it is very simple. I 
am appearing before this committee by myself. I don’t want the 
committee to think that I am being disrespectful because I intend no 
disrespect. However, I am not sure of my constitutional grounds. 
I do know—at least I think I know—that in pleading self-incrimina- 
tion I have a right to do that, and I am not sure in answering to some 
questions which might be put to me, including possibly yours, Mr. 
Kearney, is it—that if I answered this question, that I might not be 
waiving my further right to plead on the fifth amendment? I don’t 
know the answer to that, Mr. Chairman. I very frankly say so. 

Mr. Krarney. I might state to the witness at this time—and I 
think the chairman will concur in my views—that any time you are 
in doubt as to what your constitutional rights are, appeal to the 
Chair, and he certainly will tell you what they are. It is not our 
purpose to persecute a witness coming before this committee. All we 
are trying to seek is the truth, with your cooperation, if you feel like 
giving it to us. If you feel like taking refuge behind the first, fifth, 
or some of the other amendments that you might have in mind, the 
amendments to the Constitution—if you feel your answers might place 
you in the position of self-incrimination, you certainly have the right 
to refuse to answer the questions. 

Mr. Lorsxy. It is on the basis of that right that I have taken that 
position. 

Mr. Dorie. Witness, you have been in the courtroom here all day, 
have you not ? 
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Mr. Lorsky. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Doyte. I thought I saw you back there. 

Mr. Lorsxy. Yes, sir. I was under subpena to appear at 10 o’clock 
this morning. 

Mr. Doyte. Of course, you heard all the witness stated, did you 
not ? 

Mr. Lorsky. Yes, I did. 

Mr. Doytz. Was there anything he said about you that was not 
true? We always give a witness as prompt an opportunity as we can 
to deny any statement. You heard every statement he made. Now, 
what statement did he make about you that was not true ? 

Mr. Lorsxy. Well, Mr. Chairman, again I would prefer not to 
answer that on the basis that it may be incriminating. 

Mr. Dorie. Yes. I heard you just a minute ago. You may not 
have intended to say it. But I heard you say, “I have been advised 
that I might waive my constitutional rights.” 

Mr. Lorsxy. Not legally, sir. Not by 
Mr. Doyie. But you consulted with legal counsel before you came 
here a little bit at least, did you not? 

Mr. Lorsxy. Yes, I have. 

Mr. Doyre. Sure you have. You came here fully advised about 
your legal rights, did you not ? 

Mr. Lorsxy. Well 

Mr. Doytr. You went to your lawyer and conferred with him 
about appearing here, did you not, and what your constitutional 
rights would be? 

Mr. Lorskxy. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Doyiz. So when you come here and say you do not know 
what your constitutional rights are, that is false, is it not, because 
you have had legal advice ? 

Mr. Lorsxy. No, sir. I know my Constitutional—I think I know 
that my constitutional rights permit me to plead the fifth amendment. 
Mr. Doytr. Yes, they do. 

Mr. Lorsxy. And at times the first amendment. 

Mr. Dortx. Yes. 

Mr. Lorsxy. And beyond that I am not a lawyer and don’t know 
1e technicality of it. 

Mr. Dorie. We could not object to that. The thing I noticed is 
your making believe here you have not had legal advice. 

Mr. Lorsxy. No, sir. 

Mr. Dorin. And now you say you have. 

Mr. Lorsxy. I did consult my attorney. I said I didn’t bring him 
down here. Obviously I didn’t. And I didn’t bring him down for a 
personal reason. 

Mr. Dorie. I could tell from your answers that you had legal advice 
and that you knew fully what your constitutional rights were. And 
when you asked our distinguished chairman the question you did, you 
did it to make a front appearance. 

Mr. Lorsxy. No, sir. 

Mr. Doyrx. As though you did not know what your rights were. 

Mr. Lorsxy. No, sir, I haven’t—— 

Mr. Doyrn. All the time you did know before you came in this 
room. 
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Mr. Lorsxy. Iam sorry, sir, that is not the case. 

Mr. Doriz. We are wise as to what you folks do. 

Mr. Arens. Since you received your subpena to appear before this 
committee, have you conferred with reference to your appearance 
before this committee, with any person known by you to be a member 
of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Lorsxy. I would decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Arens. I respectfully suggest, Mr. Chairman, that will con- 
clude the staff interrogation of this witness. 

Mr. McInrosu. Mr. Witness, you suggest, at least I take it from 
your testimony, that you might be willing to cooperate with this 
committee if you were a little more certain of some of the implica- 
tions of your answers as to a waiver of your constitutional rights. 

Mr. Lorsxy. No. I didn’t mean to leave that impression, sir. All 
I said was that some questions which could be put to me, and I think 
were about to be put to me—that perhaps some questions might have 
been assuming something that wasn’t so. Yet I could have answered 
if I knew exactly what my legal rights were. Since I don’t, I prefer 
not to. 

Mr. McIntosu. Mr. Witness, we will be here a few days. Would 
it help this situation if we continued you under subpena, perhaps re- 
ferred you to the bar association, legal aid committee or something, 
to review this question, and then bring you back to the stand? 

Mr. Lorsxy. No, sir, I don’t think so, sir. 

Mr. McInvosu. That would not help? 

Mr. Lorsxy. I don’t think so. 

Mr. Kearney. In other words, Mr. Witness, then regardless of all 
your talk about you are not present with any attorney, whether you 
received assistance from the legal aid portion of the bar association 
or any other attorney, your answers would still be the same, would 
they not? 

Mr. Lorsry. Sir, I feel that since I already have been sworn in as 
a witness and am appearing here, that there would be nothing to 
be served so far as I am concerned in 

Mr. Kearnry. Nothing to be served upon further questioning you 
upon the part of the committee. That is all. 

Mr. Moutprer. May I inquire of you—you made some statement 
about Immunity—if this committee takes proper steps to assure you 
of immunity from prosecution as a result of any answers which 
you may give to questions concerning Communist Party activities, 
would you then cooperate with the committee and answer those 
questions ? 

Mr. Lorsxy. Sir, I can’t answer that question. 

Mr. Movtper. All right. 

Mr. Lorsxy. I am not a legal person. I don’t know the answer. 

Mr. Movurprer. The witness is excused. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest our next wit- 
ness, who was and is under subpena to appear before this committee, 
is Mary Figueirido. Her counsel presented me this morning with 
a doctor’s certificate to the effect that Mrs. Figueirido is ill and being 
admitted to the hospital. I, therefore, respectfully suggest, Mr. 
Chairman, that there be a record entry that she be excused from ap- 
pearance before the committee now but be continued for an indefinite 
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period under the subpena, pending a situation where she might regain 
her health. 

Mr. Movuuper. Request of able counsel is approved, and it is so 
ordered. 

Mr. Arens. The next witness, if you please, Mr. Chairman, will be 
Mr. Sam Appel. 

Kindly come forward if you please, sir, and remain standing while 
the chairman administers the oath. 

Mr. Arren. Mr. Chairman, please, I understood no pictures are to 
be taken. 

Mr. Moutper. No pictures will be taken. 

Will you hold up your right hand and be sworn. 

Do you solemnly swear that the testimony which you are about to 
give before the subcommittee will be the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Apprn. I do, sir. 


TESTIMONY OF SAMUEL APPEL, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
GERALD A. BERLIN 


Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself, sir, by name, residence, and 
occupation. 

Mr. Apren. My name is Samuel Appel. I live in Fall River, 
Mass., and I work in a dye house. 

I submitted a statement this morning to the counsel, which I would 
like now to read to you please, sir. 

Mr. Arens. You are appearing today, Mr. Appel, in response to a 
subpena which was served upon you by the House Committee on 
Un-American Activities ? 

Mr. Arpen. That is correct, sir. 

Mr. Arrens. You are represented by counsel ? 

Mr. Arprrei. Iam, sir. 

Mr. Arens. C ounsel, kindly identify yourself on this record. 

Mr. Bertin. Gerald A. Berlin, with offices in Boston. 

Mr. Arens. Now, Mr. Appel, with reference to the statement which 
you submitted, the rules of this committee provide any statement to 
be submitted by a witness shall be submitted 24 hours in advance 
before consideration by the committee. I now have the statement in 
my hand, which I shall submit to the committee for its consideration, 
déliberation, and to determine whether or not it shall incorporate the 
statement in this record by reference. 

While the committee is doing that, Mr. Appel, kindly tell us where 
and when you were born. 

Mr. Apren. I was born August 21, 1907, in Poland. 

Mr. Arens. And when did. you come to the United States? 

Mr. Apreu. 1909. 

Mr. Arens. Are you now a citizen of the United States. 

Mr. Arren. Yes, sir; I am. 

Mr. Arens. Are you a naturalized citizen ? 

Mr. Apret. Derivative naturalization. 

Mr. Arens. Give us please, sir, a word about your education. 

Mr. Aprrrn. High school education and a bachelor of arts degree. 

Mr. Arens. From what university ? 
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Mr. Arret. Ohio State University. 

Mr. Arens. And was that in 1940? 

Mr. Arpet. No, sir; in 1930. 

Mr. Arens. 1930. Then tell us, if you please, sir, the principal 
employments you have had since you concluded your formal educa- 
tion. 

Mr. Arpew. I have been a textile worker, shoe worker, and organizer 
for shoe workers’ union for many years, and now working in a dye 
house. 

Mr. Arens. In what capacity were you an organizer; for what 
group were you an organizer for the shoe workers industry? 

Mr. Appren. I was an organizer for the United Shoe Workers of 
America, CIO. 

Mr. Arens. Where were you employed as a representative of that 
entity, that organization ? 

Mr. Apret. In the Boston area, primarily. 

Mr. Arens. Over what period of time, please, sir ? 

Mr. Arpet. Oh, about 10, 15 years, I guess, 10 or 12 years, some- 
thing like that—maybe more. 

Mr. Arens. How long have you lived in the Fall River area? 
Mr. Arpren. About 8 years, sir. 

Mr. Arens. And during that period of time have you always been 
engaged in your present occupation ? 

Mr. Appr. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. For what firms or organizations do you work? 

Mr. Arpen. I work for Spindle City Dye Works, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Specifically, what do you do there, sir? 

Mr. Apret. I work on production. 

Mr. Arens. What do you produce? 

Mr. Arpet. We do dyeing of yarns and things of that sort, and I 
help in the scheduling of work. I do preparation of the work, and 
so forth. 

Mr. Arens. Are you now a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Arret. No, sir; I am not. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever been a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Arpen. Just one moment, sir. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Appren. I was a member of the Communist Party, but I want 
to make it quite clear now that I am not now; and I will be glad to 
answer any questions this committee may ask me about my past 
membership, concerning myself; but I will not answer any questions 
concerning any of my associates or any people I knew at that time. 

Mr. Argens. Over what period of time were you a member of the 
Communist Party ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Apren. The precise time is not too clear in my mind. How- 
ever, I think it was around the 1930’s; and I left the early part of 
the 1950’s, about 1951, 1952—something like that. I am not too clear 
of the dates. 

Mr. Arens. During the course of your membership in the Com- 
munist Party did you know a person by the name of Armando Penha? 

Mr. Aprret. Just one moment. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Apret. What is the pertinency of that question, sir? 
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Mr. Arrens. The purpose of the question, among other things, is to 
confirm the testimony of a witness who testified under oath before 
this committee this morning, that while he was a member of the 
Communist Party, he knew you as a Communist. We expect also to 
explore with you factual information, during the course of your testi- 
mony, which will be helpful to this committee in consideration of a 
number of legislative recommendations that are pending before this 
committee to undertake to strenthen this Nation against the Commu- 
nist conspiracy. 

Now, answer the question. 

Mr. Apprt. I vaguely remember Mr. Penha—very faintly and 
vaguely. 

Mr. Arrens. Did you break from the Communist Party in 1951? 

Mr. Arve. I didn’t actually break ; I just dropped out. 

Mr. Armns. Are you completely, irrevocably, out of the Communist 
operations now ? 

Mr. Apret. I am, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Kindly tell us what post you held in the Communist 
Party during the period of some 20 years in which you were a member 
of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Apprt. What relevancy does this have in this hearing now, sir? 

Mr. Arens. Considerable relevancy now, sir, in respect that this 
committee has under consideration a great number of proposals to 
strengthen this Nation against the penetration and operation of the 
Communist conspiracy in the United States. If you, as an individual, 
have been in the Communist conspiracy for 20 years, as you have 
just testified, you undoubtedly have an accumulation of information, 
factual material, which, if you will supply it to your Government, will 
be helpful to this committee in its appraisal of this legislation, for 
the purpose of recommending to the United States Congress changes 
in each of numerous enactments on the statute books, to enable your 
Government better to cope with this conspiracy. 

Now, will you kindly answer the question ? 

Mr. Movuxprr. May I say, and add to your statement, Mr. Arens: 
Recommendations with particular reference to the omnibus security 
bill introduced by the chairman of this committee, Mr. Walter, H. R. 
9937, and also in connection with amendments under consideration by 
the committee in connection with the Internal Security Act, the For- 
eign Agents Registration Act, the Communist Control Act of 1954. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Apret. Before I answer that statement, sir, will my statement 
here that I presented to you be a part of the record ? 

Mr, Arens. It has been submitted by myself, sir, to the committee 
for its consideration and determination as to whether or not it wants 
to order that statement to be a part of the record. 

Mr. Arve. I would like to put that statement in the record before 
I proceed with the further questioning. 

Mr. Arens. Would you kindly answer the question which is out- 
standing, namely, to tell this committee the positions or posts which 
you have held in the course of your 20 years’ membership in the Com- 
munist Party ?. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 
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Mr. Arrrn. I didn’t hold any positions of any outstanding nature 
of any kind. I was primarily concerned during those years with be- 
ing an organizer for a union. My job consisted primarily of organ- 
izing shoe workers, and my role in the Communist Party was very, 
very limited—actually to just about membership—and so I held no 
outstanding posts or any positions that I can recall. 

Mr. AREN ns. Tell us, first of all then, please, sir, the first entity 
of the Communist Party with which you were identified in the course 
of your career in the party. 

Mr. Arpet. I don’t quite follow. 

Mr. Arens. To what cell, section, branch, unit, fraction of the Com- 
munist Party were you first attached ? 

‘Mr. Aprren. I was a member of Shoe Workers Group, the Shoe 
Workers Fraction. 

Mr. Arens. Where? 

Mr. Arrest. In the Boston area. 

Mr. Arens. And when did you first become connected with that ? 

Mr. Apren. In the early 1930’s; the exact date I am not quite sure 
about. 

Mr. Arens. How many members were there in that fraction ? 

Mr. Apren. At that time it varied, but at one time it may have been 
as high as 15 or 20 people. 

Mr. Arens. How long did you maintain an identification or affilia- 
tion with that fraction / 

Mr. ee About 1936-87, something like that. 

Mr. Arens. Then I take it for about 7 years you were identified with 
that partict ane fraction; is that correct 4 

me Arren. Possibly—I am not quite sure of the years, at the time, 

ay thing of that sort. It has been a long time. 

Mr. Arens. During this period of time from 1930 to 1937, or there- 
abouts, were you ¢ -onnected with, attached to, or affilated with, any 
other entity of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Appen. Not that I can recall, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Tell us, please, sir, the functions you performed on 
behalf of the Communist Party as a member of this shoe fraction. 

Mr. Appet. I performed no particular function. I was a member 
of the group and paid dues. We met, discussed questions about the 
industry, how to further the industry, the organization of the industry, 
and things to that effect. That is about—it has been such a long time, 
but that 1s about the effect of it. 

Mr. Arens. In addition to discussing what to do with the industry, 
what was done by the fraction or members of the fraction within 
the industry to further the Communist cause ? 

Mr. Arpen. It was no particular discussion about furthering the 
Communist cause, per se. What we were primarily concerned about 
was to organize the shoe workers and to see if we can improve some of 
the wages and conditions that existed at that time. 

Mr. Arens. What efforts were made to or ganize the shoe workers ? 

Mr. Appren. Circulars were distributed by the union and by the 
Communists, to urge the members of the open shops to join the union, 
and assistance was given at times; at the beginning, before the union 
was even formed, the meeting hall was supplied us, at the time, to 
help us organize a union. 
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Mr. Arens. Were the United Shoe Workers at this time controlled 
by the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Apres. No, sir; they were not. 

Mr. Arens. Did it occupy or control any key posts in the United 
Shoe Workers ? 

Mr. Apret. The Communist Party, as such, did not occupy. I was 
chairman of the local union myself for a couple of years. 

Mr. Arens. Were you then a Communist ? 

Mr. Arrret. I was a member of the Communist Party at that time. 

Mr. Movtper. I want to interrupt to clarify. There was then a 
legitimate labor union organization functioning in connection with 
the shoe factories ? 

Mr. Arret. Well, at that particular—at one time there wasn’t. 
Afterwards, there was a labor union. At the beginning there was no 
union there at all. In other words, in the 1930’s—the early 1930’s— 
at first there was no organization. Then an organization came into 
being, a union came into being. 

Mr. Arens. Were you a comrade, a Communist, at the same time 
you were head of this local ? 

Mr. Arrrn. Yes, sir; I was a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Arens. Were you taking instructions from the Communist 
Party concerning your activities within the local ? 

Mr. Apprt. I don’t recall receiving any specific instructions, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Who, to your certain knowledge, were Communists or 
comrades who were members of this shoe fraction of the Communist 
Party during the period of your connection with it ? 

Mr. Arre.. Just one moment, sir. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Arrei. What would be the pertinency of this question, par- 
ticularly to the subject matter under investigation today ? 

Mr. Arens. The purpose of the inquiry would be this, sir, namely, 
that if you tell us the names of people who were members of this frac- 
tion of the Communist Party in the shoe industry, if we do not have 
information from them or about them, they will be subpenaed before 
this committee, perhaps first in executive session, at which time we 
will undertake to elicit from them information which will add to 
the fund of knowledge of this committee, upon which it can base 
legislative recommendations undertaking to protect the Nation, under 
whose flag you have protection, against the operation of the Commu- 
nist conspiracy. 

Now, would you kindly answer the question: Who, to your certain 
knowledge, are persons known by you at any time to have been com- 
rades within this shoe fraction of the Communist Party? , 

Mr. Apprt. On this question, sir, I must respectfully decline to 
answer on the ground that it is a violation of the first amendment to 
the Constitution, which upholds my right of freedom of speech, free- 
dom of assembly, and freedom of free association, and was upheld by 
the United States Supreme Court under the Watkins decision, sir. I 
cannot answer that question under those circumstances. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that this record 
now reflect an order and direction to this witness to answer the 
question. 

Mr. Movtprer. The witness is ordered and directed to answer the 
question. 
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Mr. Appet. I still respectfully decline to answer, on the grounds 
just stated. 

Mr. Arens. So the record may be perfectly clear, Mr. Chairman: 
Witness, in response to the question and the admonition and direction 
of the chairman, you are not invoking those provisions of the fifth 
amendment which give you a privilege not to incriminate yourself ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Appet. No; I refuse to answer on the grounds of the first 
amendment to the Constitution, and also on the matter that this 
inquiry is not pertinent to the situation at the present time. 

Mr. Arens. Now, so we may have still a parallel question to the 
last principal question: Are there any persons who, as late as 1951, 
when you broke from the Communist Party, were known by you to 
have been members of the shoe fraction of the Communist Party in 
this vicinity. 

Mr. Apreu. I don’t quite understand that at all. 

Mr. Arens. I will state it in another form. 

So that there may be a question parallel to the last outstanding 
principal question: Are there persons known to you to be Communists 
as late as 1951, who were, to your knowledge, members of this shoe 
fraction of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Arren. I again must refuse to answer on the grounds that I 
have indicated, sir; and as a matter of conscience, I will not name any 
people that I may have known. 

Mr. Arens. May I explain to you the pertinency of this last ques- 
tion, which is parallel to the principal question; and then I shall 
respectfully request the chairman to direct you to answer. 

There is pending before the Committee on Un-American Activities 
a number of legislative proposals and suggestions, in addition to 
actual bills. Among those are provisions which would preclude cer- 
tification by the National Labor Relations Board as a bargaining 
agency of any organization or unit which is controlled by the Com- 
munist Party. If you can tell us the names of persons who, to your 
certain knowledge, have been in the past members of the shoe fraction 
of the Communist Party in this area, we will undertake to subpena 
them before the committee, in order to elicit from them the extent to 
which the Communist Party has penetrated this particular industry, 
with the end in view of developing factual material which will enable 
the committee to recommend legislation on this vital issue. 

I respectfully suggest, Mr. Chairman, with that explanation of per- 
tinency to the witness, that he be ordered and directed to answer the 
question. 

Mr. Moutprr. The witness is so ordered and directed to answer the 
question. 

Mr. Appet. I know no one since 1951, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know anyone since 1950? 

Mr. Apret. I don’t remember anybody, sir. 

Mins Argens. What is the last period in which you did know some- 
one? : 

Mr. Arrex. I can’t quite recall; and if I did recall, I again would 
have to refer to my previous answer, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Do you recall anyone in the course of the last 5 years? 

Mr. Apret. I do not. I don’t remember anybody since then. 
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Mr. Arens. Do you recall anyone in the 1940’s? 

Mr. Apret. I must decline to answer that, sir, on the same grounds 
I stated before. 

Mr. Arens. Are you now completely, irrevocably, out of the Com- 
munist Party ? 

Mr. Arrez. I am, sir; definitely. 

Mr. Arens. Are you under Communist Party discipline? 

Mr. Aprex. I am not under Communist Party discipline. 

Mr. Arens. Are you against the Communist Party principles? 

Mr. Arve. I am opposed to their principles. 

Mr. Arens. Are you opposed to the function of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. Arps. I am opposed to the function of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Arens. Do you regard the Communist Party as a threat to this 
Nation ? 

Mr. Arve. I don’t regard them as anything, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Do you regard them asa threat to this Nation ? 

Mr. Appz. I haven’t regarded them asa threat. I don’t think they 
are, personally. 

Mr. Arens. Why did you disassociate yourself, then, from the Com- 
munist Party ? 

Mr. Arpet. I didn’t think the program was proper. I disagreed 
with the program and I didn’t think it was a right thing to the United 
States, and I dropped out. 

Mr. Arens. How long did it take you to arrive at that particular 
judgment, you having been in the Communist Party twenty-some 

ears ? 
: Mr. Appet. It took me a number of years to think about these things, 
sir. But I definitely reached that conclusion in the early 1950's. 

Mr. Argens. What is it, specifically, that you have against the Com- 
munist Party, or that you protest within yourself against the Com- 
munist operations? 

Mr. Arrest. I don’t believe that when I dropped out, my thinking 
was—lI left the labor movement as such, and I didn’t think that I could 
any further associate with the Communists and the labor movement, 
as such. I just simply dropped out, feeling that that was enough for 
me. That was my general reaction, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Is there something about the Communist operation in 
this iene specifically, that caused you to develop an abhorrence 
of it? 

Mr. Arpeu. I wasn’t too much aware of the operation itself, sir. 
I mean, I didn’t participate too much in their operation, and wasn’t 
' too much aware of what they consider an operation; but I personally 
felt that I had to get out. I couldn’t go along with some of the policies 
and programs at that time, which I still don’t recall what they were. 
I just dropped everything completely. 

Mr. Arens. Do you want now, as a citizen of this country, to do what 
you can to counter, block, stop the operations of the Communist con- 
spiracy in the United States ? 

Mr. Apret. Just one moment, sir. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Arpet. Sir, if I knew of any specific crimes that were being 
committed by any one person or any group of persons—— 
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Mr. Arens. I didn’t ask you that question. 

Mr. Apren. I would inform the proper agencies. Otherwise, I don’t 
think that I can answer any further questions relative to the people. 

Mr. Arrens. Have you submitted any information respecting the 
oe of the Communist Party to the Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tion 

Mr. Appr. [have not, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Have you contacted any intelligence agency or secu- 
rity agency of the State or Federal Government respecting any infor- 
mation which you may possess regarding the Communist Party ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Apvren. I gave all the information that I had available about 
myself to the State Commission against Communism. 

Mr. Arrens. Have you told the State Commission against Commu- 
ee eee Communist operations within this area that you knew 
about ¢ 

Mr. Arret. Whatever they asked, I answered all their questions, 
sir. I don’t recall the questions. 

Mr. Arens. You told the names of the persons who, to your cer- 
tain knowledge, were in the operation ? 

Mr. Arrest. I did not mention any names, sir. 

Mr. Arens. What was the next affiliation which you had with an 
entity of the Communist conspiracy in this country? You told us 
from 1930 to 1937 you were in the shoe fraction. 

_ Mr. Aprex. I had no other affiliation except general membership, 
sir. 

Mr. Arens. Where did you maintain your membership ? 

Mr. Arrex. In the Boston area. I mean, I didn’t belong to any 
group or any particular unit or any particular branch of the Com- 
munist Party. 

Mr. Arens. To whom did you pay your dues ? 

_Mr. Apren. To the secretary of the Communist Party at the time, 
sir. 

Mr. Arens. Who was that person ? 

Mr. Arret. Again I must respectfully decline to answer that ques- 
tion, sir; since it involves association, it involves people; and I cannot 
answer that under the first amendment and under the Watkins Su- 
preme Court decision. 

Mr. Arens. How long had you known that person to whom you paid 
your dues ? 

Mr. Arrez. I don’t recall that. 

Mr. Arens. What is the latest you knew that person to be a member 
of the Communist Party, the latest in chronology of your life? 

Mr. Aprrx. I don’t remember. 

Mr. Arens. Did you know that person to be a member of the Com- 
munist Party as late as 1950? 

Mr. Apprt. I don’t see the relevancy of that, sir. 

Mr. Arrns. The relevancy of it is this: If you tell us the name of 
that person to whom you paid your dues, since one of the items of 
interest to this committee is Communist Party finances, we would 
subpena that person before us with the hope that we might be able 
to elicit from that person certain information respecting the financing 
of this conspiratorial operation against this Government. 
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Kindly tell us, if you please, sir, the name of the person to whom 
you paid your dues when you were a member of the Communist Party 
as late as 1951. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Avrgn. Again, sir, I will have to respectfully decline to answer 
that question on the ground that I don’t believe that it is pertinent. 
I don’t think it conforms with the first amendment to the Constitution, 
which gives me a right of free association. I will not become an in- 
former for this committee or for anyone else, sir; and I, therefore, 
respectfully decline, to answer that question. 

Mr. Arens. I respectfully suggest, Mr. Chairman, that the witness 
be ordered and directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Movuuprr. The witness is ordered and directed to answer the 
question. 

I may say to you it is not in the spirit of threat, but for the purpose 
of fully advising you of the possible dangers you might be placing 
yourself in, in refusing to answer. You may be guilty of contempt 
of Congress. 

Mr. Apret. I still maintain my position, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever paid any money to Armando Penha? 

Mr. Appr... Not that I recall, sir. 1 don’t remember giving him any 
money. His statement this morning, as far as I was concerned, is 
absolutely incorrect, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Did you ever secretly maintain a mimeograph machine 
in your home? 

Mr. Arpew. No, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Did you ever maintain a mimeograph machine in your 
home ? 

Mr. Appr. I have a typewriter. I may have had a mimeograph. 
I don’t remember. 

Mr. Arens. Was that mimeograph used for Communist Party 
functions ? 

Mr. Arret. No, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Did you turn over to Penha a mimeograph machine? 
Mr. Aprex. I don’t recall, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Were you in the underground? 

Mr. Arpret. No, sir. 

Mr. Arens. What groups, if any, did you penetrate, while you were 
a member of the Communist Party, on behalf of the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Appr. I didn’t penetrate any groups, sir, as far as I know, 
on behalf of anybody, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Were you as a comrade, a member, or active in the 
Progressive Party operations in this area? 

Mr. Aprren. I was a member of the Progressive Party on my own 
behalf, sir. I believed in its principles and I joined the Progressive 
Party on my own behalf. 

Mr. Arrns. Was that simultaneously with your membership in the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. Appr. I was a member of the Communist Party at the time I 
was a member of the Progressive Party, sir. 
ore: Se Did you ever work with the International Workers 

rder? 
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Mr. Arret. I didn’t work, sir; I was a member of the Interna- 
tional Workers Order. 

Mr. Arens. Were you a member of the International Workers Or- 
der simultaneously with your membership in the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Apret. I was a member of the International Workers Order, 
paid my dues there for benefits, and that is all, sir. I did not take 
any active part in it, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Were you ever a member of the so-called Jewish Sec- 
tion of the Communist Party in Fall River? 

Mr. Appex. No, sir; I was not, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Is there or was there such a section ? 

Mr. Apret. Not that I know of, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Were you ever a member of the Civil Rights Congress? 

Mr. Avpet. I may have been, but I don’t recall, sir. 

Mr. Arrns. I respectfully suggest, Mr. Chairman, that will conclude 
the staff interrogation of this witness. — 

Mr. Moutprer. Mr. Doyle? 

Mr. Doyrtz. Mr. Appel? 

Mr. Appret. Yes, sir. 

Pla Doyir. You were present in the court room all day, were you 
not ¢ 

Mr. Arret. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Doyiz. I am sure I saw you on the second row on the left—— 

Mr. Apret. That is right, sir. 

Mr. Doyix.—all day. And I think just a minute ago when our 
director here asked you if you heard Mr. Penha’s statement this morn- 
ing 

Mr. Arret. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Dorn. I will ask you if you did hear it. 

Mr. Arrex. I recall hearing his statement, sir. 

Mr. Dove. I think I heard you say just a minute ago, referring to 
his statement, and I wrote it down: “His statement this morning was 
absolutely correct, as far as I am concerned.” 

Mr. Arve. No—“incorrect.” 

Me Dorzz. Oh, incorrect. What part of his statement was incor- 
rect ¢ 

Mr. Arrest. He made—well, his general statement about me that— 
if I recall, he said something to the effect that I was a “link” to pro- 
fessional people, and I was a channel for money and things to that 
effect, and that is not true, sir. I deny that statement. 

Mr. Doyte. Is there anything he said about you that was true? 

Mr. Apvrrn. That is all he said about me, sir. Oh, he also said I 
was a member of some section committee in Fall River. I was not 
a member of any section committee in Fall River, sir. 

Mr. Doytz. Everything he said about you was false; is that cor- 
rect ? 

Mr. Arrest. As far as I can recall, the statement he made, as far as 
I remember, was incorrect, sir, to my best knowledge. 

Mr. Doris. By using the term “incorrect” do you mean that it was 
false? 

Mr. Arrrt. I said “incorrect,” sir. 

Mr. Dorte. Well, do you say it was false and untrue? 

Mr. Avret. Just one moment, sir. 
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(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Arpri. Let me put it this way, sir: I don’t know whether Mr. 
Penha deliberately made a misstatement or not, sir; but the facts as 
he enunciated them were not true, as far as I was concerned, sir. 

Mr. Doris. All right. You heard all his statement. What else in 
the statement he made about the Communist Party in this area, as far 
as you know, was not true? 

Mr. Arret. He made a lot of statements, sir, and it would be—I 
didn’t take any notes on his statements, so I can’t directly answer your 
question, sir. 

Mr. Dorie. I noticed you were very attentive to what was going 
on; and when the press stepped over to try to take your picture, you 
hid your face. You were quite aware of what was going on. 

Mr. Arpe. Correct, sir. 

Mr. Dorie. And that is all right. So you heard the full statement 
that Penha made, didn’t you? 

Mr. Apret. I heard a statement, sir; yes, sir. 

Mr. Doytr. Is there any part of that statement about the Com- 
munist Party operations in this area which, to your knowledge, was 
not true? 

Mr. Arve. Mr. Doyle, sir, he made 

Mr. Dorie. During the 20 years that you were a member of the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. Apren. Just one moment, sir. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Apret. Mr. Doyle, sir, Mr. Penha made a lot of statements, 
primarily over a period of time after I dropped out of membership 
of the Communist Party, sir. Iam not familiar with the functioning 
or the activities of the Communist Party after I dropped out. But 
if the chairman will give me a copy of the transcript, possibly I can 
go over the material and point out where he was—at the part of time 
J was there— whether he was correct or incorrect. 

Mr. Doytx. You stated a few minutes ago, in answer to Mr. Arens’ 
question—and I wrote it down: “I was primarily concerned with being 
an organizer for a union, during those years. I was concerned pri- 
marily with membership.” Do you remember stating that? 

Mr. Apret. Membership in the union; that was my 

Mr. Doyte. In the union. 

Mr. Arvren. That is in—— 

Mr. Doytz. You were a UE organizer, weren’t you ? 

Mr. Arpret. No; I was not; I was a member of the United Shoe 
Workers of America. 

Mr. Doyitr. Were you ever a UE organizer ? 

Mr. Apret. No; I was not, sir. - 

Mr. Doyir. Did the membership of the United Shoe Workers union 
know that you were a member of the Communist Party while you were 
chairman of the local union ? 

Mr. Arpret. Many of them did know, sir. 

Mr. Doyze. Did you ever announce it publicly ? 

Mr. Appret. I made no public statements about it, sir. When the 
person asked me the question, I didn’t deny it at the time, sir. 

Mr. Dortr. How many members of the union—and I will not ask 
you their names; but I will tell you in frankness, that as far as I am 
concerned, I will not ask you the names but I will ask general ques- 
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tions—How many members of this union of which you were chair- 
man or president were members of the Communist Party at the same 
time you were? 

Mr. Appr. It is hard to assess that, sir, because the membership of 
the union fluctuated, and the membership in the Communist Party 
at the time fluctuated also, sir. 

Mr. Doytz. Approximately what percent? 

Mr. Arpet. What percentage? 

Mr. Dortz. Yes. 

Mr. Aprrey. Oh, very few, a very small percentage, sir. My local 
union—at one time, the local union had a membership of 2,000, and 
possibly there may have been 15 or 20 members of the Communist 
Party in that local union at that time. 

Mr. Dorir. When your local union had a few thousand members 
in it, were you a member of the Communist Party while you were 
president ? 

Mr. Appeu. Yes, sir; I was. 

Mr. Doyte. At the same time, when you had 1,000 members or 
more. Now, I presume that the Communist Party members in the 
union held caucuses; didn’t they? You held secret caucuses for 
planned work? 

Mr. Arrret. We held meetings, yes, sir; a long time ago. A long 
time ago, sir. 

Mr. Doytx. Yes, of course. But you held caucuses and no one else . 
was present except the Communists who were members of the union; 
isn’t that true? 

Mr. Arren. Yes,sometimes we did. It istrue. 

Mr. Dore. It is true all over the country. In other words, your 
Communist Party members of this union—in which there were a 
thousand or more members, and only 15 of them were Communists— 
were holding secret meetings to decide ways and means to take con- 
trol and keep control of the union policy; isn’t that true? 

Mr. Arrret. I don’t—to be honest with you, sir, I am trying to be 
very honest, because it has been a long time ago 

Mr. Doytr, Yes. But you have a pretty good memory. 

Mr. Arrrt. No. 

Mr. Dorr. You are a very able gentleman. You have a perfectly 
good memory in my book. 

Mr. Apprx. Sir, can you remember back 25 and 30 years ago, and 
20 years ago under certain circumstances ? 

Mr. Dorze. Yes, I can, on most important events. 

Mr. Aprrr, It is very difficult for me, sir, to remember all incidents 
and particularities. 

Mr. Doyrtr. But you have testified when Mr. Arens was asking 
about having meetings. 

Mr. Arret. Yes, we did have meetings. 

Mr. Doytr. And I have had experience enough over this country in 
these things to know that the Communist Party members also hold 
secret meetings to determine how they can control organized labor; 
and yours is another case, apparently, of exactly the same thing. 

Mr. Apren. Let me put it this way 

Mr, Dortx. You held secret caucuses as Communists, didn’t you, to 
determine who would be elected as officers of the union? 
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~Mr. Apprz. On occasion we did; yes, sir. 

Mr. Doyix. You remember that ? 

Mr. Arret. That is right, sir. 

Mr. Dovze. In fact, at no time after you became chairman of the 
union and a member of the Communist Party, did you give up, as 
chairman of the union, trying to control the union for the Communist 
Party policies, did you? 

Mr. Arrert. I did not try to control the union, sir. 

Mr. Doyiz. Why did you hold secret meetings, then, to determine 
who the officers would be ? 

Mr. Apret. It wasn’t the question only of officers at the time. We 
held meetings to see how we could better organize the union. The 
union was not fully organized. We were trying to see what we could 
do to better organize the union at the time, sir. 

Mr. Doytx. Why didn’t you call in nonunion members or non-Com- 
munist members of the union at these secret caucuses ? 

Mr. Arprn. We did, sir. We had meetings of nonunion and union 
and non-Communist members. 

Mr. Doyiz. But you had secret caucuses of the Communist members. 

Mr. Apren. We did, sir, at times; yes, sir. 

Mr. Doyiz. Now, I want to ask you again, to make sure that the 
record speaks clearly: You heard the preliminary statement by our 
distinguished subcommittee chairman read this morning, didn’t you? 

Mr. Appren. Yes, sir; I did. 

Mr. Doyzx. So that, at that time, you heard a perfectly clear state- 
ment of what pertinent information we were going to ask for; isn’t 
that true ? 

Mr. Arrrn. I couldn’t quite understand the statement, sir. He read 
it, and I tried to follow it, but it is very vague in my mind. 

Mr. Dorie. Thank you. 

Mr. Arens. If the chairman please, I should like to direct one ques- 
tion to Armando Penha, sitting to my right, with reference to this 
mimeograph machine, so the record may be clear on that. 

Mr. Movunper. Very well. Proceed. 


TESTIMONY OF ARMANDO PENHA—Resumed 


Mr. Arens. Mr. Penha, you are still under oath. 

Do you have information respecting a mimeograph machine which 
you procured from the witness who is in the principal witness chair 
now, Mr. Appel? 

Mr. Penna. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Kindly give us briefly the facts on that, sir. 

Mr. Penna. Some time in 1951, I believe about the middle of 1951, 
Sam got in touch with me. He was quite nervous because of the fact 
that the State law outlawing Communist Party in 1951 had taken effect 
in February, and it seemed that it was getting on his nerves, and he 
wanted at this time to dispose of any incriminating evidence. He 
had in his possesison at that time a Communist Party mimeograph 
machine, which was placed there in hiding. He wanted me to take it 
away from there, and I went up there. I took it, and that was, of 
pears reported to the intelligence agencies at the time, and the loca- 
tion of it. 
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Mr. Arens. Where is it now, by the way ? 
Mr. Penna. Itisinmy home. 


TESTIMONY OF SAMUEL. APPEL—Resumed 


Mr. Arens. Mr. Appel, does the statement now made by Mr. Penha 
refresh your recollection with reference to the facts in connection with 
this mimeograph machine? 

Mr. Arvet. I am trying to remember that, sir. Itis vague. There 
is a vague recollection in my mind. It may be possibly true, but I am 
not too sure. It is a long time ago, and I really can’t visualize it. 
It may beso, but Iam not quite sure. 

Mr. Arens. Did the enactment of this State law have anything to 
do with your conclusion that you had better disassociate yourself from 
the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Arret. No; that wasn’t the primary factor. I was just plain 
disgust—I just gave up. That is all there is to it. 

Mr. Movutper. You can remember whether or not you had a mimeo- 
graph machine? 

Mr. Appret. Iam trying torecall that. There is a vague recollection 
in my mind. Maybe it is so, but I am not quite sure about it. Asa 
matter of fact, I wouldn’t have recognized Mr. Penha. 

Mr. Penna. Mr. Chairman 

Mr. Movxper. That was only 7 years ago. 

Mr. Apren. Seven years ago. 

Mr. Moutper. You surely recall whether or not you had a mimeo- 
graph machine in your home. 

Mr. Apret. I don’t place that—I don’t remember. Honestly, I am 
not quitesure. It may beso but Iam not—— 

Mr. Penna. Mr. Chairman? 

Mire Moutper. Mr. Penha, do you wish to add some additional state- 
ment ¢ 

Mr. Penna. I would like to assist ex-comrade Sam on this point, 
to refresh him where the mimeograph machine was. It was in his 
cellar, about middleways against the wall, covered with some old 
blankets. Maybe that would refresh his memory. 

Mr. Movutper. All right. You have heard that statement. Is 
that 

Mr. Arrren. I heard the statement. It isstillthesame. I may have 
had—I can’t quite place it exactly—it may have been true. I can’t 
place it exactly. 

Mr. Dortz. I have one more question. 

Mr. Appel, I heard you state, and I wrote it down when 
you said it—you said “I found out it was not good for the United 
States.” That was at the time you withdrew from the Communist 
Party. You said it was not good for the United States. 

Mr. Aprrn. I think I may have said that, sir. 

Mr. Doyte. I am quite sure you made that statement, almost word 
for word. 

Now, what did you find out was not good for the United States? 
I am not asking you for names of people. I am asking you what you 
discovered in the Communist outfit, after being in it 27 years, that 
was not good for the United States. 
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Mr. Avreu. I think your number of years is a little bit incorrect. 

Mr. Doytx. How many years was it, if [am wrong? 

Mr. Arrret. About 20 years. 

Mr. Doyte. 20 instead of 27. 

Mr. Apres. Right. 

Mr. Doytz. That isn’t chickenfeed. 

Mr. Arren. As far as the Communist Party, I felt at this time when 
I dropped out that it was not in accordance with the wishes of the 
American people, that the people were not accepting communism; . 
and I felt then that I didn’t think that I should remain a member of 
an organization that was not in keeping with the American tradition 
at the time. 

Mr. Moutper. Allright. Thank you. 

Mr. Kearney? . i 

Mr. Kearney. You, Mr. “Apple,” stated during your testimony, as 
I recollect, that the statement of Mr. Penha was false; is that correct ? 

Mr. Aprrt. I said I think Mr. Penha’s statement was mistaken, I 
didn’t say quite 

Mr. Knarney. Mr. Penha identified you as a member of the Com- 
munist Party; did he not? 

Mr. Aprrex. Yes; hedid,sir. I didn’t deny it, sir. 

Mr. Krarney. Was that part of it false? 

Mr. Avprz. No, sir. 

Mr. Knarney. I have been looking over your statement that you 
handed to counsel this morning. 

Mr. Arren. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kearney. And did I understand you hold a B. A. from Ohio 
State University ? 

Mr. Apren. A what,sir? I didn’t hear you, sir. 

Mr. Kearney. A degree of B. A. 

Mr. Arrest. That is right, sir. 

Mr. Kearney. Do you believe, or did you believe, that the Com- 
munist conspiracy in this country, call it the Communist Party, was 
a political party ? 

Mr. Arpri. When I was a member, I did believe that, sir. 
fea ees Well, how can you reconcile that thought then, Mr. 

pple: 

Mr. Arrest. “Appel,” sir. 

Mr. Krarney. Appel, pardon me. 

Did you object to taking any directives from the Soviet Union? 

Mr. Appet. I took no directives from the Soviet Union, sir. 

Mr. Kearney. As a member of the party, the party was directed by 
directives from the Soviet Union; was it not? 

_ Mr. Avvet. I didn’t know about that, sir. I was not aware of that, 
sir. 

teas Did you ever find it out, after your 20 years in the 
party ? 

Mr. Arpe. I didn’t find that out, sir, personally; no, sir. 

Mr. Knarney. So that you remained a member of the Communist 
Party for 20 years and still didn’t know what its objectives were? 

Mr. Arprt. I did not know, as you stated the objectives. I didn’t 
know they stated those objectives. To me that wasn’t the objective. 
That wasn’t my objective. 
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Mr. Kearney. Did youever hear of one William Z. Foster? 

Mr. Apret. I heard the name, sir. 

Mr. Kearney. Do you know who he was, Mr. Appel? 

Ee Apprt. Chairman of the Communist Party at one time, sir, I 
elieve. 

Mr. Krarnery. Did you ever read any of his writings? 

Mr. Apvpret. Not particularly. I read a statement of his occasion- 
ally. I never read his book or anything of that sort. 

Mr. Krarney. Did you ever read the statement that I made this 
morning, that Foster said, “when the revolution came f 

Mr. Arren. J did not read that statement. 

Mr. Krarney. That is one statement you did not read ? 

Mr. Arrret. No, sir; I did not. 

Mr. Krarnry. That has a tremendous bearing upon the American 
way of life, has it not, a statement like that ? 

Mr. Appen. Yes,sir. I disagree wholeheartedly with a statement of 
that kind, sir. 

Mr. Kearney. Did you write this statement that was given to 
counsel this morning ? 

Mr. Arret. What was that, sir? 

Mr. Knarney. Did you write this statement yourself? 

Mr. Avpet. That was with the assistance of counsel, sir. 

Mr. Kearney. I will tell you frankly the reason why I asked. In 
looking it over, it has so many of the usual phrases characteristic of 
previous statements that I have seen in hundreds of hearings that to 
me it isa typical statement of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Appr. This statement, sir, was prepared with counsel. I had 
very little legal phraseology—it is very raw and new to me, sir. 

Mr. Moutper. Are there any other questions? 

Mr. McInvrosu. Did you ever have any disagreements with party 
policy, as it went pretty well around and around the barn during the 
90-year period, with regard to our foreign relations? 

Mr. Apprt. I didn’t participate, sir, in any policymaking, and I 
didn’t participate too much in policy discussions. I just went along, 
and that was all, sir. 

Mr. McInrosu. Did you ever have any difficulty in adjusting your 
own thinking to some of the abrupt changes of policy of the American 
Communist Party, in concurrence with the Russians? 

Mr. Apprt. Well, there were—for instance, the time of the Soviet- 
Nazi Pact, I couldn’t quite follow that and understand that, and said 
so; but that was about it, sir. 

Mr. McInvosu. Didn’t that move you to disassociate yourself ? 

Mr. Aprey. Leave? No; I just stayed on, sir. 

Mr. McIntosu. I have another question. You testified initially 
that the witness sitting here who has been on the stand most of the day 
was incorrect—I believe that was the precise phrase you used—in 
regards to several things he said about you personally, concerning the 
section at Fall River, and your function, which you said was not your 
function, and the mimeograph machine matter. 

Now, do I understand in this recent exchange that you are not quite 
as prepared to challenge the correctness of this statement with regard 
to the mimeograph machine? 

Mr. Arprey. I am not prepared to challenge that statement on the 
mimeograph because I have a vague recollection, but not a firm recol- 
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lection. On the other things, I am very definitely challenging his 
statement, sir. 

Mr. McIntosu. You did have a basement in the house? 

Mr. Avpey. What is that, sir? 

Mr. McInrosu. Did you have a basement in the house? 

Mr. Apret. I certainly have a basement in the house. 

Mr. McInrosn. Then without the necessity of studying this record, 
you paid close attention to this witness’ statement. I refer again to 
the principal witness today. Are there any other inaccuracies, falsi- 
ties, incorrect statements with regard to his entire testimony that you 
would like to point out to this committee at this time, based on your 
knowledge of party functioning in this general area ? 

Mr. Appen. Mr. Penha testified from, primarily from the period 
1950-51 up. I dropped out of all activity about 1950. I am not 
familiar with any of the things that went on after that, sir. 

Mr. McIntosu. His testimony covered a little greater scope than 
that period of time. I ask for a direct answer, if you would: 

Is there any inaccuracy, falsehood, or incorrectness that you care to 
point out at this time with regard to the testimony of this man who 
testified most of the day ? 

Mr. Arret. I don’t know, sir—I don’t know, I don’t recall. As I 
said, his testimony was primarily after 1951. 

Mr. McInvosu. Is your answer yes or no? 

Mr. Arrren. My answer is “No” because I don’t know. 

Mr. Mourprr. May I inquire: You do know the witness, Mr. Penha, 
don’t you? 

Mr. Aprrn. As I said, I recognize him very vaguely today, sir. 

Mr. Mourper. Do you ever recall his being in your home? 

_Mr. Appsn. I have a vague recollection of him being in my home, 
sir. 
Mr. Movutprr. What was the occasion of his visit to your home? 

Mr. Arren. I don’t remember, sir. I really don’t remember. 

Mr. Mourper. You remember his being in the home but you do not 
recall the reason ? 

Mr. Apprt. I remember him vaguely, but I don’t remember what he 
was doing there or what he wanted. 

Mr. Movunper. What other reason would he have for being there 
except in connection with the mimeograph machine ? 

Mr. Appen. Sir, this mimeograph thing was also a complete sur- 
prise because I didn’t recall that at all. I vaguely remember him 
being in my home once, and that is all I can recall of him being there. 
I don’t know what he was there for. I don’t remember what he was 
there for. 

Mr. Moutprer. The witness is excused. 

Mr. Berurn. Mr. Counsel 

Mr. Arens. The next witness, if you please, Mr. Chairman, will be 
Mr. Otis Hood. 

Mr. Arren. May I put this in the record, please? 

Mr. Bertin. May we mark this for identification ? 

Mr. Arens. We will handle that. 

Mr. Arrrt. May I put that in the record? 
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Mr. Bertin. May I mark the statement for identification in the 
event, Mr. Chairman, you do not decide to enter it in the record? I 
should like the statement to be marked for identification. 

Mr. Moutper. Yes; it will be marked as “Appel Exhibit No. 1,” 
offered by this witness. 

Mr. Berurn. All right; with the request that it be entered in the 
file. 

Mr. Moutnper. It is filed. 

(Document marked “Appel Exhibit No. 1,” and retained in com- 
mittee files. ) 

Mr. Arens. The next witness, if you please, Mr. Chairman, is Mr. 
Otis Hood. Kindly come forward and remain standing while the 
chairman administers the oath to you. 

Mr. Moutprr. Do you solemnly swear that the testimony which 
you are about to give before this subcommittee will be the truth, the 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Hoop. I do. 

Mr. Arens. Have a seat, please. 

Mr. Hoop. May I stand, if you don’t mind? 

Mr. Moutprer. You may be seated. 

Mr. Hoop. What? 

Mr. Moutper. You may be seated. 

Mr. Hoop. You prefer that I be seated ? 

Mr. Moutper. Yes. 

Mr. Hoop. I would rather stand up, but if you insist, I will sit. 


TESTIMONY OF OTIS ARCHER HOOD 


Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself by name, residence, and oc- 
cupation. 

r. Hoop. My name is Otis Archer Hood. I live at 33 Fayston 
Street, Roxbury, and I am a commercial sculptor. 

Mr. Arrens. Mr. Hood, we do not propose in this interrogation, to 
interrogate you with reference to a number of items which have been 
the subject of public testimony before a number of forums. We have 
only one or two questions we want to pose to you. 

First, I should ask: You are appearing today in response to a sub- 
pena which was served upon you? 

Mr. Hoop. That is correct. 

Mr. Arens. And you are not represented by counsel ? 

Mr. Hoop. I am not. 

Mr. Arens. You know you have the privilege of counsel ? 

Mr. Hoop. I know. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Hood, this morning there was testimony with ref- 
erence to yourself being a beneficiary of a will which was drawn by 
Maud D’haze. Did you know that lady? 

Mr. Hoop. I will decline to answer that question under the first 
amendment; that my knowledge and my association with other people 
is protected by the first amendment of the United States Constitution, 
and I cannot be compelled to talk about my associations, my affilia- 
tions, and so forth. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest now that the 
witness be ordered and directed to answer that question. 
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Mr. Moutper. The witness is so ordered and directed to answer 
the question; and in connection with that request, may I say that this 
direction is not given in the spirit of threats or coercion, but for the 
purpose of advising and informing you of the possible danger of 
your being guilty of contempt of Congress. 

Mr. Arens. May I further explain, if you please, Mr. Chairman, 
the pertinency, by saying we have testimony to the effect that this 
lady, who is now deceased, made a will of which you were one of the 
beneficiaries—you, among others—and certain of that money was 
channeled to the Communist Party. Now, would you kindly answer 
the question ? 

Mr. Hoop. I will decline to answer the question because I think that 
it might open up a whole line of questions. Somewhere along the 
line might be questions which I would refuse to answer on the grounds 
of the fifth amendment, which protects me from being compelled to 
be a witness against myself. Therefore, I will refuse to answer that 
question on the grounds of the fifth amendment. 

- Mr. Arens. Were you a beneficiary of the will of Maud D’haze? 

Mr. Hoop. I will refuse to answer this question under the same 
grounds. 

Mr. Movuuper. May I ask the witness: You have been present 
in the hearing room during all of this day? 

Mr. Hoop. Yes. It has been a very boring experience. 

Mr. Moutper. You heard the testimony of the other witnesses and 
heard the statement made by counsel concerning our interest in the 
operation of the Communist Party, as to its financial assistance and 
how it recives financial assistance and also our interest and desire to 
pass legislation which has been mentioned by counsel. All of that 
you have heard. 

Mr. Hoop. I have heard. 

Mr. Mounper. And thoroughly understood; is that correct? 

Mr. Hoop. That is right. 

Mr. Movtprer. Again, after that statement then, the Chair does 
order and direct the witness to answer the question. 

Mr. Hoop. You are ordering me again to answer the question ? 

Mr. Movutper. Yes. 

Mr. Hoop. I will decline to answer on the grounds of the fifth 
amendment to the United States Constitution. 

Mr. Arens. Just so the record can be brought up to date are you 
now, on March 18, 1958, a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Hoop. That would be a very difficult question to answer truth- 
fully under the circumstances. I heard the Communist Party de- 
scribed here this morning in words and form of description that I 
could not recognize the existence of any such organzation. Certainly 
I was never connected with any such organization that I would 
recognize by that description. 

: a ha Did you know the man who made the description, Mr. 
enha ? 

Mr. Hoop. That I will have to refuse to answer, also. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that will conclude 
the staff interrogation of this witness. 

Mr. Moutprr. Mr. Doyle, have you any questions ? 

Mr. Doytx. No questions. 
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Mr. Moutprr. Mr. Kearney ? 

Mr. Kearney. Just a couple, Mr. Hood. Your voice dropped there 
a little. 

Mr. Hoop. Maybe I got away from the mike. 

Mr. Kearney. I think I heard you right—I understood you to say, 
in answer to a question, “Yes, and these hearings were very boring”? 

Mr. Hoop. Yes, sir; to me they were very boring. 

Mr. Kearney. As boring as running for Governor of the State of 
Massachusetts ? 

Mr. Hoop. What is that? 

Mr. Kearney. Was it as boring to you as running for Governor 
of the State of Massachusetts ? 

Mr. Hoop. I will decline to answer that question, sir. 

Mr. Kearney. That is all. 

Mr. Moutper. Mr. McIntosh, have you any questions? 

Mr. McIntosu. I have no questions. 

Mr. Moutper. The witness is excused. 

Mr. Arens. The next witness, if you please, Mr. Chairman, is Anne 
Burlak Timpson. 

Kindly come forward and remain standing while the chairman 
administers an oath. 

Mr. Moutper. Hold up your right hand and be sworn. 

Do you solemnly swear that the testimony that you are about to 
give before the subcommittee will be the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth, so help you God. 

Mrs. Timpson. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF ANNE BURLAK TIMPSON, ACCOMPANIED BY 
COUNSEL, WILLIAM P. HOMANS, JR. 


Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself by name, residence, and 
occupation. 

Mrs. Timpson. Is this drinkable? Is that water for us? Is that 
forme? Is that water drinkable? 

Mr. Homans. The witness wanted to know if she may drink the 
water? Hasit been used by someone else? 

Mrs. Timpson. May Ihaveadrink? This isa fresh glass of water? 
Thank you, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself by name, residence, and 
occupation. 

Mrs. Trupson. My name is Anne Burlak Timpson. I live at 11 
Wabeno Street, in Roxbury, Massachusetts. Primarily I am a home- 
maker. 

Mr. Arens. You are appearing today in response to a subpena 
which was served upon you by the Committee on Un-American 
Activities? 

Mrs. Timeson. That is right, sir. 

Mr. Arens. And you are represented by counsel ? 

Mrs. Timpson. Yes, sir; Lam. 

Mr. Arens. Counsel kindly identify yourself. 

Mr. Homans. My name is William P. Homans, Jr. I have offices 
at 1 Court Street, Boston. 

Mr. Arens. You said primarily you were a homemaker. Do you 
have another activity that is less than that which is primary in which 
you are engaged ? 
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Mrs. Timpson. I have a part-time clerical job. 

Mr. Arens. Where are you employed ? 

Mrs. Timpson. I would like you to explain to me what pertinency 
that has to your hearing. 

Mr. Arens. I will be delighted to do so. 

This Committee on Un-American Activities is undertaking to 
marshal facts on which it can legislate or recommend legislation to 
protect this country against the Communist conspiracy. You have 
been identified repeatedly—publicly and privately—as a member of 
that conspiracy. If you will tell us now where you have been em- 
ployed that information, added to other information that we have, 
will help this committee inthe task in which we are engaged. 

Now, would you kindly answer the question ? 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mrs. ‘Timpson. Mr. Chairman, I refuse to answer that question be- 
cause it has no pertinency at all to this hearing. 

Mr. Arens. In view of the explanation, I respectfully suggest, Mr. 
Chairman, that the witness be ordered and directed to answer the 
question. 

Mr. Moutper. The witness is so ordered and directed. As I stated 
to the other witnesses while you were here in the hearing room, the 
direction is not given in a spirit of threat or coercion, but to advise 
and inform you of the possible dangers of your being guilty of contempt 
of Congress. 

Mrs. ‘Timpson. Mr. Chairman, there have been many people fired 
from their jobs as a result of hearings just like this. Is it pertinent to 
the work of your committee to add another person to the list of the 
unemployed in this country ? 

Mr. Movu.prr. That is not responsive to the question. You are 
again directed to answer the question. 

Mrs. Timpson. I will stand on my constitutional rights of the first 
amendment, and refuse to answer that question. 

Mr. Arens. We have just two other matters we want to pursue with 
you. We don’t want to go into matters that have already been gone 
into. We want to go into matters which are pertinent to the general 
area of this inquiry. 

Where were you born? 

Mrs. Trmson. In the United States, sir, in Pennsylvania. 

Mr. Arens. Now, please tell us, have you ever applied for a United 
States passport as a citizen of the United States? 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Trreson. Do you want me to answer now? 

Mr. Arrns. Yes, please. 

Mrs. Timpson. Yes, I have traveled abroad. 

Mr. Arens. When ? 

Mrs. Timpson. And I have applied—naturally, have had to have 
a passport. 

Mr. Arens. Yes. Kindly tell us when you traveled abroad. 

Mrs. Trupson. 1931, and again in 1935, I think. 

Mr. Arens. Have you traveled abroad at any time since 1935? 

Mrs. Timpson. No, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Did you travel with a United States passport? 

Mrs. Timpson. Yes, sir. 
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Mr. Arens. Where did you go, please? 

Mrs. Timpson. Wait just a minute. 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mr. Arens. Kindly answer the question. 

Mr. Moutprer. Will the reporter read the last question. 

(The record was read by the reporter.) 

Mrs. Timpson. Well, I traveled through England, France, Poland, 
Soviet Union; coming back I went through Denmark and Stockholm. 

Mr. Arens. Wasit in the thirties that you went'to the Soviet Union ? 

Mrs. Trvrson. Yes. That is the only time I went abroad. 

Mr. Arrens. Were you a member of the Communist Party at the 
time you traveled in the Soviet Union ? 

Mrs. Timpson. Now you are entering into the area of political be- 
hefs and associations, and that I am protected by the Constitution of 
the United States. I am not going to be a party to violating that 
Constitution, with you or anybody else. 

Mr. Arrens. Are you now a member of an organization dedicated 
to the forcible overthrow of the Government of the United States and 
the destruction of that Constitution ? 

Mrs. Timpson. I am opposed to force and violence in any form, sir; 
and I would not belong to an organization that, to my knowledge, 
advocated force and violence. 

Mr. Arens. Are you a member of the Communist Party today? 

Mrs. Timpson. That you have no right to ask me under our present 
Constitution, and you have been so informed by the Supreme Court 
of the United States. 

Mr. Arens. I respectfully suggest that the witness be ordered and 
directed to answer that question. 

Mr. Movuiper. Does the Communist Party believe in the overthrow 
of our present form of Government by force and violence? 

Mrs. Timpson. I have never heard, anywhere in my presence, any- 
one advocate the overthrow of the United States Government by force 
and violence. JI would oppose any kind of such suggestion. 

Mr. Movxiper. Do you know whether or not the Communist Party 
advocates the change of our Government by force and violence? 

Mrs. Timpson. I have never heard of any one in my presence at any 
time advocate force and violence or force and violent overthrow of 
the United States Government. 

Mr. Arrns. Just so we can bring the record to date: Are you 
now a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Timpson. That question I will have to decline to answer on 
the basis of the first amendment of the Constitution, because you are 
invading my rights, my political rights of beliefs and associations, sir. 

Mr. Arrns. Do you have another reason ? 

Mrs. Timpson. That is sufficient. That is what the Constitution 
says. 

Me Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that the witness 
be ordered and directed to answer the question whether or not she is 
a member of the Communist Party. 

Mrs. Timpson. Don’t threaten me, sir. 

Mr. Mourprr. The witness is directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Homans. I will advise you, Mrs. Timpson, that under the Con- 
stitution and the fifth amendment to the Constitution, it is not neces- 
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sary that you have committed a crime in order for you to legitimately 
avail yourself of the privilege of the fifth amendment. It need only 
be that the question may tend to incriminate you, and the courts have 
held that you need not be guilty of a crime in order to safeguard and 
avail yourself of the provisions of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Moutprr. I dey and direct the witness to answer the question. 

Mrs. Timpson. On the basis of that, I will decline to answer on 
the basis of the fifth amendment, which says I do not have to be a 
witness against myself. 
ees Moutper. Very well. Proceed with the next question, Mr. 

rens. 

Mr. Arens. Now, I should like to ask you about the finances of 
the Communist Party. 

I hold in my hand a photostatic copy of a will made by Maud 
D’haze, written by her, dated May 15, 1953, in which you, among 
others, are named as a beneficiary. 

Did you receive property pursuant to the will of Maud D’haze? 

Mrs. Tuweson. Will you explain what that has to do with this 
hearing, and with the thing you are investigating $ 

Mr. Arens. Yes, I will be glad to, in anticipation, that you will 
answer the question. 

This Committee on Un-American Activities is trying to develop 
factual material which it may use in appraising legislation to safe- 
guard this country against the operations of the Communist con- 
spiracy. 

One of the areas of inquiry relates to Communist Party finances. 
We have information, which is on this record today by a live witness 
under oath, to the effect that you, among others, received certain 
property from Maud D’haze who had been a Communist prior to her 
demise; that you, as a Communist, transmitted some of that property, 
at least, to the Communist Party. 

Now, please answer the question. 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Timpson. Mr. Chairman, I can’t for the life of me 

Mr. Moutprr. Just one moment, will you, please? Mr. McIntosh 
is recognized. 

Mr. McInrosu. I just wanted to get straight with you, Counsel, 
that while we have no objection to your advising your client publicly 
or privately, as you wish, that the previous advice given to your 
client into the microphone was your choice and not ours. I mean 
we are not infringing on the privacy of your advice. 

Mr. Homans. I understand that, Congressman. 

Mr. McIntosu. We like to get some of these things clear. 

Mr. Homans. Thank you very much, Mr. Congressman. 

Mr. Mouprr. Now, you may give your answer to the question. 

Mrs. Timpson. I lost the question, I am afraid. 

Mr. Arens. The question is: Did you receive property pursuant to 
the will of Maud D’haze? 

Mrs. Timpson. I can’t see where receiving property of any kind 
under a will has anything at all to do with the issue which you are 
investigating here, Congressman. 

Arens. Now, Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that the 
witness be ordered and directed to answer the question. 
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Mr. Moutprer. The witness is directed to answer the question. 

Mrs. Trmpson. Then I shall have to decline to answer that question 
on the basis of the first amendment of the Constitution and the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Arens. Yes, I will be glad to, in anticipation that you will 
say “I shall have to decline.” You don’t have to decline. 

Mrs. Timeson. I mean I will decline. I have that privilege, sir.. 

Mr. Krarney. That is right; you have. You can just say “I de-- 
cline.” You don’t have to say “I have to decline.” 

Mrs. Timpson. Thank you. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, although there are a number of items 
we could pursue with this witness, they are items which have been the 
subject of inquiry by our committee, both publicly and in executive 
session, and in view of the press of time and desire to avoid duplication 
of effort, I respectfully suggest this will conclude the staff interro- 
gation of this witness. 

Mr. Moutprr. Mr. Doyle, do you have any questions? 

Mr. Doyix. You stated that you have never heard anyone state in 
your presence that the Communist Party stood for force and violence. 
I presume from your statements, and what I heard of you, that you 
are pretty well read on the objectives and principles of the Commu- 
nist Party. Is that true? 

Mrs. Timpson. I read many things, sir. 

Mr. Dorin. There is certainly no reason why a person should 
not be well read and be as well informed and enlightened as possible. 

Mrs. Timpson. That is right. A person should read everything. 
President Eisenhower said we should read everything, including books 
issued by the Communists. 

Mr. Doyte. This Nation, thank God—its origin is based upon honest 
differences of opinion. True? 

Mrs. Trmpson. Granted. 

Mr. Doyte. I understand that and fight for that. 

Mrs. Timpson. Granted. 

Mr. Doytr. And you have a perfect right to read literature if you 
want to: 

Now I am asking you again if it is not a fact that you have read 
Communist Party literature? 

Mrs. Timpson. I have read both Communist and non-Communist 
literature. 

Mr. Doyte. All right. Now, on the subject of force and violence, 
I refer to a recent book by J. Edgar Hoover, just off the press, and I 
refer to page 345. He quotes Mr. Lenin, whom I assume you have 
read: 

The replacement of the bourgeois by the proletarian state is impossible 
without a violent revolution. 

And then Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, head of our FBI, on page 7, said: 
“William Z. Foster”’—whom no doubt you have heard about and read 
about : 

William Z. Foster, long-time head of the Communist movement in our country, 
has boasted that the Communist revolution, after the actual seizure of power, 
would “develop even more swiftly” than the Russian. 

All industry would be nationalized and farms taken away from their owners. 


A small-business man is just as guilty as a large businessman; both must be 
liquidated. Rents, profits, and insurance would be abolished. Countless occu- 
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pations, termed by the Communists as “useless and parasitic,” would be ended. 
Here is a part of their list: wholesalers, jobbers, real-estate men and stock- 
brokers, advertising specialists, traveling salesmen, lawyers, “whole rafts of 
government bureaucrats, police, clericals, and sundry capitalist quacks, fakers, 
and grafters.” The Communists have a special disdain for lawyers. Perhaps 
it is because there will be no need for lawyers when there are no rights to 
defend. At any rate, Foster has said, “The pest of lawyers will be abolished.” 

Action would be drastic, immediate, and without appeal. An armed “Red 
Guard” would enforce the orders of party henchmen. Hotels, country clubs, and 
swimming pools would be used for the benefit of “workers,” meaning, in most 
cases, party bosses. The workingman in the mines, factories, and mills would 
be told to work certain hours for certain wages. 

Mr. Dorur. Now I skip and read one thing more—— 

Mrs. Touwrson. What is that you are reading, sir ? 

Mr. Dorzr. I am reading the book of J. Edgar Hoover. I invite 
youtoreadit. Itis just off the press. 

Mrs. Timpson. Would you mind giving mea copy ? 

Mr. Doyte. It costs $5. 

Mrs. Timpson. You don’t think I want to invest that much? 

Mr. Doytr. If I thought it would convert you out of communism 
I would get you one. 

Mrs. Timpson. You might try. 

Mr. Dorr. Let me read just one more paragraph, and this deals 
with the subject of force and violence. As I noticed, you quite proudly 
stated you never heard it mentioned in your presence. 

Mrs. Trmpson. That is right. 

Mr. Doyiz. Here is what Mr. Hoover says on page 21: 

_ What about force and violence? Must they be used? Marx emphasized that 
eapitalist society, most naturally, would not voluntarily turn over its factories, 
banks, and money to the workers. Moreover, it would probably organize a 
“counter-revolution”—which means, defending itself. Hence, under the leader- 
ship of the Communist Party, the workers must, if necessary, be prepared to use 
force, that is, violent revolution. If the capitalists submit peacefully, good; 
if they resist, slaughter them. 

Mr, Doyiz. Yes, you can laugh. I notice you are, but anything 
that J. Edgar Hoover says, I think, is taken by the great mass of 
the American public as pretty near fact, instead of what the Com- 
munist Party or any of its members say in this country, thank God. 

Mrs. Timpson. What is your question, sir? 

Mr. Doyte. I have no question. 

Mrs. Trurson. Oh, it was just a free lecture. 

Mr. Doyxz. I just wanted to read you this, much as I know— 

Mrs. Timpson. Thank you. 

Mr. Doyir.—it is something you are familiar with, as far as the 
statements of Marx and Lenin are concerned, although you do not 
admit it. 

That is all. 

Mr. Mourprr. Mr. Kearney, do you have any questions? 

Mr. Krarney. IJ have no questions. 

Mr. Moutper. Mr. McIntosh? 

Mr McIntosu. No questions. 

Mr. Movutprr. Have you any additional questions, Mr. Arens? 
Mr. Arrens. No thank you, sir. 

Mr. Movutper. The witness is excused. 
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Mr. Arens. The next witness, if you please, Mr. Chairman—and 
may I advise, this will be the last witness called today—is Mr. Joseph 
Sherman. 

Kindly come forward and remain standing while the chairman 
administers the oath. 

Mr. SuermaAn. No pictures—you said “No pictures,” and I want 
instructions. 

That is very nice. Here we are trying to figure out order—I don’t 
care. 

Mr. Kearney. According to the rules of this committee, the press 
has the right to take pictures of a witness before he testifies but 
not while he is testifying. 

Mr. Suerman. If I was to ask to destroy these pictures because 
the committee has asked 20 times not to take these pictures, and these 
pictures are taken—there you go again, on top of it. 

Now, go ahead. That is very nice. The committee is holding out 
an order. Take more. I haven’t taken pictures in a long time. 

Mr. Moutper. Will you be sworn as a witness ? 

Mr. Arens. Kindly stand while the chairman administers the oath 
to you. 

Mr. Suerman. [am sorry. 

Mr. Moutprr. Do you solemnly swear the testimony you are about 
to give before this subcommittee, will be the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Suerman. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF JOSEPH SHERMAN, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
GABRIEL KANTROVITZ 


Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself by name, residence, and 
occupation. 

Mr. Suerman. My name is Joseph Sherman. [ live at 38 Walnut 
Park, Roxbury, Massachusetts. I am a truck driver on a cleaning 
establishment. 

Mr. Arens. Would it be convenient for you to keep your voice up, 
please, sir? 

Would you kindly give us your occupation again? I don’t believe 
it was clear to the stenographer. 

Mr. Surrman. I am a truck driver for a cleaning establishment. 

Mr. Mourper. May I admonish the witness in this respect: He was 
speaking very loud and clearly one moment ago, and we could hear 
you, but now we cannot hear you. 

Mr. SHermMANn. Unless this thing doesn’t carry—I am trying to speak 
right next into it. 

Mr. Movutper. That one in front of you is the one you should use. 

Mr. Suerman. This? 

Mr. Movutper. That is correct. 

Mr. Suerman. I am a truck driver for a cleaning establishment, 
that is, servicing the public, cleaning and pressing of garments. 

Mr. Arens. In what city, please? 

Mr. SHermMan. Greater Boston. 

Mr. Arens. You are appearing today in response to a subpena 
which was served upon you by the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities. 
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Mr. SHERMAN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. And you are represented by counsel ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Counsel, kindly identify yourself. 

Mr. Kanrrovirz. Gabriel Kantrovitz, 294 Washington Street, 
Boston. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Sherman, where and when were you born ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I was born in Poland, 1906. 

Mr. Moutper. I didn’t hear you. 

Mr. Suerman. I was born in Poland, 1906. 

Mr. Arens. When did you come to the United States? 

Mr. SHEerman. I came to the United States on August 21, I believe, 
1920. 

Mr. Arens. Are you acitizen of the United States ? 

Mr. Suerman. No, sir. 

Mr. Arens. You are an alien ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever applied for naturalization ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Well, there is a long story, sir, if I am permitted, 
and it is necessary in explanation here. It cannot be answered Yes 
or No. If Iam permitted g 

Mr. Movutper. The committee members cannot hear you. 

Mr. Arens. Use about the same volume on your voice that you did 
when you were protesting the pictures a few moments ago—we heard 
you then. 

Mr. SHerman. Would it help if I stood up? 

Mr. Argens. Just raise your voice, please, sir. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I would like to ask the committee for an explana- 
tion in answering this question, because this is a question that cannot 
be answered Yes or No. If I am permitted, I would answer this 
question because there is a long story 

Mr. Arens. Just answer the simple question: Have you ever filed 
an application for naturalization ? . 

Mr. Suerman. Again I must say that there is a reason why I did 
not file. After I had found that 

Mr. Moutprr. Answer the question, and then give your reason. 

Mr. Arens. Did you file? 

Mr. SuHerman. I did not, sir. 

Mr. Arrens. Are you now, or have you ever been, a member of the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. Suerman. I must decline, sir, to answer that on the ground 
that it might incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Suerman. I must decline to answer that, sir, on the ground 
that it might incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever traveled abroad ? 

Mr. Suerman. I must decline to answer this question on the grounds 
that it might incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Are you now an alien? 

Mr. Suerman. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Are you an alien Communist ? ; 

Mr. Suerman. I decline to answer that, sir, on the ground that i 
might incriminate me. 
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Mr. Arens. Were you a member of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade? 

Mr. Suerman. I decline to answer that, sir, on the ground it might 
incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. When did you last take a trip abroad ? 

_ Mr. Suerman. I decline to answer that on the ground that it might 
lcriminate me. 

Mr. Arrns. Have you ever applied for a United States passport ? 

Mr. Suerman. I decline to answer that, sir, on the ground that it 
might incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Do you honestly apprehend if you told this committee 
whether or not you applied for a United States passport, you would 
be supplying information which might be used against you in a 
criminal proceeding ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. SHERMAN. Would you mind, sir, to repeat the question ? 

Mr. Arens. Do you honestly apprehend, sir, if you told this com- 
mittee truthfully whether or not you ever applied for a United States 
passport, you would be supplying information which might be used 
against you in a criminal proceeding? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Suerman. Whatever I answer here is nothing but the truth. 
The reason 

Mr. Kearney. Mr. Chairman, may I make an observation here? 
It seems to me that in the testimony of this witness, this is a case that 
should be immediately processed to the Immigration authorities look- 
ing toward deportation, and I certainly would recommend and would 
urge as a vote of this committee, to return it to the full committee, that 
such proceedings be taken. 

Mr. Argens. Now, sir, there is an outstanding question on this record, 
namely: Do you honestly apprehend that if you told this committee 
truthfully while you are under oath whether or not you have ever 
applied for a United States passport, you would be supplying infor- 
mation which might be used against you in a criminal proceeding ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Suerman. In spite of my innocence, gentlemen, I still decline 
to answer, that it might incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Have you been innocent of any application for a United 
States passport? 

Mr. Seeman. I have.stated that, despite my innocence, that the 


truth: 

Mr. Arens. What innocence? Are you innocent of membership in 
the Communist Party ? 

Mr. SuHerman. I am innocent of telling the truth here, nothing but 
the truth; and the only reason I decline to answer such certain ques- 
tions is fear that they may incriminate me. This is my only reason. 
I employ the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Arens. As an alien, have you ever applied for what is tech- 
nically known as a re-entry permit ? 

Mr. Suerman. I decline to answer that question, sir, on the same 
reason and same grounds. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever been back to the country of your birth ? 

Mr. Suerman. I decline to answer that on the same reason, the same 
grounds. 
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Mr. Arens. To what organizations do you belong? 

Mr. Suerman. I decline to answer on the first amendment, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Now, I am going to ask you this question: What or- 
ganizations do you now belong to which are not Communist organi- 
zations ? 

Mr. Suerman. I decline to answer that, sir, on the same grounds 
and the same reasons. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that the witness 
be ordered and directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Movuxprer. The witness is so ordered and directed. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Moutprr. I will restate that the witness is ordered and directed 
to answer the question as directed by counsel. 

Mr. Surerman. I am applying the first amendment that gives me 
the right to associations and speech, and that is the reason why I de- 
cline to answer. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, in view of that explanation, I respect- 
fully suggest that the record again reflect an order and direction from 
this committee for the witness to answer the question—and I will 
explain the pertinency of it to the witness—so that there will be no 
question that this record is abundantly clear as to the nature of the 
information we are endeavoring to elicit from the witness. 

We have abundance of information to the effect that Communists 
have been in a process over this Nation of penetrating non-Communist 
organizations; that the Communist conspiracy is developing in this 
country what is known in Communist jargon as a “united front tactic.” 
We have information to the effect that this witness is and has been a 
member of the Communist conspiracy. 

We want to ask this witness not about Communist operations in 
which he is engaged at the moment, but about non-Communist or- 
ganizations in which he may be a participant, for the reason that this 
committee has under consideration a number of suggested provisions 
of law which would help protect this country against this subversive 
conspiracy. 

With that explanation, Mr. Witness, I respectfully request you to 
answer the question. . 

Mr. Movtper. And you are directed by the committee to answer 
the question. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Suerman. With the advice of my counsel, I am employing 
the first amendment. 

Mr. Movutper. I didn’t understand. 

Mr. Suerman. With the advice of my counsel on this question, I 
am employing the first amendment. 

Mr. Arens. And let the record be absolutely clear. You are not 
invoking 

Mr. Suerman. I am invoking—— 

Mr. Arnns. —those provisions of the fifth amendment which give 
you a privilege against self-incrimination ? 

Mr. Suerman. Let me repeat my answer, then. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Surerman. I am relying on the first amendment, with the advice 
of my counsel, and due process of the fifth amendment. 
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Mr. Arens. But you are not relying—Counsel, you may advise 
him—you are not relying upon those portions of the fifth amendment 
which endow you with a privilege against self-incrimination; is that 
correct ¢ 

Mr. Suerman. I am employing all of the fifth amendment that pro- 
tects me from being a witness against myself. 

Mr. Arrns. Then you are changing your reasons, are you not? 

Mr. Suerman. That is the reason. 

Mr. Arrns. Let’s get to the principal question: Do you honestly 
apprehend, sir, if you told this committee truthfully the non-Com- 
munist Party organizations of which you are a member, you would 
be supplying information which might be used against you in a 
criminal proceeding ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Surrman. With the advice of my counsel, I decline to answer 
for the same reasons. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that the witness 
be ordered and directed to answer that outstanding principal ques- 
tion, for the reason we are testing the witness’ good faith in the invo- 
cation of the fifth amendment. The fifth amendment has not been 
put in the Constitution, the Courts have said repeatedly, for purposes 
of mockery. If the witness is invoking the fifth amendment in good 
faith, he can and should answer that question. 

Mr. Moutper. I believe the record reveals what counsel said, to be 
the truth. Therefore you are directed by the committee to answer 
the question. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Surrman. My counsel advises me to rely on the first amend- 
ment and all of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Arens. I want the record to be abundantly clear, Mr. Chair- 
man. 

Do you understand, Mr. Witness, that I am asking you whether or 
not 1f you told this committee truthfully the non-Communist organi- 
zations which you are a member of, you would be supplying informa- 
tion which might be used against you in a criminal proceeding? Do 
you understand the question ? 

Mr. SHerman. (Nods). 

Mr. Arrns. Your nod “Yes” is not on the record. Kindly give us 
a negative or an affirmative response. 

Mr. Suerman. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. You understand the question ? 

Then I respectfully implore you to answer the question. 

(The witness confers with his counsel. ) 

Mr. SHerman. My counsel advises me to apply the first amendment, 
that it deals with the association of people and organizations, and the 
fifth amendment, that it deals with due proces of law and not to be a 
witness against myself. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that will conclude 
the staff interrogation of this witness. 

Mr. Moutper. Mr. Doyle, have you any questions? 

Mr. Doytr. Witness, how many oe did you say you had been 
within the continental United States ¢ 

Mr. Suerman. I came to this country in 1920. 
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Mr. Dorie. From Poland? 

Mr. Suerman. Poland, sir, right. 

Mr. Doyiz. And I think you said you had not applied for citizen- 
ship papers after you came here in 1920. 

Mr. Surerman. I have asked for an explanation, which I was not 
given the right to explain, and you would readily see the reason why I 
have not applied. In my explanation, if I was permitted to, you would 
see why I have not applied. 

Mr. Doytx. Well, tell us why you have not applied. 

Mr. Suerman. All right. 

Mr. Dorie. Since 1920. That is 38 years. 

Mr. Suerman. Well 

Mr. Doytz. How old aman are you? 

Mr. SHerman. Iam 52 at the moment. 

Mr. Doytz. 52? 

Mr. SuermMan. Correct, sir. 

Mr. Doytex. Tell us why you have not applied for citizenship in the 
country in which you are claiming constitutional privileges. 

Mr. Surerman. Firstly, I want to state that I would appreciate 
ereatly if I was to be given the opportunity of becoming a citizen of 
the United States. 

Mr. Dorie. Speak a little louder, please. 

Mr. Suerman. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Could you truthfully take an oath as now required in 
the application for citizenship that you are not now, nor have you ever 
been, a member of an organization dedicated to the overthrow of the 
Government by force and violence ? 

Mr. Suerman. I don’t know which question to answer first. What 
I started to speak about—— 

Mr. Arens. I beg your pardon ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Or this question now. 

Mr. Dortx. You answer the director’s question, first, sir. 

Mr. Suerman. Whatever I say here is absolutely the truth, and the 
only reason I am employing my right and taking advantage of the 
Constitution rights is simply not to be incriminated in the future. 

Mr. Doyter. All right. Now answer my question. You answered 
him the same way you did before. Why haven’t you applied for 
citizenship papers in 388 years? 

Mr. SuermMan. I came to this country in 1914 as a boy and that was 
the furtherest thing in my mind, not knowing anything about citizen- 
ship, when you first come to this country. 

Mr. Doytx. You are an adult now. Why haven’t you applied for 
citizenship papers ? 

Mr. SuHerman. Due to the fact that all of the children in my family 
were under the impression they were citizens of my father’s citizen’s 
Se derivative citizens. 

r. Dorin. Did you ever go to the Immigration Service of 
our omen to find out whether or not you could apply for citizenship 
papers? 

Mr. SHermMan. Sir, my personal life was so involved with 

Mr. Dorie. Never mind your personal life. Answer my question. 

Mr. SHerman. That was the reason for me not doing. I was in- 
volved with a dying wife for many years. 
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Mr. Dorie. Your wife has been dead many years. You have had 
25 years since that time. 

Mr. SHerman. My wife is not dead 25 years. 

Mr. Doytr. How many years has she been dead ? 

Mr. SHerman. My wife died in 1951. 

Mr. Doytr. 7 years. 

Mr. SHerman. And she was sick for many, many years. 

Mr. Doytr. Have you applied since your wife died, for citizenship 
papers? 

Mr. SuHerman. Pardon, sir? 

Mr. Dorr. Have you applied for citizenship papers in the United 
States since your wife died 7 years ago? 

Mr. SHerman. No. Since then I have been running to doctors, and 
Tam asick man today, sir. 

Mr. Dortz. Yes? 

Mr. SHermMAN. Arthritis, ulcerated stomach. 

Mr. Doyte. Do you work every day ? 

Mr. SHerMAn. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Doyiz. You are not too sick to work? 

Mr. SHerMAN. I must. 

Mr. Dorie. Why haven’t you walked over to the Immigration office 
and applied for citizenship ? 

Mr. Suman, Due to the fact when I get through with the day’s 
work, sir, I am tired. 

Mr. Dorin. Why don’t you lay off a half day and do your duty to 
your country ? 

Mr. SuHerman. I am not in a position financially to do so, and I am 
in the future trying to, even under a financial sacrifice. 

Mr. Doytz. You have good clothes, a clean shirt on, your hair is 
combed, you have good spectacles. You have a good, clean tie on. 
Why don’t you lay off long enough to go to the Immigration Serv- 
ice here in Boston and apply for citizenship papers ? 

Mr. Suerman. For your information, sir, this suit that I am wear- 
ing now and which is nice and clean is a suit bought for the last 9 
years, and this is the first suit in 9 years. And you know how long 
it takes to save up for a suit. 

Mr. Doyte. Mr. Chairman, I submit then that this is the most dis- 
gusting incomprehensible testimony I have ever heard on this com- 
mittee from a man who is claiming the protection of our country; and 
I want to join Mr. Kearney when this meeting is over and vote to 
recommend that this man be recommended to the Immigration and 
Naturalization Service to be deported. 

You can’t make monkeys of the people of the United States of 
America, like you have been doing, apparently. 

Mr. Movnpzr. May I first advise and warn those who are attending 
the hearing that you are permitted here in this public and open hear- 
ing and that demonstrations, for or against the witness, will not be 
tolerated and those, of course, who violate that rule will necessarily 
have to leave the hearing room. 

Do you have any questions, Mr. Kearney ? 

Mr. Kearney. I have no questions, Mr. Chairman, only to reiterate 
what I said a few minutes ago—that I watched the witness and lis- 
tened to his attempted answers, and personally, I don’t think there is 
a word of truth in them. 
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As Mr. Doyle from California has stated, when the full subcom- 
mittee meets it is my intention to move to the full committee that this 
matter be referred to the proper authorities for action. 

Mr. Moutper. Mr. McIntosh ? 

Mr. McInrosu. I have no questions. 

Mr. Moutper. Are there any other questions of this witness? 

Mr. Arens. No. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. That will conclude 
the staff interrogation. 

Mr. Moutper. I likewise wish to concur with my colleagues on the 
committee, that unanimously, your case be referred to the Immigra- 
tion authorities. 

The committee will stand in recess until 10 a. m., tomorrow. 

(Whereupon at 5:23 p. m. Tuesday, March 18, 1958, the subcom- 
mittee recessed to reconvene at 10 a. m., Wednesday, March 19, 1958.) 
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Pusiic Law 601, 79TH CoNneRESS 


The legislation under which the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities operates 1s Public Law 601, 79th Congress [1946], chapter 
753, 2d session, which provides: 


Be it enacted by the Senate and Howse of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress assembled, * * * 


PART 2—RULES OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
RuLE X 


SEC. 121. STANDING COMMITTEES 


* * * * * * * 
17. Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine Members. 
Rute XI 
POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES . 
* * * * * * * 


(q) (1) Committee on Un-American Activities. 

(A) Un-American activities. 

(2) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommit- 
tee, is authorized to make from time to time investigations of (i) the extent, 
character, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(ii) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American propa- 
ganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and attacks 

« the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitution, and 
(iii) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress in any necessary 
remedial legislation. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such investi- 
gation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such 
times and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, 
has recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by any such chairman, and may be served by ae person 
designated by any such chairman or member. 


* * * * * * * 
Rute XII 
LEGISLATIVE OVERSIGHT BY STANDING COMMITTEES 


Sec. 136. To assist the Congress in appraising the administration of the laws 
and in developing such amendments or related legislation as it may deem neces- 
sary, each standing committee of the Senate and the House of Representatives 
shall exercise continuous watchfulness of the execution by the administrative 
agencies concerned of any laws, the subject matter of which is within the jurisdic- 
tion of such committee; and, for that purpose, shall study all pertinent reports 
and data submitted to the Congress by the agencies in the executive branch of 
the Government. 
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RULES ADOPTED BY THE 85TH CONGRESS 
House Resolution 5, January 3, 1957 
* * * * * * * 
RuLE X 
STANDING COMMITTEES 


1. There shall be elected by the House, at the commencement of each Con- 
gress, 


* * * * * * * 
(q) Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine Members. 
x * * * * * * 
Rue XI 


POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 


* * * * * * * 


17. Committee on Un-American Activities. 

(a) Un-American activities. 

(b) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommittee, 
is authorized to make from time to time investigations of (1) the extent, char- 
acter, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(2) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American prop- 
aganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and 
attacks the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitu- 
tion, and (3) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress 
in any necessary remedial legislation. “ 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such investi- 
gation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such times 
and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, has 
recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by any such chairman, and may be served by any person 
designated by any such chairman or member. 


* * * * * * * 


26. To assist the House in appraising the administration of the laws and in 
developing such amendments or related legislation as it may deem necessary, 
each standing committee of the House shall exercise continuous watchfulness 
of the execution by the administrative agencies concerned of any laws, the subject 
matter of which is within the jurisdiction of such committee; and, for that 
purpose, shall study all pertinent reports and data submitted to the House by 
the agencies in the executive branch of the Government. 
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INVESTIGATION OF COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE 
NEW ENGLAND AREA—PART 2 


WEDNESDAY, MARCH 19, 1958 


Untrep States Houst or REPRESENTATIVES, 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE 
CoMMITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES, 
Boston, Mass. 
PUBLIC HEARING 


The subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities 
met, pursuant to adjournment, at 10:10 a. m. in Courtroom No. 3, 
the United States Court House and Post Office Building, Boston, 
Mass., Hon. Morgan M. Moulder (chairman of the subcommittee), 
presiding. 

Committee members present: Representatives Morgan M. Moulder, 
of Missouri; Clyde Doyle, of California; Bernard W. Kearney, of 
New York, and Robert J. McIntosh, of Michigan. 

Staff members present: Richard Arens, staff director; George C. 
Williams and Frank Bonora, investigators. 

Mr. Moutprr. The committee will be in order. 

I would like the record to show the receipt of a telegram from Ed- 
win E. Willis of Louisiana, member of this committee, as follows: 

Have to be present during the debate on habeas corpus bill on the floor this 
afternoon or tomorrow. Therefore regret inability to be with you. Wish suc- 
cessful hearings. 

Regards. 

Epwin E. Wum11s, Member of Congress. 

Mr. Kearney. Mr. Chairman, I want to call the attention of the 
committee to a television statement made last night by one of the 
witnesses here yesterday, namely, Otis Hood. 

Now, it must be understood, first of all, that the individual was not 
under oath at the time he made his statement, but his statement was 
so full of falsehoods that I just wonder how naive he thinks the 
American people are. 

And one of the portions of his statement that struck me as remark- 
able was the fact that through his many years as a member of the 
Communist Party and as a candidate for Governor of the State of 
Massachusetts, he has the audacity to tell his listeners that the Com- 
munist conspiracy was not dedicated to the overthrow of our Govern- 
ment by force or violence. As I say, the statement, of course, was 
made while not under oath. 

Mr. Mourper. Is that all, Mr. Kearney ? 

Mr. Kearney. Yes, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Moutper. You may proceed, Mr. Arens. 
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Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, may I respectfully suggest that for the 
purpose of accommodating those who, because of professional com- 
mitments are obliged to be here at the hearings, the press, radio and 
others, the Chair might want to make his announcement respecting the 
evening session so that they can make the necessary arrangement for 
their organizations. 

Mr. Movutper. The committee has agreed to hold hearings during 
the evenings, beginning at 7:30 p. m., probably lasting until ten or 
ten-thirty. 

Mr. Arens. The first witness, if you please, Mr. Chairman, will be 
Mr. Irving Fishman, aedompansied by his associate in the United 
States Customs Service, Miss Eleanor Suske. 

Mr. Movuxper. Do you want both witnesses sworn ? 

Mr. Arens. Yes. They are together. 

Mr. Movuxper. Do you and each of you solemnly swear that the 
testimony which you are about to give before this subcommittee of 
the United States Congress will be the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth, so help you God. 

Mr. Fisuman, I do. 

Miss Susxke. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF IRVING FISHMAN AND ELEANOR SUSKE 


Mr. Arens. Will each of you kindly identify yourself by name, resi- 
dence, and occupation ? 

Mr. Fisoman. My name is Irving Fishman, Deputy Collector of 
Customs at the Port of New York. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Fishman, would you kindly give us a descrip- 
tion of your responsibility as Deputy Collector of Customs in New 
York? 

Mr. Fisuman. The United States Customs Service, in cooperation 
with the Post Office Department, a:‘number of years ago set up a pro- 
cedure for the control of the importation of propaganda materials, 
from the Soviet Bloc countries. 

The Treasury Department assigned me to head that project on a 
nationwide basis. 

Mr. Arens, Miss Suske, would you kindly give us a word of identi- 
fication of yourself, please ? 

Miss Susxx. Yes. My name is Eleanor Suske. I reside in New 
York City. I am an administrative assistant to Deputy Collector 
Fishman in the office of the Collector of Customs at the Port of New 
York. 

Mr. Armns. Miss Suske, may I suggest that you feel free to supple- 
ment and assist Mr. Fishman, particularly in the matter of statistics 
as we proceed in the examination. Just volunteer any information 
which in your judgment and in Mr, Fishman’s judgment is desirable 
in response to the question. 

Mr. Fishman, would you kindly initiate your presentation this 
morning by alluding to the principal provisions of the various statutes 
which deal with or relate to the subject matter of importation of po- 
litical propaganda. 

Mr. Fisuman. Under the Tariff Act of 1930 subversive materials, 
which advocate treason or insurrection against the United States, are 
prohibited importation into the United States. 
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And the sending of political propaganda materials to the United 
States from a Soviet Bloc country by the mails or by means other 
than the mails unsolicited and intended for dissemination in the 
United States, may be a violation of the Foreign Agents Registration 
Act. The Department of Justice has expressed the opinion that simi- 
lar materials arriving in the United States from abroad by means 
other than the mails may be seized as an importation contrary to law 
under Section 545 of Title 18 of the United States Code. 

It is important to note that the Justice Department has held that 
persons not within the United States who use interstate or foreign com- 
merce within the United States to disseminate foreign political propa- 

anda may be regarded as acting within the United States and there- 
Fore subject to the Foreign Agents Registration Act. 

Mr. Arens. May I ask you the principal provisions of the Foreign 
Agents Registration Act ? 

Mr. Fisuman. So far as the project we are about to discuss this 
morning is concerned, the principal provisions deal with the neces- 
sity for properly identifying or labeling this material, and the exemp- 
tion from the requirements of the labeling provisions of the Act, 
which apply to several categories of individuals and firms within the 
United States, such as registered agents or embassy and consulate 
employees, and also to some degree the provisions of the Act which 
define Communist or political propaganda. 

Mr. Arens. May I undertake to interpret, perhaps in a simpler form 
the provisions of the Act and you correct me on the basis of your 
intensive background and experience. 

Is it true that under the Foreign Agents Registration Act there is no 
numerical limitation on the quantity, the amount of political propa- 
ganda that may be imported into the United States? 

Mr. Fisuman. By these exemptions ? 

Mr. Arens. Yes. 

Mr. Fisuman. No, sir, there is no limitation at all. 

Mr. Arens. There is no quantitative limitation ? 

Mr. Fisuman. There is no quantitative limitation. 

Mr. Arens. Is it true that any of the propaganda imported into the 
United States destined to a registered agent is absolutely free to pass? 

Mr. Fisuman. It is absolutely free to pass. Of course, the agents. 
since they are registered with the Department of Justice, are required 
e comply with certain sections of the Foreign Agents Registration 

ct. 

Mr. Arens. Now, under the Foreign Agents Registration Act, one 
who imports political propaganda is obliged to do two things: 

One; register with the Department of Justice as an agent of a foreign 
principal and, two, to label the propaganda which he imports with a 
stamp which indicates that it is political propaganda. Is that correct? 

Mr. Fisoman. That is correct. 

Mr. Arens. How long have you been in the Customs Service ? 

Mr. Fisuman. Some thirty years. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Fishman, is there any control exercised to any de- 
gree over political propaganda which comes in first-class mail ? 

Mr. Fisuman. None. First-class mail is exempt from examination 
and we respect the privacy of the seal. 

Mr. Arens. Is there any control whatsoever exercised over political 
propaganda imported destined to people in diplomatic status? 
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Mr. Fisuman. No,no control. 

Mr. Arens. Give us, if you please, the principal control points of 
the Customs Service in the United States where political propaganda 
arriving in the United States is processed ? 

Mr. Fisuman. There are some forty-five points of entry into the 
United States, but because of budgetary limitations, we find it neces- 
sary to limit the number of control units established around the 
country. 

We currently have directed all mail from Soviet Bloc countries, in- 
cluding China, to three control points: 

One in San Francisco, one in Chicago, and one in New York. 

Mr. Arens. So that the record may be clear, may we confine our 
observations and comments from here on, unless otherwise specifically 
indicated, to Communist propaganda, coming from Red Bloc coun- 
tries to these three control points. 

Mr. Fisuman. Allright, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Please give us an indication of the volume of Com- 
munist political propaganda which is arriving in the United States 
and which comes within the purview of the control processes of the 
Customs Service. 

Miss Susxe. I can supply the committee with that information. 

On a countrywide basis and covering the three control units for 
the year of 1957, approximately four and a half million packages 
were received from the Soviet Bloc countries. 

Mr. Arens. How many individual publications would be in each 
package, on the average ? ; 

Miss Susxr. On the average from four pieces in each package. 

Mr. Arens. That would mean about seventeen million individual 
magazines or individual publications, such as we see displayed here 
on this table per year, is that correct? 

Miss Suske. Yes, that is correct. 

Mr. Arrns. Please, tell the committee is this importation of Com- 
munist propaganda increasing or decreasing? 

Miss Susxe. It is definitely increasing. I also brought along statis- 
tics from the year 1956 which shows a definite increase of approxi- 
mately 30 percent in the last year. 

Mr. Arens. And was there a comparable increase last year over 
the preceding year ? 

Miss Suske. Yes, exactly. 

Mr. Arens. I should like to ask you, in the course of your ex- 
perience in the Customs Service, have you ever seen one single piece 
of Communist propaganda of these millions of pieces which arrive 
every year, seventeen million in the last figure, that was labeled or 
stamped, Communist political propaganda as required by the Foreign 
Agents Registration Act ? 

Mr. Fisuman. At the time of importation we have yet to see a piece 
properly labeled. 

We have observed in the Library of Congress, for example, and 
the law contemplates that the registered agents file with the Library 
of Congress a copy of every publication of this type which is im- 
ported into the United States—I have seen the type of labeling re- 
quired by law and it reads as follows: 


A copy of this material has been filed with the Foreign Agents Registration 
Section, Department of Justice, Washington, D. C., where the registration state- 


——— 
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ment of Imported Publications and Products, 4 West 16th Street, New York 11, 
New York, as an agent of the foreign publisher or distributor of this publication 
is available for inspection. The fact of registration does not indicate approval or 
disapproval of this material by the Government of the United States of America. 

I would like to add just one observation here, Mr. Arens, and that 
is that the Treasury Department considers the Foreign Agents Regis- 
tration Act as a disclosure type statute. I would like to make it clear 
that it is not our policy, neither do we intend, to withhold this type of 
material from the American public. We feel, however, that it is a 
requirement of law that the American public in reading this material 
have an opportunity to evaluate its source. 

Mr. Arens. In other words, you have the same theory undergirding 
the Foreign Agents Registration that undergirds the Food and Drug 
Laws. 

Mr. Fisuman. That is correct. 

Mr. Arens. Namely, that a person can have poison in his medicine 
cabinet if he wants to, but the law requires that the poison be marked 
“Poison.” 

Mr. Fisuman. That is correct. 

Mr. Arens. There is no censorship whatsoever in the processing of 
this material ? 

Mr. Fisuman. Any of this material that is solicited or requested by 
anyone in the United States is released to that addressee immediately. 

Mr. Arens. But in your thirty years’ experience in the United 
States Customs Service, you as chief of this operation have yet to see 
one single magazine, one single bulletin, one single item in this flood 
of Communist propaganda, which has been labeled as required by the 
Foreign Agents Registration Act? 

Mr. Fisoman. That iscorrect. I have yet to see one. 

Mr. Arens. I should like to ask you another question along this same 
line. 

Is this material circulated through the United States mails? 

Mr. FisuMan. Yes, it is. 

Mr. Arens. And you know, of course, that the United States mails 
are not self-sustaining. 

Mr. Fisuman. That is correct. 

Mr. Arens. In other words, Mr. Fishman, is it true that this flood 
of Communist propaganda which is being disseminated over the 
United States without proper labeling is being transported, in part, 
at least, at the expense of the United States taxpayer ? 

Mr. Fisuman. As it would apply to any other mail that is being 
distributed or delivered in the United States mails. 

Mr. Moutper. That is, any other second- or third-class mail ? 

Mr. Fisuman. I didn’t get the question. 

Mr. Moutnper. First-class mail, of course, pays its own way. 

Mr. Fisuman. That is right. Most of this class of matter or 95 
percent of it comes in the parcel post or ordinary mail, fourth class, 
third class. 

Mr. Moutper. Third or fourth class. 

Mr. Dori. That means seventeen million pieces distributed to the 
American people gratis or subsidized by the American taxpavers? 

Mr. Fisuman. To some degree that is true. 

Mr. Doytz. To what degree? 


9178 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE NEW ENGLAND AREA 


Mr. Fisuman. I am not an expert on post-office matters, but I 
would assume that, if the postal service loses money on delivery of 
any other type of third- and fourth-class mail, it would lose an equal 
amount on the delivery of this type of third- and fourth-class mail. 

Mr. Doytx. That is, it would lose a percentage on seventeen million 
pieces. 

Mr. Fisuman. That is correct. 

Mr. Arens. In addition to these seventeen million pieces which were 
processed by the Customs Service last year, you have an indeterminate 
amount of Communist propaganda items that went first class? 

Mr. Fisuman. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. You have no way of estimating how much? 

Mr. Fisuman. We have no way of knowing that. We have no 
way of knowing, for example, how much of this material has been 
sent into the United States through friendly countries. That is on 
the increase, too. We have had a number of complaints from Mem- 
bers of Congress about the influx of such Communist material through 
Canada. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Fishman, you took a trip at the behest of this com- 
mittee, as a special consultant to this committee, to Europe some 
several months ago, to check on certain items of information respect- 
ing Communist propaganda that is being pumped into the United 
States from non-Communist countries, did you not ? 

Mr. Frsuman. I did. 

Mr. Arens. Would you give us on this record a word summary, @ 
picture summary, of the overall findings which you made on that 
trip? 

Mr. Fisuman. Confining it to France, for example, we found that 
in Paris anyone could buy any quantity of this material and send it 
into the United States without any control at all. The bookshops 
run by the Soviet Government in Paris had complete collections of 
all of this material and to some extent even a finer selection than was 
available through the Soviet Union. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Fishman, let us get on the next subject; namely. 
the amount of this Communist propaganda processed by customs, 
which is and has been destined to the greater Boston area ? 

Mr. Frsuman. As I have previously stated, we do not have a special 
unit assigned to the Port of Boston. Instead, most of the mail destined 
for the New England area is intercepted in New York. At the re- 
quest of the committee, however, we did make a check and determined 
actually the volume of this material which was sent into this area, 
including the last two months. I think Miss Suske has that informa- 
tion. 

Mr. Arens. Give us the information, Miss Suske, if you please. 

Miss Susxn. There was an estimate of approximately 20,000 pack- 
ages destined to the New England area. 

Mr. Arens. Let me be sure I understand that and the record re- 
flects accurately. 

These 20,000 packages of Communist propaganda were in the course 
of the last two months 

Miss Suske. That is right. 

Mr. ARENS. Which were processed, to your certain knowledge 
into the Boston area? 

Miss Suske. Yes, 
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Mr. Arens. Would it be approximately the same number of indi- 
vidual items in each parcel ? 

Miss Susxe. Yes. We have found that averaging four pieces to 
a package would be correct. 

Mr. Arens. That would be about 80,000 in the last two months? 

Miss Suske. That is exactly correct. 

Mr. Arens. This is material processed from Communist Bloc 
countries 

Miss Suskeg. Yes, sir. 

Mr. AReEns. in bulk shipments, not first class mail ? 

Miss Susxe. No. 

Mr. Arens. Not mail coming from Communist sources in non-Com- 
munist countries, is that correct ? 

Miss Suske. That is exactly correct, sir. 

Mr. Kearney. Do you know to whom these packages are addressed, 
individuals or book stores? 

Miss Suske. Yes. For the most part, Congressman, they are ad- 
dressed to individuals. 

Mr. Kearney. Mostly addressed to individuals? 

Miss Suske. Yes. 

Mr. Kearney. Have any of these individuals who received these 
packages ever complained to the Customs people or the Post Office 
people, to your knowledge? 

Miss Susxe. Yes, they do, on occasion. I believe. Mr. Fishman 
has a few of those letters with him. 

Mr. Fisoman. We hear through the individual directly or through 
the Post Office Department and very frequently from the Representa- 
tive in Congress of the district about the shipment of this material. 
In many cases, the addressee pleads with the Post Office Department 
not to deliver the mail. Where we have such a specific request we 
will intercept it. But for the most part we have no control and must 
deliver. But there are many people who want no part of this type 
of propaganda. 

Mr. Arens. Are they addressed mostly to foreign-born ? 

Mr. Fisuman. That is correct. The procedure and the practice is 
apparently for the propaganda machine in the Soviet Union to ob- 
tain either telephone directories or directories of organizations com- 
posed of people of foreign extraction. The Polish American Con- 
gress has some 250,000 members and obtaining the roster of the mem- 
bership of that organization will provide a propaganda outfit with 
quite a batch of addresses to send material to. 

Mr. Arens. What percentage of this material is in foreign 
language ? 

Mr. Fisoman. About 60 percent of it. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Fishman, kindly tell us something of the content 
of the individual documents. In other words, what I am driving at 
now—does the document in every instance by its content clearly 
reveal that it is Communist, or is it more insidious, more sug- 
gestive 

Mr. Fisuman. It has become much more insidious. 

Mr. Arens. Is it more subtle? 

Mr. Fisaman. Much more subtle in the past few years. It used to 
be pretty flagrant at one time. But apparently, feeling that it was 
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much wiser to sweeten up the type of propaganda that is being used, 
the current material very cautiously approaches problems and situa- 
tions before the American public and treats them from a Communist 
viewpoint. 

Mr. Arens. Could you give us a word, Mr. Fishman, by alluding to 
each of several typical examples which I see you have on the table? 
I see one which apparently is in Czechoslovakian. 

Mr. Fisuman. I have some examples here that we extracted from 
the mails. 

Mr. Arens. Give us a brief reference to several of them, please. 

Mr. Fisuman. This is a publication entitled “Post War Rehabilita- 
tion and Development of the National Economy of DPRK.” 

This book points out what the Soviet Union has done for Korea, 
saying that Korea was liberated by the great Soviet Army on August 
15, 1945 and that the— 
great Soviet people gave disinterested assistance and support to the Korean 
people to achieve great success in fields of politics, economy and culture during 
the five years of peaceful economic construction prior to the war. 

It condemns “the United States imperialists” for occupying South 
Korea with armed forces, thus creating a complicated situation in 
Korea; for suppressing democratic forces and scheming for national 
split by calling together the reactionary forces while pursuing a preda- 
tory policy of colonizing South Korea; for invading the northern 
part of the Republic, and so on. 

Mr. Arens. Is this material destined to schools and colleges, as well 
as to individuals? 

Mr. Fisuman. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. Is it destined to libraries? 

Mr. Fisuman. It is sent to many libraries, practically all of the 
libraries of educational institutions around the country. 

Mr. Arens. On the basis of your background and extensive experi- 
ence is there anything obvious about this material which one who is 
not versed in the Communist line and Communist techniques would 
discern as Communist propaganda ? 

Mr. Fispman. No. No claim is made as to the place of printing or 
where the thing was published. You might pick it up and think it 
was somthing published here in the United States. Some of it does, of 
course, indicate its foreign origin, but does not explain where it comes 
from. 

Here is a popular booklet printed in German, which has a number 
of articles, including one ridiculing the United States Armed Forces 
in Germany, explaining that the Government brainwashes its citizens 
by giving them books to read which have a ridiculously low spiritual 
level. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Fishman, does it occur to you, as a person who 
has spent many years in this field, how ludicrous it is that the Com- 
munist operation in the United States would suspend publication of 
one of their journals, the Daily Worker, in New York City, on the 
theory that they could not afford to produce this publication and 
then send into the United States this flood of material which on 
its face indicates that it is very expensive to produce? 

Mr. Fisuman. It does seem very strage. 

Mr. Arens. Do you suppose there might be a ruse there ? 
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Mr. Fisuman. I don’t know what the plan was, but I have an idea 
they had so much of this coming in that they did not need anything 
published domestically. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Fishman, is there any advertising in those publica- 
tions which would sustain the cost of their printing ? 

Mr. Fisuman. No. Strangely enough, unlike publications of a simi- 
lar nature here in the United States, there is no advertising at all. 

Mr. Arens. How would these publications, at least some of them, 
compare with some of our popular magazines, let us say Life Mag- 
azine, or Look Magazine, or the Saturday Evening Post, in quality 
of paper, photographic reproductions, and the like. 

Mr. Fisoman. Here is the Soviet Union, which is published in Rus- 
sian, English, Chinese, Korean, Hindu, Urdu, Arabic, Vietnamese, 
Serbo-Croat, French, German, Spanish, Finnish and Japanese, which 
resembles pretty much our own Life Magazine, and I hope there is 
where the resemblance ends. I would assume this costs to produce, 
without advertising, ten or twenty times what Life Magazine costs 
to produce. 

Mr. Arens. It is our information that the Soviet Union is annually 
spending over three billion dollars on foreign Communist propaganda. 
Do you have any information upon which you can confirm that on the 
basis of your experience ? 

Mr. Fisuman. We have heard similar information and I believe 
a statement was made by the United States Information Agency 
to that extent some time ago. 

Mr. Arens. May I invite your attention to these mail sacks? 

Do you recall some several days ago when you were undertaking 
your spot check here that I asked if you would bring down, unopened, 
a few typical examples of the mail bags of materials from Iron Curtain 
countries destined to the Greater Boston area and open them for the 
first time during this proceeding. Would you kindly, just at random, 
select one of those mail sacks? And may I ask before you leave the 
microphone, have you sampled any of these mail sacks ? 

Mr. Fisuman. No, we have not. 

Mr. Arens. Thisistypical ? 

Mr. Fisuman. That is correct. 

Mr. Arens. Kindly proceed to open one of those mail sacks and give 
us the benefit of your observation on the material that is coming into 
this area via New York City from the Iron Curtain countries. 

Mr. Fisurman. (Complying) Shall we dump this entire mail sack? 

Mr. Arens. I think it will be quite all right. Mr. Fishman, I 
asked you a little while ago if you on the basis of your thirty years’ 
experience have ever seen a single item of this Communist propa- 
ganda from Iron Curtain countries flooding the United States which 
is labeled as such as required by law. You said you had not. Do 
you know of anyone who has? 

Mr. Fisuman. No, not to my knowledge. No one in my service, 
anyhow. 

Mr. Arens. Thank you, sir. 

Would you kindly tell us what is that material you have just 
dumped out of the mail sack ? 

Mr. Fisuman. We seem to have chosen an appropriate mail sack. 
The reason I say this, is that the House Un-American Activities Com- 
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mittee in Washington a number of months ago, almost a year or so 
ago, did a heroic job in my opinion in connection with the “redefec- 
tion program” or “return to homeland program,” by calling to the 
attention of the American public the fact that this redefection ma- 
terial coming into the United States was part of a propaganda plan 
rather than the business of singling out an individual in the country 
and approaching him with a suggestion that he return to the country 
of his origin. This sack contains nothing but redefection material. 

Mr. Arens. What do you mean by redefection material, Mr. Fish- 
man ? 

Mr. Fisoman. This is a batch of material addressed to people who 
have their origin in particular countries, explaining how wonderful it 
is, and would be to come back to their homeland, making mention of 
the fact that anything they may have done before they left would be 
forgiven, talking about all the advantages of coming back and all of 
the things the government is now doing for their people. 

Here is one Hungarian newspaper, for example: the entire paper 
contains articles which are destined to lure the immigrant back, even 
showing him how wonderful life is at present in Hungary and point- 
ing out how uncertain and sad life is abroad. 

Mr. Arens. I believe I would be in violation of the postal regula- 
tions if I called off names, but I observe here a number of these smal] 
white envelopes from Berlin, apparently from East Berlin. Here is 
one addressed to Rochdale, Massachusetts, another one to Norwood, 
Massachusetts, another to Springfield, Massachusetts, another to Rox- 
bury, Massachusetts, to individual recipients, apparently with foreign 
names, that is, names of foreign derivation, I will put it that way for 
want of a better word for the moment. 

There are many for Boston, Massachusetts. 

What are the contents of these letters? Would we be violating a law 
to open one of them? 

Mr. Fisuman. No. 

Mr. Arens. Do you want to open one of them ? 

Mr. Fisuman. We can tell from the format of this envelope that 
it is a “return to the homeland” request. 

Mr. Arens. You mean it is a request by somebody or by some agency 
under Communist control in East Berlin to the individual recipient of 
a foreign language name urging him to pull up stakes here in the 
United States and return? 

Mr. Fisuman. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. You just opened one of them. In what language is that ? 

Mr. Fisnman. That is Lithuanian. 

Mr. Arens. And I take it that 

Mr. Fisuman. It is the same type. I was looking for a sample of 
this particular publication. 

Mr. Arens. Do you read Lithuanian, by the way ? 

Mr. Fishman. Unfortunately not. 

Mr. Arens. Have you on the basis of prior experience seen similar 
publications coming from behind the Iron Curtain urging that this 
redefection program be developed ? 

Mr. Fisuman. That is right. 

Mr. Knarnery. Also, Mr. Fishman, the mail we have here seems to 
be Seg ie by the same mimeograph machine or addressograph 
machine. 
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Mr. Fisuman. That is right. All of these are published in the same 
place, but in different languages. 

Incidentally, you might be interested: in knowing that quite apart 
from the statistics which we have given you, the redefection program 
alone sends into the United States some 125,000 individually addressed 
envelopes per week. 

Mr. Doytx. Per week ? 

Mr. FisuMan. Just on this one program alone. 

Mr. Arens. Are these 125,000 envelopes being sent in a week on the 
redefection program of Communists in addition to the other material 
we are talking about ? 

Mr. FisuMan. That is right. That is the exact figure. 

This material is printed in the form of a newspaper in eight lan- 
guages, Russian, Byelorussian, Georgian, Ukrainian, Estonian, Lat- 
vian, Lithuanian, and Rumanian. 

Mr. Doyitr. When you say 125,000 a week individually addressed, 
do you mean by pen and ink ? 

Mr. Fisoman. No, in this same format. We have seen these. 
and others of the same type in great volume around the country. The 
sender is always the same. There is no sender’s name but just an 
address, and made up the same way, the same fashion. 

Mr. Dorr. How long has that been going on, this 125,000 a week? 

Mr. Fisoman. For at least two and a half years that we know of. 

Mr. Doris. Two anda half years? 

Mr. Fisuman. It has been on the increase. It quieted down con- 
siderably after the House Un-American Activities Committee gave it 
some publicity. The results of the hearings were picked up by many 
of the domestic foreign language newspapers and spread around, and 
many people became aware of the program. Actually some of the 
correspondence which we received from people in connection with this 
redefection material is crudely written but the point is made very 
clear. 

Here isa letter which states: 

I did not order anything from Germany, so I do not know what kind of stuff 
would be in the package. I guess the package contains some books or leaflets 
sent by Russia from East Berlin where they have offices and where they bother 
refugees calling them to go back. If this would be the case it is better to send 
back the material and not to send it to me. 

Mr. Dorie. What did you mean when you said “it was picked up 
by the foreign newspapers.” 

Mr. Fisuman. The results of the hearings in Washington of the 
Un-American Activities Committee. It was made quite clear by the 
hearing that this redefection program was part of an organized plan. 

The average individual up until that time having received one of 
these felt that the propaganda machine or some intelligence outfit in 
Germany or East Germany or in Russia had finally located the indi- 
vidual here in this country and was applying to him directly to come 
back and that scared the life out of a lot of people. 

Mr. Doyin. Do I understand the foreign language newspapers in 
our country cooperated, in effect, with this committee and the United 
States Congress in divulging that information to the people of foreign 
extraction in the United States ? 
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Mr. Fisuman. That is right. We saw comments concerning the 
hearings in many foreign-language newspapers. 

Mr. Moutprr. May I interrupt by asking—you read a letter a mo- 
ment ago. 

Mr. Fisuman. One of the addressees of this type of letter. 

Mr. Moutprr. I didn’t hear it very clearly. Could you reread it ? 

Mr. Fisuman. Yes. We had notified this person that we had taken 
one of these items away from him. ‘This person happens to be a mem- 
ber of the clergy. And he said: 

I did not order anything from Germany, so I do not know what kind of stuff 
would be in the package. I guess the package contains some books or leaflets 
sent by Russia from Hast Berlin where they have offices and where they bother 
refugees calling them to go back. If this would be the case it is better to send 
back the material and not to send it to me. 

Mr. Arens. On the basis of your background and experience, please 
express publicly what you believe is the purpose, the objective and 
design of the Communist conspiracy in flooding this redefection ma- 
terial into the United States. 

Mr. Fisuman. I doubt very much whether it will cause a rush of 
people back to the country of their origin. I suspect for one thing 
it provides the Communist machine with a means of distribution of 
their material here in the United States. It can keep the people con- 
tinuously posted on what is supposed to be going on in the foreign 
country and also what is supposed to be going on in the United States. 
Many of the recipients of this material do not read English language 
newspapers. ‘They have to depend, for the most part, on what they 
can obtain or glean from a foreign language newspaper, and receiv- 
ing something of this type, and reading some of the articles, whether 
they are true or not, many of the people who receive them may be- 
lieve them, since we of the United States have no opportunity to reach 
them by our own newspapers and say whether this is or is not so. 

National issues are taken up in many of these publications. 

Mr. Arens. Is it a propaganda device of the conspiracy ? 

Mr. Fisuman. We think so, definitely. We do not consider that 
this will convince many people that they should rush right back to 
the Soviet Union. 

Mr. Dorir. Mr. Chairman, may I observe this: It is not only 
propaganda, it is part of the cold war, the malicious attack against 
our system of Government and the customs of the people in the United 
States. It is part of the cold war. That is what it is. It is more 
than propaganda. 

Mr. Moutper. The Chair recognizes Mr. Kearney. 

Mr. Kearney. Mr. Fishman, isn’t it true that a great portion of 
these propaganda magazines come from Mexico City into the United 
States ? 

Mr. Fistran. It isa means of getting this material into the United 
States. The fact that we have these control units is very well known. 
And there is a continuous effort to by-pass our control by using 
friendly countries who are completely unaware of this fact that their 
mails are being used to ship this material into the United States. 

Mr. Kearney. Let me go one step further, then. Isn’t it true that 
Mexico City is one of the largest avenues in the world for the sending 
of propaganda, Communistic propaganda, to the United States? 
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Mr. Fisnman. We know from our own experience that the U. S. 
S. R. Embassy in Mexico is perhaps the most active point from which 
propaganda is sent into the South American countries and into the 
United States. 

Mr. Knrarney. You might say it is one of the Jargest printing 
presses in the world. 

Mr. Fisoman. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. In addition to material that is pumped into the United 
States from Iron Curtain countries and from Communist operations 
in non-Communist countries, could you give us a word about Com- 
munist propaganda which is sent to the United States in transit? 

Mr. Fisuman. The volume of intransit mail has never decreased, 
to my knowledge. As the House Un-American Activities Committee 
knows from the testimony which was given to it in New Orleans, we 
found that some thousands of sacks of mail containing political propa- 
ganda, Communist propaganda, daily moves through the Port of New 
Orleans on its way from South America into other South American 
countries and into the United States. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Fishman, are you acquainted with the provisions 
of H. R. 9937, which was introduced by the chairman of this com- 
mittee in the Congress some several months ago ? 

Mr. Fisuman. Tam. 

Mr. Arens. And those provisions pertaining to amendments to the 
Foreign Agents Registration Act which undertake to deal with cer- 
tain phases of the problems you have been discussing ? 

Mr. FisHmMan. Lam. 

Mr. Arens. We would appreciate your observations and comments 
publicly on those provisions of the Act. 

Mr. Fisoman. We are particularly concerned or interested in cer- 
tain amendments to the Foreign Agents Registration Act and we feel 
that these amendments will, to a great extent, alleviate this situation. 
The most important or significant amendment to the law which con- 
cerns us is the requirement that this labeling be attached to the 
publication at the time of importation. Such a requirement to me 
is not a very unusual one, since, as you yourself pointed out some 
time ago, the requirement that food and drug products be properly 
identified or foreign products be identified with their origin is one 
that attaches at the time of importation. It would seem only fair that 
this same requirement attach here at the time of importation rather 
than to permit the registered agent at some time subsequent to receiv- 
ing this article to decide for himself whether it is propaganda or 
whether he shall label it. 

Mr. Arens. Just in passing, may I say, do you have any informa- 
tion reflecting how easy or soft the Soviets are on any propaganda 
that we undertake to get into their country ? 

Mr. Fishman. We heard Congressman Doyle speak about this ex- 
change of publications, the publication “America” which we send over 
in exchange for the publication “U.S. S. R.” which comes here. This 
American publication is continuously returned to us as nonsalable. 
In other words, the Soviets claim no one wants to buy the publication 
over in the Soviet Union. Actually, we have heard they just do not 
put it on sale and that those they do put on sale are snatched up 
immediately. 

Mr. Arens. In other words, we have a little exchange agreement 
that we let one magazine in officially and they are supposed to let 
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one of ours in officially, but don’t, and then send this flood in every 
month? Is that correct? 

Mr. Fisuman. That is correct. 

Mr. Mounprer. The committee will stand in recess for a period of 
five minutes. 

(Brief recess.) 

(Committee members present: Representatives Moulder, Doyle and 
Kearney.) 

Mr. Mouxper. The committee will be in order. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, the staff interrogation is concluded, but 
I want to inquire whether any members of the committee have ques- 
tions. 

Mr. Movtper. Mr. Doyle, do you have any questions to ask of the 
witnesses ? 

Mr. Doyts. Mr. Fishman, you gave to me during the few minutes of 
intermission two copies of this Moscow News. I see one is dated Feb- 
ruary 12, 1958, and the other is February 5, 1958. How did you come 
by these ? 

Mr. Fisuman. This is a daily publication printed in the English 
language in the Soviet Union which arrives in the United States for 
distribution here. It is curious, but at the time that first came out 
the story was that this would be a publication devoted to factual in- 
formation concerning the Soviet Union but it very rapidly became 
another one of the propaganda publications. 

I was looking at the issue of it, dated February 1. I didn’t read 
too far but in the editorial there is this statement : 


United States Secretary of State, J. F. Dulles, who attended this session— 
which is referring to a meeting on the consolidation of countries— 


disregarding the national interests of eastern countries who are members of this 
military bloc, demanded that their territories should be made available for es- 
tablishing American rocket bases. 

This was the publication which was going to report things factually. 

Mr. Doyir. Mr. Chairman, I just want to refer to Page 4 of this 
issue of February 12, 1958, and read two of the deliberately false and 
malicious pieces of cold war propaganda that I find on page 4: 

It is more than four years since the armistice agreement put an end to the 
three-year war imposed on the Korean people by the United States rulers. 

There you have it, the dirty despicable falsehood. The matter of 
history shows that the Korean War was not imposed on Korea by the 
United States. We went there to defend the freedom of the Korean 
people and it is a matter of history. 

One more statement: 

The American command and the South Korean authorities are aggravating 
the situation in Korea by constantly violating the armistice agreement— 
Another despicable le and falsehood. And that is the kind of junk 
that is coming into our country from this cold war propaganda. 

May Lask two or three questions. 

You gave me thirteen of these sealed envelopes mailed from East 
Berlin, and these letters are addressed to people in Jamaica Plains, 
Northampton, Springfield, Cambridge, East Hampton, Forge Village, 
Allston, Framingham, and five of them to the City of Boston. So you 
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Bostonians have some of this junk mail coming right to your next door 
neighbors, apparently. 

Mr. Fisuman. That is right. 

Mr. Doytx. Do I understand on none of this cold war propaganda 
from the Soviet Union is there any place of publication given ? 

Mr. Fisuman. In some instances, but it is obscured and difficult to 
identify the particular country. 

Mr. Doyze. Isn’t it carried on the fly leaf where such information 
is usually carried ? 

Mr. Fisuman. A publication of this type, Soviet Union, which is a 
very well recognized Soviet publication, will have it very clearly 
stated. Maybe I better take that back. I thought it was right on the 
fly leaf, but it is not. 

Mr. Dortr. Now, you referred to that as comparable to the Ameri- 
can magazine, Life. Is this magazine that you have in color? It is 
extensively illustrated, I see, as you turn the pages. 

Mr. Fisuman. There are colored photographs right here in the 
center page. 

Mr. Doyir. What does that sell for in this country if it is for sale? 

Mr. Fisuman. I don’t know. It sells for six shillings in England, 
and this being printed in the English language, it is marked for sale 
inEngland. This does have here on the last page, Editorial Offices and 
Printed by the Pravda Printing Plant in Moscow, in very small type 
way at the bottom of the last page. 

Mr. Doyte. Did I understand your associate to say that the per- 
centage of increase for the years 1956-1957, of this type of cold war 
propaganda that you have exhibited here has been approximately 30 
percent ? 

Mr. Fisuman. That is right. Each year, each of those several 
years. It has gone up almost 30 percent. 

Mr. Doyte. Is all of this Soviet cold war propaganda that comes 
to any of the ports of entry in the United States, sent to the three 
control units, New York, Chicago and San Francisco ? 

Mr. Fisoman. We attempt to get it all sent to the three control 
units. The Post Office Department makes an effort to get all of this 
material addressed to the States east of the Mississippi to the New 
York area, to the States west of the Mississippi to the San Francisco 
area, and to the States of Illinois and Wisconsin to the Chicago port. 

Of course, it is almost impossible to control it all, and some of it 
does get by. ; 

Mr. Dorie. As to the cold war propaganda which you exhibited 
here, did you state that never to your knowledge has that type of 
propaganda complied with the Foreign Agents Registration Act of 
the United States. Well, isn’t that an act supposedly agreed to by 
Soviet Russia, too? 

Mr. Fisuman. Oh, no. 2. 

Mr. Doyix. They are not in that agreement ? 

Mr. Fisuman. The Foreign Agents Registration Act applies to all 
foreign countries including those in the Soviet Bloc. Among other 
things it requires that agents of foreign governments keep the United 
States Government posted as to their activities here, letting the De- 
partment of Justice know, for example, how much of this material is 
peporied, how much is sold and the money received through such 
sales, 
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Mr. Doyte. Is that being complied with to your knowledge? 

Mr. Fisuman. It may be in regard to how much or what volume 
of business they have done. But unfortunately until the House Un- 
American Activities Committee took up this issue, the requirement 
for labeling was not clearly defined, that is to say, as to when such 
compliance was required. Currently, it is up to the registered agent 
to decide which of the material he distributes is political propaganda 
and at that point he labels it. 

There is another confusion and that is whether at the time of dis- 
tribution he intends it to be disseminated among two or more per- 
sons. So there are several outs, and for that reason a good deal of 
this is never labeled. 

Mr. Doytr. May I inquire this: It is not clear to me what your 
testimony was or reference was as to the amount of this cold war 
propaganda coming into the United States, percentagewise or quan- 
titywise, from satellite countries or Communist-controlled countries 
other than the Soviet Union. Does any of it come from those 
countries ? 

Mr. Fisuman. Oh, sure. 

Mr. Doyir. What percentage of it, if you can make an estimate? 

Mr. Fisuman. The volume ebbs and flows, depending on domestic 
and foreign issues. As these countries are annexed their publications 
increase. For example, all of the Hungarian magazines and news- 
papers were cut off completely immediately after the trouble there. 
Now, of course, they resume publication, but on a propaganda level. 
I would estimate that on an overall basis about 65 percent of all this 
material comes directly from the Soviet Union, the rest of it is sup- 
posedly from the satellite countries. 

However, from the format of the material, the way it is printed, 
etc., we have an idea a lot of it is printed in the Soviet Union in the 
language of the country it is supposed to come from. We have sepa- 
rated here on the table this material according to language. Some 
of it is from Germany, some from Czechoslovakia, some from Yugo- 
slavia. There is Chinese. There is some from Hungary, Bulgaria, 
and, of course, there is a good deal of World Youth material. 

Mr. Doy.z. In answer to a question from our staff director, one 
of you estimated that there were approximately 10,000 pieces a month 
for the two months that you checked, coming into the Boston area. 

Mr. Fisoman. We included in that the New England area actually. 

Mr. Doyitr. The New England area. Do I understand, therefore, 
that is an average number of pieces?, That would means 120,000 pieces 
a year. 

Mr. Fisuman. That is correct. 

Mr. Doytez. Into the New England area. 

My. Fisuman. That is right. 

Mr. Doyte. Of this sort of junk, cold war material. 

Mr. Fisuman. That is right. 

Mr. Doy.r. I think, Mr. Chairman, that I want, and I am sure 
the committee wants to join me in complimenting the foreign 
language press on the efforts they made and the enlightenment which 
they gave to the foreign born people as related by Mr. Fishman 
about the propaganda program. They were very helpful in giving 
the foreign born people that information. 

I spoke with you before the committee met this morning about this 
exchange of “America” for the Soviet magazine. You said that much 
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of it is being returned from the Soviet Union as nonsalable. Then 
I think I heard you say that “that which is placed on sale is picked 
up immediately.” Have you any way of telling what percentage of 
our booklets going over there from month to month by agreement 
with Russia, in return for Russia’s magazine coming to this country, 
is returned as nonsalable ? 

Mr. Fisuman. That information, I am almost sure, could be made 
available to the committee by the USIA. The story as we get it 
though is that very little of it is actually placed on the newsstands 
in the Soviet Union, but that which is placed on sale is snapped up 
almost the day it is put on sale. Yet at the same time we hear that 
a good deal of it does come back here as nonsalable. 

r. Doyiz. State, if you know what the fact is, whether or not in 
our country we are refusing to allow the Soviet book to go on sale, 
which we agreed would be offered for sale here in exchange for their 
allowing our book to be sold in Russia, Are we mistreating it that 
way ? 

Mfr: Fisuman. I doubt that because I have seen it around the 
country on newsstands. 

Mr. Doyrtz. So have I. 

Mr. Fisuman. In small cities and towns, and most of the States 
it is placed on sale. 

Mr. Doyre. That is all, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Moutprer. Mr. Kearney ? 

Mr. Kearney. I have no questions, Mr. Fishman. I only wish 
to thank you again and to say that it is good to see you here. But 
J want to call to the attention of some of our naive Americans the 
propaganda that does emanate from these foreign countries, particu- 
larly with reference to the Russian magazines. The word “Christ- 
mas” is practically outlawed, and the Holy Night before Christmas 
is unheard of; but picking up, for instance, this publication from 
East Germany, there is no hesitancy at all in speaking of December 
24th as Holy Night and also going on to mention subjects of the scenes 
that come from the Bible. You never see anything in the Soviet 
magazines with reference to the Bible, I am quite sure. 

Mr. Fisuman. No. 

Mr. Kearney. So in other words propaganda fits in the particular 
area that these magazines come from. 

Mr. Movutper. Mr. McIntosh ? 

Mr. McIntosu. I have no questions. 

Mr. Moutper. I join with my colleague, Mr. Doyle, with respect to 
his commendation of the foreign language newspapers. 

I would recall, Mr. Arens, there are a large number of foreign 
language newspapers in our country, especially in the New York area, 
that are busily disseminating Communist propaganda. As I recall 
se evidence was presented before this committee and the record so 
shows. 

Mr. Arens. Yes. I am sure the chairman will know that the an- 
nual report of this committee makes reference to a number of foreign 
language publications in the United States, the editors, publishers, 
and writers of which have been identified by subpenaed live witnesses 
under oath as members of the Communist conspiracy. 
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Mr. Doyix. Let us make it clear, Mr. Chairman, you and I do not 
commend them. 

Mr. Moutper. There is a distinction and we distinguish between 
the two. 

Mr. Doyrte. I certainly did not intend to. 

Mr. Moutper. We certainly do not. 

I wish to call attention to provisions of the bill which you referred 
to in your testimony, H. R. 9937. One of the provisions provides 
for the establishment in the Bureau of Customs of an office of 
a controller of foreign propaganda and fixes responsibility for the 
control of this foreign political propaganda. Does that meet with 
your approval ? 

Mr. Fisuman. We have not prepared a response to the general: 
provisions of the bill. Until the Treasury does prepare it I would 
just as soon withhold my comments. Of course, it will be an ideal 
thing to have someone right in Washington to be available to the 
committees of Congress and the Senate in connection with this entire 
program. 

Mr. Movutper. Are there any other questions from the members of 
the committee ? 

Have you any questions, Mr. Arens? 

Mr. Arens. No. Thank you, sir. 

Mr. Mouxtprer. The witnesses are excused. Thank you very much. 

Mr. Argens. Mr. Chairman, if you please, the next witness who 
was scheduled to be here is Mr. Herbert Zimmerman, and his coun- 
sel has presented us with a doctor’s certificate. Therefore, I respect- 
fully suggest that the Chair make an order in the record that Mr. 
Zimmerman be temporarily excused subject to call and he be con- 
tinued under his subpena. 

Mr. Moutprr. As requested by counsel and without objection the re- 
quest is approved and Mr. Zimmerman is temporarily excused, sub- 
ject to call by the committee. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, we have two witnesses we should like 
to hear before the noon recess, if you please, principally for the pur- 
pose of accommodating their counsel, who is obliged to return to 
New York City on some pressing matters. 

The first witness, if you please, Mr. Chairman, will be Mrs. Doro- 
thy Friedman. 

Would you kindly come forward. 

Mr. Boupin. May I request, Mr. Chairman, that no pictures be 
taken in this room? 

Mrs. Friepman. No pictures, Mr. Chairman, please. 

Mr. Bounty. I request that no pictures be taken. May I have a rul- 
ing before the pictures are taken ? 

Mr. Movutper. There is a ruling that no pictures will be taken 
during the course of testimony if the witness objects. 

Mr. Bouptn. The witness objects to having any pictures taken in 
the room. 

Mrs. Frrepman. No pictures are to be taken at all. 

Mr. Moutper. Will the witness be sworn, please ? 

Stand up and be sworn. 

Mr. Bouprn. You may be sworn. The Chair has ruled. 

Mr. Movuprr. Do you solemnly swear the testimony you are about 
to give before the Committee of the United States Congress will be 
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the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you 
God ? 

Mrs. FrrepMan. I do. 

Mr. Kearney. Mr. Chairman, I would like to ask for a clarification. 
I see my friend, the attorney whom we have met on several occasions 
in various cities, representing one of the witnesses here. 

Now, I would like to know whether or not in order to represent a 
witness in the State of Massachusetts one has to be a member or at 
least legally allowed to practice law in the State of Massachusetts. 
If they do not have to, inasmuch as this is not a court of law, that is 
another question. But I would like to know just what the situation is. 

Mr. Moutper. As I recall there is a provision clarifying that ques- 
tion in the bill, which I mentioned a while ago. As I understand 
it, Mr. Arens, of course under the rules the witness is entitled to coun- 
sel. Whether or not he is admitted to practice before the Bar of the 
State of Massachusetts does not control. Therefore he is entitled to 
have counsel regardless. 

Mr. Bouprn. Mr. Chairman, would you direct the photographers 
not to take pictures, which are continuing to be taken even while this 
is going on ? 

r. Mounprr. Yes. As requested by counsel and by the witnesses 
we will ask the photographers and those taking pictures to refrain 
from taking any pictures of this witness during the course of testi- 
mony, as she appears before the committee. 

Mr. Bouptn. May I ask one more thing, Mr. Chairman? I under- 
stand that over the radio last night conversations between witnesses 
and their counsel were recorded, apparently because of the delicate 
recording device here. 

Mr. McInrosu. Mr. Boudin, if I may interrupt at this point, I 
think we clarified that yesterday in anticipation of the question you 
are raising today. 

Mr. Bounty. So there is no problem today of any of my conversa- 
tions with my client being heard 

Mr. McInvosu. Let me finish. We are subjected to this sort of dou- 
ble check very often. Yesterday one of the counsel spoke over the 
microphone in advising his client. I specifically called his attention 
to the fact and he admitted on the record that the option of making a 
public broadcast over the microphones here of his advice to his 
client was at his option and not at our suggestion, and I think if you 
will talk to your witness in private you will have no problem. 

We resent the technique that you are using, where yesterday counsel 
deliberately for his own purposes, advised his client publicly by pick- 
ing up the microphone and giving his advice to her over it, and then 
you come in today and raise an inference that we are publicizing 
your conferences with your client. 

Mr. Bouprn. I understand. 

Mr. McIntosu. We are not doing that. 

Mr. Boupin. I wasn’t saying the committee was doing it deliber- 
ately. The statement I am making is apparently on the radio—— 

Mr. Mourper. Counsel, the witness has the right to be represented 
by counsel for the purpose of advising her and conferring with her 
at any time, and under the rules of this committee counsel is not ac- 
corded the right to address the committee or to argue with members 
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of the committee. Therefore, in accordance with that rule, proceed 
with the interrogation of the witness. 


TESTIMONY OF DOROTHY FRIEDMAN, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
LEONARD B. BOUDIN 


Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself by name, residence, and 
occupation. 

Mrs. FrrepMAn. My name is Dorothy Friedman. I live in Prov- 
idence, Rhode Island. Iam a housewife. 

Mr. Arens. You are appearing today, Mrs. Friedman, in response 
to a subpena which was served upon you by the House Committee 
on Un-American Activities ? 

Mrs. FrrepMan. Lam. 

Mr. Arens. And you are represented by counsel ? 

Mrs. FrrepMAn. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Counsel, kindly identify yourself on the record. 

Mr. Bouprn. Leonard B. Boudin, of Rabinowitz and Boudin, 25 
Broad Street, New York City, New York. 

Mr. Arens. How long have you lived at Providence, Rhode Island ? 

(The witness conferred with her counsel. ) 

Mrs. Friepman. I decline to answer on the ground of the commit- 
tee’s lack of jurisdiction, the vagueness of the resolution creating it, 
lack of pertinency to any legislative purpose, my rights under the 
first amendment and my constitutional privilege under the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Arens. So that the record may be clear, you read the state- 
ment you just recited, is that correct ? 

Mrs. FrrepMan. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. From a piece of paper before you ? 

Mrs. FrirepMan. Yes. 

Mr Arens. Is that a typewritten piece of paper ? 

Mrs. FrrepmMan. It is. 

Mr. Arens. And who prepared that for you, if you please ? 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mrs. FriepMan. Prepared by myself and my counsel. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that the witness 
now be ordered and directed to answer the question as to how long 
she lived in Providence, Rhode Island. 

Mr. Moutper. Well, certainly, the witness is directed to answer the 
question. 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Frrepwran. I decline to answer for the reasons already given. 

Mr. Moutprr. Do you mean to tell us you will not tell us how long 
you have resided in Providence? 

Mrs. FrrepMan. I have already given my answer, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Doytn. I request the witness be instructed to answer the ques- 
tion as to how long she has resided in Providence, Rhode Island. 

Mr. Moutper. Certainly. We cannot understand how you would 
refuse to answer that question and in good faith claim the protection 
of the Constitution. 

Mrs. FrrepmMan. I stand on my previous position, Mr. Chairman. 
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Mr. Arens. Kindly give us a word, please, of your educational 
background. 

Mrs. Frrepman. I stand on my previous position as given. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest the witness be 
ordered and directed to answer ‘the question. 

Mr. Moutprr. The witness is directed to answer the question. 

Mrs. Frrepman. I have already given my answer, sir. 

Mr. Moutper. Does the record show she has not given an answer? 
She has declined to answer—I assume for reasons ‘previously stated 
by you? 

Mrs. Frrepman. That is correct, sir. 

Mr. Arens. As I recall, you said your occupation was presently as a 
housewife. Isn’t that correct ? 

Mrs. FrrepMan. Sir, I have given you my answer. 

Mr. Arens. I don’t believe you quite understand. You said on this 
record, did you not, that you were a housewife ? 

(The witness conferred with her counsel. ) 

Mrs. FrrepMan. I have already said so, sir. 

Mr. Arens. How long has that status been enduring ? 

Mrs. Friepman. I refuse to answer on my previous constitutional 
rights. 

Mr. Arens. Have you in the course of the last five years had any sub- 
stantial occupation other than the occupation of housewife 4 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mrs. FriepMan. Sir, I stand on my constitutional privilege, on the 
fifth amendment. 

Mr. Arens. Do you honestly apprehend that if you told this com- 
mittee truthfully while you are under oath whether or not you have 
had in the course cof the last five years a principal occupation other than 
the occupation of housewife, you would be supplying information 
which might be used against you in a criminal proceeding ? 

Mrs. Frrepman. I decline to answer for the reasons alr eady stated. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest the witness be 
ordered and directed to answer the question. The question is posed 
for the purpose of testing the good faith of this witness in invoking 
the constitutional privileges which she has invoked, 

Mr. Bouprn. Would the chairman hear a comment by me? 

Mr. Mouuper. The witness is directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Bouprn. May I have aruling from the chairman ? 

Mr. Movutprr. You may confer ‘with your witness or your client, but 
not address or argue with members of the committee. 

Mr. Kearney. You know better than to make a speech here. You 
have been before this committee on numerous occasions. 

Mr. Bouprn. I am addressing myself to you, Mr. Chairman, and 
not to you, Mr. Moulder—Mr. ‘Kearney. Pardon me, Mr. Moulder. 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mr. Arens. Would you kindly respond to the direction given by 
the chairman. 

Mrs. Frrepman. I stand on my position as previously stated, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever been a school teacher 4 

Mrs. FrrepMAN. I stand on my previous answer, sir. 

Mr. Arens. I should like, if you please, to cause to be displayed to 
you now a thermofax exhibit entitled “Teachers News,” June 5, 1948. 
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This article lists candidates for election to the executive board of the 
Teachers Union, including “Dorothea” C. Friedman, P. S. 100 B; 
Delegate Assembly. Kindly look at that exhibit, if you please, and 
tell us whether or not the information contained in that exhibit, in- 
sofar as it relates to yourself, identifying yourself as a candidate is 
correct. 

(Document handed to witness. ) 

(The witness conferred with her counsel. ) 

Mrs. Frrepman. Sir, I decline to answer for reasons already given. 

Mr. Moutper. May the record show that the witness has refused to 
examine the document as requested by counsel. 

Mr. Bouprn. If you like the witness will examine it. 

Mr. Moutper. Examine the document. 

Mr. Bouptn. May I request the photographers 

Mrs. FrrepMan. The photographers are getting me very nervous, 
Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Moutper. You have not looked at it. How can you respond ? 

Mr. Bouprn. I thought the pictures were not to be taken, accord- 
ing to your own ruling. 

Mr. Kearney. Mr. Chairman, may I again refer to Mr. Boudin? 

He has been before this committee many times. He knows what 
the rules of the committee are and he is simply seeking this opportu- 
nity to make speeches. He knows what his job is here and what his 
duties are. 

Mrs. Frrepman. Mr. Chairman, please, I am very nervous when the 
pictures are taken. Please, I ask that no pictures be taken. 

Mr. Kearney. If you would answer the question you would not be 
so nervous. 

Mr. Moutper. I wish to ask the witness now: You have examined 
the document referred to by counsel, have you not? 

Mrs. FrrepMAN. I have, sir. 

Mr. Moutper. You are directed to answer the question which I re- 
call as whether or not you are the same person referred to in that 
document. 

Is that right, Mr. Arens? 

Mr. Arens. If you please, sir, that is correct. 

Mrs. FrrepMAn. I will decline, sir, for reasons previously given. 

Mr. Arens. Now, Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that the 
document be appropriately marked and incorporated by reference in 
the record. 

Mr. Moutper. The document will be so marked. 

(Document marked “Friedman Exhibit No. 1” and retained in com- 
mittee files. ) 

Mr. Arens. Kindly tell the committee whether or not you presently 
hold a teacher’s certificate. 

Mrs. FriepMan. I decline to answer on the ground of the com- 
mittee’s lack of jurisdiction, the vagueness of the resolution creating 
it, lack of pertinency to any legislative purpose, my rights under the 
first amendment and my constitutional privilege under the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Arens. So the issue may be concise and clear, without equivoca- 
tion, may I explain to you the pertinency of that particular question ? 
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You, Ma’am, have been identified under oath by a live credible 
witness in this proceeding as a person known to have been in the re- 
cent past a member of the Communist Party. 

This committee has under consideration a number of legislative 
proposals and a number of bills, some of which would undertake to 
cope with the problem of Communists in public institutions. 

If you do presently hold a teacher’s certificate that bit of informa- 
tion added to other information of like character would enable this 
committee to more adequately appraise the legislative proposals which 
are before it, and suggest legislation to the House of Representatives 
and the United States Congress to undertake to plug the loopholes 
in existing law or to devise new legislation to protect this Nation 
against the operations of an international conspiracy which is today 
threatening to engulf the world. 

With that explanation, would you kindly answer the question ? 

Mrs. FriepmMan. I decline to answer on the grounds of reasons al- 
ready stated. 

Mr. Arens. I respectfully suggest, Mr. Chairman, that the witness 
be ordered and directed to answer the question as to whether or not 
she presently holds a teacher’s certificate. 

Mr. Moutprr. Yes, the witness is directed to answer the question. 

Mrs. Friepman. Sir, I stand under my rights under the first and 
fifth amendments. 

Mr. Movutprer. And may I add to that direction by saying that 
we are not directing you to answer the question in a spirit of coercion 
or threat, but in order to advise and inform you of the possible 
dangers of being in contempt of the United States Congress. 

You thoroughly understand that, don’t you ? 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mr. Moutper. I say, you do understand that ? 

Mrs. Frrepman. Mr. Chairman, I fully understand my rights under 
the Constitution, and I want to call to your attention that you are 
still permitting cameras to go after you have already said they would 
not. 

Mr. Arens. I should like to recite to you that yesterday before this 
committee a man testified under oath that while he was an undercover 
agent in the Communist Party at the behest of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation, he knew you as a Communist, he knew you, indeed, 
as a member of the Section Committee of the Communist operation in 
Providence, Rhode Island. That is a very serious allegation to make 
against a person. We want now to give you an opportunity while 
you are under oath to deny that assertion. Do you care to avail your- 
self of that privilege? 

Mrs. Friepman. I decline to answer on the grounds of my rights 
under the first amendment and my constitutional privilege under 
the fifth amendment, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Was Armando Penha, a witness yesterday, telling the 
truth, or was he in error when he identified you as a person who to 
his certain knowledge was one of the leading Communists in the 
Providence, Rhode Island, area ? 

Mrs. Frrepman. Sir, I decline to answer on the ground of the com- 
mittee’s lack of jurisdiction, the vagueness of the resolution creating 
it, lack of pertinency to any legislative purpose, my rights under the 
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4 
first amendment and my constitutional privilege under the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever taken a trip to Guatemala? 

Mrs. Frirepman. Sir, I stand by my previous answer. 

Mr. ArEns. Do you honestly apprehend if you told this committee 
truthfully whether or not you have ever taken a trip to Guatemala 
you would be supplying information which might be used against 
you in a criminal proceeding ? 

Mrs. FriepMan. Sir, I decline to answer on the grounds of the 
committee’s lack of jurisdiction, the vagueness of the resolution creat- 
ing it 

Mr. Kearney. Is it necessary to read that same speech every time 
you answer? 

Mrs. FriepMan. lack of pertinency to any legislative purpose, 
my rights under the first amendment and my constitutional privilege 
under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest the witness be 
ordered and directed to answer the last. principal question and the 
purpose of the question is to test the good faith of this witness in the 
invocation of the constitutional privilege. 

Mr. Moutprr. Yes. As requested by counsel, the witness is ordered 
and directed to answer the question, and again I wish to emphasize 
the possible risk you may be taking in refusing to answer, the risk 
that you are taking in being guilty of contempt of the United States 
Congress. 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Frirpman. Sir, I decline to answer for reasons previously 
given. 

Mr. Arens. Have you in the course of the last several years been 
peace partisan ? 

Mrs. FrirpMAn. I decline to answer, sir. 

Mr. Arens. A proponent of peace ? 

Mrs. Friepman. I decline to answer for reasons previously stated. 

Mr. Arens. Can you tell us, if you please, some of the deeds that 
you have performed for the uplift of the community in the Providence, 
Rhode Island, area in certain groups and organizations? And I 
speak now not about the Communist groups or organizations. 

Mrs. Frrepman. I have already given my answer, sit. 

Mr. Arens. Then, may I explain to you, the pertinency of this 
particular question ? 

Over the course of the last many months this committee has held 
numerous hearings in various areas of our Nation, in which we have 
received an abundance of testimony to the effect that one of the pres- 
ent tactics of the Communist conspiracy is to have hard-core cell 
members of the conspiracy penetrate non-Communist groups to un- 
dertake to build what they call a bridge, to undertake to reduplicate 
the so-called united front tactic. It is our information that you as a 
hard-core member of the Communist conspiracy have in the course 
of the last several years, been in the process of penetrating non-Com- 
munist organizations for the purpose of undertaking to poison and 
influence those organizations against the Nation under whose flag 
you receive protection. 

Now would you kindly answer the question. 
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Mrs. Frrepman. Sir, I decline to answer for the reasons already 
given. 

Mr. Mounper. And the witness is again directed to answer the 
question. 

Mrs. Frrepman. I decline to answer on the grounds of the commit- 
tee’s lack of jurisdiction, the vagueness of the resolution creating it, 
the lack of pertinency to any legislative purpose, my rights under the 
first amendment, and my constitutional privilege under the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Kearney. Are youa citizen of the United States? 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mr. Kearney. Are you a citizen of the United States? 

Mrs. Frmpman. Mr. Chairman, the photographers are still taking 
pictures here. 

Mr. Kearney. I don’t see anyone taking pictures. 

Mr. Boupin. Oh, yes; it is quite obvious. You are the only man 
who doesn’t see it. 

Mr. Kearney. Are you acitizen of the United States ? 

Mrs. Frrepman. Sir, I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Kearney. You decline to answer the question as to whether 
you are a citizen of the United States? 

Mr. Dore. I move, Mr. Chairman, she be instructed to answer that 
question. 

Mr. Moutprr. The witness is directed to answer the question. 

Mrs. Frrepman. Sir, I decline to answer because that is not the 
business of this committee. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, on the basis of the reason which was 
just now propounded by the witness, I respectfully request that the 
record reflect an order and direction of the chairman to the witness 
to answer the question. 

Mr. Moutprer. The witness is ordered and directed to answer the 
question. 

Mrs. FriepMan. I decline to answer on the grounds of the commit- 
tee’s lack of jurisdiction, the vagueness of the resolution creating it, 
lack of pertinency to any legislative purpose, my rights under “the 
first amendment, and my constitutional privilege under the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Doyte. In other words, Mr. Chairman, the committee is not 
entitled, in the judgment of this witness and her counsel, to know 
whether or not persons identified to us as active and hard-core Com- 
munists are citizens of the United States. That is the issue. It is 
ridiculous. 

Mr. Movutper. Are there any other questions, Mr. Arens? 

Mr. Arens. Yes. We have a few more questions, if you please, 
Mr. Chairman. 

There is pending before the United States Congress, and more 
specifically betas this Committee on Un-American Activities, a 
number of legislative provisions, pertaining to the security of the 
United States. Among those are provisions which undertake to 
redefine the term “organize,” as used in the Smith Act. The purpose 
of the amendment is to overcome the effect of certain decisions which 
have construed the term “organize” to mean only the original forma- 
tion of a group. 
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Now, for the purpose of developing information which might be 
used by this committee in appraisal of that particular provision, do 
you presently have information respecting establishment of a group, 
organization, or society by a person or persons known by you to be a 
Communist ? 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Frirpman. I decline to answer on the grounds of the com- 
mittee’s lack of jurisdiction, the vagueness of the resolution creating it, 
lack of pertinency to any legislative purpose, and my rights under the 
first amendment, and my constitutional privilege under the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Arens. Are you now a member of an organization -which is 
dedicated to the destruction of the Constitution of the United States ? 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mrs. FriepmMan. Sir, I decline to answer. This is not the function 
of this committee. 

Mr. Mounper. The witness is ordered and directed to answer the 
question. 

Mr. Bouprn. Excuse me a second, sir. 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mrs. FriepMan. Sir, I decline to answer on the grounds of the com- 
mittee’s lack of jurisdiction, the vagueness of the resolution creating it, 
lack of pertinency to any legislative purpose, my rights under the first 
amendment, and my constitutional privilege under the fifth amend- 
ment. 

Mr. Arens. Are you now, this moment, this instant, a member of 
the Communist conspiracy ? 

Mrs. FrrepmMan. Sir, I would decline to answer for reasons previ- 
ously given. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that will conclude 
the staff interrogation of this witness. 

Mr. Krarney. If you were not a member of the Communist Party 
at the present time would you so state ? 

Mrs. Frrepman. This is not a committee that has jurisdiction to 
make such an inquiry. 

Mr. Kearney. Please don’t tell us what this is. We happen to 
know, Madam. 

Mrs. FrrepMman. Well, the Supreme Court has said differently in the 
Watkins case, sir. 

Mr. Krarney. According to your speech there I guess you have 
everything down. 

Mr. Mouuprr. Have you any questions, Mr. Doyle? 

Mr. Bouptn. Are you all through, sir, or do you want the photogra- 
phers to take pictures while the hearing is going on? 

Mr. Movutprr. The photograpers will comply. 

Mr. Bouptn. Why can’t we have obedience of your order in this 
respect ? 

Mr. Doyue. I want to ask a few questions of the witness, please. 

Were you in the courtroom yesterday, Mrs. Friedman ? 

Mrs. FrrepMan. I decline to answer the question. 

Mr. Doyur. Let us see. This is a Federal courtroom and a Federal 
building and yesterday was a public session, and all the seats were 
occupied yesterday, the same as they are today, the public press was 
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here. There was nothing secret about the hearings. They were all 
open. And you decline to answer whether or not you were here. 

Well, if you had been here, you would have heard Mr. Penha tes- 
tify under oath that you were personally known to him as a hard-core 
Communist, in Providence, Rhode Island. 

Are you reading that statement now / 

Mrs. Frrepman. No, sir. 

Mr. Dorie. I would like to have you listen to.my question, if you 
please. 

Mrs. FriepMan. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Doyte. If you will pay attention to the question instead of 
paying attention to the notes you read every time, I would appre- 
ciate it. 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mr. Dorr. Now, counsel, will you let me ask the question ? 

Mr. Bouprtn. Do you mind my advising my client for a moment? 

Mr. Kearney. Why don’t you wait until the question is asked ? 

Mr. Doyte. I will stop asking the question if you want to interrupt 
and advise your client. 

Mr. Bouprn. Let me advise my client. 

Mr. Dorie. Go ahead and advise your client and then let me have 
a minute of her time. 

Mr. Bounrn. Very well, I will. 

(The witness conferred with her counsel. ) 

Mr. Bouprn. All right, sir. 

Mr. Dorie. Did you hear Mr. Penha, the former FBI agent, yes- 
terday, testify under oath here in the room that you were a hard-core 
Communist and known to him personally as such? 

Mrs. FrrepMan. Sir, I don’t think this adds to anything that has 
already been said. 

Mr. Dore. Will you answer my question, please ? 

Mrs. Frrepman. I decline to answer the question on the grounds 
previously stated, sir. 

Mr. Doyte. He testified under oath not only were you personally 
known to him to be a hard-core Communist of Providence, Rhode 
Island, but you were a member of the Section Committee of the Com- 
munist Party there and that your specialty as a hard-core Commu- 
nist of Providence, Rhode Island, was known to him to be to infiltrate 
church groups and other groups in the community and to try to sell 
them on the Communist line, unaware that you were a Communist. 
When he testified to that, was he telling the truth or not ? 

Mrs. Frmpman. Sir, I decline to answer for reasons previously 
given. 

Mr. Doytre. Our director has asked you whether or not you held a 
teacher’s certificate. I want to ask you more specifically whether 
a ae you hold a teacher’s certificate in the public schools in Rhode 

sland. 

Mrs. Frrepman. I decline to answer this question, sir. 

Mr. Doytez. I will ask you whether or not you hold a teacher's 
certificate in the public schools of the State of Massachusetts. 

Mrs. Frrepman. The same answer, sir. 

Mr. Doytsr. I ask you whether or not you hold a public school 
teacher’s certificate in any State of the United States? 


24777—58—pt. 2——3 


2200 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE NEW ENGLAND AREA 


Mrs. Frrmepman. I have nothing to say, sir. I have already given 
you my answer. 

Mr. Doytn. In other words, your answer is the same as you read 
from that memorandum, each time, is that correct ? 

Mrs. FriepMaAn. That is correct, sir. 

Mr. Doyte. That is all, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Moutper. Mr. Kearney ? 

Mr. Kearney. I don’t intend to ask the witness any questions, Mr. 
Chairman. But I will say this: 

That of all the contemptuous, arrogant witnesses I have ever seen 
in my years on this committee, you win the cake. 

Mr. Bouprn. That is a highly improper statement for a member 
of the committee to make and he knows it. 

Mr. Knarnry. Don’t make any statement to me. I don’t like you 
personally. 

Mr. Bounty. I am talking to the Chairman. I want Mr. Kearney 
told he has to keep his position and not outshout my client. 

Mr. Kearney. And I can outshout you. 

Mr. Bouprn. I am not shouting, and you are the one that shouts, 
and I want the record to show I am not shouting. It is typical of 
the behavior on the part of Mr. Kearney. 

Mr. Kearney. Just a minute. Iam not finished. 

Mr. Bounty. Please finish. 

Mr. Kearney. I want to tell this witness that if there is any method 
legally by which she can be cited for contempt of the Congress of 
the United States I intend to do all in my power to see that it is done. 

Mr. Bouprn. Mr. Chairman, Mr. Kearney made the statement 
about other witnesses and has never carried it out. It is a highly 
improper statement to make, as he knows. 

Mr. Kearney. The type of witnesses you represent—— 

Mr. Bouprin. I am not discussing that. You leave my clients alone 
d stick to your business. 

Mr. Kearney. You stick to yours. 

Mr. Bouprn. Iam. That is why I am here. 

Mr. Moutper. Have you any questions, Mr. McIntosh? 

Mr. McInvosu. I have no questions. 

Mr. Moutprer. The witness is excused. 

Mr. Arens. The next witness, if you please, Mr. Chairman, is Mrs. 
Muriel Gravelle McAvoy. 

Kindly come forward, Mrs. McAvoy, and remain standing while 
the chairman administers the oath to you. 

Mr. Boupry. Mr. Chairman, may I make the same request with 
respect to pictures ? 

Mr. Moutper. Will you hold up your right hand? 

Mr. Bounty. Mr. Chairman, I ask again that the witness not have 
her picture taken. 

May we havea ruling ? 

Mr. Moutprr. The witness will be sworn. 

Mr. Bouprn. The witness will not be sworn while the pictures are 
being taken. 

Mr. Movutper. Will you hold up your right hand and be sworn ? 

Mr. Bouprn. Just a moment. The witness wishes that pictures not 
be taken while she is sworn. This is a quasi-judicial proceeding and 
she has that right. 
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Please direct the photographers not to take pictures. 

Mr. Movtper. The photographers are directed not to take 
pictures 

Mr. Bouprn. Please put the camera down. 

Mr. Moutper. while the witness is sworn. 

Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you are about to give 
before this committee of the United States Congress will be the truth, 
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mrs. McAvoy. I do. 

Mr. Moutper. I have asked the photographers time after time to 
desist and refrain from taking photographs of the witnesses while 
the witnesses testify. I hope you will cooperate and comply with 
that ruling and that request. 

Proceed, Mr. Arens. 


TESTIMONY OF MURIEL GRAVELLE McAVOY, ACCOMPANIED BY 
COUNSEL, LEONARD B. BOUDIN 


Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself by name, residence, and 
occupation. 

Mrs. McAvoy. Do I speak into this? Am I supposed to speak in . 
this ? 

Mr. Arens. If you can and wish, yes. 

Mrs. McAvoy. My name is Muriel Gravelle McAvoy 
Mr. Moutper. I believe if you pull that a little closer to you it 
might be clearer. 

Mrs. McAvoy. My name is Muriel Gravelle McAvoy. I live at 355 
West 85th Street, New York City, housewife. 

Mr. Arens. You are appearing today, Mrs. McAvoy, in response 
to a subpena which was served upon you by the House Committee on 
Un-American Activities ? 

Mrs. McAvoy. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. And you are represented by counsel ? 

Mrs. McAvoy. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Counsel, kindly identify yourself. 

Mr. Bouprn. Leonard B. Boudin, New York City. 

Mr. Arens. How long have you lived at your present address ? 

Mrs. McAvoy. I decline to answer on the ground of the committee’s 
lack of authority and jurisdiction, the vagueness of its enabling reso- 
lution and purpose, if any, the lack of pertinency of the question to 
any legitimate legislative purpose, and my rights under the first 
amendment. 

Mr. Arens. You are reading from a prepared statement, is that 
correct ? 

Mrs. McAvoy. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Who prepared that statement, please ? 

Mrs. McAvoy. My counsel and I. 

os Knarney. Is this a copy of the statement the previous witness 
read ? 

Mrs. McAvoy. No. 

Mr. Kearney. Some change in the wording? 

Mr. Doyter. A little bit. 

Mrs. McAvoy. I don’t remember what she said. 

Mr. Arens. Have you lived in the State of New Hampshire? 
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Mrs. McAvoy. I rest upon the answer I have already given, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest the witness now 
be ordered and directed to answer the question whether or not she 
has lived in the State of New Hampshire. 

Mr. Movunprr. The witness is so ordered and directed to answer 
the question propounded by counsel. 

Mrs. McAvoy. I decline to answer for reasons I already stated, 
sir. 

Mr. Arens. What occupation have you had in the course of the 
last 5 years other than your occupation as a housewife ? 

Mrs. McAvoy. I stand on the statement I have already given. 

Mr. Arrens. Have you been a peace partisan, a proponent of peace 
in the last few years? 

Mrs. McAvoy. I decline to answer for the reasons I have already 
given. 

Mr. Argens. You were one of the principal sponsors of the New 
England Conference for Peace, were you not ? 

Mrs. McAvoy. I decline to answer for the reasons I already stated. 

Mr. Arens. I put it to you as a fact and ask you to affirm or deny 
the fact that you were one of the sponsors of the National Women’s 
_ Appeal for the Rights of Foreign Born Americans. 

Mrs. McAvoy. I decline to answer on the grounds of lack of author- 
ity and jurisdiction, the vagueness of its enabling resolution and pur- 
pose, if any, the lack of pertinency of the question to any legitimate 
purpose, and my rights under the first amendment. 

Mr. Arens. I should like, if you please, to lay before you a photo- 
static reproduction of a document entitled, “New England Con- 
ference for Peace.” It is a leaflet with reference to a conference held 
here in Boston at the Hotel Bradford and on this leaflet we observe 
in two places, “Miss Muriel Gravelle, Executive Secretary, and Miss 
Muriel Grace Gravelle, Concord, New Hampshire. 

Kindly examine the document and see if you could not assist the 
House Committee on Un-American Activities by stating whether or 
not you are the person alluded to in the document which I have just 
displayed to you. 

(Document handed to the witness. ) 

Mrs. McAvoy. I decline to answer on the first 

Mr. Kearney. Just a minute, Mr. Chairman. The witness has not 
had an opportunity to examine that document. The attorney is doing 
the examining of the document and the witness is declining to answer. 
Look at the document, will you please? 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mrs. McAvoy. I decline to answer for the reason previously stated. 

(Document marked “McAvoy Exhibition No. 1” and retained in 
committee files.) 

Mr. Kearney. I thought that would be your statement. 

Mr. Arens. Kindly tell the committee your maiden name. 

Mrs. McAvoy. Talready did—Muriel Gravelle. 

Mr. Arens. Thank you. Were you Executive Director of the 
Progressive Party of New Hampshire? 

Mrs. McAvoy. I decline to answer for the reasons I already stated. 

Mr. Arens. I should like to display to you, if you please, a photo- 
static copy of a letter directed to the Secretary of State, State House, 
Concord, New Hampshire, signed by Muriel G. Gravelle, Executive 
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Director, Progressive Party of New Hampshire, dated September 
21, 1948, with an enclosure, which was sent to the Secretary of State 
of the State of New Hampshire. 

Kindly examine those documents and see if you will be good enough 
to verify the authenticity of your signature and thereby the validity 
of the document itself. 

(Document handed to the witness. ) 

Mrs. McAvoy. I decline to answer for the reasons already stated. 

(Document marked “McAvoy Exhibit No. 2” and retained in com- 
mittee files.) 

Mr. Arens. May I suggest the possibility you could accommodate 
the Committee on Un-American Activities in its pursuit of facts if 

ou would now care to sign your name to a piece of paper and submit 
it. to the committee. Would you care to do that for the purpose of 
comparison of signatures ? 
rs. McAvoy. I decline for reasons I have already stated. You 
have no authority to ask me. 

Mr. Arens. Are you now this minute a member of the Communist 

conspiracy ? 
rs. McAvoy. I decline to answer for the reasons I already stated. 

Mr. Arens. I put it to you as a fact, and ask you to affirm or deny 
the fact, that you have likewise in the recent past been secretary of the 
Emergency Civil Liberties Committee, which was created by the 
Communist conspiracy for the chief purpose of undertaking to dis- 
credit the House Committee on Un-American Activities, the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation and its Director, J. Edgar Hoover. 

i that is not true, would you please deny it while you are under 
oath. 

Mrs. McAvoy. I decline to answer for the reasons I have already 
given. 

Mr. Arens. That is your current employment, is it not, secretary 
of the Emergency Civil Liberties Committee, created by the Com- 
munist conspiracy for the purposes of undertaking to create grass- 
root sentiments against the Committee on Un-American Activities 
and the Federal Bureau of Investigation and its Director, J. Edgar 
Hoover. 

If that is not true, kindly deny it while you are presently under 
oath. 

_Mrs. McAvoy. I decline to answer for the reasons I have already 
given. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that will con- 
clude the staff interrogation of this witness. 

Mr. Mourper. Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Doyiz. Of course, as the chairman knows, the well-known pur- 
pose of such committees as this young lady is executive secretary of 
as named by our director, and other Communist fronts, is to collect 
money to raise their living and other costs from the unsuspecting 
public. 

I have no other questions. 

Mr. Moutper. General Kearney. 

Mr. Kearney. No, I have no questions. 

Mr. Movuuper. Mr. McIntosh. 

Mr. McInvosu. I have no questions. 

Mr. Moutprer. The witness is excused. 
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The committee will stand in recess until 1: 30. 
(Whereupon, at 12:02 p. m. the committee recessed to reconvene 
at 1:30 p. m. the same day.) 


AFTERNOON SESSION, WEDNESDAY, MARCH 19, 1958 


(Committee members present: Representatives Kearney and Mc- 
Intosh.) 

Mr. Kearney (presiding). The committee will be in order. 

For the purpose of the record, let me advise that Congressman 
Moulder, the chairman, and Coner essman Doyle will be in any min- 
ute (appearance as noted), but I would suggest that inasmuch as 
there is a quorum present, Mr. Counsel, we proceed with the Attorney 
General from New Hampshire, I believe. 

Mr. Arens. If you please, Mr. Chairman, the next witness we 
should like to hear is the Honorable Louis C. Wyman, Attorney 
General of the State of New Hampshire. 

Mr. Kearney. General Wyman, do you swear that the testimony 
you are about to give will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Wyman. I do. 

Mr. Krarney. Be seated. 


TESTIMONY OF LOUIS C. WYMAN 


Mr. Arens. General Wyman, will you kindly, for the purpose of 
the record, identify yourself by name, residence, and, if you please, 
your affiliation with organizations which are dedicated to fighting the 
Communist conspiracy in the United States? 

Mr. Wyman. Mr. Chairman, my name is Louis C. Wyman, Attorney 
General of the State of New Hampshire. I have held that position 
since 1953. 

I am a former president of the National Association of Attorneys 
General, a member of the Internal Security Committee of that national 
association, a member of the Citizens’ Advisory Committee to the Com- 
mission on Government Security, the Loyd Wright committee, a 
member of the American Bar Association’s Special Committee on Com- 
munist Tactics, Strategy, and Objectives, and I have been since 1953 a 
delegated committee of one for the General Court of New Hampshire, 
inquiring for them in a factfinding investigation seeking to determine 
is there is any subversion or subversive organizations in our 

tate 

Mr. Arens. General, in the course of the recent past have you had 
occasion to argue in the Supreme Court of the United States certain 
of the cases involving issues pertaining to the Communist conspiracy ? 

Mr. Wyman. I have, Mr. Arens. I argued the Steve Nelson case 
before the United States Supreme Court for the States, in the original 
hearing for 27 States, and at the time of the petition for rehearing 
for 41 out of the 48 States. 

I also was a party and argued the case of Sweezy v. The State of 
New Hampshire, which was handed down last June 17. 

Mr. Arens. General, as you know, because of your particular back- 
ground and experience "and because of your activity within these vari- 
ous organizations dedicated to the resistance of the Communist con- 
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spiracy in the United States, our committee sent to you a copy of 
H. R. 9937, known as the Omnibus Security Bill, which is pending 
before our committee, for the purpose of soliciting from you your 
studied judgment on each of several of its proposed provisions. 

I should like, if I may, to interrogate you with reference to those 
particular provisions of the bill which are in areas in which you, on the 
basis of your background and experience, have a particular or peculiar 
knowledge. 

Is that agreeable with you, sir? 

Mr. Wyman. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. I would, if you please, sir, invite your attention, first 
of all, to the issue which the bill undertakes to cope with, this bill, 
along with other bills pending in the Congress, namely, the situation 
on the activities of State anti-Communist organizations and of anti- 
Communist sedition acts within the State. 

Would you please, in your own way, present the issue and make 
such observations with reference to this issue, pointing, 1f you please, 
sir, to the bill or other bills that undertake to cope with this problem ? 

(At this point Representatives Moulder and Doyle entered the 
hearing room.) 

Mr. Wyman. Well, in the first place, I do not have the bill before 
me. But Iam familar, in general, with its provisions. 

The bill contains in omnibus form a great many suggestions for 
improving the internal security of the country both with respect to 
passports, Immigration, and other matters with which I have not been 
immediately concerned. 

However, it does deal with several of the decisions of the United 
States Supreme Court in recent months, which have caused so much 
unnecessary confusion in the field of internal security, and I perhaps 
might be able to make some contribution to the committee in that 
regard. 

1 would like to say, first, that the National Association of Attorneys 
General has endorsed by resolution, supported by more than three- 
quarters of its membership, the bill which is presently pending in the 
Senate numbered S. 654, which is incorporated, in part, in this mea- 
sure by Congressman Walter, seeking to undo the Steve Nelson de- 
cision. 

In that regard, I also call the committee’s attention to the fact that, 
the American Bar Association’s Special Committee has also endorsed 
this measure. 

Mr. Arens. General, may I interrupt you to ask you, if you would, 
for the purpose of this record and for the enlightenment of those who 
may not be familiar with the Nelson case, to give on this record the 
essence of the Nelson case and the issues presented there. 

Mr. Wyman. Yes,sir. In the case of Pennsylvania v. Steve Nelson, 
it was held that Congress impliedly intended to supersede all state 
anti-sedition laws when it enacted the Smith Act in 1940. I don’t 
believe that the record supports any such conclusion. Yet at this 
point perhaps it is better for me to make it very clear that nothing I 
say here should be construed as being disrespectful of the institution 
of the United States Supreme Court, nor critical of any of the indi- 
vidual justices, nor of their integrity or sincerity. I think it is a 
lawyer’s duty to speak out against decisions of any court which he 
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thinks are contrary to the best interests of the country, and I am 
convinced that this decision is in derogation to state’s rights and has 
without doubt placed the states at the greatest disadvantage under the 
tenth amendment, that it is almost conceivable to find in this time, 
simply because, if I can explain it in common language, this decision 
has said, in effect, if the Federal Government wishes to take away from 
the states the right to protect themselves against those within state 
borders who conspire to overthrow or seek to overthrow the Govern- 
ment of the State or the Nation, that it can do so by legislative fiat. I 
don’t believe that is so. I think the Constitution when it said that the 
powers not granted to the Federal Government are reserved to the 
states and to the people thereof, and the tenth amendment very clearly 
reserved and protected to the states just this kind of basic power. It 
is unfortunate that the construction should have been made. 

Now, as far as the facts of the Steve Nelson case are concerned, 
they are very simple. Steve Nelson was prosecuted by the Depart- 
ment of Justice and convicted of violation of the Smith Act and again 
prosecuted and convicted in the state court for violating the state 
sedition law in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

He appealed, and the question before the United States Supreme 
Court involved the relationship between the Smith Act and the sedi- 
tion Jaw of Pennsylvania. 

The court held in spite of the fact that the Department of Justice 
had filed a brief and argued in the case that the cooperative conduct 
of investigations and prosecutions under state sedition statutes and 
the Federal Smith Act were not in conflict and the Department of 
Justice wanted to have the state sedition laws continued—the 
court held that there was a risk of conflict that was too great to avoid; 
that the paramount interest in cases of this kind was in the Federal 
Government; and that the Congress had occupied the field, and that all 
in spite of the fact that Congressman Howard Smith when on the 
floor of the House and asked a question about this legislation at the 
time it was before the Congress, he was asked what effect it had on 
state laws and he said, “This has nothing to do with state laws.” 

Mr. Arens. General, may we solicit from you now your studied 
judgment as to the wisdom of a policy, aside from the question of 
the Nelson case, the wisdom of a policy of states participating in 
this field of combatting subversion by state legislation and state 
committees? What is your judgment as to the wisdom of that? 

Mr. Wray. It is difficult to see how there can be any attempt to 
overthrow the Government of the United States of America, or a 
conspiracy to do that at some future time in this country, unless it 
takes place within the confines of a state and subject to the sovereign 
independent jurisdiction of that state; unless it is in a Federal en- 
clave or in an area of peculiarly separate Federal jurisdiction, of 
which there are very few in this country, it is going to be in a state. 

To say that you can overthrow the Federal Government and not 
involve the security and safety of the states to me is a play upon 
words, it is contrary to common sense. With all subversive activity 
in this country girded within a state, perhaps with the exclusion of 
the District of Columbia, then I think if there are Communists in 
4 state actively working and conspiring to overthrow the Government 
of the United States by force and violence, you have the most imme- 
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diate concern of each state legislature and executive authority in that 
particular activity. 

The Communists know, and when I say Communists, of course all 
of this legislation is directed towards subversion, and it may or may 
not be just Communists; there might be Fascists around, there might 
be the essence of the start of the same sort of thing in America that we 
found in history recorded in Germany. You can’t tell. Wherever 
there is subversion I think that cooperation between the Federal Gov- 
ernment and state authorities is indispensable. Nothing is better 
known to the subversives than that a program of effective cooperation 
between state investigating agencies and the Federal agencies will 
result in a full disclosure of subversive activities. ‘That is because, in 
part, the state investigative agencies, as well as your committee, have 
the subpena power. The FBI does not have the subpena power. The 
state agencies may or may not operate under a state immunity act. 
Since the Ullmann case it is possible now to grant Federal immunity 
which is complete, both as regards state prosecution and prosecution 
by the Federal Government. 

I, therefore, think that the partnership between the states and the 
Federal committees, all working in liaison together and in cooperation 
with the FBI, is a very important thing and should be preserved and 
not struck down. 

Mr. Kearney. General, would you yield at that point ? 

Mr. Wyman. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Krarney. If I am correct in this expression, on the part of 
the Supreme Court of the United States, and I along with you do not | 
wish to speak in any way derogatory towards the court, but we still 
have our opinions. If their decision stands, in other words, in order 
to perfect a crime in violation of the Smith Act it would have to be 
brought about, we will say, for instance, in areas like the District of 
Columbia—which is not a state. In other words, it couldn’t be 
brought about in any state of the union. 

Mr. Wyman. No, sir. That isn’t, I don’t believe, so. And I would 
like to say why. 

Mr. Kearney. Well, straighten me out on that. 

Mr. Wrman. It is the Federal prosecution. It is up to the Federal 
authorities to move and prosecute wherever the violation of Federal 
law takes place. One of the things I believe the states object to is that 
suppose the Federals do not see fit to prosecute, suppose they don’t see 
fit to investigate. Should the state necessarily be helpless in that 
situation ? 

It doesn’t have to be just in the District of Columbia. The sub- 
version can take place anywhere and the Federal authorities can 
prosecute. 

Mr. Knarney. In other words, then, the Attorneys General of the 
several states could step in in case of the Federal é 

Mr. Wrman. No, sir, not as the law stands now. 

Mr. Kearney. No, not as it stands now but as it should stand now, 
let’s put it that way. 

Mr. Wyman. That is right. 

Mr. Kearney. In other words, either the Federal District Attorney 
or the state’s District Attorney should have the right to prosecute 
under the Smith Act. 
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Mr. Wyman. I think, Mr. Kearney, that is right, except I think it 
has been made quite a fetish that there is going to be a race to the 
courthouse door to see who could prosecute quicker and get all the 
headlines. I don’t think that is so. J don’t think any enlightened 
Federal or state officials are going to run to the courthouse door in 
order to take a stand for the sake of publicity. 

Mr. Kearney. Thank you. 

Mr. Arens. General, so that the record will be clear on this, the 
Smith Act of 1940, does it presume in and of itself to empower the 
state to prosecute for sedition ? 

Mr. Wyman. I believe it did in its original provisions. 

Mr. Arens. Does it as it is presently written ? 

Mr. Wyman. No. It has been construed not to so empower the 
states. 

Mr. Arens. One provision of H. R. 9937, in effect, permits enforce- 
ment in a state court of a state statute with regard to subversion. 

Mr. Wray. Yes, to prosecute for a violation of their own statutes, 
Mr. Arens, not for violation of the Smith Act. That is exclusively 
Federal. 

Some states, I might point out, do not have any anti-sedition state 
laws. But I believe 42 out of 48 have them in one form or another. 

Mr. Arens. On the basis of your background and experience, in 
your judgment, would it be a salutary provision if they all were so 
amended, pursuant to the provision of H. R. 9937 on this issue? 

Mr. Wyman. It would be very salutary, and at this point I think 
that it should be said and recognized that this committee is certainly 
due a great deal of credit for having worked in this direction repeat- 
edly for quite some period of time. 

I think that S. 654, being one separate measure, should be treated 
individually and not in an omnibus bill. I think this for the reason 
that you find varying elements of opposition when you get varying 
subjects included in an omnibus bill. 

Mr. Arens. General, may we invite your attention to another area 
in which we have solicited your studied judgment, namely, the bill 
and other legislation pending in the House Committee on Un-Ameri- 
can Activities which undertakes to cope with the problem of Com- 
munist lawyers, namely, those who are in the Communist conspiracy, 
part and parcel of an organization or conspiracy, designed to over- 
throw the Government of the United States by force and violence 
and to destroy the Constitution, who themselves are the beneficiaries 
of a license which they procured after having taken an oath to defend 
the Constitution. 

Do you care to comment upon that issue and to make suggestions 
to the committee on this public record with reference to that issue? 

Mr. Wyman. Yes. Of course, it is important, I think, to distin- 
guish something immediately in response to such a question, which 
is that lawyers always are under the duty, and the Bar itself has the 
obligation, to represent and defend all persons charged with crime 
or other difficulties in this country, whether they are Communists or 
affiliated with any other kind of “ism.” But the lawyer himself who 
refuses to tell his Bar Association or his Supreme Court whether he 
is or ever was a member of the Communist Party, in my opinion, stands 
forfeit of his fiduciary obligation to his court. 
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We are officers of the court; and if a lawyer can be of good moral 
character and still be a Communist, I might just as well take my hat 
and go home because that is contrary to all my learning about com- 
munism and membership in the Bar and support of the American 
Constitution which is the duty and oath of every lawyer. 

Mr. Arens. Can you tell this committee in a word just what the 
American Bar Association committee has done to undertake to cope 
with this problem—the committee of which you are a member ? 

Mr. Wyman. The committee has had under study for some period of 
time the Sheiner case in Florida, with which IT am sure you, Mr. 
Chairman, and all of the members of this committee are quite fa- 
miliar. We have had a number of cases involving similar activities 
of various Bar Associations and have repeatedly reported to the House 
of Delegates of the American Bar Association the recommendation 
of the committee that State Bar Associations take steps to suspend or 
disbar attorneys who are members of the Communist Party or who 
take and plead their privilege against self-incrimination in an inquir 
in respect of that membership. The reason for that is almost self- 
explanatory. 

We had a case in New Hampshire of one Abraham Welanko, who 
was served with a subpena to come in and testify concerning whether 
he was at the time of his application and acceptance in the New Hamp- 
shire Bar a member of the Communist Party. He did not even come 
in and answer the subpena, and he was suspended indefinitely by the 
high court there. 

I think that the duty of every citizen, almost without regard to 
whether they are a lawyer or not, is that his life must be an open book 
in matters of loyalty and security, subject always to his right to take 
the fifth amendment, but not the first amendment, if it is a pertinent, 
courteously asked question. But when you get onto lawyers, then 
there is a duty that goes quite a bit beyond that, because lawyers are 
trained and sworn specifically not only to support the Constitution 
but to be representatives of the judicial system which the Communists 
certainly are out to destroy. 

Mr. Dory. Do I understand, then, that you place the duty of the 
member of the Bar as an officer of the court higher than his duty 
as an American citizen if he were not a lawyer? 

Mr. Wyman. I do. He holds a license from that court to go out 
and make money by representing people before courts. He certainly 
has a higher duty, certainly. 

Mr. Doytr. I think the distinguished Attorney General surely 
knows that every member of this committee sitting here today is a 
member of the Bar in their respective states. ; 

Mr. Wyman. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Doytr. And IT think the Bar of the Supreme Court of the 
United States, too. 

But the Communist Party is not an outlawed group or entity in the 
United States of America, is it? . 

Mr. Wrman. Unfortunately the United States Supreme Court sent 
the Subversive Activities Control Board hearing back to the Sub- 
versive Activities Control Board without ruling on the constitution- 
ality of the Internal Security Act; yes, sir. 

Mr. Doytr. Yes. We are familiar with that. If it isn’t outlawed 
yet—and I ask the question in this form to get your helpful answer, 
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your opinion on the record—if it is not an outlawed entity yet, why is 
it the duty of a member of the Bar to divulge the facts that you relate 
to the court ? 

Mr. Wyman. Because whether or not it has been outlawed in the 
sense of being required to register as the agent of an enemy power, 
which is the contemplation of the order of the Subversive Activities 
Control Board and the provisions of the Internal Security Act, one 
cannot read the record, Mr. Doyle, of the public activities of the 
Communist Party in the world in relation to the United States of 
America over the last 12 years without knowing that it is the mortal 
enemy of the United States; and any attorney who takes the fifth 
amendment, if he takes it in truth and doesn’t commit perjury at the 
time, is by that answer stating that there is, if he answers truth- 
fully, the possibility of a link which might lead to his prosecution 
for violation of the security laws of the country. In my opinion, 
such conduct is incompatible with the duties of attorneys, both to 
their court and to the public, and incompatible with the public re- 
spect for the office of a lawyer which is indispensable if we are to still 
consider that lawyers are of some use. 

Mr. Dorie. May I inquire a bit further, then? I know you are 
familiar with our Public Law 601 under which this committee func- 
tions. Part of the assignment by the United States House of Repre- 
sentatives to this committee is to go into questions of legislation, 
remedial, new, or otherwise. I observed your differentiation between 
jurisdiction of states and the Federal Government in the field. What 
is your opinion as to whether or not the Communist Party should be 
outlawed by an act of Congress as an illegal group ? 

Mr. Wyman. JI don’t think, sir, that it 1s constitutional. 

Mr. Doyte. Would it be constitutional for the states to do it? 

Mr. Wyman. I don’t think so without notice and hearing and with- 
out an opportunity to the party to be heard, which I understand has 
already taken place before the Subversive Activities Control Board. 

“Mr. Doytx. Then is it your opinion that the hearings that have 
been already held before the Subversive Activities Control Board 
are necessarily preliminary to a finding by the Supreme Court that 
it is outlawed ¢ 

Mr. Wyman. Oh, absolutely, sir. Otherwise you have a bill of 
attainder which is prohibited by the Constitution. 

Mr. Arens. The Internal Security Act of 1950 itself, General and 
Mr. Doyle, provides, does it not, that the Subversive Activities Con- 
trol Board shall receive the evidence from the Attorney General of 
the United States as to whether or not the Communist Party is a 
Communist action organization within the purview of that Act and 
that there then shall be judicial review of that finding. 

Mr. Wyman. I understand that that has happened for some period 
of years. The chairman of our American Bar Association Special 
Committee in this field is Peter Campbell Brown of New York, and 
he was the chairman of the Subversive Activities Control Board for 
the first two years of hearings on this question, which were originally, 
as you know, sent back because of the so-called tainted testimony. 

Mr. Doyte. I was going to ask if you haven’t, Mr. Arens, or if you 
are not going to do it, I am going to ask this distinguished lawyer if 
he has any specific recommendations in the field of legislation which 
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have not been discussed to recommend to this committee in accord- 
ance with our objective under Public Law 601. 

Mr. Arens. He may have, Mr. Doyle. Our proposed procedure was 
to interrogate him at length on each of four different items within 
the Omnibus Bill, because in each of the areas covered by one of 
these items he has had a peculiar background and extensive experi- 
ence, both as Attorney General and as a member of the Bar Asso- 
ciation committee which has been mandated to cope with certain 
problems. 

Mr. Dorie. Then I will hold my question in abeyance until you 
have finished yours. ) 

Mr. Wyman. I would like to say, sir, if I may, that when my time 
is expired toward the end of my testimony, I have a statement, a 
very brief one, that 1 would like to make which concludes with three 
specific recommendations. 

Mr. Doytz. Very good. 

Mr. Arens. General, on the basis of your background and experi- 
ence, in charge of work of investigating subversion in the State of 
New Hampshire, may I solicit from you your appraisal and observa- 
tions respecting the legislative proposal pending before the commit- 
tee to make it a misdemeanor for a person to misbehave before a 
congressional committee in the same manner that it is a misdemeanor 
for a person to misbehave before a court ? 

Mr. Wyman. Well, I would assume, had I not had occasion to 
study it, that that was already the law or should be the law. 

Mr. Arens. May I advise you, if you are not conversant with the 
law, that a congressional committee, notwithstanding the Communist 
propaganda that is disseminated against it, particularly this com- 
mittee, has no contempt power whatsoever; that about a year ago I 
sat within three feet of a witness, a Communist I was interrogating, 
who in response to every question I asked him villified me. I just 
sat there, completely humiliated. He wanted me to break a chair 
over his head and make a martyr out of him. He knew we did not 
have contempt power. The only power this committee, or any con- 
gressional committee, has is to recommend prosecution for perjury 
by the proper United States Attorney, or in case the witness refuses 
to answer a question which, under the law, he is obliged to answer, to 
recommend to the proper House of Congress that he be prosecuted 
under the contempt statute for such refusal. That is the law, sir. 

I should like to solicit from you, if you please, your observations 
and appraisals respecting a provision which would make it a misde- 
meanor, subject to a jury trial, for a person to misbehave before a 
congressional committee within the meaning or context of that term 
as used in the courts. 

Mr. Wyman. I assume when you say misdemeanor you do not con- 
template the necessities of the grand jury indictment. It could be 
brought on the complaint of the United States District Attorney. 

Mr. Arens. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Wyman. In New Hampshire we have a statute which may or 
may not be of use to the Federal scene, wherein if a witness is con- 
temptuous or'refuses to answer, the proceeding is by law required to 
be transferred to the Superior Court and there continued in the 
presence of the Superior Court, and there subject to the court’s power 
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to impose contempt. Probably because of the burden on the Federal 
District Courts of any such procedure as applied to the Federal level, 
that would not be practicable. But I would certainly think that there 
is an obligation on the committee to be courteous and there is an obli- 
gation on the witness to be courteous and to be restrained and that 
it should be a misdemeanor to commit a contempt of a congressional 
committee in the exercise of its official duties. I don’t think there 
can be any doubt about it. The only question would be perhaps 
whether you are going to undertake to define the contempt. 

Mr. Armns. May I make this suggestion to you without in any 
sense undertaking to participate in your testimony ? 

Under Title 18, the Criminal Code, the law provides that it shall 
be a misdemeanor—it is a misdemeanor—to misbehave within the 
presence of a Federal Court. 

“To misbehave” now, that term “misbehave” has been miscon- 
strued by the courts repeatedly so it now has become what we lawyers 
call a term of art. The proposal in the bill is to use the identical 
phraseology, make it applicable to a proceeding before a congres- 
sional committee. 

Mr. Wyman. [I think there is no question about the need for such 
legislation. If a committee has to abide by the rules, so do the wit- 
nesses. There can’t be any argument with that. I don’t think it 
reaches the problem that is involved in what to do when a witness 
says he is not going to answer, does not rely on the fifth amendment, 
and either claims the first amendment or assigns the Watkins or 
Sweezy decision as a reason for refusal to answer. Under the pres- 
ent Federal system, as I understand it, such a witness must either be 
tried before the bar of the House, which is cumbersome and can re- 
sult in commitment only for the duration of the session, or prosecuted 
for a misdemeanor in the usual course with a sentence of commitment 
for 1 year only. In regard to the year, the Supreme Court has 
apparently held that separate refusals to answer on the same ground 
are not separate contempts so that the aggregate sentence that may 
be imposed is 1 year. This means that witnesses know that they 
can refuse to answer not relying on the fifth amendment and that 
the most they face in the way of a penalty is confinement for 1 year, 
which, in my opinion, is not a sufficient deterrent nor is it sufficient 
assurance that Congress will obtain the information that it is entitled 
to obtain in order to legislate intelligently. Witnesses are not com- 
mitted for contempt unless the judicial process finds that their re- 
fusal to respond was unlawful. 

We have met this problem in New Hampshire through our proce- 
dure for reference to the court of the questioning itself so that in our 
State when a witness refuses to answer and is found in contempt, it 
is contempt of court with resulting confinement until he answers. 
The practical effect of this is neither an unusual nor cruel punish- 
ment nor an unreasonable compulsion, but on the contrary an assur- 
ance that a witness unlawfully refusing to answer, once the long 
judicial path of appeal has been completed, will eventually have to 
answer the question. To this extent firmness'in this field seems to me 
to be sorely needed. heat 

That is something that perhaps you might consider in respect to 
the legislation. 
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Mr. Arens. We are very happy to have your comments and recom- 
mendations on that, General. { 

May I invite your attention to another area in which I am certain 
you will have comments that will be helpful, to the committee anyway, 
namely, the Yates case, the effect of which it has been undertaken to 
overcome in certain of the legislation pending before the committee, 
namely, a redefinition or reconstruction of what is meant within the 
meaning of the Smith Act of the term or word “organize.” 

Would you kindly just proceed at your own pace to comment upon 
that situation ? 

Mr. Wrman. As you know, the Yates decision involving the Com- 
munists in California has resulted in the rejection of a great number 
of convictions and in the dismissal of a great number of prosecutions, 
on the theory that “organize” as it appeared in the Smith Act meant 
create the party in the first instance and not go out and work for it on 
the district level or seek to help in the work of a party already or- 
ganized and in existence if you wish, since 1917-1918. 

They did not need, in my opinion, again, to go that far in inter- 
preting the meaning of the Smith Act. Nevertheless, they have, and 
it is the law of the land. Therefore, until Congress says otherwise— 
and this is another one of those situations where Congress can say 
otherwise, if it wants to—it can define the term “organize” to include 
activity for the party at.any stage or any level, broadening of the 
party’s base, recruitment, or expansion of existing subdivisions of 
the party, and if that is done I think that will obviate that par- 
ticular objection. 

But worse, much worse, and of much more consequence in the Yates 
decision, is the interpretation by the high court that the provisions 
of the Smith Act which in plain language proscribes advocating, 
teaching, aiding or abetting the overthrow of the Government of any 
state or of the United States by force and violence or other unlawful 
means, shall only extend to-such advocacy as incites presently to the 
commission of an overt act, or calls for present action, so that the 
law as it now stands under the Smith Act, which I assumed always 
was pretty clearly written, permits a teacher to go upon an educa- 
tional campus in this country and say it is a wonderful thing, some 
day come the revolution, it is a better system, and it may have to be 
accomplished by force and violence, don’t do anything about it now, 
just wait. 

And I think seeds like that planted in the minds of youngsters who 
have a tendency to be radical in the first instance—it is a very natural 
attribute of adolescence—can become grapes of wrath and can become 
a very difficult situation later on, when they try to make the transition 
back to preserving and protecting the system, which we have found, 
after all, that it is pretty nearly the best system that man has devised 
to live under. None of this is an invasion of academic freedom nor 
compulsive process which destroys original creative thought nor which 
discourages the basic right to dissent. The investigative process itself 
seeks to determine whether there has been mere dissent or actual sub- 
version. Such investigation in some situations is complicated in the 
extreme and requires careful, searching, cross-examination. Nothing 
in the mere asking of questions under compulsory process, courteously 
framed and relevant to a constitutional concern of state or Nation, 
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tells a man what to say or what not to say or scares the light of original 
thought out of him. 

Mr. Arens. General, on the basis of your experience, would you 
express yourself on this record as to why some of the witnesses we had 
here in this hearing, as well as others we had in other parts of the 
country, identified as Communists come before us and in righteous 
indignation protest that they are not a member of an organization 
dedicated to the overthrow of the Government of the United States 
by force and violence, and when we ask them if they are a member of 
the Communist Party, they invoke the constitutional privileges? 

Mr. Wyman. I think of course you get right into one of the most 
basic things, which is whether the Communist Party as such in the 
present stage of affairs is a mere political organization, like the 
Republican Party or the Democratic Party, entitled to the first amend- 
ment protection, all of those things, or whether it is a conspiratorial 
arm of a foreign power, as many responsible agencies and people 
have said it is. So far there has been no judicial pronouncement 
under the Constitution that it is the latter. And there has been much 
talk in the Konigsberg case and in other cases, in the language of 
the Supreme Court, about political associations and political activities 
and hinting that the first amendment may properly apply to Com- 
munist associations and membership. 

It is one of those things which presents a terrific problem because 
unless the Communist Party is a conspiratorial arm of the foreign 
power, which I have been taught it is, then you have all of the avail- 
ability of the constitutional protections; and it is unfortunate, I be- 
lieve, that any decision of the Supreme Court should hint, even hint, 
that membership in the Communist Party is a mere political activity 
privileged under the first amendment. It is not and it is in the in- 
terest of the country and of security that the official pronounce- 
ment that it is not should come just as soon as the mechanics of juris- 
prudence can get that pronouncement to the Supreme Court. 

Mr. Arens. I wonder if I might impose upon your time to get 
your judgment on still one more provision, General, which we have 
not discussed informally, but I believe you probably could help us on. 

One of the provisions pending before the committee precludes 
abatement of proceedings before the Subversive Activities Control 
Board by reason of the dissolution, reorganization, or change of name 
of a respondent organization. We have had this experience, that an 
organization, a Communist front organization, has been the object of 
either investigation hearings or proceedings before the Subversive 
Activities Control Board; then when action or a decision of some kind 
becomes imminent, that organization changes its name, reforms its 
board of directors and the like, but goes on with the same function. 

We have here a provision which tries to stop that situation, that 
the Subversive Activites Control Board could proceed to a final adju- 
dication notwithstanding the change of name or structure or reor- 
ganization or dissolution of the particular organization. 

Could you give us, if I am not pressing you too hard here—could 
you give us your judgment on the desirability of the attack of that 
kind? 

Mr. Wyman. Well, I don’t see how there can be any question about 
it. We have a doctrine in civil law in this country which provides 
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that the corporate veil can be pierced on occasion. Just by insulating 
yourself in a corporate form you cannot avoid certain personal things 
done as an organization. If the organization persists in retention 
of the same officers, with the same purposes, the same objectives, 
the same membership, the mere fact it has changed its name or has 
gone through the formal steps of dissolution does not and cannot 
affect the responsibility of the Subversive Activities Control Board 
which is to find out whether or not, after notice and hearing, that or- 
ganization has for one of its purposes a subversive purpose as defined 
in the Internal Security Act. 

Mr. Arens. But notwithstanding what you have said, General, it 
is a fact, is 1t not, that the International Workers Order, which was 
controlled by the Communist Party and which was the object of a 
petition by the Attorney General, found itself scot free because a 
finding was announced by the Subversive Activities Control Board 
that the International Workers Order as an entity was dissolved by 
an action in the State of New York? And all of us in this work know 
the International Workers Order functions are going on full blast 
throughout the Nation. 

Mr. Wrmany. I think that is right, Mr. Arens. 

Mr. Arens. General, I believe you said a little earlier that you had 
some comments and suggestions that you wanted to make in addition 
to the comments which we were soliciting from you on these various 
provisions. 

Mr. Wyman. I have just a few. I understand that is in accord 
with committee procedure ? 

Mr. Arens. If you please. 

Mr. Wyman. It is not very much. 

I have been troubled by, and I think it is most unfortunate, the 
reports which have appeared in the press lately that two professors 
at. Lowell Tech were apparently suspended from their teaching posi- 
tions by the Institute merely because they had been summoned to 
testify here. I had the thought that if this is not the fact it ought 
to be quickly cleared up, because the suspension, based on merely 
a summons is unwarranted; and I know the committee would not 
want it and it is the sort of thing the United States Supreme Court 
in the Slochower case held can only take place after notice and 
hearing. 

And I thought the unilateral action on the part of Lowell Tech 
ought to be presented to the people lest the proceedings be cast in an 
unfortunate light. They didn’t lose their jobs, I have learned since, 
because they were subpenaed. That isn’t the case at all. I have been 
advised by appropriate authorities that the action taken followed 
an extensive interrogation in which one of the witnesses just flatly 
refused to say anything further and the other took the fifth amend- 
ment. Of course that is an entirely different position and picture 
than has been presented, and I am glad at least I was able to learn that. 

It seems to me that one of the most difficult things to keep in mind in 
all of this work is the objective of security investigations generally. 
As I see it, there are two objectives. One is to find out whether there 
are subversives around and to keep abreast of it in this country so that 
things that happen in other countries won’t happen here or can’t. 
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And secondly, to keep the Congress and Legislatures and the American 
people informed of what is going on in this field. 

The reaction to public identification of present or prior records of 
membership in the Communist Party in this country continues to 
remain sharply divided. That raises the question of whether or not 
there should be a due regard for the position of a witness as willing or 
not willing to testify and disclose all the facts, and whether or not 
there is any difference in function or method between what the Fed- 
eral committees do and what the State committees do. 

In our investigation in New Hampshire, I have published only the 
names of witnesses whose refusals to answer necessitated court prose- 
cutions and a few others whose affinity for communism or Communist 
front organizations was nationally notorious. The names of a great 
majority of the witnesses summoned and questioned in our state have 
never been made public, not even in the committee’s report to the 
General Court. 

In addition, we have operated there under rules of procedure which 
contemplate proceeding in executive session, unless the witnesses 
themselves ask for a public hearing. And in this regard, on the fifth 
amendment even the Supreme Court has held there is no right to take 
the fifth amendment in private. 

How much such procedures may be of application or use to a Fed- 
eral committee operating on the national level, such as this one, is hard 
to say. To those who believe that all these hearings should be held 
in private, you have only to observe that if you hold them in executive 
session how are people to see the sordid spectacle of Americans in this 
time taking the fifth amendment in a security investigation, when the 
enmity of all real Communists for the United States is proven on the 
public record beyond a reasonable doubt. When you hold it in private 
and then print a later report of what happened months afterwards, 
the material not only encourages an already disturbing apathy on the 
part of the American public in the regards of the important work of 
this committee and other committees in the same field, but it encour- 
ages an attitude of wishful thinking on the part of a lot of people, 
which you see more every day, where too many bury themselves in the 
dream of the Utopia of the possibilities of peaceful coexistence. 

Mr. Arens. General, you would be interested to know we use both 
tactics. We have both the executive session and the public session, 
and we are criticized for both. We are criticized if we have an 
executive session because they say it is a star chamber proceeding. 
We are criticized if we have a public session, because they say we are 
seeking headlines and seeking to expose people for the sake of exposure. 

This committee meets regularly and decides on a course of action 
and lets the chips fall where they may. We try to proceed in justice 
and the American tradition. We know we are going to be criticized 
by Communists and those under Communist discipline and those who 
are disillusioned. The committee proceeds in a just fashion. 

Mr. Wyman. I wish the public could know more about how hard 
the committee tries, Mr. Arens, not only this one but all of them. 
They are not going to unless within reasonable limits the hearings 
are held in the open and the procedures fair and above board for 
everyone to see. 

There is no doubt but what the security investigations in America 
must continue. They have to for the security and safety of all of us, 
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Not that the world is going to fall tomorrow if they are discontinued, 
but the process in that event would be accelerated, and I know how 
well you know it. It seems to me that it should be remembered, too, 
that even the institutions of higher learning that so often permit 
their adolescent student body to be encouraged to consider such in- 
vestigations as witch hunting trespasses on the domain of academic 
freedoms, ought to remember and forever teach these students that 
there were no witches but there are subversives and that the work 
is Important and must continue. 

The decisions of the Supreme Court, which have confused the 
situation, have made your work and the work of the States more 
difficult, infinitely more difficult. In my opinion, it is impossible 
to read those decisions without concluding that they are so written 
that those who prepared them must have known the effect of the 
decisions once promulgated. That means that all our committees, 
and I am one in my small State, face a common problem on the need 
for public confidence in what we do. 

It seems to me that it is of the utmost importance and that we have 
to face it and recognize it, that national security finds the Supreme 
Court in its subsequent decisions, the ones that are going to come 
along, return closer on its own motion to a reasonable balance be- 
tween private rights and national security. 

The Court, it seems to me, further, is never going to do this until 
it is satisfied that the investigating agencies, both state and Federal, 
neither overstep their charters nor overreach the private rights which 
have made America famous, 

Therefore, all too few people realize the importance of the work you 
are doing here; all too few recognize, as you said, Mr. Arens, that this 
committee operates under careful rules of procedure and in the most 
circumspect manner. All too few know what the members of this com- 
mittee have had to face in executive session, about which you just 
referred, and all too many have read the calumny and epithet of the 
Un-American Activities Committee and certain other state commit- 
tees, which has been very cleverly presented on the editorial pages of 
the left wing press. 

In this situation I have, finally, just three specific things that 
I would like to recommend. I say these things very respectfully. 

First: That this committee recommend and press for and not go to 
sieep on the enactment of S. 654. 

Mr. Arens. That is the Nelson case 

Mr. Wyman. That is the Nelson case legislation, which will give 
back to the states their rights to have their sedition laws in their own 
self defense. The court by judicial review can always cure abuses in 
method or abuses of private rights under those laws. But we are en- 
titled to have those laws, and I think if it depends on the intention 
of Congress, the Congress should say we are entitled to have them. 
They did not intend to take us out of that field. The Department of 
Justice favors this. 

Secondly, this committee and the Internal Security Subcommittee of 
the Senate sponsor by amendment to your resolution, your charter, lan- 
guage which will meet the test of Watkins v. The United States in the 
charter itself by setting forth in considerable detail the committee’s 
function, its duties, and its objectives, and take out and away from the 
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court the possibility of judicial review saying that un-American 
activities is vulnerable as too nebulous. 

I know Mr. Arens has been reciting to witnesses the need and perti- 
nency of the question as a matter of administrative procedure. Still 
there is all that language in the Watkins opinion about un-American 
activities and how this committee conceives of its function in the 
erand view of its name, an unnecessary and uncalled-for remark, and 
it certainly is something which can be cleared up if you rewrite the 
resolution, directing that you are inquiring, amongst other things, 
into all present and previous Communist Party membership and affili- 
ation or association or activity, and so forth. I think if that is 
done, that is a step toward meeting the obligation which the Supreme 
Court itself has imposed upon the committee. 

Mr. Arens. General, are you familiar with the Barenblatt case? 

Mr. Wyman. Lam, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Don’t you think that helps us? 

Mr. Wyman. Very much, except it is now coming back to the Su- 
preme Court. After the Sweezy decision and the Watkins decision, 
several of the cases in the state and circuit courts of appeal were 
sent back on the ground that the judgment was vacated, and they were 
supposed to reconsider them in the hight of Sweezy and Watkins; and 
I am happy to say so far as I am concerned in Ohio and in the Ninth 
Cireuit and New Hampshire, all these courts have reconsidered them 
and reaffirmed their former holdings. 

Finally, Mr. Doyle, just one more thing. I believe this is important, 
too, that in all matters of policy and method, as far as possible, if a 
hearing is to take place it be with reasonable restraints which pro- 
duce the facts with the least possible costs to private lives. 

I would certainly respectfully recommend that the names of wit- 
nesses subpenaed not be given out in advance of the time that the 
hearing takes place unless the witnesses themselves give them out. 1 
don’t know what the practice on that is. 

Mr. Arens. You will be interested to know, General—and I think 
it might be appropriate to make an observation with reference to this 
particular hearing—our committee’s policy is to give out no name 
of any witness who is to appear who might in any sense be controver- 
sial. The only exception we have made as a committee is with refer- 
ence to yourself. Someone asked if the Attorney General of New 
Hampshire was to testify with regard to legislation, and we said yes. 
We had a very unfortunate situation develop in which a man’s life 
was, or at least was almost, in jeopardy in this area because of an 
unfortunate leak which occurred with reference to a witness. 

Mr. Wyman. I am glad to hear that, sir. I assumed that was the 
case but I didn’t know. We tried to do that in New Hampshire. 

And finally, I would just say, Mr. Chairman, if these things are 
done, if this legislation is passed, I think the Supreme Court itself 
without the need for limiting its appellate jurisdiction or otherwise, 
will itself, when the next questions are raised by hostile witnesses, 
come back so that there will be the balance that many people feel has 
swung too far toward individual rights at the expense of a security 
program that is reasonable, intelligent, and necessary. 

And I don’t think there is any other contribution, if you can call 
it that, that I can make. I tried to answer the questions. 


COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE NEW ENGLAND AREA 2219 


A study of any of these cases would take really an hour or two to 
analyze, dissect, and put together; but most of what the court has de- 
cided can be obviated if Congress wants to do it. 

Mr. Doytez. I wish to say to the distinguished Attorney General 
that I certainly appreciate your very manifest preparations that you 
have made to be helpful to us constructively. And I want to ask you 
three or four questions. 

Perhaps you made observations on this point before Chairman 

-Moulder and I came to the committee this afternoon. If you did, why 
T’ll just mention it and pass it over. 

It is frequently commented in some of the press and some other 
sources that this committee should be abolished because there is no 
need of it, that the FBI does the work. As a matter of fact, the 
Emergency Civil Liberties Committee which we believe is a Com- 
munist front, is in the process of a campaign for that purpose now. 

What is your opinion on that, Mr. Attorney General? Have you 
given it any thought? Is there any difference in the work that this 
committee does and the work the FBI does? Why should not this 
committee be abolished, the Internal Security Subcommittee of the 
Senate be abolished, and let the FBI do the work? 

Mr. Wyman. There is all the difference in the world, Mr. Doyle. 
In the first place, the FBI has all too few agents to cover robbery, 
rape, and all the interstate crimes, as well as subversion and security. 
They don’t have the subpena power, they are not a law enforcing 
agency but rather are the investigative arm of the Department of 
Justice, and their reports cannot be made public. They operate under 
the strictest security precautions. 

One of the things the Nation faces constantly in this field is apathy 
and indifference, or the notion that it is all a tempest in a teapot and 
it 1s not necessary and it is a rehash of the same old stuff. 

It is the function of this committee and the Internal Security Sub- 
committee and a very important function to show the American public 
how important and how vital is the security program because there 
are some subversives still around. It doesn’t seem possible in Amer- 
ica but there are some people around who would like to destroy this 
country. I can’t understand why, but if there are, then it is the duty 
of this committee to tell the American people and to report to Con- 
gress so that Congress can legislate and legislate intelligently. 

Mr. Doytr. Then I take it that you feel that part of the function- 
ing of this committee is educational in its procedure? 

Mr. Wrmany. It is vitally educational. This committee’s reports, 
if they have been read by anyone, can’t help but contribute a great 
deal to the understanding of the nature, meaning, and scope of the 
Communist apparatus. 

Mr. Doyix. Over and above the three recommendations that you 
made, Points 1, 2, and 3, just a minute ago, have you any recommenda- 
tion to make to this committee on procedures? You made the one 
basic one, I think, and I take it in connection with our charter, in view 
of the decision in the Watkins case by the United States Supreme 
Court. I recognize that was a specific recommendation, but you have 
seen us at work here in the last day or two. Have you any suggestion 
to make? I have not discussed this with you, I know. But I am 
taking the chance on whatever your answer might be. But we want 
your answer—lI do, whatever it may be. 
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Mr. Wyman. Well, as I say, in a small state with a small investiga- 
tion we have operated under rules of procedure that contemplate execu- 
tive session. I at first have wondered, and have wondered for quite 
some period of time, why this committee couldn’t operate in that 
manner, recognizing that a great deal of glamour and so forth may 
be washed off if you proceed in executive session, and recognizing that 
there are people who are so opposed that they will cry “star chamber” 
any time you meet in private; but then I decided that you shouldn’t 
proceed always in executive session because of the necessity and need 
for keeping the American public advised of the fact that there are 
people around of the type, not characterizing any individual per- 
son, but of the type that spits in your eye, if you want to put it that 
way, on the subversive question or on the question of subversive asso- 
clations. 

As far as the rest of it is concerned, all I can say is that I think the 
methods and the procedures certainly should try in those cases where 
a person has once been even a member of the Communist Party many 
years ago and has since World War II, for example, had no affiliation 
or connection at all, has tried to reform, has tried to get away from 
it, I think that sometimes it is better to let sleeping dogs le and not 
to publicize his name. 

Whether or not that is the procedure of the committee now, I do 
not know. If Congress directs you to report the names, of course, 
you have no choice. 

Mr. Dorr. For the gentleman’s information I will say that I hold 
inmy hand a printed booklet of our rules consisting of te and a half 
pages that have been in effect for several years, and on the question of 
executive hearings let me read the brief paragraph: 

Rule IV, Subdivision A. If a majority of the Committee or Subcommittee, duly 
appointed as provided by the rules of the House of Representatives, believes that 
the interrogation of a witness in a public hearing might endanger national security 
or unjustly injure his reputation, or the reputation of other individuals, the Com- 
mittee shall interrogate such witness in an Executive Session for the purpose of 
determining the necessity or advisability of conducting such interrogation there- 
after in a public hearing. 

Attendance at Executive Sessions shall be limited to Members of the Com- 
mittee, its staff, and other persons whose presence is requested or consented to 
by the Committee. 

All testimony taken in Executive Sessions shall be kept secret and shall not be 
released or used in public sessions without the approval of a majority of the 
Committee. 

And in addition to that I say frequently we hold executive sessions 
and discuss this very question. 

Now, in view of your observation about us amending our charter, 
I wish to say to the gentleman that has been a matter of deep con- 
cern to me since the Watkins decision. I don’t disagree with the 
Supreme Court decision on that term “un-American,” as one member 
of the committee, and the committee well knows it. I think we ought 
to meet that decision of the Supreme Court and correct our charter 
on that one point. It is a matter of record in Congress that I have 
said so. 

But that doesn’t mean our whole charter is ambiguous. It isn’t 
by a long shot. I think there is that one term there that needs 
strengthening and clarification. 
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I notice you frequently use the term here “subversive.” You re- 
peatedly use the term “subversive.” What do you have in mind by 
the term “subversive” ? 

Mr. Wyman. Our New Hampshire law is patterned on the Ober Act 
of Maryland. It was practically copied from the original Ober Act 
which is a very comprehensive act known as the Subversive Activities 
Act of 1951. In that act there are defined the terms “subversive per- 
son” and “subversive organization” with considerable care and con- 
siderable clarity so that we have used the word “subversive” thus 
separating from any question of identifying it either with the Com- 
munist Party or any Fascist organization or otherwise. 

Mr. Dorin. May I ask you this practical question. I haven’t 
discussed this with you. But in view of the fact that we are search- 
ing for your suggestions and advice in the field of legislation, both 
on the bills that have been mentioned or any other legislation, would 
you suggest that we use the term “subversive” in our charter? 

Mr. Wyman. I would certainly suggest that you should use in your 
charter such language as makes it clear beyond a reasonable doubt 
that your directive from Congress is to find out who is or ever was 
or has been associated with or has sympathized with or been a member 
of an organization infiltrated by Communists, and so forth, or any 
person who is a member of a subversive organization, and define the 
organization; and the answer is Yes, sir. 

Mr. Doytx. And in your judgment would the term “subversive” 
be comprehensive enough to indicate that ? 

Mr. Wyman. No, not standing alone. 

Mr. Doyre. I have one more question. I am interested in the 
question of the attorneys of the Bar. This question of whether or 
not attorneys identified as Communists be prohibited from appearing 
before this committee was therefore of great concern to me as a mem- 
ber of the Bar. If you eliminate the member of the Bar who has 
been identified as a Communist from representing a client before this 
committee or any other congressional committee, are you not depriv- 
ing some member of the American public from having a lawyer of 
his own choice ? 

Mr. Wray. I have never heard anything about depriving any 
person from counsel before this committee. Is it suggested that be- 
cause a man is or was a Communist and happens to be a lawyer that 
he himself, in so many words, is to be prohibited from practicing before 
the Un-American Activities Committee or from representation before 
this committee ? 

Mr. Doyix. Oh, yes; that has been frequently raised as a question. 
That is why I am raising it with you, not only before this committee 
but any congressional committee. 

Mr. Wyman. I would say that, probably until and unless the Sub- 
versive Activities registration provisions have been upheld, that would 
be struck down by the high court as a violation of equal protection of 
laws, and also possibly of the due process clause. I think that the place 
to reach your attorney who is a Communist is not through committee 
restrictions but through the State Bar Associations or the Federal 
Bar. You don’t reach them by providing collateral restrictions on 
their activities, You try to encourage the Bar in their own interests 
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of cleaning house and preserving public confidence to take their steps 
through their grievance committees on professional conduct. 

Mr. Doyte. I wish to thank the Attorney General. 

Mr. Moutper. Mr. Kearney ? 

Mr. Kearney. General, I appreciate your visit here with us today 
and I have listened with a great deal of respect to the suggestions 
you have offered. 

I would like to ask you what your thought is with reference to the 
several States having a subversive commission or committee set up 
within the confines of its own state, shall we say, in order to take 
some of the load off the Federal investigation committees, to do the 
same work. Not to anticipate your answer, but let me give you the 
reason for that question. It is rather improbable, highly improbable, 
for us to cover the field. 

Mr. Wyman. That is right. 

Mr. Kearney. We are in a situation today that unbeknown to us 
several measures are coming on the floor of the House that are going 
to be rollcall votes. These hearings in Boston to me are terrifically 
important, and I feel I should stay here rather than go back to the 
House and vote. But if we did have in all of the states of the Union 
a similar committee, call it by what name the legislatures of the 
various states care to call it, I think it would be a tremendous aid in 
spreading to the people of the country the dangers that exist within 
this country today, and I am frank to say that I think the dangers 
are great. 

Mr. Wyman. I can only say in answer to that, Mr. Kearny, that I, 
as president of the National Association of Attorneys General recom- 
mended that specifically for each state. I believe that they should 
have it. I believe it should be in a standby position, which it has 
been made in permanent legislation in New Hampshire. We have 
amended our subversive activities law and provide that if at any 
time the Attorney General acting as a committee of one for legisla- 
tion in the process of factfinding wishes to investigate and report 
to the legislature he can do so. It is permanent legislation. The 
standby provisions have exceeding value. The only possible trouble 
is who gets the job. If politically motivated people get the job, if they 
use it for political purposes as distinct from security purposes, then 
possibly there won’t be cooperation between the Federal committees 
or such cooperation as the law permits with the’F BI. Then you 
have a problem. 

Mr. Krarney. I bring back again the thought expressed a few 
minutes ago by our counsel. It has always been the policy of this 
committee to cooperate with local agencies in the various states that 
we hold our committee hearings in, and in this particuar case that the 
director referred to, actually the man’s life could be in danger. He is 
a highly important witness and it seems to me that when there is that 
spirit of cooperation between the committee of the House and the state 
committee, that at least there should be that close cooperation that 
no news be leaked out in order to gain specific headlines. 

Mr. Wyman. There is no question about it, sir, and congressional 
legislation, if you wish to, can recognize the dual relationship and re- 
sponsibility of the states and encourage state legislatures, who are 
the only ones who can create such committees, to create such commit- 
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tees with appropriate standards, both for staffing and for their mem- 
bership. 

Mee hire Sir: General, I want to express my personal thanks for 
your appearance here today. 

Mr. Moutprer. Mr. McIntosh ? 

Mr. McInrosu. I concur in the comments that were made. We 
very much appreciate your assistance and recommendations. 

There was one point, although it is not pending in our committee 
directly, it is the problem which we as Congressmen may be facing 
in the near future, and that is the other approach, if I might say that, 
to some of the difficulties of recent Supreme Court decisions, which 
has evolved in the suggestion now pending in the Senate in bill form 
of withdrawing appellate jurisdiction in certain areas. I am sure 
that we in our committee have very mixed reactions to that approach. 
Myself, I do not buy that as a logical way to meet some of the prob: 
lems. 

But I wondered if you at this time were familiar enough with 
that particular proposal to express an opinion, or have any of the 
associations in which you are active taken a position on that ? 

Mr. Wyman. The organizations have not, at least not to my knowl- 

edge. 
Individually, I personally feel that legislation is unwise, I believe 
first, that it fails to create a substitute appellate tribunal which would 
have the effect of having the 48 State Supreme Courts and the Circuit 
Courts of Appeal all interpreting the Constitution, possibly in dif- 
ferent ways, and, secondly, I think that it actually involves an attempt 
by legislation to meet a series of decisions that for today and for the 
time many people sharply disagree with, which might at another day 
and another time find in the public power question, or some similar 
thing, a similar group trying to take away from the judiciary the 
right of exercise of appellate jurisdiction to determine those questions. 
So I think the answer has to be, and I tried to say it here today, in 
persuading Mr. Justice Warren and the other Justices of the high 
court in their decisions to recognize the need for and to affirm reason- 
able, restrained, careful, fair procedures in security matters and the 
private rights, which I am sure are the policy of this committee and 
we try to make it policy in our state committee. 

Mr. McIntosu. Thank you. 

Mr. Movrprr. Mr. Wyman, this committee certainly is highly hon- 
ored by your presence before us and giving us the benefit of the advice 
and recommendations which you have snbmitise to the committee. 

Further, I wish to state our deep appreciation for your taking 
time from your busy schedule in the work you have in connection 
with the high office which you hold to give the study which you have 
given and the work which you have performed in connection with 
the problems of this committee. 

And, too, the recommendations which you have made have im- 
pressed me very deeply, and I know the same impression was made 
upon the other members of the committee. 

And in closing I wish to say we are profoundly impressed by your 
work, which you performed as Attorney General of the State of 
New Hampshire. We are deeply grateful for the complimentary 
statements which you made concerning our work, 


Mr. Wyman. Thank you. 
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Mr. Moutpmrr. As long as we have public officials such as yourself 
holding the high office you have in our great Nation, we will have no. 
fear of preserving our American way of life, and I know that greater 
duties probably await you in the future, for a man of your capabili- 
ties and what you have done for your country. Thank you very 
much, sir. 

Mr. Wyman. Thank you, sir. I hope you know it has been a two- 
way street. We appreciate the continued cooperation of the staff of 
this committee at all times and over the years. 

Mr. Movtprr. Thank you very much. 

Mr. Wyman. Thank you. 

Mr. Movurper. The committee will stand in recess for five minutes. 

ies recess. ) 

Committee members present: Representatives Moulder, Doyle, 
and McIntosh. ) 

Mr. Moutprer. The committee will be in order. 

Call your next witness, Mr. Arens. 

Mr. Arens. If you please, Mr. Chairman, Mr. Sidney Ravden. 

Kindly come forward and remain standing while the chairman 
administers an oath to you. 

Mr. Moutper. Will you hold up your right hand and be sworn, 
please ? 

Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you are about to give 
before this committee of the United States Congress will be the 
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Ravpen. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF SIDNEY RAVDEN, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
GABRIEL KANTROVITZ 


Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself, sir, by name, residence, and 
occupation. 

Mr. Ravpen. My name is Sidney Ravden, 36 Crawford Street. 
Roxbury, Massachusetts, and I am a helper. 

Mr. Arens. I didn’t get the last. 

Mr. Ravpen. I am a helper. H_-e-l-p-e-r. 

Mr. Arens. In what occupation, please? 

Mr. Ravpen. Structural line. 

Mr. Arens. You are appearing today, Mr. Ravden, in response to 
a subpena which was served upon you by the House Committee on 
Un-American Activities? 

Mr. Ravpen. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. And you are represented by counsel ? 

Mr. Ravpen. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arpns. Counsel, kindly identify yourself. 

Mr. Kanrrovrrz. Gabriel Kantrovitz, 294 Washington Street, 
Boston. 

Mr. Arens. How long have you lived in Roxbury, Massachusetts, 
Mr. Ravden ? 

Mr. Ravpen. Approximately forty some odd years. 

Mr. Argns. Do you know a man by the name of James Glatis? 

Mr. Ravpen. On the advice of my counsel I respectfully decline to 
answer the question on the following grounds, one—— 

Mr. Arens. You are reading now from a prepared statement? 
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Mr. Ravpen. I am reading from a prepared statement, yes, sir. 

One, because it is directed towards a compulsory disclosure of my 
political beliefs and associations under the first amendment of the 
Constitution, because the resolution creating this committee is un- 
constitutionally vague, because this inquiry is outside the committee’s 
jurisdiction, as jurisdiction is defined in the resolution creating it; 
the question is not pertinent to any subject within the committee’s 
jurisdiction. Under the terms of the Watkins decision an investiga- 
tion into my political activities can be proper only when there is a 
specific resolution of Congress directing such an investigation if indeed 
it can be proper under any circumstances. The investigation involves 
exposure for exposure’s sake because this investigation is injurious 
to American democracy and impinges on the free intercourse of ideas 
and associations of all citizens. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Ravden, I should like to display to you a number 
of photostatic copies of checks which have come into the custody, 
by proper means, of this committee. 

First is a check payable to the Daily Worker. The check is dated 
January 21, 1955, and the signature on the check, the maker of the 
check, is Sidney Ravden, R-a-v-d-e-n, 36 Crawford Street, Roxbury, 
Massachusetts. 

Kindly look at that check, as I display it to you, and see if you 
would not accommodate the Committee on Un-American Activities 
by verifying the authenticity of that signature. 

(Document handed to witness.) 

Mr. Ravpen. I respectfully decline to answer that question, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Is that your signature on that check, sir? 

Mr. Ravpen. I respectfully decline to answer that question, sir. 

Mr. Arens. I display to you now, Mr. Ravden, a series of photo- 
static copies of checks aggregating over $1,000 payable to the Pub- 
lishers New Press, Incorporated, all drawn by Sidney Ravden. The 
endorsements on the check indicate that the Publishers New Press is 
the publisher of the Daily Worker and of The Worker. The endorse- 
ments so indicate. 

Kindly accommodate us, if you please, sir, by examining each of 
these several checks, with the end in view of verifying the authenticity 
of the signatures. 

(At this point Mr. Kearney entered the hearing room.) 

(Documents handed to witness.) 

Mr. Movtprr. Do you want to have them marked now as exhibits? 

Mr. Arens. After he has completed his examination, Mr. Chair- 
man, it is my intention to have them en banc marked as one exhibit. 

Mr. Moutper. Very well. 

Mr. Arens. Those checks you will observe, Mr. Ravden, cover a 
period of approximately two, two and a half years. 

Mr. Ravpen. I respectfully decline to answer the question, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Why? 

Mr. Ravpren. On the grounds that I have just stated, because it is 
compulsory disclosure of my political beliefs and associations on the 
first amendment to the Constitution, because the resolution creat- 
ing this committee is unconstitutionally vague, because this inquiry 
is outside the committee’s jurisdiction as that jurisdiction is defined 
in the resolution creating it, that the question is not pertinent to any 
subject within the committee’s jurisdiction under the terms of the 
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Watkins decision, and investigation into my political activities can 
be proper only when there is a specific resolution of Congress creating 
such an investigation, if indeed, it can be proper under any circum- 
stances; the investigation involves exposure for exposure’s sake be- 
cause this investigation is injurious to American democracy and im- 
pinges on the free s intercourse of ideas and associations of all citizens. 

Mr. Arens. Are you, Mr. Ravden, invoking those provisions of the 
fifth amendment which endow you with the privilege of not giving 
testimony which could incriminate you? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Ravpen. I am talking about the first amendment here. 

Mr. Arens. Kindly answer the question. Are you invoking those 
provisions of the fifth amendment which endow you with the priv- 
ilege of not incriminating yourself ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Arens (continuing). If not, it is my intention to ask the chair- 
man to direct you to answer the question. 

Mr. Ravpen. I have just invoked these here specific answers to the 
first amendment, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Let it be clear, then, in the record, so that there may be 
no ambiguity whatsoever in the record . 

Mr. Ravpen. On the first amendment. 

Mr. Arens. Do you honestly apprehend, sir, that if you answered 
the question as to whether or not the documents which I have dis- 
played to you bear a true and correct signature of yourself, you would 
be supplying information which might be used against you in a 
criminal proceeding ? 

Now, please, answer that precise question so there can be no am- 
biguity in this record. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Ravpen. I haven’t reached that point yet, sir. I have been 
talking about the first amendment. 

Mr. Argens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest now that the 
witness be ordered and directed to answer the last outstanding prin- 
cipal question. 

Mr. Moutper. The witness is so directed. You are ordered and di- 
rected to answer the question. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

_ Mr. Ravpen. I believe that Congressman Doyle in talking to the 
Attorney General that just was here admitted that the Watkins de- 
cision has been getting them into trouble and I am specifically talking 
about the Watkins decision at this particular time. 

Mr. Arens. Would you tell us whether or not you are invoking 
those provisions of the fifth amendment which endow you with the 
privilege of not giving testimony which would incriminate you? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Ravpen. I believe I can rely on the first amendment. I also 
invoke the fifth amendment, which gives me protection against any 
tendency to incriminate myself. 

Mr. Arens. Do you honestly apprehend, sir, if you told this com- 
mittee while you were under oath whether or not these are your 
signatures on these various documents you would be supplying in- 
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formation which might be used against you in a criminal proceeding ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Ravpen. I invoke, sir, the privilege under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Arens. Now, Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that the 
witness be ordered and directed to answer that question. The question 
is posed with the sole and exclusive reason of testing this witness’ 
good faith in invoking the fifth amendment. And I also call any- 
one’s attention, who reads this record, to the fact that the witness 
has at least for 5 minutes, of course, been attempting to avoid the 
taking of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Moutprer. That is correct. 

The witness is ordered and directed to answer the question. In 
fact, your response was not a response to the question. 

Mr. Ravpen. Despite my innocence, an honest answer may have a 
tendency to incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Are you innocent of affixing your signature to the vari- 
ous documents which I have just displayed to you? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Ravpen. The same privileges. 

Mr. Movutper. You claim the same privileges ? 

Mr. Ravpen. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Movutper. Under the fifth amendment? 

Mr. Ravpen. Yes, sir; under the first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Arens. I put it to you as a fact, sir, based upon careful inves- 
tigation by the investigative staff of this committee, that these are 
your signatures on these documents, these checks, which I have just 
displayed to you, and I ask you now while you are under oath to 
kindly affirm or deny that assertion. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Ravpen. I respectfully decline to answer this question on the 
basis of the first and the fifth amendments. 

Mr. Arens. Would you accommodate the Committee on Un-Ameri- 
can Activities by submitting now a copy of your signature, so that the 
Committee on Un-American Activities may make a comparison of 
your present signature with the signature which appears on these 
various checks? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Ravpen. This is not a court of law, and I respectfully decline 
on the basis of the first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Dortr. May I inquire, Mr. Arens, are those copies of bank 
checks from a Boston bank ? 

Mr. Arens. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Doris. And charged to his account ? 

Mr. Arens. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Doris. And paid by the paying bank over his signature? 

Mr. Arens. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Dorie. All right. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that these checks 
in toto be marked as a Ravden exhibit and incorporated by reference 
in this record. 

Mr. Movutper. All of the documents referred to by counsel will be 
so marked in toto. 

(Documents marked “Ravden Exhibit No. 1,” and retained in 
committee files. ) 
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Mr. Moutprr. May I inquire in connection with those exhibits what 
is the total amount involved ? 

Mr. Arens. It is over $1,000. I don’t have the item right before 
me at the moment, Mr. Chairman. . 

May I proceed, Mr. Chairman ? 

Mr. Moutper. Proceed. 

Mr. Arrens. Kindly tell the Committee on Un-American Activities 
and the people hearmg your testimony here, if you please, sir, what 
you have done in the course of the last few years to promote freedom 
of the press, a very laudable objective. What have you done now 
toward promoting freedom of the press in this vicinity ? 

Mr. Ravpen. I respectfully decline to answer that question, sir, on 
the basis of the first and the fifth amendments. 

Mr. Arens. Do you honestly apprehend that if you told the Com- 
mittee on Un-American Activities in this public session what you, 
Sidney Ravden, have done to promote freedom of the press you would 
be supplying information which might be used against you in a 
criminal proceeding ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr, Ravpen. Judge Cardozo said that the fifth amendment is a 
barrier between the Government and the individual. In that 
respect 

Mr. Kearney. Are you reading now 4 

Mr. Ravpen. Beg your pardon ? 

Mr. Krarney. Are you now reading a statement ? 

Mr. Ravpren. No. I am just repeating what my counsel told me. 
And I am thus protecting the freedom of the press. 

Mr. Kearney. Do you think you are protecting the freedom of the 
press now ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Ravpen. And I also am by invoking the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kearney. By invoking the fifth amendment now you are pro- 
tecting the freedom of the press ? 

Mr. Ravpen. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. Now, sir, tell us what else you have done in the course 
of the last 5 years to protect the freedom of the press. You have 
opened the door to this area of inquiry, let the record show, and I 
now insist on you telling this committee what else you have done to 
protect the freedom of the press in the course of the last 5 years. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Ravpren. I say for the reasons I have previously stated I re- 
spectively decline to answer the question on the ground of the first 
and the fifth amendments. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that under the 
law this witness has now waived the right of precluding inquiry with 
respect to his activities promoting freedom of the press by opening the 
door himself, and I therefore respectfully suggest that the chairman 
now order and direct the witness to answer the question as to what 
he has done in the course of the last 5 years in this Poe vicinity 
to promote in his manner, in his way, the freedom of the press. 

Mr. Movutprr. The Chair does order and direct the witness to 
answer the question. 

Mr. Ravpen. I respectfully decline to answer that question on the 
basis of the first and fifth amendments. 
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Mr. Arens. For the purpose of refreshing your recollection, Mr. 
Witness, I should like to lay before you a photostatic reproduction 
of a document dated November 5, 1953, from the Boston Conservatory 
Auditorium, in which an agreement is entered into, according to the 
document, between the Boston Conservatory of Music and the Free- 
dom of the Press Committee, Mr. S. Ravden, manager, 36 Crawford 
Street, Roxbury, Mass., and signed Sidney Ravden, secretary, for 
the purpose of an assembly which was to take place there. According 
to this contract of agreement, a consideration of $100 passed for the 
purpose of renting the Boston Conservatory Auditorium on January 
30, 1954. 

Kindly look at this document and see if that refreshes your recol- 
lection with reference to the facts and circumstances which I have 
just recited. 

(Document handed to the witness. ) 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Ravpren. I respectfully decline to answer the question on the 
basis of the first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Arens. Is the Freedom of the Press Committee an organiza- 
tion controlled by the Communist conspiracy ? 

Mr. Ravpen. I respectfully decline to answer this question on the 
basis of the first and fifth amendment. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know aman by the name of Armando Penha? 

Mr. Ravpen. I respectfully decline to answer this question on the 
basis of the first and fifth amendment. 

Mr. Arens. Armando Penha has advised us that while he was an 
undercover agent in the Communist conspiracy undertaking to de- 
velop information for the protection of this Nation, he knew you, Sid- 
ney Ravden, as a Communist, active in propaganda activities of the 
Communist conspiracy. You now, sir, have the opportunity, while 
you are under oath, to deny that serious allegation respecting yourself. 

Do you care to avail yourself of that privilege? e 

Mr. Ravpren. I respectfully decline to answer this question, sir, on 
the basis of the first and the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that the photo- 
static copy of the last document which I just displayed to the witness 
be appropriately marked and incorporated by reference in this record. 

Mr. Mouxper. The document will be so marked as Exhibit No. 2. 

(Document marked “Ravden Exhibit No. 2” and retained in com- 
mittee files.) 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that will conclude 
the staff interrogation of this witness. 

Mr. Moutprr. Do you have any questions, Mr. Doyle? 

Mr. Dorie. No, sir, I have no questions. 

Mr. Moutprer. Have you any questions, Mr. Kearney ? 

Mr. Knarney. I have no questions. 

Mr. Movutrprr. Do you have any questions, Mr. McIntosh ? 

Mr. McIntosu. No, I have no questions. 

Mr. Movutper. The witness is excused. 

Mr. Arrns. The next witness, if you please, Mr. Chairman, will be 
David Murray Fein. 

Kindly come forward. 

Remain standing while the chairman administers an oath to you. 
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Mr. Moutper. Hold up your right hand, please. 

Do you solemnly swear the testimony you are about to give before 
this Committee of the United States Congress will be the truth, the 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Fern. I do, sir. 


TESTIMONY OF DAVID MURRAY FEIN! (FINE), ACCOMPANIED BY 
COUNSEL, HOWARD S. WHITESIDE 


Mr. Fern. Mr. Chairman, before we start I wish to object to all these 
pictures taking. Now, this is disobeying your own rule. 

Mr. Movutper. The photographers at the request of the witness will 
refrain from taking any photographs during the course of the hear- 
ing while the witness is testifying, and I also ask that the lights be 
turned off. 

Mr. Fern. There are two further questions that I would like to have 
clarified before we start, gentlemen, and that is that I would like to 
know now under what congressional or committee authorization this 
subcommittee is operating, and, secondly, I would like to obtain a clear 
delineation now of the scope of this investigation. 

Mr. Arens. I should be very glad to attempt to accommodate you, 
sir. First you have to submit yourself to an oath. Have you done 
that, sir? 

Mr. Fern. Yes, indeed. 

Mr. Arens. Kindly first identify yourself by name, residence, and 
occupation. 

Mr. Fern. O. K., sir. My name is David Murray Fein. I live in 
Henniker, New Hampshire. 

Mr. Arens. And for the purpose of identification, have you gone 
by any other name? 

Mr. Fern. Not as I recall. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever gone under the name of Moses Fine or 
Moses Fein ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Fern. The point in that connection is the fact that my parents 
eave the wrong name at my birth and the fact in the census of 1910, 
if you wish to find 

Mr. Arens. It was solely and exclusively for the purpose of identi- 
fication, sir, that I asked if you had gone by any other name. 

Mr. Fretn. No. I was always known 

Mr. Arens. Specifically if you have gone under the name of Moses 
Fine or Fein? 

Mr. Fern. No. 

Mr. Arens. All right, sir. 

You are appearing today in response to a subpena which was served 
upon you by the House Committee on Un-American Activities ? 

Mr. Fern. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. And you are represented by counsel ? 

Mr. Fern. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Counsel, would you kindly identify yourself? 

Mr. Wurtresipe.: My name is Howard S. Whiteside, with offices at 
30 State Street, Boston. 


1 Voucher for witness fee signed David M. ‘‘Fein.” 
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Mr. Arens. Now, sir, in response to your interrogation or question, 
which you pose, Public Law 601 of the 79th Congress 

Mr. Fern. Just a minute, please. 

Mr. ARENS. establishes the Committee on Un-American Activ- 
ities and its jurisdiction. Among other provisions of Public Law 601 
the Committee on Un-American Activities is to exercise a continuous 
watchfulness over the execution by the administrative agencies con- 
cerned of any laws the subject matter of which is within the jurisdic- 
tion of this committee. 

Within the jurisdiction of this committee is the Internal Security 
Act of 1950, which has numerous provisions relating to Communists, 
Communist activities, and Communist propaganda. 

Another law which is within the jurisdiction of this committee is 
the Communist Control Act of 1954 which has numerous provisions 
relating to the operation and control of the Communist Party. 

Still another act is the Foreign Agents Registration Act. 

Still other acts are numerous criminal statutes. 

And there is now pending before the Committee on Un-American 
Activities H. R. 9937. 

For the purpose of enabling this Committee on Un-American Activ- 
ities to better exercise Judgment upon the administration of the pres- 
ent laws, to determine whether or not the present laws need amending, 
strengthening, or changing, to determine whether or not new legisla- 
tion or remedial legislation is needed, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities is holding public hearings. 

It is our understanding that you, sir, do have some information 
which might be helpful to this committee in the general fund of infor- 
mation it is accumulating for the purpose I have just stated. Kindly 
tell this committee where and when you were born. 

Mr. Fern. Just one moment, sir. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Frtn. Well, there are two questions, further, that I would like 
to ask, which you have not at all answered or given tome. And that 
is what is the purpose of this investigation? And you have not as yet 
given me the authorization for this subcommittee. 

Mr. Arens. Yes; I shall give you the authorization. 

Mr. Fern. All right, sir. 

Mr. Arrns. I think I have given you the purpose, sir. 

Under date of January 15, 1958, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities met in executive session in Washington, D. C., and author- 
ized these hearings by a specific resolution. 

At the time a motion was made by Mr. Scherer, of Ohio, a member 
of this committee, seconded by Mr. Willis, of Louisiana, a member of 
this committee, and it was unanimously carried, after a quorum being 
present, authorizing the holding of this particular series of hearings 
for this purpose: 

1. The extent, character, and objects of Communist infiltration and Communist 
Party propaganda activities in the textile and other basic industries, 

Mr. Fern. Not so fast, then. 

Mr. Arens. I will give you a copy of it in Just a moment. 

Mr. Fern. I would like to make notes. 
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Mr. Arens (continuing) : 


both within and without the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, the legislative 
purposes being: 

(a) To obtain additional information for use by the committee in its con- 
sideration of Sec. 16 of H. R. 9352 relating to the proposed amendment of Sec- 
tion 4 of the Communist Control Act of 1954, prescribing a penalty for knowingly 
and wilfully becoming or remaining a member of the Communist Party with 
knowledge of the purposes or objectives thereof ; and 

(b) To obtain additional information, adding to the committee’s overall 
knowledge on the subject so that Congress may be kept informed and thus pre- 
pared to enact remedial legislation in the National Defense, and for internal 
security, when and if the exigencies of the situation require it. 

2. Execution by administrative agencies concerned of laws requiring the list- 
ing of printing presses and machines capable of being used to produce or publish 
printed matter in the possession, custody, ownership, or control of the Com- 
munist Party or Communist fronts, the legislative purpose being to assist Con- 
gress in appraising the administration of Title 50, U. S. C., Section 786 (6), 
and in developing such amendments to the Internal Security Act of 1950 as it 
may deem necessary. 

3. Communist techniques and strategy in the raising of funds for the benefit 
of the Communist Party, the legislative purpose being to determine whether a 
recommendation should be made tightening the laws relating to tax exemption 
which labor unions enjoy, and for the additional reasons set forth in items 1 (a) 
and (b) of this resolution. 

4. Entry and dissemination in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts of foreign 
Communist Party propaganda, the legislative purpose being to determine the 
necessity for, and advisability of, amendments to the Foreign Agents Registra- 
tion Act designed more effectively to counteract the Communist schemes and 
devices now used in avoiding the prohibitions of the Act. 

5. The extent, character and objects of Communist Party underground ac- 
tivities within the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, the legislative purposes 
being set forth in items 1 (a) and (b) of this resolution. 

6. Execution by administrative agencies concerned, of laws relating to de- 
portation of aliens who are members of the Communist Party, the legislative 
purpose being to assist Congress in appraising the administration of Section 
241 (a) (6) of the Immigration and Nationality Act, 66 Stat. 204-206, and in 
developing such amendments to that Act as may be deemed necessary. 

7. Any other matter within the jurisdiction of the committee which it, or any 
subcommittee thereof, appointed to conduct this hearing, may designate. 


Now, sir, kindly answer the principal outstanding question. 

Mr. Fern. Which is? Would you mind repeating that question, 
sir? I am sorry. I lost the thread of the question. Would you 
ask it, I mean, again ? 

Mr. Arens. Where are you employed ? 

Mr. Fern. Oh. I am employed by Lowell Technological Institute. 
I am an instructor there in physics and mathematics. 

Mr. Arens. How long have you been so employed ? 

Mr. Fern. Two years, approximately, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Where and when were you born? 

Mr. Fern. New York City, sir. 

Mr. Arens. When? 

Mr. Fern. 1909. 

Mr. Arens. Please give us, if you will be good enough to do so, a 
word about your education. | 

Mr. Fern. Well, I am a graduate of Columbia University, with a_ 
Master’s Degree. 

Mr. Arens. And when, please, sir? 

Mr. Fern. A Baccalaureate Degree. 

Mr. Arens. I beg your pardon. 

Mr. Fern. A Baccalaureate Degree. 
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Mr. Arens. When, please, sir? 

Mr. Fritn. Well, 1937 for the Baccalaureate Degree; 1947 for a 
Baccalaureate Degree in Electrical Engineering; and a Master’s 
Degree in 1952, I think. 

Mr. Arens. Did that complete your formal education ? 

Mr. Fern. Well, it hasn’t completed my formal education yet. 

Mr. Arens. Are you still pursuing a course of study ? 

Mr. Fern. Yes, sir. 

: aaa Argns, And what course of study are you pursuing, and where, 
sir? 

Mr. Fern. At B. U., Boston University. 

Mr. Arens. And what course are you pursuing there ? 

Mr. Fern. Physics. I am trying to obtain a doctorate in Physics. 

Mr. Arens. Kindly tell us, if you will be good enough to do so, the 
principal employments you have had since adulthood. I don’t mean 
part-time incidental employment, just the principal employments. 

Mr. Fern. I have been teaching for the past five years, all told, and 
prior to that I have been in the optical field as an optometrist, which 
is about the major part of my life. 

Mr. Arens. Then, if you please, sir, let’s start with the optometry 
field. Where were you engaged in the optometry field? 

Mr. Fern. In New York City. 

Mr. Arens. And for a private business firm ? 

Mr. Fern. I was engaged, yes, partly that and partly my own. 

Mr. Arens. Over what period of time? 

Mr. Fern. That is going back some time. 

Mr. Arens. Your best recollection. We will not hold you to the 
dates, too closely. 

Mr. Frin. You mean this period? 

Mr. Arens. Your best recollection as to the approximate time in 
which you were engaged in the optometry field. 

Mr. Fern. About fifteen years, I guess. Maybe take out—ap- 
proximately fifteen years, say. 

Mr. Arens. You were then living in New York City? 

Mr. Fern. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. What was your address in New York City, please, sir? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Frry. I come to the point now where I don’t think we ought 
to pursue this line of questioning any further. I think that has gone 
now beyond the time during which I wish to talk about. 

Mr. Arens. You might explain a little bit there for us, please, sir, 
so we understand one another. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Fern. For the past 5 years I have been living-— 

Mr. Arens. No. 

Mr. Fern. I know that. 

Mr. Arens. Kindly respond to the question sir. Where did you 
live in New York City when you were engaged in optometry ? 

Mr. Fern. I am going to answer that question in this particular 
way. Iam going to say now that for the past 5 years I have been 
living in New Hampshire, that I am prepared now to discuss my life 
in New England for and during these past 5 years, and I think an- 
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swering questions beyond that. period is not relevant to this particular 
investigation. 

Mr. Arens. Would you like to have me explain the relevancy—— 

Mr. Fern. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. And the pertinency ? 

Mr. Fern. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. We have information, sir, which I think I can best 
portray to you by exhibiting this document, indicating that you, while 
living at 1306 Chisholm Street in the Bronx, signed a Communist 
Party nominating petition. Do you have a recollection of that? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Fern. I am not going into that period. 

Mr. Arens. I should, if you please, sir, like to display to you a 
photostatic copy of a nominating petition—Independent Nominating 
Petition—Communist. Party, to which the signature of one David 
Fein, 1306 Chisholm Street, Borough of Bronx, New York, is affixed, 
for the purpose of nominating Isidore Begun on the Communist Party 
ticket for Representative in Congress from the Twenty-Third Con- 
gressional District of New York State. 

Kindly look at this document and please, sir, tell us whether or not 
you can verify the authenticity of the signature there, David Fein— 
the fourth line down. 

(Document handed to the witness.) 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Fern. I might point out that the date on this document is Sep- 
tember 1940 and I said I will not go back any further than five years. 

Mr. Arens. Kindly look at something else in the document. Kindly 
point to the fourth line where the name David Fein appears and tell 
us whether or not that is your signature. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Fern. I am not going into it, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest the witness either 
answer the question or be obliged to invoke those provisions of the 
fifth amendment which endow him with the privilege of not giving 
testimony which could be used against him in a criminal proceeding. 

Mr. Moutper. The witness is ordered and directed to answer the 
question as to whether or not the photostatic copy of the signature 
appearing upon the document is a true and correct copy of your 
signature. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Fern. I shall invoke the fifth. I shall invoke the fifth amend- 
ment. 

Mr. Arens. You invoke those parts of the fifth amendment which 
endow you with the privilege of not incriminating yourself? 

Mr. Fern. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. I display to you, if you please, sir, a photostatic copy 
of another nominating petition of the Communist Party, in which 
the signature of David Fein appears at a little later date, in which 
one Mary Himoff, according to the document, is a candidate for the 
State Senate of New York on the Communist Party ticket, and we 
observe the name here the signature of one, David Fein. 

Kindly look at this document and accommodate us, if you please, 
sir, by telling us whether or not that signature, David Fein, is a true 
and correct reproduction of your signature. 
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(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Fretn. Again I might point out that the date here is 1940. It 
is beyond the time during which I wish to talk about anything about 
myself. It is not pertinent to the present investigation and ‘besides 
that I invoke the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that each of the 
last two documents be appropriately marked and incorporated by 
reference in this record. 

Mr. Movunper. The documents referred to by counsel will be so 
marked. 

(Documents marked “Fein Exhibits Nos. 1 and 2,” respectively, and 
retained in committee files. ) 

Mr. Arens. Did you in 1940 live at 1306 Chisholm Street ? 

Mr. Fern. This is not pertinent to the investigation, and I don’t 
see why I need to answer that. . 

Mr. Arens. Is that the only reason you are giving in response to 
my question ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Fern. I decline on the same grounds as previously. 

Mr. Arens. Now, I should like to display to you, if you please, sir, 
a third document, a photostatic copy of a Communist Party nominat- 
ing petition some two years later, 1942, in which the signature of David 
Fein appears, nominating, among others, Elizabeth Gurley Flynn for 
Congress, Israel Amter for Governor, Benjamin J. Davis, Jr., for At- 
torney General, etc. The address of David Fein at this time is given 
as 593 Amsterdam Avenue, Manhattan, New York. 

Kindly look at that document and accommodate us, if you please, 
sir, by telling us whether or not that is a true and correct copy of 
your signature. 

(Document handed to the witness. ) 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Fein. I decline on the same grounds. It is in the year 1942. 
_ ate marked “Fein Exhibit No. 3” and retained in committee 

es. 

Mr. Arens. Were you a member of the Communist Party at the time 
you signed these documents ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Frtn. I decline on the same grounds. 

Mr. Argens. Are you now or have you ever been a member of the 
Communist Party ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Fein. Break up that question into two parts. 

Mr. Arens. Very glad to doso. 

Mr. Fein. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Fern. The answer is no. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever been a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Fein. The answer is I decline. 

sue Argns. Were you a member of the Communist Party five years 
ago 

Mr. Fein. No. 

te Arens. Were you a member of the Communist Party six years . 
ago 
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Mr. Fein. I decline to answer. 

Mr. Arens. Were you a member of the Communist Party five and a 
half years ago? 

Mr. Fern. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Arens. Were you a member of the Communist Party January 
of 1953 ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Fein. I decline. 

Mr. Arens. Were you a member of the Communist Party February 
1953? 

Mr. Fern. I decline. 

Mr. Arens. After which date can you assert, while you are under 
oath, that you were not a member of the Communist Party ? 

(The witness conferred with counsel. ) 

Mr. Frtn. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Arens. Then we willdoitthehard way. . 

Were you a member of the Communist Party in March 1953 ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Fern. I have been living in New Hampshire since about approxi- 
mately September of 1953, and I am prepared to talk about myself 
since that time but not prior to that time. 

Mr. Arens. Were you a member of the Communist Party in August 
1953 ? 

Mr. Fein. I decline. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever resigned from the Communist Party? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Fetn. I decline to answer. 

Mr. Arsns. Have you at any time since August 1953 been under 
Communist Party discipline though not a technical member of the 
apparatus? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Fern. No, sir. 

ELF ENE. Have you ever been expelled from the Communist 
Party? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Fern. I decline. 

Mr. Arens. Have you contributed any money to the Communist 
Party since August 1953 ? 

Mr. Fern. No, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Are you now against the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Fern. That is an opinion that I do not wish to discuss. 

Mr. Arens. Have you taken any steps, affirmative steps, in under- 
taking to combat the Communist Party since 1953 ? 

(‘The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Fern. That is a matter of private business into which 

Mr. Arens. I will rephrase the question so that there will be no 
question about it. 

Have you taken any overt acts against the Communist Party since 
August of 1953 ? 

(‘The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Fern. This is still part of my private affair and still not within 
the scope of this hearing today. 

_. Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest now the witness 
be ordered and directed to answer that question. The record is abun- 
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dantly clear. I have not been asking for any exercise of opinion, 
appraisal, or judgment; I have asked him only with respect to overt 
acts since August of 1953. 

Mr. Mouxper. The committee orders and directs the witness to 
answer the question. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Fein. I don’t recollect whether I have or not. 

Mr. Kearney. What was that answer ? 

Mr. Arens. He doesn’t recollect. 

Were you a member of the Communist Party at any time during 
your undergraduate work? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Fern. I decline. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever served in the Armed Forces of the 
United States ? 

Mr. Fern. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Over what period of time? 

Mr. Fern. Approximately 2 years. 

Mr. Arens. When? 

Mr. Fern. January 1944 to December 1945. 

Mr. Arens. During the period of time that you were in the Armed 
Bees of the United States, were you a member of the Communist 
Party ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Fern. I decline. 

Mr. Arens. Why? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Fern. On the grounds of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Arens. Do you presently, sir, have information respecting 
persons who in the course of the last 5 or 6 years, to your certain 
knowledge, have been members of the Communist Party in the New 
England area? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Fern. I decline. 

Mr. Krarney. Mr. Chairman, may I ask a question here? 

Mr. Moutprer. Mr. Kearney is recognized. 

Mr. Kearney. After your service in the Armed Forces of the 
United States, did you go to school under the GI Bill of Rights? 

Mr. Fern. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Krarney. The reason I ask you that question is because of your 
declination to answer as to whether or not you were a member of the 
Communist Party while you were in the Armed Forces. I offered 
several amendments to prevent members of the Communist Party from 
obtaining an education under that bill, and I will say that Iam proud 
to have been one of the authors of it. If I had my way no members of 
the Communist Party would have been educated under that bill. 

Mr. Doyte. I think it is fair to let the witness know that the gentle- 
man who just asked you that question is the Past National Commander 
of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States of America, 
Mr. Kearney. 

Mr. Arens. Will you now furnish in public testimony before the 
Committee on Un-American Activities so that this committee may 
recommend legislation to protect this country, under whose flag you 
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have protection, such information as you may possess respecting Com- 
munists, Communist Party activities, to your certain knowledge in 
the course of the last five or six years? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Fern. I know nothing about Communist activities within the 
last five years, and prior to that I have declined to answer. 

r. Arens. Have you taught any place other than at the school 
piers you are presently engaged, the Lowell Technological Institute ? 

Mr. Fretn. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Where did you teach ? 

Mr. Fetn. New England College. 

Mr. Arens. And when did you ‘teach there? 

Mr. Fern. From about 1953 to 1956, thereabouts, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Have you taught at any other college? 

Mr. Fern. No, sir. 

Mr. Arens. What courses did you teach? Could you please tell 
us that, sir ? 

Mr. Fern. Physics, mathematics, a course in electrical engineering. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever been a member of the International 
Workers Order? 

Mr. Fern. I decline on the grounds of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know whether the International Workers Order 
is still functioning ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Fern. I don’t know whether it is still functioning or not. 

Mr. Arens. Did you ever have any information regarding the lead- 
ership of the International Workers Order? 

Mr. Fern. I do not. 

Mr. Arens. Were you at any time a member of the International 
Workers Order ? 

Mr. Fer. No. 

Mr. Arens. If the Committee on Un-American Activities should 
initiate proceedings whereby you would be granted immunity from 
criminal prosecution based upon any testimony you would give to this 
committee respecting communism or Communists, and if those pro- 
ceedings should become consummated so you would be granted the 
immunity, would you then fully and freely disclose to this committee 
of the United States Congress such information which you possess 
or might possess respecting communism and Communists? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Fern. That, sir, is a question I can’t tell. It would have to 
depend on the circumstances surrounding the given situation. As 
you understand a physicist is that way. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that will con- 
clude the staff interrogation of this witness. 

Mr. Moutper. Mr. Doyle, have you any questions? 

Mr. Doyte. Since August 1953 have you attended any meetings 
or ie a large or small in number 

. Lhave not, sir. 

hee ie I haven't finished my question yet, Professor——in 
which ee knew there were other members of the Communist Party 
present § 

Mr. Fern. Would you mind repeating that? I am a bit confused. 
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Mr. Doyte. Since August 1953, have you attended group meet- 
ings, either large or small numerically, in which you knew there were 
personally present Communists, known to you to be Communists at 
the time? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

My. Ferrin. No, sir. 

Mr. Dorie. That is all. 

Mr. Moutprr. General Kearney, have you any questions ? 

Mr. Krarney. I have no questions. 

Mr. Moutprr. Mr. McIntosh? 

Mr. McInrosu. I have no questions. 

Mr. Moutper. I have only one question to ask you. 

Mr. Fern. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Moutper. That is whether or not you favor and support the 
philosophy and objectives of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Fern. That, sir, is a speculative question. You are asking 
me an opinion. I don’t choose to go into any discussion of these 
opinions. 

Mr. Movutper. Do you favor or oppose the objectives of the Soviet 
Union in its undertaking, its future objective of dominating and con- 
trolling the people of the world by slavery of communism ? 

Mr. Fern. I do not. 

Mr. Moutper. You do not favor that ? 

Mr. Fein. Thatisright. I donot favor that. 

Mr. McIntosu. What isso obvious about that ? 

Mr. Fern. Well, I still think I am an American. [I still owe 
allegiance to this country. 

Mr. McIntosu. Do you really think we should recognize that as 
an obvious answer on your part? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Fern. Well, I don’t think I would like to pursue that any 
further. I will leave that up to the committee. 

Mr. Movutprr. Maybe I didn’t make my question so clear. 

Would you prefer the form of government that we live under to 
that of the form of government of the Soviet Union ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Ferry. That, sir, is a matter of private opinion into which I 
don’t have to go into. 

Mr. Moutper. Then you are declining to answer for what reason? 

Mr. Fern. I beg pardon? I didn’t get the question. 

Mr. Moutper. You say you decline to answer ? 

Mr. Fern. Well, it isa speculative question, sir. 

Mr. Moutper. It is a very simple question. Would you prefer the 
Soviet Union form of government to be substituted in lieu of the 
form of government that we now enjoy in our country ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Fein. No. 

Mr. Movutner. Thank you. 

Proceed, Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Dorie. May I ask one more question ? 

You impress me as a person who had a wonderful educational ad- 
vantage and benefit. 

Mr. Fern. Thank you, sir. 
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Mr. Dovtx. Why don’t you help us by going back prior to August 
1953 and helping us to learn what you can tell us about how the Com- 
munist Party operates in infiltrating and trying to get control of 
groups or operating in educational circles? I know what the law is. 
T am not expected, as a matter of law, to draw any legal inference by 
reason of your answer that you made restricting yourself to August 
1953. But at the same time I know you expect me as one man to 
another to comprehend that prior to August 1953 there was a period 
of years when you did have, did gain information which would help 
us in our responsibilities. 

Why don’t you help us as much as you can instead of pulling that 
curtain down at that point ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Fern. Sir, if I knew of anyone who had done wrong, who had 
tried to perform any act inimicable to these United States, I would 
have been the first man to inform, I think, on that. 

Mr. Dorie. I am not insinuating or inferring that you did or 
anyone did in your presence. I do recognize that for a term of years 
you have been in possibly a very sensitive vocation. You are getting 
more into a sensitive area, I take it. 

T am on the Armed Services Committee so I know a little bit about 
that subject. 

But I am aware as man to man that there was a period prior to 
August 1953 in which you had some contacts with some people about 
whom you don’t want to speak and give any information to your own 
Congress. I assume for the purposes of this question that I am not 
entirely in error from what record we have about you that it was in 
connection with some people you knew about as Communists. 

Now, what did they do in their activity prior to August 1953? I 
am not insinuating that you were trying to bring on a forceful revolu- 
tion, nor am I assuming that those that you knew in the Communist 
Party were also trying to bring on a forceful revolution. But how 
did they infiltrate, how did they organize, how did they function? 
Even in the Armed Forces You might have known some men 
who were in uniform, you see. 

Is that a fair statement to you? Why don’t you help us? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Fern. I am sorry, sir, but I have declined previously to answer 
any questions in that area and I must respectfully submit 

Mr. Dorie. IT hope you will come to the time when the interests of 
your own Nation become more important than your own personal 
privilege. 

Mr. Movutprr. The witness is excused. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, before calling the next witness, may I 
make an announcement ? 

Yesterday a Mr. Charles Newell was identified by Mr. Penha as a 
person known by him to be a Communist. For the purpose of 
further clarification I want to make the record clear that the Charles 
Newell who was identified as a Communist is a person who has been 
a UE organizer and is presently on the West Coast. It is our in- 
formation that there is another Charles Newell presently living in 
this community, N-e-w-e-l-l, of the same name, who is not to be con- 
fused with the Charles Newell who was identified yesterday as a 
Communist. 
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Now, Mr. Chairman, if you please, with the pleasure of the com- 
mittee, I should like to call the next witness, Mr. Manuel Cordeiro. 

Kindly come forward and remain standing while the chairman 
administers the oath to you. 

Mr. Moutprr. Do you solemnly swear that the testimony which 
you are about to give before this committee of the United States 
Congress will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, 
so help you God ? 

Mr. Corvetro. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF MANUEL CORDEIRO, JR., ACCOMPANIED BY 
COUNSEL, GABRIEL KANTROVITZ 


Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself by name, residence, and occu- 
ation. 
R Mr. Corvrtro. Manuel Cordeiro, Jr., 234 Vermont Avenue, West 
Roxbury. Iam aclerk-typist. 

Mr. Arens. Where, please, sir ? 

Mr. Corperro. D. C. Andrews and Company, here in Boston. 

Mr. Arens. Give us a word of the nature of the occupation as a 
elerk-typist. What does the company do? 

Mr. Corvrrro. My company is an export firm. 

Mr. Arens. You are appearing today in response to a subpena which 
was served upon you by the House Committee on Un-American Activi- 
ties ? 

Mr. Corperro. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. And you are represented by counsel ? 

Mr. Corpetro. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Counsel, kindly identify yourself. 

Mr. Kantrovirz. Gabriel Kantrovitz, 294 Washington Street, Bos- 
ton. 

Mr. Arens. How long have you been so employed ? 

Mr. Corperro. I have been at D. C. Andrews for about 7 months now. 

Mr. Movunper. Would you speak into the microphone, directly into 
the microphone? We will be able to hear you better. 

Mr. Arens. And what was your employment immediately preced- 
ing your present employment ? 

Mr. Corpetro. I worked at the Colonial Tanning Company for 
about 3 years. 

Mr. Arens. In what capacity ? 

Mr. Corvetro. As a clerk-typist in their export department. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know a man by the name of Douglas Perry ? 

Mr. Corpetro. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know a man by the name of Armando Penha? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Corpetro. I respectfully decline to answer that question on the 
following grounds: 

I respectfully decline to answer that question by availing myself of 
my constitutional privilege as set forth in the first amendment guar- 
anteeing me freedom of associations; my right to do so has been clearly 
set forth by the Supreme Court in the Watkins decision; in its de- 
nouncement of these intrusions into the lives and affairs of private 
citizens, the Supreme Court has definitely ruled that this committee 
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has no general authority to expose the private affairs of individuals 
for the mere purpose of exposure. 

Mr. Arens. You said you know Douglas Perry. How do you know 
him ? 

Mr. Corpetro. Mr. Perry is married to my cousin. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know him in any other capacity ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Corpetro. I knew Mr. Perry as a union organizer. 

Mr. Arens. Tell us of any other way in which you have known him. 
T asked how you have known him. Please, sir, tell us the full truth. 
You took an oath to tell the truth. Tell us the whole truth, how you 
have known him. 

Mr. Corperro. I first met Mr. Perry as a union organizer, and in my 
associations with him, they were as a union organizer. Then he mar- 
ried my cousin so he became family. 

Mr. Arens. You took an oath to tell the whole truth. Have you 
told us the whole truth as to how you have known Douglas Perry? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. a Would you kindly restate that question again, 

please ? 
Mr. Arens. Yes, sir. The status of the record is this: I asked you 
if you knew Douglas Perry. You responded you did know him. I 
asked you in what capacity you have known him. I would like you to 
tell the whole truth as to how you have known him, the various 
capacities in which you have known him. Please respond to the ques- 
tion. You told us one capacity was as a union organizer. Now, 
complete your answer, if you please, sir. 

Mr. Corpetro. Yes. Well, as to the balance of the question I will 
have to invoke the first amendment and also the fifth. 

Mr. Arens. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Corperro. No, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever been a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Corpetro. I respectfully decline to answer that question on the 
grounds previously stated, and also on the fifth amendment protecting 
myself against self-incrimination. 

Mr. Arens. Were you a member of the Communist Party 1 year 
ago? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Corpetro. I would prefer to invoke my privileges on that ques- 
tion. 

Ee Arens. Were you a member of the Communist Party 6 months 
ago % 

"(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Corperro. I am not a member of the Communist Party now. 

ae Arrens. Were you a member of the Communist Party 6 months 
ago ? 

Mr. Corprrro. Now—— 

Mr. Arens. If you please, sir, may we stay on the point ? 

Mr. Corvetro. Yes. 

2s: Arens. Were you a member of the Communist Party 6 months 
ago % 
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Mr. Corvetro. I would like to answer that now. Iam not presently 
a member of the Communist Party and in regard to time I would 
invoke my privileges. 

Mr. Arens. Have you been a member, and I emphasize the word 
“member” of the Communist Party any time since the date on which 
you were served with your subpena to appear before the Committee 
on Un-American Activities ? 

Mr. Corpetro. No, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Have you been a member of the Communist Party 
any time in the course of the last month ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Corpetro. The answer to that is No. 

Mr. Arens. Have you been a member of the Communist Party any 
time in the course of the last 2 months? 

Mr. Corpremo. Again, I respectfully give the same answer I did 
before. I avail myself of my constitutional privileges and I do not 
wish to go into this monthly-yearly affair. 

Mr. Arens. Are you presently under Communist Party discipline? 

Mr. Corperro. Absolutely not. 

Mr. Arens. Have you been under Communist Party discipline any 
time in the last 3 months? 

Mr. CorpErro. Absolutely not. 

Mr. Arens. Have you been under Communist Party discipline any 
time in the course of the last year ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Corpetro. No, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that will con- 
clude the staff interrogation of this witness. 

Mr. Moutper. Mr. Doyle? 

Mr. Doyiy. Witness, were you a member of the same union, labor 
local, of which Mr. Perry, who married your counsin, was organizer ? 

Mr. Corprrro. Well, we were in the process of attempting to or- 
ganize, and we had no local. You understand that. We. wouldn’t 
have the local unless the motion was carried. 

Mr. Doris. But you went with him frequently, did you not, to 
different meetings, UE meetings, and he married your cousin. You 
went in the automobile. 

Mr. Corperro. I was active in the organizing or the attempting to 
organize long before Mr. Perry became a member of my family. 

Mr. Doyte. Oh, I see. 

Mr. Penha yesterday testified that Mr. Douglas Perry was taking 
the automobile and going to Communist Party meetings in different 
parts of the area, and then he would charge the gas and oil expense to 
go to Communist Party meetings against UE treasury. Did you ever 
go to any of those meetings where Mr. Perry, well known to you, 
charged the gas and oil to the union instead of the Communist Party ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Corpetro. I know Mr. Perry is an honest individual and that 
is as far as I can state for him. 

Mr. Doytr. You say you knew him to be an honest individual ? 

Mr. Corvetro. I know him to be an honest individual. 

Mr. Doyrter. Of course, if he did what Mr. Penha said, he wasn’t 
very honest, was he? He was a deliberate cheat of organized union 
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funds. That is what Communists are in a habit of doing with or- 
ganized union labor. They get their filthy hands on union money 
and appropriate it for Communist Party purposes. 

Mr. Corpeiro. Mr. 

Mr. Doyix. You do not know anything about that ? 

Mr. Corpetro. Mr. Doyle, I have no information into Mr. Perry’s 
life. 

Mr. Dorie. That is probably true. 

I want to say to you, young man, you are a fairly young man, I 
assume from your testimony you are not in the Communist Party 
now because you used the word “presently” I noticed. That means 
very recently you are not a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Corpvetro. That is true. 

Mr. Dorie. Well, you were in it one time, I am going to assume. 
Why don’t you make up to your country and do something posi- 
tive in the best interests of your country, something to make up for 
the time you were in that filthy outfit?) Why don’t you do something 
to strengthen the form of your own American Government, to make 
up for the weakness you contributed to it during the time you were 
in the Communist Party ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Corvetro. Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Doytxz. Yes. I hoped that would provoke some answer. What 
is your answer ? 

Mr. Corperro. As far as serving my country and attempting to 
serve it in the best of my capacity, I served in the Marine Corps. 

Mr. Doytx. Congratulations. 

Mr. Corprtro. Thank you. From December 1951 to December— 
no, let me get these dates right now. December 1951 to December 
1953. 

Mr. Arens. Tell the committee, please, sir, if during that period 
of time when you were in the Marine Corps you were likewise a 
member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Corperro. Would you repeat that question, please ? 

Mr. Arens. Yes, sir. Kindly tell the Congressmen whether or not 
during any of that period of your service in the Marine Corps you 
were likewise a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Corvetro. No, sir. Now, during my term in the Marine Corps 
I served it to the best of my ability. 

Mr. Dorie. Good. 

Mr. Corperro. And rose to the rank of sergeant. 

Mr. Doytr. Good. 

Mr. Corpetro. And was honorably released in December 1953. 

Mr. Doytr. Good. 

Mr. Corpetro. I received a letter of commendation from my com- 
manding oflicer, which for your information I would like to read into 
the record. 

Mr. Arens. Do you presently have information respecting persons 
known by you to be Cartinicts in the last 2 or 3 years in this 
vicinity ? 

Mr. Corpetro. May I conclude my answer to Congressman Doyle? 

Mr. Arens. Certainly. 

oi Corvetro. This is a letter I received from my commanding 
officer. 


at bin Ae 
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Mr. Doyir. What date is it, please? 

Mr. Corperro. December 3, 1953. 

Mr. Doyte. That is 5 years ago. 

Mr. Corprtro (reading) : 

My dear Mr. Cordeiro: I am writing at this time to express my appreciation 
of your services while attached to this squadron. Throughout your tour of 
duty at Cherry Point you performed your duties in an efficient manner and 
your willingness and cooperation were outstanding. 

I want to personally thank you and to offer my thanks for a most excellent 
job well done. 

Mr. Arens. Have you at any time since you received that letter 
disgraced the Marine Corps and the United States by joining an 
organization, or being a part of an organization, dedicated to the 
overthrow of the Government of the United States by force and 
violence ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Corperro. I would never do anything to disgrace the Marine 
Corps. 

Mr. Arens. More specifically, have you at any time since you 
received that letter been a member of the Communist Party ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Corprtro. In respect to the balance of the question I have to 
invoke the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Arens. If you gave a truthful answer to that question do you 
honestly apprehend you might be supplying information that could 
be used against you in acriminal proceeding ? 

Mr. Corvetro. Well, despite my innocence, sir, I honestly believe 
that unless I avail myself of my privilege under the fifth amendment 
T could possibly. 

Mr. Arens. Let us clear up this word “innocence” here. Have you 
been innocent of membership, affiliation, participation, activity in the 
Communist conspiracy any time since you received that letter from 
your commanding officer in the Marine Corps? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Corverro. I respectfully decline to answer that question, invok- 
ing the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kearney. Did your commanding officer know at the time he 
wrote that letter to you that you had been a member of the Com- 
munist Party? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Corvrtro. This letter from my commanding ofiicer is to eval- 
uate my service in the Marine Corps. 

Mr. Kearney. What date is the letter? 

Mr. Dorie. December 19538. 

Mr. Corprrro. Yes. December 3, 1953. 

Mr. Kearney. When you were a member of the United States 
Marine Corps, were you also a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Corvetro. No, sir. 

Mr. Kuarnrey. When were you a member of the Communist Party, 
before or after you joined the Marine Corps? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Corperro. I will have to respectfully decline to answer your 
question. 

Mr. Kearney. I thought so. 
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Mr. Doyiz. May I just ask you a question? You may not think 
this is pertinent. Maybe it isn’t. 

I would suggest that you write your commanding officer who wrote 
you that beautiful letter of commendation and tell him that you 
have been asked a question whether or not you were a member of the 
Communist Party at any time after you were honorably discharged 
from the Marines and you tell that commanding officer what the truth 
is. See what he says to you. Do you get my point, young man? 

Mr. Corprtro. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Dorie. You write your commanding officer and tell him 
whether or not you were a member of the Communist Party after 
he sent you this letter and see what he says to you. You tell the 
truth to him. 

Mr. Knrarney. Is that an order? 

Mr. Dorie. He wouldn’t be very proud of the training he gave you 
in the United States Marines to have you so conduct yourself after 
you got out of the Marines that you had to come in here and plead 
your constitutional privilege for fear that it might incriminate you. 
That isn’t the kind of conduct the United States Marines trained 
their boys to believe in. 

Mr. Moutper. Have you any questions, Mr. McIntosh? 

Mr. McInvosu. I have no questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Moutprer. Have you any questions, General Kearney ? 

Mr. Kearney. I have no questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Movutper. The witness is excused. 

Mr. Arens. The next witness, if you please, Mr. Chairman, will be 
Miss Olga Garezynski. 

Would you kindly come forward and remain standing while the 
chairman administers the oath to you? 

Mr. Movtprr. Would you hold up your right hand and be sworn? 

Do you solemnly swear the testimony you are about to give before 
this committee of the United States Congress will be the truth, the 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 


TESTIMONY OF OLGA GARCZYNSKI ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
LAWRENCE D. SHUBOW 


Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself, by name, residence, and 
occupation. 

Miss Garczynsx1. My name is Olga Garczynski. I live at 89 
Beetle Street, New Bedford, Massachusetts. My occupation is a punch 
press operator at the Royal Brand Cutlery Company in New Bedford 

Mr. Arens. Is it Miss or Mrs. ? 

Miss GarczynskI. Miss. 

Mr. Arrens. You are appearing today, Miss Garezynski, in response 
to a subpena which was served upon you by the House Committee on 
Un-American Activities? 

Miss Garczynsxi. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. And you have counsel? 

Miss Garczynsk1. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Counsel. kindly identify yourself ? 

Mr. Suuzow. Lawrence D. Shubow, Boston. 
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Mr. Arens. Miss G-a-r-c-z-y-n-s-k-1. 

Miss GarczyNski. It is pronounced G-a-r-s-i-n-s-k-i. Garsinski. 

Mr. Argens. We would like to have you help us on a proposition 
here. 

I have before me a copy of New World Review. This New World 
Review, so we have been advised, has been disseminated quite widely 
over the United States. It contains an article in here by a person 
known as Eulalia Figueiredo, who we understand was deported from 
the United States. Do you know that person ¢ 

Miss Garczynsxt. Yes, I know her. I know her as a friend and not 
as a Communist. 

Mr. Suusow. You mean you knew her. 

Miss Garcozynskt. I knew her as a friend and not as a Communist. 

Mr. Arens. Have you had any correspondence with her since she 
was deported ? 

Miss Garczynsxi. Yes. I have written to her through Mr. Ar- 
mando Penha. Mr. Penha had asked me to write to her. He had also 
asked me to ask her to send books and different whatever things there 
were and I handed it to Mr. Penha himself. 

Mr. Arens. What did you procure from this person whose name 
I also have difficulty pronouncing, Eulalia Figueiredo, who was de- 
ported to Poland? What have you procured from her in Poland? 

Miss Garczynsxi. Nothing. 

What did he say ? 

Mr. Suvpow. | think the word “procure” means did you receive 
anything personally from her. Did you get any mail back? 

Miss (ireerennat: Did I get any mail back? 

Mr. Arens. Yes, ma’am. 

Mr. Suusow. Did you receive any literature back? 

Miss Garczynski. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Did you receive any from her 

Miss GArczynsxI. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Any personally. 

Miss GarczyNnskr. Yes; through Armando Penha. I will say that 
again, because this is just exactly what he told me to do, and I am 
swearing under oath and telling the truth. 

Mr. Arens. Kindly tell us what you received from him. 

Mr. Suusow. Answer the question. 

Miss Garczynsxi. I don’t remember the book. 

- Mr. Arens. How many books? 

Miss Garcozynsxt. I only received one book and one paper. 

Mr. Arrens. When? 

Miss Garczynsxt. I don’t remember the year. 

Mr. Suusow. Approximately. Was it in the course of the last 
couple of years? Perhaps I could help you. 

Miss Garczynski. I don’t know whether it was 1953 or 1954, I 
don’t remember. 

Mr. Arens. Did you receive any material from her for publication 
in the United States? 

Miss Garczynskr. Not that Iremember; no. I don’t know of any. 

Mr. Arens. Did you receive an article from her entitled “In a 
Polish Cotton Mill’? 
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Miss Garczynsk1. That is the one book that came right to the home, 
mailed right to the house. . 

Mr. Arens. What did you do with it? 

Miss Garczynsxt. I gave it to Mr. Penha. 

Mr. Arens. Did you transmit this article or a copy of this article 
to the New World Review for publication ? 

Miss Garczynsxt. No, sir, I didn’t. 

Mr. Arens. Are you now, or have you ever been, a member of the 
Communist Party ? 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Miss Garczynskt. Excuse me. Would you please repeat that? 

Mr. Arens. Are you now, or have you ever been, a member of the 
Communist Party ? 

Miss Garczynski. I am not now a Communist; no. I have never 
been—I am not now a Communist. 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Miss Garczynsk1 (continuing). I am not now a member of the 
Communist Party. 

Mr. Arrns. Have you ever been a member of the Communist Party ? 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Miss Garozynsk1. I was brought into the Communist Party by Mr. 
Penha. 

Mr. Arens. When ? 

Miss Garozynski. In February 1953 and he was courting me at the 
time. 

Mr. Arens. And how long did you remain in the Communist Party ? 

Miss Garczynskr. Until 1956. 

Mr. Arens. During the course of your membership in the Com- 
munist Party to what cells or fractions or units of the Communist 
Party were you attached ? 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Miss GarczyNskt. Whatever Mr. Penha told me to go to, I went. 

Mr. Arens. Were you a member-at-large or were you a member of 
some cell of the Communist Party ? 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Miss GarczynskI. I don’t know. 

Mr. Arens. Did you resign from the Communist Party ? 

Miss Garczynskr. Not that I know. I don’t belong to the Com- 
munist Party. 

Mr. Arens. I perhaps misunderstood you. I thought you said 

Miss GarczynskIi. I said I was a member of the Communist Party 
in 1953, but I never belonged to any Communist Party. I never 
believed in communism. 

Mr. Arens. Did you join the Communist Party at the behest of 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation ? 

Miss Garczynski. After the Federal Bureau of Investigation 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Miss GArczynski. Mr. Penha invited me to go to meetings. 

Mr. Arens. Did Mr. Penha recruit you into the party ? 

Miss Garczynskt. He dragged me into this mess. I will tell you 
that. If it wasn’t by him I would never be in this mess. 

Mr. Arens. Did you resign from the Communist Party ? 
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Miss Garczynsxz. I just—he didn’t come up to the house any more 
after 1953—after the beginning of 1957 he stopped coming. So that 
was the end of whatever dirty work that he wanted me to do. 

Mr. Arens. Did you pay dues to the Communist Party ? 

Miss Garczynsk1. I didn’t pay dues. 

Mr. Arens. Did you participate in activities of the Communist 
Party? 

Miss GarczyNski. They participate? 

Mr. AreEns. Did you engage in activities of the Communist Party ? 
Did you do Communist Party work ? 

Miss GarczyNsxi. No. 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Miss GArczyNnsxkI. I am just so nervous. 

Mr. SuHupow. Sir, I think we have forgotten a question, not for- 
gotten but lost track of it. 

Mr. Arens. The question was, I asked her if she paid dues, had 
been a member, and any activities she engaged in in the Communist 

arty. 

Miss GarczyNskt. This last question, may I say what was it again? 

Mr. Arens. What did you do as a Communist ? 

Miss GarczyNskt. Whatever Mr. Penha told me to do. 

Mr. Arens. What did he tell you to do? 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Miss Garczynskr. He had brought books to my house and that one 
book you had shown me, that New World Review, he had brought that 
and some other books and he also had bought them from me and 
had also taken money from me. 

Mr. Arens. Did you, yourself, do anything as a Communist ? 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Miss GarczynskI. I went to the meetings that he told me to go. 

Mr. Arens. And where were those, please ? 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

(No response. ) 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest this witness now 
be temporarily excused from the witness stand but be continued under 
subpena, subject to call. 

Mr. Dore. Does the witness understand ? 

Miss GarczynskI. Whyisthatfor? Being subpenaed again? 

Mr. Dorr. You are not being aabperiaed again but your subpena 
is being continued over. 

Miss GarczyNnski. Until tomorrow? Until when? What is it? 
Today, tomorrow or 

Mr. Dorie. Just a minute, Witness. 

Mr. Arens. I will say continue her under subpena, if you please, 
Mr. Chairman, for the duration of our stay here in Boston, for the 
purpose of enabling the investigators of the staff to check out certain 
information and perhaps if it meets with the pleasure of the com- 
mittee, having a staff interview with this witness. It is obvious to me 
she either does not understand the questions or the type of informa- 
tion which we are seeking to elicit from her, she just does not possess. 
We do not want to waste the time either of the committee or the 
witness. 
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Miss GARCzYNSKI. Excuse me, Mr. Director, is it because you want 
to ask our man Penha and ask him whether I am lying over here or 
what? Ask him how long he courted me. Ask him how long he used 
me—lI don’t know what you would call it. When I came home from 
California in 1951 I was a free citizen and a good citizen and I am 
still now until he came into my life. And I am telling the God’s 
honest truth and I will swear on a thousand Bibles. 

Mr. Doyix. We will continue your subpena throughout these hear- 
ings, Madam. Our staff may want to question you in order to make 
clearer than apparently it is now to you. And so that will be the 
direction. 

Miss Garczynski. Until what time? Tomorrow, do I come in 
here? . 

Mr. Doytr. We will not fix a time for you tomorrow. We will be 
here anyway the rest of this week. 

Mr. Moutprr. Did I understand the witness is subject to recall? 

The subpena served upon you will remain in full force and effect 
and you will be subject to recall by the committee at any time. 

The witness is excused temporarily. 

Mr. Argens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that the next 
witness be Mr. Harold L. Lewengrub. 

Kindly come forward and remain standing while the chairman 
administers the oath to you. 

Mr. Movurwer. Do you solemnly swear that the testimony that you 
are about to give before this committee of the United States Congress 
will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help 
you God ? 

Mr. Lewenervs. Yes, sir. 


TESTIMONY OF HAROLD LESTER LEWENGRUB, ACCOMPANIED BY 
COUNSEL, WILLIAM P. HOMANS, JR. 


Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself by name, residence, and occu- 

ation. 

Mr. Lewrencrus. My name is Harold Lester Lewengrub. And I 
live at 68 Lawrence Avenue, Roxbury, and I am a clothing worker. 

Mr. Arens. Where? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Lewencrvs. Sir, would you tell me how this question is perti- 
nent to the subject matter ? 

Mr. Arens. Yes. In brief, for the purpose of identification please 
tell the committee where you are employed. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Lewencrous. Tremont Clothing Company. 

Mr. Arens. You are appearing today in response to a subpena 
which was served upon you by the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities ? 

Mr. Lewrenecrus. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. And you are represented by counsel ? 

Mr. LewEenerus. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Counsel, kindly identify yourself. 

Mr. Homans. My name is William P. Homans, Jr. I have offices 
at 1 Court Street, in Boston, Massachusetts. 
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Mr. Arens. How long have you been employed at your present 
place of employment ? 

Mr. Lewencrus. I have been in the clothing industry since 1928. 

Mr. Arens. How about employed at your present place of employ- 
ment ? 

Mr. Movurper. We can’t hear the answers given by the witness, Mr. 
Arens. 

Mr. Lewenerus. Since I believe 1947. 

Mr. Arens. Has that been your sole occupation since 1947, your sole 
gainful occupation ? 

Mr. Lewrenecrus. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know a person by the name of Kileen Breen ? 

Mr. Lewenervs. Sir, I would like to object to this question on the 
grounds that the resolution under which this committee functions is 
too vague and broad under the holdings of the Watkins v. United 
States decision. 

Mr. Mourprr. The witness cannot object to the question. Are you 
declining to answer the question for some reason? If so, you can 
decline to answer and state your reasons why you decline. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Lewenervs. Sir, would you tell me why or how this question is 
pertinent ? 

Mr. Mourper. Advise the witness, if you will, Mr. Arens. 

Mr. Arens. The Committee on Un-American Activities is undertak- 
ing to develop factual information to enable this committee to recom- 
mend legislation to protect this Nation under whose flag you have pro- 
tection against the operation of this Godless, atheist Communist con- 
spiracy that is threatening to destroy the world. As a part of that 
accumulation of factual material we want to get as much material as 
we can on espionage and on sabotage and on underground operations 
of this conspiratorial operation. 

We have been advised and we want to interrogate you about that 
at one time you were a driver, a courier for this operation and that in 
the process of your functions as a courier for this operation you used 
an automobile that was the property of one Eileen Breen and now we 
would like to ask you about it, so if we could get information from you 
we can take that information back to Washington, stack it up with 
other information that we have been accumulating over this Nation, 
for the purposes of considering, perhaps recommending legislation to 
strengthen the laws of this Nation against the underground operations 
of this conspiratorial Communist operation. 

Kindly tell us now, sir, if you know a person by the name of Eileen 
Breen. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Lewrencrus. Would you kindly state the question again ? 

Mr. Arens. Do you know, or have you ever known, a person by the 
name of Kileen Breen ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Lewenecrvp. Sir, I would like to at this time avail myself of the 
first amendment in regards to association, freedom of association. 

Mr. Arens. Do you have another reason ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Lewenervus. Reason for what? 
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Mr. Arens. For declining to answer the question. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Lewenervs. Sir, may I have a ruling on this objection ? 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest the witness now 
be ordered and directed to answer the question | as to whether or not 
he knows or has known Eileen Breen. 

Mr. Movutper. The witness is ordered and directed to answer the 
question. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I do not think the committee should be 
obliged to wait forever for an answer. We have explained to the 
witness the pertinency of the question. He has refused to answer 
the question. He has invoked the first amendment. He has been 
directed to answer the question. He still declines to answer it. I 
propose to ask him another question and let the consequences come 
as they may. 

Kindly tell this committee if you had any other gainful employment 
in the last ten years, other than the employment in the clothing 
industry. 

Mr. Homans. May the record show the witness was not given an 
opportunity to consider the last question ? 

Mr. Arens. Counsel, you have been advised, sir, that under the rules 
of this committee your sole and exclusive prerogative is to advise your 
client. 

Mr. Homans. I am directed to protect my: clients rights, also. 

Mr. Arens. Kindly answer the question. 

Mr. Lewenervs. State the question again. 

Mr. Arens. The question is: Have you had any gainful employ- 
ment or occupation, sir, in the course of the last five years, other than 
your employment in the clothing industry ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Lewenervs. No. 

Mr. Arens. Have you received payment for services of any kind 
performed by yourself 

Mr. Lewenervs. No. 

Mr. AREns. in the last five years, other than your services in 
the clothing industry ? 

Mr. Lewenervs. No, sir. 

(At this point Mr. Kearney left the hearing room.) 

ee oe Do you know a person by the name of Sidney Lip- 
shires ? 

Mr. Lewencrus. Sir, I decline to answer on the grounds of the 
first amendment. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest the witness be 
ordered and directed to answer the question; and to make the record 
abundantly clear I will explain to you now it is our information, 
among other things, that you have been a driver in the underground 
for one Sidney Lipshires who was the successor of Mike Russo as the 
head of a certain part of the apparatus of the Communist conspiracy 
in this area. 

Now, sir, kindly answer the question. Do you know, or have you 
known, Sidney Lipshires? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 
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Mr. Lewenerve. Sir, I take my privilege under the fifth amend- 
ment. 

Mr. Arens. Under the fifth amendment ? 

Mr. Lewrnerus. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Do you own an automobile ? 

Mr. Lewencrus. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Have you in the course of the last 5 years used your 
automobile for courier purposes in the Communist Party ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Lewenerve. I didn’t get that question. Will you please restate 
it ? 

Mr. Arens. Have you used your automobile for courier purposes 
in the Communist Party ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Lewenerve. Sir, I will have to utilize my privilege under the 
fifth amendment. 

Mr. Arens. The fifth amendment; is that correct? 

Mr. Lewrnervs. [ Nods affirmatively. ] 

Mr. Arens. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Lewenervs. Sir, I wish to use my 

Mr. Movrper. Speak louder, so we can hear what you are saying, 
rlease. 

Mr. Lewrncrvs. I want to utilize the first amendment on the ques- 
tion of association, and also the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Movutper. I didn’t understand what your response was. 

Mr. Lewenervs. That I take my privilege under the first amend- 
ment in regards to association plus my privilege under the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Arens. Were you in the military service from 1943 to 1945 ? 

Mr. Lewencrus. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. During that period of time were you a member of the 
Communist conspiracy ? 

Mr. Lewenerve. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds of 
the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Arens. Did you have a commision in the Army ? 

Mr. Lewrncrus. I was promoted if that is what—no—I had no—I 
wasn’t an officer. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know aman by the name of Armando Penha? 

Mr. Lewenervs. I want to adopt my privilege under the first 
amendment. 

Mr. Arens. Under what? 

Mr. Lewenervs. First amendment. 

(At this point Mr. Kearney returned to the hearing room. ) 

Mr. Arens. You are not invoking the fifth amendment ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Lewencrvs. Just the first amendment. 

Mr. Arens. I merely want the record to be clear. 

I now respectfully request, Mr. Chairman, that the witness be ordered 
and directed to answer the question as to whether or not he knows 
Armando Penha, the man who testified yesterday. 

Mr. Movuxprr. The witness is so ordered and directed to answer the 
question. 

Mr. Lewencrus. Then I will have to take my privilege under the 
fifth amendment. 
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Mr. Arrens. Mr. Penha yesterday testified under oath, laid his lib- 
erty on the line, because if he lied to this committee, he will be prose- 
cuted along with anyone else—he said that he was an undercover agent 
for the Federal Bureau of Investigation. This man has told us in 
session after session about your activities in the Communist conspira- 
torial underground apparatus. 

I should like to ask you now: Are you now, or have you been in the 
course of the recent past, an instrumentality of the underground appa- 
ratus in this vicinity of the Communist conspiracy ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Lewenecrvs. Sir; I don’t know what you mean by underground 
apparatus. 

Mr. Arens. Let us probe that a little and see. Maybe we can help 

our recollection. It is the information of this committee, which has 
en amply, abundantly verified, by perhaps thousands and tens of 
thousands of words during the course of the last several months, that 
there has been an underground apparatus of the Communist Party 
here in the New England area. One Mike Russo was at one time 
one of the leaders of it. Sidney Lipshires was one time one of the lead- 
ers of it. It was part of the Communist Party that was not on the 
surface. At the present time about 90 percent below the ground, 
withdrawn, secreted. It isthe information of this committee that you 
were part of that apparatus. Kindly deny it while you are under oath 
if you care to do so. 

Mr. Lewenerve. Sir, I wish to avail myself of the fifth amendment. 
Mr. Arrns. Do you have a better explanation now or understanding 
of what we mean by the term “underground” ? 

Mr. Lewenervs. Well, I believe so. 

Mr. Arens. You have had that understanding right along; have 
you not ? 

Mr. Lewenecrvs. It isa question of opinion. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that will conclude 
the staff interrogation of this witness. 

Mr. Movuxprer. Mr. Doyle, do you havea question ? 

Mr. Doytr. Witness, you have been here in the courtroom all after- 
noon, have you not, with your counsel ? 

Mr. Lewenervs. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Dorie. You have been there in the front row, there on the left. 
Tam sure Isaw you there. So you heard our director, Mr. Arens, who 
just questioned you, when he explained to the 4 or 5 witnesses who 
preceded you what this hearing was about. You heard him explain 
that to each of those 4 or 5 witnesses, did you not? 

Mr. Lewencrus. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Doyzz. So that when you asked him to explain the pertinency 
of this investigation and these questions, you had already heard him 
explain to 4 or 5 other witnesses what the investigation was about had 
you not? 

Mr. Lewrenerves. I had heard it. 

Mr. Dorie. Sure. The reason I asked you this question is in that 
prepared statement which you read you referred to the Watkins de- 
cision. Had you ever read the Watkins decision ? 

Mr. Lewenervs. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Doyrz. You have? I thought so. That is why I asked you 
this question because I was quite sure that you had read it and your 
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question about pertinency is mentioned in that decision, as you know. 
And I wanted to have the record speak clearly so that if it goes to court 
it will show in the court record that you had heard this question of 
pertinency described in detail to four or five other witnesses just be- 
fore you took the witness chair between 2: 30 and 5:00 when you were 
called, so there is no need of Mr. Arens again taking time to explain 
to you because you heard it explained four to six times. 

Now, one more question: You heard what Mr. Arens, our director, 
said that Mr. Penha swore under oath about you using an automobile 
as a courier or to transport people for the Communist Party in this 
area. Was Mr. Penha telling the truth or was he telling a he? 

Now, answer that question. Your counsel is right by yourside. He 
can advise you as to your constitutional rights. Here is a free and 
open opportunity with legal advice right by you to come right clean 
and clear in your own community and tell for the record under oath 
whether or not Mr. Penha was lying or telling the truth. Which was 
he doing? 

Mr. Lewencrvs. I decline to answer that question on the grounds 
of the first amendment. 

Mr. Doyte. Of course that does not deal with associations, does it ? 

We are asking you to tell whether or not he was lying or telling the 
truth. 

Mr. Lewencrus. That would indicate whether I know him or not. 

Mr. Dorie. What? 

Mr. Lewenervus. That would indicate whether I know him or not. 

Mr. Dorin. You do not suppose we are entirely uninformed, do you? 
We would not be asking you some of these questions if we did not 
know some of the answers ahead of time. You cannot entirely fool us. 

That is all, Mr. Witness. 

Mr. Movuxper. Are there any other questions? General Kearney, 
have you any questions? 

Mr. Kearney. I have no questions. 

Mr. Moutper. The witness is excused. 

I want to inquire of counsel the names of witnesses, and I suggest 
he announce in the hearing room at this time, the names of the wit- 
nesses he wishes to appear at 7: 30 p. m. this evening. 

Mr. Arens. May I first ask, Mr. Chairman, if Miss or Mrs. Kitty 
Heck is in the hearing room ? 

A subpena was issued for her. We have not heard from the United 
States Marshal, in that particular instance, whether a subpena has 
been served, so we are at a loss whether or not she is here. 

Mr. Chairman, it is our plan to call three witnesses this evening— 
Daniel Boone Schirmer and James Rex. Thereafter it is our inten- 
tion that Armando Penha resume the stand this evening and we hope 
that if it meets with the approval of the committee, to conclude with 
him this evening. 

Mr. Movutprr. Are the persons named in the hearing room? 

Mr. Rex. Mr. Chairman, I am James Rex. I live in Fall River. 
If I stay over for this meeting tonight I won’t be able to get back to 
Fall River and I am without the funds to stay overnight in Boston. 

Would I be taken care of with funds, with hotel bills? 

Mr. Moutprr. You may come around and testify if you will take 
the witness stand at this time. 
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Mr. Rex. Yes, any time. 

Mr. Movuuprr. Just come around and be sworn. Hold up your 
right hand. 

Mr. Rex. May I consult a moment with an attorney ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Rex. I wish to affirm. 

Mr. Movutprr. Do you solemnly aflirm that the testimony you are 
about to give will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
{ruth ? 

Mr. Rex. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF JAMES REX, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
WILLIAM P. HOMANS, JR. 


Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself by name, residence, and occu- 
pation. 

Mr. Rex. May I consult my attorney ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Rex. My name is James Rex. I live at 476 Cambridge Street, 
Fall River, Mass. I am retired and do part-time sales work. 

Mr. Arens. You are appearing today in response to a subpena which 
was served upon you by the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities? 

Mr. Rex. Yes. 

Mr. Aruns. And you are represented by counsel ? 

Mr. Rex. Yes, I am. 

Mr. Arens. Counsel, will you please identify yourself on this 
record ? 

Mr. Homans. William P. Homans, Jr. I am of Boston. 

At this point I would like to say that this client was referred to me 
by the Boston Bar Association which has been attempting to find 
counsel for him all day and, as I understand it, yesterday. I have not 
had an opportunity to consult with my client, and I am representing 
him at the request of the Boston Bar Association without charge. 

Mr. ane Mr. Rex, are you now a member of the Communist 
Party? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Rex. I refuse to answer the question, sir, on the grounds that it 
might tend to incriminate or degrade me—the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Arens. What isa mail drop? Can you help us on that? 

Mr. Rex. What isa mail drop? 

Mr. Arens. Yes, sir; do you know ? 

Mr. Rex. Never heard of it. 

Mr. Arens. Your home has been used as a mail drop for the Com- 
munist Party, has it not? 

Mr. Rex. I don’t know what a mail drop is. Would you define a 
mail drop ? 

Mr. Arnns. Has your home been used as a place where Communist 
Party directives have been processed from one area of the United 
States to another? 

Mr. Rex. I decline to answer the question on the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Arens. To what organizations do you belong—of a non- 
Communist, nonsensitive, innocent variety ? 

Mr. Rex. None. 
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Mr. Kearney. What organizations do you belong to of a sensitive 
nature ? 

Mr. Rex. None that I know of. 

Mr. Krarney. Are you a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Rex. I have already refused to answer that question, sir, on 
the grounds of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Arens. Did you serve in the United States military ? 

Mr. Rex. [ have. 

Mr. Arens. Over what period of time, sir? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Rex. Yes, sir. I have been a member of the armed services, 
a volunteer member of the armed services, the United States Navy 
in the First World War. I was honorably discharged as a first-class 
machinists mate torpedo man on July 1, 1920. 

Mr. Arens. During any of that period of time were you a member 
of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Rex. At that time there was no Communist Party in the United 
States that I ever heard of. 

Mr. Arens. Is that the only military service which you have had? 

Mr. Rex. That is the only military service that I have ever had. 

Mr. Arsns. Do you know a man by the name of Armando Penha? 

Mr. Rex. Do you mean the man that was castigated here as the 
man who was two-timing his wife from this chair here a few minutes 
ago? Isthat the man you are referring to? 

Mr. Arens. Kindly answer the question, sir. Do you know a man 
by the name of Armando Penha ? 

Mr. Rex. Which Penha are you referring to? Which address? 
Where does he live? Where does he live? 

Mr. Arens. Go right ahead and talk. 

: Mr. Rex. I am not talking at all. I am asking you where does he 
ive. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest the witness be 
ordered and directed to answer the question whether or not he knows 
a person by the name of Armando Penha. 

Mr. Movtper. The witness is ordered and directed to answer the 
question. Do you know anyone by that name regardless of where 
he lived ? 

Mr. Rex. I would like to know where he lived. There might be 
several Armando Penhas. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know of any ? 

Mr. Rex. I refuse to answer the question on the grounds of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Arens. Armando Penha testified he knew you as a Communist. 
Was he telling the truth or was he in error in that testimony ? 

Mr. Rex. It is my opinion that a man that two-times his wife would 
be distrustful on anything. 

Mr. Arens. Then would you kindly stand up like a red-blooded 
American and deny the identification of yourself as a member of the 
Communist conspiracy while you are under oath ? 

Mr. Rex. I will not do that. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that that con- 
cludes the staff interrogation of this witness. 

Mr. Rex. Thank you, sir. 
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Mr. Chairman, in the blue book here it says something about re- 
muneration for expenses for coming up here. How do I take care of 
that ? 

Mr. Moutper. You sign a voucher and you will receive a witness 
fee by signing the voucher. 

Who are the other witnesses to appear this evening ? 

Mr. Arens. Just two others. Daniel Boone Schirmer, if you please, 
Mr. Chairman, and Mr. Penha will appear this evening. 

Mr. Moutprr. Are both of the parties named here ? 

Mr. Wuiresipr. Mr. Schirmer is here. 

Mr. Scuremer. I am here, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Moutper. The committee will recess until 7: 30 p. m. 

(Whereupon, at 5:35 p. m., Wednesday, March 19, 1958, the sub- 
committee recessed to reconvene at 7: 30 p. m. the same day.) 


EVENING SESSION, WEDNESDAY, MARCH 19, 1958 


(Committee members present: Representatives Moulder, Doyle, 
Kearney, and McIntosh.) 

Mr. Mouxper. The committee will be in order. 

Call the first witness. 

Mr. Arens. Daniel B. Schirmer, kindly come forward. 

And may I ask, Mr. Chairman, is there some way these lights can 
be turned up a little bit, Mr. Marshal. 

Mr. Wuiresipr. We didn’t mean those lights, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Scumemer., I would rather not have television, sir. 

Mr. Movutper. Do you solemnly swear that the testimony which you 
are about to give before this committee of the United States Congress 
will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help 
you God? 

Mr. Scutrmer. I do. 

Mr. Moutper. Be seated. 


TESTIMONY OF DANIEL B. SCHIRMER, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
HOWARD S. WHITESIDE 


Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself, sir, by name, residence, and 
occupation. 

Mr. Scuirmer. My name is Daniel B. Schirmer. I live at 35 Fay- 
ston Street, Roxbury, and my occupation is salesman. 

Mr. Arens. For what organizations, please, sir? 

Mr. Scurrmer. I am self-employed. 

Mr. Arens. In what type of work? 

Mr. Scurirmer. Sales. 

Mr. Arens. What do you sell? 

Mr. Scuirmer. A common household item. 

Mr. Arens. You are appearing today, Mr. Schirmer, in response 
to a subpena which was served upon you by the House Committee on 
Un-American Activities? 

Mr. ScutrMer. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. And you are represented by counsel ? 

Mr. Scuirmer. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Counsel, kindly identify yourself. 
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Mr. Wutresipr. My name is Howard S. Whiteside, with offices at 
30 State Street, Boston. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Schirmer, for the purposes of identification, kindly 
tell us, have you ever used any name other than the name Daniel B. 
Schirmer ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Scutrmer. Mr. Director, I refuse to answer that on the grounds 
that I will not be a witness against myself. 

Mr. Arens. Do you honestly apprehend, sir, that if you told this 
committee truthfully whether or not you had ever used any name 
or gone under any name other than the name Daniel B. Schirmer you 
would be supplying information which might be used against you in 
a criminal proceeding? 

Mr. Scutrmer. My conscience is completely clear of any wrong- 
doing, but to answer might provide a link in a chain of evidence that 
might be used against me in some proceeding. 

Mr. Arrns. Kindly tell us now, please sir, a word about your early 
life, where and when were you born? 

Mr. Scutrme_r. I was born in Greenwich, Connecticut, on February 
29.1 1915: 

Mr. Arens. And a word about your education, please sir. 
ere Scuirmer. I graduated from Harvard College in 1937 with a 

Mr. Arens. Will you kindly trace for us the principal employments 
you have had since completing your formal education ? 

Mr. Scurirmer. I refuse to answer on the grounds I will not be a 
witness against myself. 

Mr. Arzens. What was your first principal employment after you 
concluded your formal education at Harvard in 1937 ? 

Mr. Scutrmer. Again I refuse to answer on the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Arens. How long did that first principal employment endure? 

Mr. Scuremer. I decline to answer. I will not be a witness against 
myself. 

Mr. Arens. Please tell us about the second principal employment 
you had since you completed your education at Harvard University. 

Mr. Scutrmer. I will not be a witness against myself, Mr. Director. 

Mr. Arens. Do you mean by that to convey the position that if 
you would answer the question truthfully while you are under oath 
you would be supplying information which might be used against you 
in a criminal proceeding? 

Mr. Scuirmer. Again I must say that my conscience is completely 
clear, that this might provide a link in the chain of evidence that 
could be used in an unjust proceeding against me. 

Mr. Arens. How long have you been employed at your present place 
of employment ? 

Mr. Scurrmer. About two—rather, I have been working as a sales- 
man, let’s put it that way, self-employment for about two years. 

Mr. Arens. What is the nature of the article which you sell? 

Mr. Scuirmer. As I said, Mr. Director, it is a common household 
item, and it has absolutely and completely no relationship to the 
Communist Party or to communism; therefore I believe its precise 
nature is irrelevant to the proceedings. 
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Mr. Arens. Is it an article that you sell from house to house or do 
you sell to brokers or merchants? 

Mr. Scuirmer. My commercial relations, sir, have absolutely noth- 
ing to do with communism or the Communist Party. Therefore, I 
refuse to answer on the grounds that this question is not pertinent. 

Mr. Arens. What was your employment immediately prior to your 
present employment ? 

Mr. Scutrmer. Before I became self-employed, sir, as a salesman; I 
must again refuse to answer on the grounds of not wishing to become 
a witness against myself. 

Mr. Arens. How long did the employment endure which immedi- 
ately preceded your present employment ? 

Mr. Scuirmer. Again I must decline on the same grounds. 

Mr. Arrns. Have you been engaged in any employment since you 
graduated from Harvard University with a BA degree in 1937 
until you assumed your present employment, concerning which you 
can tell the Committee on Un-American Activities without revealing 
information which might be used against you in a criminal proceeding? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Scuirmer. I served in the American Armed Forces from 1944 
to 1946. 

Mr. Arens. Did you have a commission in the Army ? 

Mr. Scutrmer. No, Mr. Director. I ended up as a T-4, I believe, 
starting, of course, as a private. 

Mr. Arens. And asa prerequisite to attaining your status as a mem- 
ber of the Armed Forces of the United States did you take an oath? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Scutrmer. I believe so, as I recall, sir. 


Mr. Arens. Did that oath encompass a commitment to support and 


defend the Constitution of the United States ? 

Mr. Scuirmer. As I recall, and I was proud and glad to take it. 

Mr. Arens. Did you have any mental reservations at the time you 
took that oath? 

Mr. Scutrmer. None whatsoever. 

Mr. Arens. Were you a member of an organization devoted to the 
destruction of the Constitution of the United States as of the time you 
took that oath ? 

Mr. Scuirmer. Not tomy knowledge. 

Mr. Arens. Were you a member of the Communist Party as of the 
time you took that oath? 

Mr. Scuirmer. I must decline to answer on the grounds that I don’t 
wish to be a witness against myself. 

Mr. Arens. Where did you serve in the military ? 

Mr. Scutruer. I was of course—I had my basic training in Ala- 
bama for 13 weeks, and then I was sent to the Mediterranean theater, 
to the Italian Peninsula. ; 

Mr. Arens. During the course of your service in the Communist 
Party did you report to or receive instructions from any person known 
to you to bea member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Scuirmer. Will you please repeat the question 

Mr. Arens. Perhaps the question may have been cumbersomely 
worded. 
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During the course of your service in the United States Army did 
you report to or receive information from any person who was known 
to you to be a member of the Communist Party 4 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Scuremer. I must decline, sir, to answer that question on the 
grounds of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Arens. During the course of your service in the United States 
Army did you receive or transmit any confidential or security infor- 
mation to a person who was not authorized by law to receive the same? 

Mr. Scutrmer. No, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Did you receive any instructions as to your conduct by 
any person known by you to have been a Communist ? 

Mr. Scutrmer. No, sir. 

Mr. Arens What was your employment immediately after your 
discharge from the military ? 

Mr. Scurrmer. I must decline to answer that question, Mr. Direc- 
tor. 

Mr. Arens. With the exception of your service in the United States 
Army from November 1944 to July of 1946, and your present employ- 
ment, have you been engaged in any principal occupation concerning 
which you can tell the Committee on Un-American Activities without 
revealing information which might be used against you in a criminal 
proceeding ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Scummer. Well, I have told you my present work and my 2 
years’ experience in the Army and outside of that, Mr. Director, I 
must claim the privilege. 

Mr. Arens. Let the record be clear. The blind is down, the iron 
curtain is down from the standpoint of us procuring information on 
all principal employments with the exception of your present employ- 
ment and your service in the United States Army, is that correct ? 

Mr. Scuirmer. I don’t know about any iron curtain. I know about 
our Constitution and the right under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Arens. Are you presently a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Scutrmer. I must decline to answer that. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know an individual by the name of Armando 
Penha ? 

Mr. Scurruer. I would not publicly boast of acquaintanceship with 
two-timing informers and I must respectfully decline to answer that 
on the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Arens. Look to my right, to see the gentleman who is standing 
there, and tell me whether or not you are acquainted with him. 

Mr. Scuirmer. The same answer. 

Mr. Kearney. Did you look at him? 

Mr. Scutrmer. I looked at him now, sir; I didn’t beforehand. 

Mr. Kearney. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. This man yesterday took an oath before this committee 
and testified for many years he was an undercover agent of this Gov- 
ernment in the Communist conspiracy, a great sacrifice to himself, 
for the purpose of procuring information about persons, principally 
United States citizens, who are under the protection of the flag of 
this Government, who are engaged in this conspiratorial operation 
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against this Government. In the course of his testimony while he 
was under oath he said that while he was serving in this conspiracy 
at the behest of the Federal Bureau of Investigation he knew you as 
a member of the District Committee Secretariat of the Communist 
Party. Was he telling the truth or was he in error? 

Mr. Scurrmer. I would not want to enter into controversies with 
informers, and I must respectfully decline to answer that on the 
grounds that I will not be a witness against myself. 

Mr. Arens. Do you care to avail yourself of the opportunity to 
deny being part and parcel of the Communist conspiracy in this 
Nation ? 

Mr. Scutrmer. I know nothing of any conspiracy. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know anything about the first part of the ques- 
tion, the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Scutrmer. That is a matter upon which I must claim the 
privilege. 

Mr. Doyte. I think, Mr. Chairman, didn’t the gentleman open 
that up when he said he didn’t know anything about conspiracy? 
Shouldn’t he be instructed to answer that question ? 

Mr. Movtper. I think he should, if you wish the witness to be 
instructed. 

He is ordered and directed to answer the question. At the request 
of the committee the witness is ordered and directed to answer the 
question. 

Mr. Scuirmer. Would the question be restated, please? 

Mr. Arrns. Mr. Reporter, read the question please. 

(Record read by the reporter as requested.) 

Mr. Scuirmer. I again refuse to answer on the grounds that I will 
not be a witness against myself. 

Mr. Arens. It is the information of this committee that you went 
underground in 1952. Would you kindly explain to the committee 
what is meant by going underground ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Scuirmer. Well, sir; I must claim the fifth on that question. 

Mr. Arens. Is there any period of your life in the course of the last 
five years when you were for a prolonged period separated from your 
personal family ¢ 

Mr. Scuirmer. I must again claim the fifth on that, Mr. Director. 

Mr. Arens. The fact is, is it not, that one period some few years 
ago when you went into the underground you were separated from 
your wife and family for a considerable period of time when you 
were undertaking to lose your identity? If that is not true please 
deny it while you are under oath. 

Mr. Scuirmer. I decline to answer that on the grounds that I will 
not be a witness against myself. 

Mr. Arens. Do you honestly apprehend, sir, if you gave a truthful 
answer to that question now you would be supplying information 
which might be used against you in a criminal proceeding ? 

Mr. Scuirmer. Again I must say, Mr. Director, that my conscience 
is completely clear of any wrongdoing, but that to answer that question 
might provide a link in the chain of evidence which could be used in 
an unjust proceeding against me. ; 

Mr. Arens. If you were prosecuted under the Smith Act as a mem- 
ber of an organization dedicated to the overthrow of the Government 
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of the United States by force and violence, would that be an unjust 
prosecution ? 

Mr. Scnirmer. I believe that that was an unjust prosecution and as 
I recall the Government dropped the case for lack of evidence. 

Mr. Arens. Are you a member of an organization dedicated to the 
overthrow of the Government by force and violence ? 

Mr. Scuirmer. Not to my knowledge. 

Mr. Arens. Are you a member of an organization controlled by a 
foreign power ¢ 

Mr. Scuirmer. Not to my knowledge. 

Mr. Arens. Give us, if you please, sir, the name of every person 
known by you to be a member of the Communist conspiracy with whom 
you have conferred prior to your appearance before this committee 
and after you received your subpena. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Scuirmer. [I decline on that, Mr. Director. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know or have you ever known a person by the 
name of Crowley—Francis X. T. Crowley ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Scuirmer. I am sorry, sir. I cannot recollect any such person 
at this point. 

Mr. Arens. May I perhaps refresh your recollection ¢ 

Under date of June 28, 1954, a person by the name of Francis X. T. 
Crowley testified before the Committee on Un-American Activities 
and in the course of his testimony he stated that while he was a member 
of the Communist Party—I am paraphrasing it—while he was a mem- 
ber of the Communist Party he knew Daniel Boone Schirmer to be a 
member of the Communist Party. 

Does that refresh your recollection ? 

Mr. Scuirmer. No, sir; I do not recollect anyone by that name. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know, or have you ever known, a person by the 
name of Herbert E. Robbins? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Scuirmer. I must decline to answer that, sir. I don’t wish to 
be a witness against myself. 

Mr. Arens. Were you a member of the Communist Party at any 
time during your attendance at Harvard University ? 

Mr. Scuirmer. I must decline to answer that again on the same 
grounds. : 

Mr. Arens. Do you know, or have you ever known, a person by the 
name of Herbert A. Philbrick ? 

Mr. Scuirmer. Again I don’t like to boast of any acquaintance with 
informers, and I refuse to answer that respectfully on the grounds of 
the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Arens. There is not much possibility that you are an informer, 
is there, that you are in the party at the behest of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation and some day might tell us some things? 

Mr. Scuirmer. There is no chance of that. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever lived in Vermont ? 

Mr. Scuirmer. I must refuse to answer that, sir. 

Mr. Arpns. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that the witness 
be ordered and directed to answer the question as to whether or not 
he has ever lived in Vermont. 
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Mr. Scutrmer. I must answer that, that I refuse. I must refuse to 
answer that, Mr. Chairman, on the grounds that I don’t wish to be a 
witness age ainst mysel{—the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully point out the ludicrous 
situation, that there is undoubtedly an infinite number of situations 
in which a person could be a resident of the State of Vermont without 
in any sense, by just being a resident of Vermont, be obliged to give 
testimony against himself. 

Mr. Mounprr. I have never been in Vermont, but I could never 
understand how it could incriminate you to testify whether or not 
you ever lived in Vermont. 

Mr. Scuirmer. It is a beautiful state, sir. 

Mr. Mounper. Therefore, the committee directs the witness to answer 
the question. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Scuirmer. Mr. Director, I must stand by my answer and say 
that that might provide a link in the chain of evidence against me. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that will con- 
clude the interrogation of this witness. 

Mr. Krarney. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Moutper. General Kearney is recognized. 

Mr. Kearney. [ hope the gentleman isn’t a drinking man. 

Mr. Scuirmer. No,sir, I can answer that without any fear. 

Mr. Kearney. I was going to say that I thought that thirty-four 
“fifths” taken in less than half an hour is quite a lot. 

Mr. Moutper. Have you any questions, Mr. Doyle? 

Mr. Doyte. I couldn’t quite hear, Mr. Schirmer, how many years 
you had been self-employed. Was it two? 

Mr. Scuirmer. Two. 

Mr. Dorie. Then you were in the Army 2 years ? 

Mr. Scutrmer. That is right. 

Mr. Doytr. That is4 years. You graduated from Harvard College 
with a degree in 1937. That means you have been out of college 21 
years. You are able and willing to account for 4 years, without your 
claiming it might incriminate you. So there are 17 years out of 21 
since you oraduated from Harvard in which you feel that if you 
answered the questions honestly and fully it might incriminate you. 

Well, it is an unusual record, sure—yet not for one in the Commu- 
nist Par ty. 

May I ask you this: Are you now a full-time paid employee or 
representative of the Communist Party in this area ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Scurrmer. No. 

Mr. Doyte. Have you ever been ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Scurrmer. I must claim the fifth amendment on that. 

Mr. Doyte. Is that one of the periods of time when you were a 
full-paid secretary of the Communist Party in this area, and there- 
fore you claim the privilege. Was that why you declined to answer 
it fully on that question ? 

Mr. Scutrmer. I must claim the privilege on that again, Mr. 
Doyle. 

Mr. Doytr. It is a fact, is it not, that you have been and maybe are 
now 1 of the 3 members of the Communist Party Secretariat in this 
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area and drew full-time salary as such for a period of time, isn’t that 
true ? 

Mr. Scutrmer. I must decline to answer. I don’t want to be a 
witness against myself, Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Dorie. I think I recall that under oath a witness so testified 
yesterday about you. 

Now, let me see if I understand it. You mean for 17 years out of 
your 21 years since graduation you are unwilling to tell this com- 
mittee of Congress what your employment was to earn your liveli- 
hood, is that correct, for fear it might involve you in a criminal 
prosecution if you told the truth? Isn’t that the status of your testi- 
mony ? 

Mr. Scuirmer. That is the status of the testimony, yes. 

Mr. Doyir. Now, may I ask this: Is it your idea that any citizen 
who gives up commensurate employment adequate to support his 
family and gives that up in order to take a lesser salary from the 
FBI to help the FBI discover means and operations by which the 
Communist Party in this country operates—is that the kind of a 
person you would cali an informer ? 

Mr. Scurrmer. I have my own opinion about informers, Mr. Doyle, 
and I don’t think they are relevant to the purpose of the committee, 
sit. 

Mr. Doyte. Would you be good enough to tell me whom you call 
an informer? You said tonight you have described two people as 
informers. What do you mean by an informer ¢ 

Mr. Scurrmer. I think it would be best not to get into a discussion 
of opinions, Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Doytr. You volunteered that these people were informers. 
Now I think you are under somewhat of a legal obligation to answer 
my question. What do you mean by an informer? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Doyte (continuing). You volunteered it and I think you opened 
the door. 

Mr. Scuirmer. An informer is somebody who turns evidence in. 

Mr. Doyte. If he turned in actual facts and the truth, is he still an 
informer, if he helps enforce the laws of the United States? Is that 
what you call an informer, if he tells the truth and relates facts 
honestly to law enforcement officers of the United States? Is he still 
an informer ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Scuirmer. I don’t know of any informer before these commit- 
tees who has done that. 

Mr. Doyrtr. You don’t. 

Now, I will ask you to state whether or not Mr. Penha was telling 
the truth yesterday when under oath he identified you as a Communist. 
He was under oath when he identified you as a Communist. Now you 
just stated that you don’t know of any informer who told the truth. 
I will give you an opportunity to tell whether or not he was telling 
the truth or was he telling a falsehood, in your judgment. Your 
counsel is here now. Here is a public forum whereby you can say 
what you want about him. You have called him an informer already. 

Mr. Scuirmer. I stand on my statement that he is an informer; 
and as far as my membership in the Communist Party, I will not 
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answer that on the grounds I don’t wish to be a witness against 
myself. 

Mr. Doyte. Yes. You said you didn’t know of an informer who 
had told the truth. Now he is under oath and subject to prosecution 
for perjury. So are you, if perjury is proven on your behalf. 

Now, I will ask you again: Here is an open and shut opportunity 
for you to either affirm or deny that he was telling the truth when he 
identified you as a Communist. Why don’t you take advant age of it / 

Mr. Scuirmer. I don’t wish to provide a link in a chain of evidence 
that might be used against me. 

Mr. Doyte. It is ~ probably because the gentleman who identified 
you as a Commie you know full well was telling the truth. That is 
the way I appraised his testimony. 

Mr. Mourper. Is that all, Mr. Doyle? 

Mr. Doyir. I think that is all. 

But it is a shame that a person who graduates from Harvard is 
not willing to account for his employment for seventeen years out of 
twenty-one. 

Mr. Mourper. General Kearney, have you any questions / 

Mr. Krarnry. No. Taking the fifth thirty-seven times is a lot of 
times. 

Mr. Mouvper. Mr. McIntosh. 

Mr. McInrosu. No. 

Mr. Movutper. I wish to ask you this question. I believe you were 
asked a question as to whether or not you are now a member of the 
Communist Party. Was that question asked you? 

Mr. Scurrmer. It was. 

Mr. Movutprr. You declined to answer that question ? 

Mr. Scuirmer. I did. 

Mr. Mouvprr. Since you have been subpenaed as a witness to ap- 
pear before this committee, have you conferred with any group of 
other persons known to you to be members of the Communist Party 
as to how you should conduct yourself—whether or not you would 
answer questions propounded to you by the counsel of this com- 
mittee ? 

Mr. Scurrmer. That enters into the realm of political association 
and I want to claim not only the fifth amendment but the first in my 
reply to that question, or my lack of reply, my refusal to answer that 
question. 

Mr. Moutrper. I am not sure, I am not positive; however, the infor- 
mation has come to me that members of the Communist Party who 
were subpenaed, that is, those who were referred to as hard-core 
members of the Communist Party, subpenaed to appear before this 
committee, had a meeting and a conference where it was discussed 
how they would conduct “themselves and the tactics they would use 
when appearing before this committe. 

Can you give us any information concerning such a meeting? 

Mr. Scrumer. I must refuse on the erounds of the first amend- 
inent, freedom of political association, and the fifth, the desire to 
avoid becoming a witness against myself. 

Mr. Mourper. And do you know whether or not at that meeting 
an Olga Garezynski was present—attended the meeting where the 
plot and plan were made and agreed upon that she would when 
appearing as a witness before the committee make statements to 
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the effect that she was a member of the Communist Party and also 
make derogatory statements concerning Armando Penha—so as to 
discredit him as a witness? 

Do you have any information or knowledge on that question ? 

Mr. Scureme_er. I know of no such meeting. 

Mr. Movxper. You referred to him a while ago as a two-timer in- 
former. Do you recall that statement? What is the basis of your 
using of the words “two-timer” ? 

Mr. Scuirmer. Well, it comes as a result of hearing the testimony 
of the young lady who testified this afternoon to the effect that he 
courted her, as 1 remember, and on the basis of his courtship he 
brought her into the Communist Party. At the same time he was 
married, I believe, and the father of children. 

Mr. Movutper. Have you ever seen this young lady you are now 
referring to whose name is Olga Garczynski? Have you ever seen 
her before? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Scurrmer. I must decline. I must refuse to answer that ques- 
tion, sir, on the grounds of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Moutper. Do you then believe her testimony ? 

Mr. Scuremer. I have no reason either to believe or disbelieve it. 

Mr. Movuuprr. Would she be classified as an informer in the theory 
that you use in classifying an informer? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Scuirmer. It wouldn’t seem so to me, sir. 

Mr. Mounper. Well, I again ask you the question 

Mr. Scutrmer. She sounded like a 

Mr. Movutper. You declined to answer questions as to whether or 
not you had ever seen her before or whether or not you had been 
acquainted with her. I want to repeat the question as to whether 
you were present at a meeting, if there was such a meeting, held by 
the witnesses subpenaed by this committee, who were known to be 
members of the Contents Party and active members of the Com- 
munist Party, whether or not they held a meeting and she was present 
and a plot and plan were there made to make certain derogatory ac- 
cusations against Armando Penha in order to discredit and embarrass 
him when appearing and cooperating with this committee and giving 
the testimony that he gave. Do you have any knowledge or infor- 
mation concerning such a meeting ? 

Mr. Scuirmer. No, I do not. 

Mr. Moutprer. General Kearney ? 

Mr. Knarney. I was going to make the observation, Mr. Schirmer, 
that the only difference between the witness you are just speaking 
about and yourself and the lady who testified this afternoon, to- 
gether with the rest of the witnesses, in its entirety is Mr. Penha 
took the stand and answered all questions, freely and truthfully, and 
you and the rest of the witnesses took the stand and claimed the fifth 
amendment on every occasion that you could. Now, I do not question 
but that is your legal right, but we still can read between the lines and 
as far as believing or disbelieving the witness, I believe the testimony 
of Mr. Penha. 

Mr. Doyix. Of course, General Kearney and Mr. Chairman, the 
very sort of meeting you have information on was held, the coaching 
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of witnesses by other Communists, is part of their pattern all over 
the Nation. 

Mr. Kearney. That is common practice. 

Mr. Doytx. Boston is no exception. Not in my book is it an ex- 
ception at all. And they deliberately blackmail, try to ruin the repu- 
tation of people who expose them, and Boston is no exception. 

Mr. Moutper. Have you any more questions? 

Mr. Kearney. That is all. 

Mr. McInrosu. I have no questions. 

Mr. Doyzz. It is just stereotyped malicious persecution on the part 
of the Communists of anyone who dares to differ with them and 
expose them. Boston is no exception. 

Mr. Moutprr. Have you any other questions, Counsel ? 

Mr. Arens. No, sir. 

Mr. Moutper. The witness is excused. 

Mr. Scuirmer. May I have a copy of the committee’s resolution 
authorizing this hearing, Mr. Director, please? 

Mr. Arens. Yes. That will be made available to you; Mr. Bonora 
will make that available to you, please. 

The next witness, Mr. Chairman, will be Mr. Armando Penha. 

Will you kindly resume the stand. 

Mr. Movurtper. Mr. Penha. 

Mr. Arens. Would you kindly resume the witness chair, please? 


TESTIMONY OF ARMANDO PENHA—Resumed 


Mr. Arens. Mr. Penha, you have previously been sworn on this 
record, 1s that correct ? 

Mr. Penna. That is correct, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Before proceeding with matters which we initially 
contemplated interrogating you about, I should like, if you please, 
Mr. Penha, to summarize the testimony which was given this after- 
noon in your absence. One Olga Garczynski was being interrogated 
by myself, after having been sworn by the chairman. She appeared 
pursuant to a subpena which was issued upon her by this committee. 
In the course of her testimony, and I do not have the transcript now, 
but I am only relying upon my memory, she stated in effect that you 
had recruited her into the Communist Party, had courted her while 
she was in the Communist Party. I would not undertake to quote 
her further, except to say that her demeanor with respect to you was 
one of complete derogation, with an insinuation of an attack upon 
your character and your relationship with her. I should like now 
if you, in your own way, would say anything you care to say with 
respect to the testimony which I have undertaken in a rather crude 
way to summarize here. 

Mr. Penna. Certainly, sir. 

I understand that I am not in command of the situation so far as 
her testimony goes. However, I did see a certain portion of it on 
TV. Further, I would like to state emphatically this is one of the 
devices that the party uses and has used in the past. This is the 
matter of what I call legal and illegal methods. Deceit is nothing 
for them. As I recall 
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Mr. Arens. Excuse me just a minute, Mr. Penha. I wonder if you 
could push the microphone back just a bit. Iam afraid we are having 
echoes from the sound that comes from the recorder. _ 

Mr. Penna. As I recall looking at the TV this evening she stated, or 
at least the reporter quoted her as saying, that she would swear on a 
stack of Bibles. Certainly she would and every hard-core Com- 
munist——they will only use the Bible for their own means, not as 
a good Christian would. 

Mr. Movurprr. Can we turn the machine down. Is the man here 
who works this machine? Maybe we could accomplish the same ob- 
jective, Mr. Chairman, if this microphone could be pushed back a 
little bit. 

Mr. Penna. Do you find that better, sir? 

Mr. Arens. Thank you. 

Mr. Penna. I could go on with various illustrations of my experi- 
ence in the Communist conspiracy of methods used by no other type 
of organization. Time does not permit me. However, if at any 
time I am requested or instructed to I would gladly go into them. 

Insofar as the charges made that I recruited Olga Garczynski into 
the Communist Party, they are just as false as others. Olga Gar- 
ezynski went to California at the time she was a member of the Labor 
Youth League. 

. ae Aa lie Do you recall approximately what year this was, Mr. 
enha? 

Mr. Penna. Approximately 1950 or 1951. Her father, Andrew 
Garczynski, her sister Tillie Cropper, were both members of the Com- 
munist Party to my knowledge. Not only were they members of the 
Communist Party but Andrew brought both daughters into the Labor 
Youth League. 

Mr. Arens. The Labor Youth League is one of the youth organi- 
zations of the conspiracy, is it not? 

Mr. Penua. That is definitely so, sir. 

Upon her return I was informed by the district leadership that 
she had been active in the Labor Youth League. I was not aware of 
it because I had been in the party a short time. Her father had always 
informed me of the same. It was my task as instructed by the dis- 
trict leadership to elevate her into the Communist Party. That I did, 
and I had to do. 

Mr. Arens. Did you report to the FBI each and every step you 
took in this process ? 

Mr. Penna. I absolutely did, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Without dwelling on this Garcezynski matter, because 
we have other important questions, may I ask whether or not you, in 
your relationship with Olga Garezynski, conducted yourself in such 
a manner as to lead her to believe that you were—to use her phrase, or 
her word—courting her ? 

Mr. Penna. Sir, to touch on that point, I would like first of all to 
bring to the attention the activities of the past week. Last week she 
got in touch with me and requested that I see her immediately because 
of the fact she had received a subpena from this committee. I saw 
her. A day later I received in the mail an envelope addressed to my 
daughter, who is only 2 years of age—the name is Susan Penha— 
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with a birthday card, which is a gimmick of the party, which we have 
used numerous times in order to get messages across, and her birthday 
1s in November. Inside of this card there was a note addressed to 
my wife. 

Had I known this would come up I would have brought it. If it 
seems pertinent to this committee I will certainly drive down to New 
Bedford and get it. That note stated that she was very nervous, she 
was contemplating on a lawyer and that she requested C, which was 
the initial for my wife, to tell A, which was the initial for me, not 
to forget to be at the proper time or place, or I don’t recall just ex- 
actly the phraseology of it. Subsequently, on Saturday I met with 
her as it had been prearranged. I also met with Roy Rogerson whom I 
have already identified. We were to have met with Douglas Perry. 
He was not at the designated area but later in the evening he met with 
me and we went through various processes insofar as appearance here 
goes. At that time I would also like to inform this committee that 
Olga stated that being nervous as she was she went to an attorney in 
New Bedford. I only recall his first name that she gave me, by the 
name of George. As a good citizen I would request that he would 
come here before this committee and state exactly what took place. 
According to Olga, she stated that he told her, number one, to tell the 
truth; number two, in reference to the fact that she could not afford, 
and I make emphasis on this part, she could not afford to retain the 
services of an attorney, much as she would like to have had an attor- 
ney present with her at this time, and it is strange that today she 
finds herself here with an attorney. Undoubtedly with the news of 
yesterday the party took full speed and action to see that money was 
no problem. 

Mr. Arens. Sir, do you care to categorically affirm or deny, while 
you are under oath, the assertion by Olga Garezynski that during 
the process of your association with her, while you were an undercover 
agent in the Communist Party for the FBI, you courted her? 

Mr. Penna. Sir, I did not court her or any other female Commu- 
nist sympathizer or dupe, none whatsoever. 

I stand, and if I may raise my voice at this time, it is in anger, be- 
cause I know the techniques of the underground of the party. I was 
part of it, and I know they are capable of doing these things. 

Mr. Mounper. I wish to make this statement: If the accusation she 
made were true, it is my opinion she would not have publicly have ad- 
mitted it for any purpose. It is my opinion that she is acting under 
the direction of, and in accordance with, the Communist Party plot 
and plan to embarrass and discredit you. She even went so far as 
to admit she was a member of the Communist Party in her attempt 
to impress the members of this committee with some weight or degree 
of veracity in connection with her statements. 

I have interrogated a witness preceding you concerning a meeting 
which they had where they discussed tactics and the method and pro- 
cedure and how they would conduct themselves while appearing be- 
fore this committee. It certainly is not unreasonable to assume that 
she is the one selected to serve in this plot and plan which I referred 
to for the purpose of discrediting and embarrassing you. 

Mr. Arens. Now, sir, may I invite your attention to the persons 

Mr. Penna. May I say, sir, I would like just to make an addition 
in the person of Olga Garczynski. 
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Mr. Arens. Proceed at your own pace to do so. 

Mr. Penna. Thank you very kindly, sir. 

Among many other photographs, unfortunately I only have a few 
here because of the fact that I had, as it was my duty, to turn them 
over to the intelligence agencies—this is the only copy that I have of 
any photographs. However, the intelligence agencies have others. 
In this photograph or series of them I would like to show this par- 
ticular one. It apparently seems to be in the eyes of the general public 
a picnic, which is a tactic and device of the party. This was a secret 
meeting that was held in the Cape, at which time was present, and 
the picture verifies the presence of these persons, as being Sidney Lip- 
shires, district organizer; Joan Lipshires, and a district leader at 
the time; Roy Rogerson; his wife, Palmeda Rogerson; John Russo, in 
charge of the Labor Youth League for New England; Olga Garezyn- 
ski; my wife, my children, and myself. 

The purpose of this is just like in many other instances, the party 
uses different tactics in order to have secret meetings to appear as if 
there is nothing wrong with it. For example, this other picture here 
shows me with Sidney Lipshires. We are at a beach. It seems like 
two average persons are taking asun bath. But if you will look closely 
at the expression of both of us you can see it is apparent that the aver- 
age person would not be taking a sun bath and looking that way. 

Thank you, sir. 

Mr. Arens. I think perhaps from the standpoint of making the 
record clear here, Mr. Penha, it was not our objective to call you back 
to the stand with any suggestion that there is any doubt whatsoever 
on behalf of this staff of your integrity, your morality, your honesty 
or your character in any respect. I have been engaged professionally 
in this business with this committee and the Internal ae Sub- 
committee for about twelve years. I have been in contact with literally 
hundreds of undercover agents, persons who have been in similar status 
to that of yourself. Never in my experience professionally have I been 
in contact or association with anyone who had a higher character, 
integrity, veracity, than yourself; and on this record I want it to be 
made absolutely clear that the sole and exclusive reason why we called 
you back here on this particular issue before proceeding with the in- 
terrogation on the general pattern was so that you could add one more 
ee: of the treachery of this conspiracy which is threatening 
us all. 

Mr. Penna. Thank you very kindly, sir. 

Mr. Arens. May we proceed, if you please, with a discussion of 
persons known by you on the national level of the Communist Party 
in New York. 

As you know, Mr. Penha, we have gone over this in consultation 
with you many times before and we would like to have you now for 
the purpose of a public record proceed with your identification of each 
of the several persons who to your certain knowledge are on the na- 
tional level of the Communist Party in New York City. Then we will 
proceed with other areas. 

Mr. Penna. May I ask one thing, sir? 

Mr. Arens. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Penna. Is that in addition to the members of the National Com- 
mittee who reside in this area? 
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Mr. Arens. That is correct, yes, sir. 

Mr. Penna. I shall start first with this area. | 

Mike, Russo, a member of the National Committee. 

Anne Burlak, previously active and a member of the National 
Committee. 

Robert Handman, whom I have referred to, I believe yesterday, as 
coordinator of the National Textile Commission. 

Walter Barry, formerly very active in the March of Labor, a left 
magazine, so-called, but a magazine issued by the party so that it 
would carry a broader phase and reach greater influence and people 
than the Daily Worker could have. 

More and above that is the fact that he is the head of the National 
Metals Commission. 

Max Gordon of the Daily Worker in charge of circulation. 

Joseph Starobin, a writer of the Daily Worker who, incidentally, 
made a trip to various countries in the Far East, including China and 
the Soviet Union and expounded tremendously throughout the country 
for the purposes of both propaganda and finances, including the 
Boston area. 

Mr. Arens. We have had him as a witness in executive session. 

Mr. Penna. Yes, sir. 

Milton Howard, at one time identified as a writer of the Daily 
Worker, but better known as one of the key figures of the Masses and 
Mainstream, a Communist Party publication. 

Maud Russell, an individual from New York City. She is a writer 
for Far Eastern publications. Her influence extends from border to 
border. She has mastered the Far Eastern situation. Primarily her 
objective is recognition of China, speaking always in terms of peace 
and trade with the East and West. 

Elizabeth Gurley Flynn, who, I am sure, is well known to you and 
who was in Boston a few years ago, a National Committee member. 

Phil Bart, associated with the Daily Worker and also a former 
member of the National Committee. 

Junius Scales, former district organizer for North Carolina and 
surrounding areas, that is, various other states which were under his 
jurisdiction, I believe, particularly Virginia. 

I would like to add at this time, and it has come to my attention, 
that Junius Scales resigned publicly from the Communist Party. Here 
again is another method of deceit that the party uses. I know Junius 
Scales extremely well. He has slept in my home. We have had con- 
ferences many times. I know that he is a devoted Marxist and this 
is just one of another techniques of the party. 

Mr. Arens. On that point, how about Joseph Starobin? He al- 
pally has resigned. 

r. Penua. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Do you feel the same way about him ? 

Mr. Penna. I absolutely do, sir. 

Mr. Arens. How about Doxey Wilkerson? He allegedly resigned. 
Do you feel the same way about him ? 

Mr. Penna. That was the next person I was going to come to. 
Doxey Wilkerson, a Communist teacher and writer, theoretician, 
teacher in one of the foremost Communist schools in New York City. 
The Jefferson School 

Mr. Arens. The Jefferson School of Social Science ? 
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Mr. Penna. Of Social Science. This individual I personally met 
in Providence, Rhode Island. He is unscrupulous, is shrewd, a very 
able Communist and again is one that would accept wholeheartedly 
the party discipline to resign in order to better infiltrate the Negro 
organizations. Fortunately, the Negro people will not go for that, 
that is, the majority of them. The next person I have is Fanny 
Licht. She was residing incognito with an alias in New York City. 
Her position in the party was southern regional organizer. That is, 
she was a top organizer over and above all organizers in the South. 

Mr. Arens. And now, sir, may I ask you if you would kindly give 
us the name and a word of description about each person known by 
you to be a member of the Communist Party in the New Bedford 
area. May I just suggest this—that even though in some instances 
you may already have identified some of those persons because of their 
leadership status, you might repeat the identification now so that our 
record reflects the identification of these people all in one section of 
the hearings. Also if you can do so, give us a word of the last known 
address or general area in which that person to your knowledge 
resides. 

Mr. Penna. Yes, sir. However, I would first like to make the fol- 
lowing statement, which is a very brief one, but I think a rather per- 
tinent one. 

Throughout my eight years in the party, I have known many com- 
rades. ‘The ones I have identified at this time and that I will continue 
during the process of this hearing, are not, by and large, the number 
of comrades I knew in its entirety, whether it be in Massachusetts, 
New England, or throughout the country. 

You understand that I am working from memory and that it is 
utterly impossible for me to give you a 100 percent number as far as 
numbers go of the members that I knew. 

Mr. Arens. We appreciate that. 

Would you kindly proceed now, so the record may be clear at 
this point, to give to the committee the name and a word about each 
person, including the last known address, in the New Bedford area 
who, to your certain knowledge, was a member of the Communist 
Party in that area ? 

Mr. Penna. I shall start with Joseph Figueiredo. I knew him te 
be the district organizer at the time I came into the party. 

.. Mr. Arens. You have, of course, talked about him before. I 
don’t think it will be necessary to elaborate the facts on him. 

Mr. Penna. The only thing I would like to raise, which I do think 
we did mention yesterday, the last whereabouts, to my knowledge, is 
that he is in San Francisco. Eulalia Figueiredo, his former wife, in 
Poland, deported by the United States Government, who at the time 
I knew her, was a Section Committee member. 

Joy Clark Figueiredo. At the time I knew her she was Joy Clark. 
Subsequently she married Joseph Figueiredo. Her whereabouts, San 
Francisco, California. 

Mary Figueirido, Section Committee member, New Bedford, Mass. 

Sir, when I say New Bedford, Mass., that would be the last where- 
abouts on that individual. 

Mr. Arens. Yes, we understand. 

Mr. Penna. Nat Shelman, Peabody, Massachusetts, Section Com- 
mittee member in New Bedford. 
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Mr. Arens. In other words, he moved from New Bedford to Pea- 
body, Massachusetts ? 

Mr. Penna. Sir, here again is another technique of the party. He 
moved, yes, physically, but he was thrown out, although a colonizer. 
The party does not spare any given person. He and his wife were 
forced out of New Bedford. If you would like to have me elaborate 
on that, I would. 

Mr. Arens. Just a word, please, sir. 

Mr. Penna. Yesterday in speaking about white chauvinism, he 
became one of the targets of it. In addition to that he did not agree 
with Joseph Figueiredo that the section organizer, who was also the 
chairman of the Section Committee, should be the full and complete 
dictator of the apparatus. The other leaders of the Section Committee 
should have a voice. Joseph Figueiredo did not agree from time to 
time. He warned them to the extent that he was compelled to leave 
the New Bedford area. 

Mr. Moutper. Could we have the one large set of lights turned off ? 
I believe it would be better. Of course the other one remaining on 
might help. 

Mr. Penna. The next person, Andie Shelman, Section Committee 
member, Peabody, Massachusetts, wife of Nathaniel Shelman. 

The next person, Dan Amado. At the time I knew him when I 
first came into the party he was a Section Committee member. 

Incidentally, I would like to raise at this point another of the tech- 
niques of the party. 

When Joseph Figueiredo came to my home for the very first time 
Dan Amado came with him. Dan Amado did not say more than 
six words to me. He sat down comfortably, supposedly sleeping, but 
watching every facial expression of mine to insure the section or- 
ganizer that I was not a phony. This I was even told by him at a 
later date when I became section organizer. 

Subsequently he was expelled for security measures; as I pointed 
out yesterday, the party strengthens itself with weaklings and at one 
given period it was felt he was a weakling. 

Manuel Coito, a subsequent member of the Section Committee of New 
Bedford in New Bedford, again a person that was expelled for 
security reasons. 

5 Arnold Schwartz, colonizer, Section Committee member, New York 
ity. 

. Fe eeatine Schwartz, colonizer, Section Committee member, New York 
ity. 

Harry Fishman, UE Organizer, at present I believe in Bridgeport, 
Connecticut. 

Rozlyn Fishman, his wife, in charge of peace organizations and 
other front organizations for the New Bedford area. At present in 
Connecticut. 

Frank Mello from Fairhaven, Massachusetts. On ice, a popular 
Communist terminology. 

Mr. Arens. Is he asleeper now ? 

Mr. Penna. The same phraseology that you have used here now is 
equivalent and parallel to the one I have used. ) 

This person was put on ice or set up as a sleeper for the purposes 
of using his home as a secret meeting area where top people would 
meet. 
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- Mr. Arens. Where ishe now? Is he here in Massachusetts ? 

Mr. Penna. He is in Fairhaven, Massachusetts, but it is probable 
that he may be in Florida. He occasionally goes down there during 
these winter months. 

Mary Macedo, New Bedford, Massachusetts, rank and file. 

Arthur Macedo. That is the husband. He was also placed on 
the basis of a sleeper or on ice, for the purposes of using his home 
as a mail front so that secret documents of the party could reach 
me from the district. 

Mr. Arens Mr. Penha, could you hesitate a moment? I hold in 
my hand an envelope addressed Arthur Macedo, 62 Sidney Street, 
New Bedford, Mass. Mr. Williams is now going to display that to 
you. Was Macedo’s home there used as a mail drop? 

(Document handed to the witness. ) 

Mr. Penna. That is absolutely correct, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Has he been cut out of the Communist Party for 
specific underground assignments? 

Mr. Penna. He was cut out of the party prior to action taken 
for the use of his home. The party does not do that today and use 
the home tomorrow. That is done in advance. They prepare them- 
selves well in advance on these matters. I may add, that the contents 
that were in this envelope, which was sent by special delivery, as 
you can see, were important documents submitted to me by Sidney 
Lipshires, who in turn had arrived from New York City. 

Mr. Arens. What is the date? What is the postmark on that 
envelope ? 

Mr. Penua. The postmark on here, sir, is Boston, June 21, 1955, 
Tremont Street Station. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that the docu- 
ment which he now holds in his hands be appropriately marked 
and incorporated by reference in this record. 

Mr. Moutper. The document referred to will be so marked. 

(Document marked “Penha Exhibit No. 5” and retained in com- 
mittee files). 

Mr. Arens. Would you kindly proceed with the next name? 

Mr. Penna. The next person, James Braz. James Braz isa charter 
member of the Communist Party in the New Bedford area, a leader 
at one time of the Labor Youth League. 

I would also like to inform this committee at this time, if I may, 
that James Braz, while a member of the Armed Forces in Italy in 
the military police then, that is, the combat military police, their 
job was to enter those areas in Italy which were occupied by the allies. 
His function, not with the sanction of the United States Army, but 
with the sanction and instructions of the Communist Party, was to: 
approach the leading Communists in each village and town in order 
to give that person the leadership and control of that town. 

Furthermore, Jimmy Braz, to my knowledge, is the only Com- 
munist that I know who belongs to two Communist Parties, that is, 
a member of the Communist Party in this country and a member 
of the Communist Party in Italy. His membership card is signed 
by Togliatti himself, who recognizes great services. 

Mr. Arens. Where is he now? 

Mr. Penna. New Bedford, Mass., sir. 
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The next person is John Bandarra; John Bandarra, a former pres- 
ident of UE local in New Bedford, Massachusetts. He is not at the 
present time a member of the party through fear, not the fact that he 
has lost his sympathy. I would like to point out one thing in connec- 
tion with John Bandarra and a few other people in the UE area of 
New Bedford, in the person of Douglas Perry, a zealous and hard- 
core member of the party who would accept discipline like no other 
Communist would. He had, I believe, three plants in the New Bedford 
area under UE contract with approximately 1,000 members, and may 
I add one percent were Communists or Communist sympathizers, 
ninety-nine percent let themselves become dupes. 

John Cordeiro. Incidentally, John Cordeiro is the father-in-law 
of Douglas Perry. John Cordeiro has in his possession—or has had, I 
imagine, since these hearings started, and he made some effort to see 
that this item would not be in his home—but up to and prior to that 
time, he had the mimeograph machine for the New Bedford area, 
which was to be used in case of a crisis where the district leadership 
would be arrested and we, in turn, would have to avail ourselves of 
our own methods of putting out propaganda. 

I would also like to point out that John Cordeiro has been an 
officer of the previously mentioned club, the Alianca Liberal Portu- 
gesa Clube, the secretary. He has exerted great influence in this club. 
I would also like to inform the committee at this time that for a 
period of several years he conducted a fifteen-minute radio program 
on Sunday in the Portuguese language. The interesting part of this 
was that on significant dates, such as Mothers Day, he would make a 
speech relative to the fact that “your sons are dying in Korea. This 
is the time to see your Congressmen and get them back.” I am not 
saying this verbatim but this is the line he used. He used during 
Christmas “Peace” and right along the line for various other holidays. 

Manuel Rego, Fairhaven, Massachusetts, on ice, or as you respect- 
fully stated, a sleeper, which is the correct term. 

Mr. Arens. Where is he now? 

Mr. Penua. In Fairhaven, Massachusetts. His home has been 
used for top secret meetings from time to time. These meetings were 
only known to myself and the participants in that meeting. Not even 
Manuel Rego was aware of it until one or two hours prior to the 
meeting. 

Charles Frates, New Bedford. This man was very active in propa- 
ganda. However, in mentioning propaganda, this was another device 
and technique of the party. He used to receive different pamphlets 
such as the New World Review, the Daily and Sunday Worker, the 
March of Labor, and others; and he would place them in our auto- 
mobiles, in shop areas and the like, in churches and what have you, 
so that he felt if at least one person that evening, when he went out, 
would absorb and believe some of it he would have accomplished 
something. 

Andrew Garezynski. This is the father of Olga Garczynski. He 
is the one that brought into the labor youth movement both Olga 
and Tillie and he himself is a party member. 

Incidentally, some time ago, this goes a few years back, according 
to what he told me, he was arrested in New Bedford, Massachusetts, 
for distributing party literature. He did not stay too long. How- 
ever, if the committee is interested, they could check that further. 
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The next person is Olga Garezynski, Section Committee member, 
New Bedford, a true hard-core member. I would also add that Olga 
Garczynski was a secret party member in the National Silverplate, 
they call it, I believe, Company in New Bedford. Her purpose was to 
influence the masses within, in other words, to work as sort of an un- 
paid organizer for the UE, which was attempting to organize the 

lant. 
i (At this point Mr. Kearney left the hearing room.) 

Mr. Penna (continuing). Manuel Pacheco. He wasa rank and file, 
living in South Dartmouth, Massachusetts. He attempted and suc- 
ceeded at one time in getting some papers falsified in order to pro- 
tect a son-in-law who had come into the country illegally and who was 
working in the waterfronts of New Bedford. Subsequently at a later 
date his son-in-law went into Canada and, as I recall, did come into the 
country then. 

Another thing I would like to add with Manuel Pacheco is that he 
was very active in promoting, distributing of Marxist books and 
literature throughout the southern area of New Bedford, Massachu- 
setts. 

More, I would say on him would be that he applied a short time ago 
for renewal of seaman’s papers and I asked him whether or not he 
intended to get back into the Merchant Marine or if he had ever been 
in the Merchant Marine. He stated that if it was at all necessary to 
get into the Merchant Marine he wanted those papers. Therefore he 
applied again for those papers. Fortunately the Coast Guard did 
not give it to him. 

Joseph Szocik, a rank and file member who was very active both 
in collecting dues for the party, sustainers, distributing literature, 
being of influence among the Polish minority group of New Bedford. 

John Humenuk—John has since then been expelled for reasons of 
security. 

Mr. Arens. Is he still under Communist Party discipline? 

Mr. Penna. At this very moment I cannot say. As of a short 
time ago, yes. He is a person that has contributed extensively for 
the Communist conspiracy in the past. He is from New Bedford, 
Massachusetts. 

John Pacheco, New Bedford, Massachusetts, a contractor, small 
contractor, very active in Communist fronts. Also one of our good 
sustainers. 

Edmund Hirst, from New Bedford; his main task, being an elderly 
man, was to expound the Communist propaganda. He received litera- 
ture in bulk form from Canada. The purpose of that was to place 
it in various bus stations, restaurants, cars, and the like. He also 
used a rather unique technique. He would send it by mail, using 
various people, including Olga Garcezynski, to write the name of the 
individual so that it would not follow the same pattern of the same 
person writing the envelope of some of the addresses to Congressmen, 
to city councilors, to people in high positions, locally and statewide, 
without her return address. 

Palmeda Crosley Rogerson. She is the wife of Roy Rogerson. 
She has been in and out of the party. She has been more active in 
political office, that is, running for political office with the able sup- 
port of the UE and united front action in New Bedford. I believe 
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she missed from being elected as a councilor-at-large by a mere hand- 
ful of votes. She was also very active in the Progressive Party. 

Mr. Arens. She didn’t run on the Communist Party ticket as such, 
did she? 

Mr. Penna. Absolutely not, sir. 

Mr. Arens. She ran on the ticket of one of the great political par- 
ties, but failed to disclose her connection with the Communist Party, 
is that correct ? 

Mr. Penna. Sir, my recollection does not permit me to say whether 
she ran as an Independent or Democrat. 

Mr. Arens. I have just been advised that the elections in New Bed- 
ford are non-partisan—that they do not have political parties in 
the city government. 

Mr. Penna. That is why I say I don’t recall exactly. 

Mr. Arens. Kindly proceed if you please, sir. 

Mr. Penna. Roy Rogerson, the husband of Palmeda Rogerson. 

Mr. Arens. You have previously mentioned him. 

Mr. Penna. Yes; New Bedford, Massachusetts. 

Mr. Arens. Did you want to allude to Douglas Perry ? 

Mr. Penna. I did, yes. IT amsorry. Douglas Perry, New Bedford, 
Massachusetts, a UE organizer and Section Committee member, mem- 
ber of the District Metals Commission and chairman of the Section 
Metals Commission. 

May I say at this time that this man, a very intelligent man, both 
as a Christian and a Communist, is a person that is very zealous and 
accepts party discipline like no other person I know in labor circles. 
I would like to add I was informed this evening that my local town 
paper, the New Bedford Times, stated something to the effect, and 
I don’t quote verbatim, but he was interviewed and he said “Lies, lies, 
lies.” That is again typical of the party techniques. 

Mr. Arens. He was not under oath when he said “Lies, lies, lies,” to 
the newspaper reporter, was he? 

Mr. Penna. Absolutely not. 

Mr. Arens. We have him under subpena and we will see what he 
says in a day or two here. 

Mr. Penna. I am glad that he is under subpena; and at this time, 
if I may, I would like to address the public in New Bedford that are 
close, very closely related, to the UE and that is they have a vast 
opportunity of removing him, Roy Rogerson, and a few other people 
if they wish. Ninety-nine percent of the people are not under Com- 
munist domination willingly. Unwillingly they are. They have a 
tremendous weapon. I hope they take advantage of it as great 
Americans. 

Mr. Arens. Your next name, if you please, sir. 

Mr. Penna. John Vieira, Acushnet, Massachusetts, an employee of 
Wamsutta Mills. While a member of the party he did a terrific job 
for the party under the leadership of Mike Russo. The reward that he 
obtained was about a year and a half later—expulsion from the party 
for security reasons. 

The next person, Roland Botelho, New Bedford, Massachusetts. 
This person, at present unemployed, was formerly employed at the 
Berkshire-Hathaway Mills in New Bedford. Incidentally, for the 
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information of the committee, at that time he was a shop steward, 
signing the Taft-Hartley law while a Communist. 

I would like to raise one very pertinent point here about 
Roland. I may say two, if I may. 

One, I was instructed by Mike Russo at a secret meeting which was 
held in my home to obtain complete information relative to the Hath- 
away mill for the purposes of making an analysis insofar as textile 
goes in the South. This is the names, the addresses, the occupations, 
departments, types of work, and so forth, of that plant. This was a 
big task. Mike instructed me that nothing is too big in the party 
to do. I approached Roland Botelho. Within 10 days he obtained a 
copy which came from the office of the president, Mr. Seabury Stanton. 

I would also like to point out, when Mr. Budenz came to New 
Bedford to speak at the New Bedford High School a short time ago, 
this same Botelho came to me and said that he had a very good idea, 
that he had spoken with other comrades. They thought it was 
excellent. 

Roland Botelho was a person who was well equipped, had a knack 
of knowing how to work with different types of arms, even making 
them. He wanted to make a small bomb. 

Mr. Arens. When you say Budenz, you mean Louis Budenz, for- 
mer editor of the Communist Daily Worker, who broke from the 
party a long time ago and has been serving the Government by giving 
information and the like? 

Mr. Penna. That is correct, sir. 

I will tell you, sir, at that time that was one of the few times that 
my hair had sort of risen up, the few I got on my head. I knew 
Budenz. That is, I knew of him. I knew he was doing a terrific 
job. And I wanted that stopped. I had to meet with the district 
and convince them that this was not the thing to do. 

Mr. Arens. What were they going to do with the bomb he was 
going to create 

Mr. Penna. They were going to place the bomb near the platform 
where he was going to speak. This, incidentally, was timed. This 
did not take place because of the manner in which I was able to con- 
vince the district, and believe you me, sir, it took a lot out of me to 
do it. I think someone else aided me in this, namely, God. 

Mr. Doytx. Did you report that to the FBI at the time ? 

Mr. Penna. Sir, everything I have stated here has been reported 
in detail in writing to the FBI. 

Mr. Doyix. Thank you. 

Mr. Moutprr. The committee will stand in recess for approxi- 
mately 5 minutes. 

(Brief recess. ) 

(Committee members present: Representatives Moulder, Doyle, and 
McIntosh.) 

Mr. Moutper. The committee will be in order. 

After conferring with my colleagues on the committee, the com- 
mittee will continue the hearing until ten o’clock, p. m., and then we 
will recess until ten o’clock in the morning. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Penha, I am not sure that the record is quite clear 
on these specific details which you gave just before the recess. You 
alluded just before the recess to the creation of a bomb which was 
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to be used by the Communist Party to blow up or kill Louis Budenz. 
Can you give us the details in summary form on that now? 

Mr. Penna. Yes, sir. When I was first approached by Roland 
Botelho, we had, I believe, three or four meetings on this matter. 
First, he illustrated how he was going to work it out, how he had it 
planned. He presented to me a sketch of the auditorium of the school, 
the exits, and just how he could get in beforehand and place it and 
be able to get out without being noticed. The purpose of it was that 
it was felt in the party that Budenz was doing a terrific job for the 
United States Government and its people and it was felt that if such 
an accident would occur it would eliminate another great American, 
thus putting the party in the position of being that much stronger 
with one less person to confront with and worry about. 

Mr. Arens. Would you kindly proceed with the next name? 

Mr. Penna. Would you kindly tell me the last one I had? 

Mr. Arens. The last person you were talking about was Roland 
Botelho. i 

Mr. Penna. The next person, Louis Dimitroff. His legal name, 
although always popularly known as Louis Dimitroff, is Louis Dimit- 
roff Kushaff. He was one of the parties in the estate of Maud D’haze. 
His home was also used as a front for bulk material from the Com- 
munist Party. He is from New Bedford, Massachusetts. 

Tillie Cropper, New Bedford. She is a sister of Olga Garezynski. 

John Harrison. His whereabouts at the present is in Connecticut. 
He is a son of Maud D’haze. He did in some way create a block, so 
to speak, in the will, by demanding that part of the moneys and 
estate be given to him, which was done. 

Albert Tremblay, New Bedford. Albert Tremblay was used as a 
mail front for party literature and publications. He also distributed 
them to party people who did not want them to be sent directly to 
their homes. He was also responsible for collecting of dues. 

Ethel Smith, South Dartmouth, Massachusetts. She was quite ac- 
tive in legitimate organizations in carrying out the party line. 

Edward Teixeira. He was last known to me to be in the Boston 
area. 

i I may add that Teixeira was recruited into the party by Douglas 
erry. 

Again I wish to make emphasis on the fact that a colonizer as such 
is equipped with many virtues and with many capabilities. This is 
indicative of one of them. 

Alphedge Carreau, New Bedford, textile worker, who had an ex- 
treme influence among the workers and officers of the plant he was 
working at in New Bedford. 

Guilherme Hilario was active in a Communist front organization. 

Incidentally, for the information of the committee, he recently made 
a visit to the Azores, Portuguese colony, and as I understand it, they 
have to fill out certain forms in so far as Communist activities go. 

Phil Mamber. His last whereabouts, to my knowledge, is in the 
Boston area. He was of tremendous influence in New Bedford at 
their Berkshire-Hathaway Mills. 

Mr. Arens. May I invite your attention to the District Metals 
Commission of the Communist Party. We have already talked about 
the members of the Communist Party known by you in Fall River, 
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Massachusetts. So I invite your attention now to the subject of the 
District Metals Commission of the Communist Party. First of all, 
tell us what is or was the District Metals Commission of the Com- 
munist Party? 

Mr. Penna. The District Metals Commission is an organization 
set up by the party for the party, a tool of the party to carry out the 
party discipline, the party policy within the vital industries in New 
Raglind in various forms, particularly, I may add, in the legislative 
field. 

Mr. Arens. Who is chairman of the National Metals Commission 
of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Penna. The chairman of the National Metals Commission is 
Walter Barry. 

Mr. Arens. Is he located in New York? 

Mr. Penua. New York area, yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Now give us the names, please, of the persons known 
by you to a certainty to be members of the Communist New England 
District Metals Commission ? 

Mr. Penna. Eddie Garfield, Douglas Perry, Robert Goodwin, Paul 
Rosenkrants, Alex Leith, and Abe Hoffman. I attended several of 
their meetings, but I was not a direct member as such. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, it is approaching the hour which the 
Chair announced its intention to recess. 

I suggest to the Chair we have arrived at a point in the general 
pattern of interrogation where it might we well to suspend for the 
evening. 

Mr. Mou.per. Very well. The committee will recess until ten 
o’clock tomorrow morning. 

(Whereupon, at 9:50 p. m., Wednesday, March 19, 1958, the sub- 
committee recessed to reconvene at 10 a. m., Thursday, March 20, 
1958.) 
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Pusuic Law 601, 79TH CoNncRESS 


The legislation under which the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities operates is Public Law 601, 79th Congress [1946], chapter 
753, 2d session, which provides: 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress assembled, * * * 


PART 2—RULES OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
RuLE X 


SEC. 121. STANDING COMMITTEES 


* * * * * * * 
17. Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine Members. 
Rute XI 


POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 


* * * * * * * 


(q) (1) Committee on Un-American Activities. 

(A) Un-American activities. 

(2) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommit- 
tee, is authorized to make from time to time investigations of (i) the extent, 
character, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(ii) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American propa- 
ganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and attacks 
the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitution, and 
(iii) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress in any necessary 
remedial legislation. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such investi- 
gation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such 
times and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, 
has recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by any*such chairman, and may be served by any person 
designated by any such chairman or member. 


* * * * * * ok 
Rue XII 
LEGISLATIVE OVERSIGHT BY STANDING COMMITTEES 


Src. 136. To assist the Congress in appraising the administration of the laws 
and in developing such amendments or related legislation as it may deem neces- 
sary, each standing committee of the Senate and the House of Representatives 
shall exercise continuous watchfulness of the execution by the administrative 
agencies concerned of any laws, the subject matter of which is within the jurisdic- 
tion of such committee; and, for that purpose, shall study all pertinent reports 
and data submitted to the Congress by the agencies in the executive branch of 
the Government. 


v 


RULES ADOPTED BY THE 85TH CONGRESS 
House Resolution 5, January 3, 1957 


* * * * * * * 
Rute X 
STANDING COMMITTEES 


1. There shall be elected by the House, at the commencement of each Con- 


gress, 
* * * * * * * 
(q) Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine Members. 
* * * * * * * 
Rute XI 
POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 
* * * * * * * 


17. Committee on Un-American Activities. 

(a) Un-American activities. 

(b) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommittee, 
is authorized to make from time to time investigations of (1) the extent, char- 
acter, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(2) the diffusion within the United eee of subversive and un-American prop- 
aganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and 
attacks the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitu- 
tion, and (3) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress 
in any necessary remedial legislation. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such investi- 
gation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such times 
and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, has 
recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by any such chairman, and may be served by any person 
designated by any such chairman or member. 

* * * * * * * 


26. To assist the House in appraising the administration of the laws and in 
developing such amendments or related legislation as it may deem necessary, 
each standing committee of the House shall exercise continuous watchfulness 
of the execution by the administrative agencies concerned of any laws, the subject 
matter of which is within the jurisdiction of such committee; and, for that 
purpose, shall study all pertinent reports and data submitted to the House bv 
the agencies in the executive branch of the Government. 
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INVESTIGATION OF COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE 
NEW ENGLAND AREA—PART 3 


THURSDAY, MARCH 20, 1958 


Unrrep States House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE 
ComMITrree oN Un-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES, 
Boston, Mass. 
PUBLIC HEARING 


The subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities 
met, pursuant to recess, at 10 a. m. in courtroom No. 8, United States 
Courthouse and Post Office Building, Boston, Mass., Hon. Clyde 
Doyle presiding. ; 

ommittee members present: Representatives Clyde Doyle of Cali- 
fornia and Bernard W. Kearney of New York. 

Staff members present: Richard Arens, staff director; George C. 
Williams and Frank Bonora, investigators. 

Mr. Dore. The committee will please come to order. 

Let the record show that the chairman of the full committee, Fran- 
cis E. Walter of Washington, D. C., has reconstituted the subcommit- 
tee here for the purpose of these continued hearings, to consist of Mr. 
Moulder of Missouri, who is absent today in Washington of necessity, 
Bernard Kearney of New York, who is here and on my right, with 
myself, Clyde Doyle of California, acting as chairman." 

Therefore, under our rules with the subcommittee of 3, 2 makes a 
quorum and a quorum is present, and we will proceed. 

Mr. McIntosh of Michigan, also, was called back to Washington last 
night, he and Mr. Moulder to be there necessarily today on some im- 
portant matters on the floor of the House of Representatives, in which 
they were personally concerned. 

Are you ready, Mr. Arens? 

Mr. Arens. Yes. 


1 The order reconstituting the subcommittee is as follows: 
MarcH 20, 1958. 
To: Mr. RICHARD ARENS, 
Staff Director, House Committee on Un-American Activities. 


Pursuant to the provisions of law and the rules of this committee, I hereby appoint a 
subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities, consisting of Representative 
Morgan M. Moulder, as chairman, and Representatives Clyde Doyle and Bernard W. 
Kearney, as associate members, to continue with the holding of hearings in Boston, Mass., 
in the place and stead of the subcommittee heretofore appointed, on subjects under investi- 
gation by the committee and to take such testimony on this day or succeeding days as it 
may deem necessary. 

Please make this action a matter of committee record. 

Given under my hand this 20th day of March 1958. 

FRANCIS, EH. WALTER, 
Chairman, Committee on Un-American Activities. 
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Mrs. Carol H. Foster, kindly come forward and assume the witness 
chair. Remain standing, please, Mrs. Foster, while the chairman 
administers an oath to you. 

Mr. Doytez. I know we will have the cooperation of the press in tak- 
ing pictures before a witness is sworn but not after they are sworn, 
during the testimony. 

Do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mrs. Foster. I do. 

Mr. Dorie. Thank you, ma’am. If you will be seated, please. 


TESTIMONY OF MRS. CAROL HARRIS FOSTER (ACCOMPANIED BY 
HER HUSBAND, WILLIAM FOSTER) 


Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself by name, residence, and 
occupation. 

Mrs. Foster. I am Carol Harris Foster. I live at 96 Wellington 
Street, Nashua, N.H. Iam a housewife. 

Mr. Arens. Kindly keep your voice up a little bit, please. 

Mrs. Fosrrr. I don’t think I can talk that loud. 

Mr. Arens. You are appearing today, Mrs. Foster, in the company 
of your husband, William Foster ? 

Mrs. Fosrrr. Yes, I am. 

Mr. Arens. Mrs. Foster, have you been a member of the Com- 
munist Party? 

Mrs. Foster. Yes, I have. 

Mr. Arens. Have your connections with the Communist Party at 
any time ever been severed, either through resignation, expulsion, or 
some kind of public revelation ? 

Mrs. Fosrer. Not to my knowledge. 

Mr. Arrens. Now I expect in the course of the interrogation to get 
into a number of items respecting your career in the Communist 
Party, but for present purposes may I ask if you have ever had any 
ideological sympathies with the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Foster. No, I haven’t. 

Mr. Arens. Your identification and services with the Communist 
Party are and have been exclusively and solely as an undercover agent 
of the FBI and as a person who has been cooperating with the Com- 
mittee on Un-American Activities, is that correct ? 

Mrs. Foster. That is correct. 

Mr. Arens. Have you been directly or indirectly in contact with 
any other agency of any state, local, or national government in your 
undercover work in the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Fosrrr. No, I haven’t. 

Mr. Arens. Your work has been solely and exclusively as an under- 
cover agent for the FBI and this committee, is that correct ? 

Mrs. Fosrrsr. That is true. 

Mr. Arens. Mrs. Foster, I should like to have just a word on this 
record of your own personal background, a word about your own life. 

Mrs. Fosrer. Well, I was born in a town in Nashua, N. H., in the 
year 1918, December 6. And I lived there most of my young life. 

Mr. Arens. Would you excuse me a moment, please, Mrs. ‘Foster ? 

I wonder, Mr. Foster, if you could push those microphones a little 
closer to her so the public address system would pick up her voice a 


COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE NEW ENGLAND AREA 2285 


little clearer and the committee would be better able to hear her testi- 
mony. 

Mrs. Foster. I was educated in that area in the public schools, in 
private schools in Massachusetts and in New Hampshire. 

Mr. Arens. In passing, may I ask if you and Mr. Foster have 
children ? 

Mrs. Foster. We have two sons, one 21 and one 16. 

Mr. Arens. And where are the children now ? 

Mrs. Fosrrer. One is a junior at Cornell University and studying 
electrical engineering, and the other one is a sophomore in the Nashua 
high school. 

Mr. Arens. Mrs. Foster, may I ask when was it that your children 
learned for the first time that you are and have been for several years 
an undercover agent in the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Fosrer. Night before last. 

Mr. Arens. Tell us, if you please, if it isn’t too personal—if it is, 
we certainly don’t want to probe—what transpired in the process of 
your enlightenment of your children of your work ? 

Mrs. Foster. I phoned my son out in Ithaca, N. Y., and he couldn’t 
believe it. He said, “Not my little mommy.” 

Mr. Arens. That is your son who goes to Cornell? 

Mrs. Fosrer. Cornell. 

Mr. Arens. When did you join the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Fosrrer. I joined in June, spring of 1947. 

Mr. Arens. Would you kindly tell us the circumstances which 
caused you to join the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Foster. I was living on Cape Cod in Cotuit at the time, dur- 
ing the war in my husband’s absence, and I wanted to get. into some 
community activity, so I became a den mother. I had 16 Cub Scouts, 
and therefore I was asked to go to Hyannis and talk to mothers and 
fathers about working with Cub Scouts. At that time I was intro- 
duced to an FBI agent, and I just sort of jokingly asked him if he had 
any job that I might have in a position as a woman working for the 
FBI. He said no, women were not given the jobs in the FBI. 

Mr. Arzens. Mrs. Foster, may I ask you, if convenient, for a little 
different arrangement on the microphones? Frankly, I think perhaps 
I.am about the only one here who is actually hearing your testimony. 
fen committee is another several feet away and having difficulty 

earing. 

Mr. Kearney. The one in the middle. That might be helpful. 

Mrs. Foster. It seems I can hear things in my ears. 

Mr. Arens. If the person who is operating this sound public- 
address system might be able to work with it a little perhaps it would 
be a little easier for us to discern just what you are saying. Proceed. 

Mrs. Foster. Do you want me to repeat ? 

Mr. Arens. I believe if you go ahead on the theme that you 
were pursuing when you approached the agent of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation. 

Mrs. Fosrmr. I asked him if there was a job in their organization for 
me, because I wanted to do some sort of work during the war and I 
like investigative work. They said no, they didn’t hire women; but 
they did have a job, a very hard job and a very interesting job, and 
one that would be very helpful to my country if I would be inter- 
ested and so— 
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Mr. Arens. When, please ? 

Mrs. Fosrer. That was in 1945, in the fall of 1945. 

So I was asked to—no, I was ‘told what it would be about, and it 
was to be about collecting information and evidence on Communist 
activities in this part of the county y, and I was given a week to think 
it over. 

Mr. Arens. Did you discuss it with your husband ? 

Mrs. Fosrer. Yes, I did. 

Mr. Arens. He has been thoroughly kept abreast of your activities 
as an undercover agent in the Communist Party, is that correct? 
Mrs. Foster. Yes, he has. 

Mr. Arens. I think it might be interesting for our record if you 
tell us what Bill’s job is. 

Mrs. Fosrrr. He is a sales director for the Nashua Corp. in Nashua, 
N. H. And I would like to say right here that without him I never 
could have done it. He spent many sleepless nights, and he is a 
wonderful guy, worrying about me. 

Mr. Arens. Mrs. Foster, would you kindly proceed. In 1945 you 
had that arrangement worked out. Tow long was it before you 
actually did assume, by techniques which we don’t need to explore 
now, full status in the Communist Party? 

Mrs. Foster. It was from the fall of 1945 until the spring of 1947. 

Mr. Arens. It was almost 2 years before you actually were admit- 
ted into membership in the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Foster. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. I should like to ask you on the basis of your back- 
ground and experience as an undercover agent in the Communist 
Party how serious is the Communist Party now, this minute, in the 
New England area? 

Mrs. Foster. I think it is more serious than it has ever been in 
the entire history of the party. 

Mr. Arens. How can that be, Mrs. Foster, when we see and hear 
pronouncements to the effect that the number of Communists has 
been reduced, and we hear statements, public statements, by certain 
officials to the effect that the American people will never go for 
communism? How can you, as an undercover agent in the Commu- 
nist Party, with years of extensive experience, make the statement 
that the Communist Party is today more a menace, more serious, than 
ever before ? 

Mrs. Fosrer. Those who are left in the Communist Party are what 
I call dyed-in-the-woolers. They are hard-core Communists, if I 
may repeat what I have heard here. They are very, very clever. 
They know how to manipulate themselves into all kinds of organiza- 
tions, into trade unions, ito schools, colleges, and almost any organi- 
zation of any importance in this country. 

Mr. Arens. They multiply their influence, do they not, by getting 
at nerve centers in our country ? 

Mrs. Foster. I don’t know if they multiply the numbers. 

Mr. Arens. I say their influence. 

Mrs. Foster. Yes, their influence, that is true they do, and they are 
very hard to detect by the average American because really on the 
surface they are just like you and me. I find, if I didn’t know who 
they were—they are very brilliant people, well spoken, a lot of them, 
well read, and it is very difficult to know who they are. 
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Mr. Arens. Is there any question in your mind but what the Com- 
munist operation in the United States with its thousands of partici- 
pants and its tens of thousands, if not hundreds of thousands of per- 
sons under Communist discipline, is part and parcel of a conspiracy 
controlled from Moscow ? 

Mrs. Fosrrer. There is no doubt whatsoever. 

Mr. Arens. May we revert to the chronology of your activity in the 
Communist conspiracy and ask you to tell us who recruited you into 
the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Foster. Joy Clark. 

Mr. Arens. And give us just a word about Joy Clark. 

Mrs. Fosrrer. Joy Clark was a colonizer, a young girl who was sent 
to Nashua to work in textile mills there and to head the Communist 
movement in the southern part of New Hampshire. Do you want 
me to 

Mr. Arens. Do you here and now identify Joy Clark as a person 
known by you to be a Communist ? 

Mrs. Foster. I will have to go back a little bit. I have to go back 
to Cape Cod. 

After I gave my answer, “Yes,” to this FBI agent, I was informed 
that Joe Figueiredo in New Bedford, a Communist, was giving radio 
broadcasts every weekend, and it was suggested that I listen to them 
and that I mail him a letter telling that I was interested in the party, 
which I did. He wrote me a letter and asked me to come and see him. 
I made many calls on him. When I got ready to leave Cape Cod 
and come back to New Hampshire at the end of the war, he suggested 
that I get in contact with Elba Chase Nelson who was chairman of 
the Communist Party in New Hampshire, and I believe he must have 
written her a letter. I went up to see her, and after that call she came 
down and saw me and brought Joy Clark and introduced her and 
said I would be working with her at Nashua and named her as a Com- 
munist. J amsorry to take so long. 

Mr. Arens. That is perfectly all right. What were Joy Clark’s 
duties in Nashua ? 

Mrs. Fosrer. She was supposed to call meetings and recruit new 
Communists and to work within her union, to work on the bosses of 
the union to try to carry the party line along in the union work. She 
didn’t have very much luck, but she tried. 

Mr. Arrens. Did she subsequently leave New Hampshire ? 

Mrs. Foster. Yes. She did. She finally left. She wasn’t there 
too long. 

Mr. Arens. I wonder if before we proceed further you would tell 
us about your own experience in respect to Communist Party dis- 
cipline over the individuals, in the lives of the individual comrades. 

Mrs. Fostrr. My own experience ? 

Mr. Arens. Yes. 

Mrs. Fostrr. Well, I was expected to do what I was told to do, re- 
gardless of whether it happened to be a church day or party planned 
with my husband or something to do with the children. If there was 
something they wanted done, it wouldn’t have set well if I hadn’t 
done it. Ifa meeting was called, I was certainly expected to be there 
regardless. 
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Mr. Arens. How, may I ask you, did you keep your activities within 
the conspiracy—and I know you had to go all over the New England 
area—from the children? 

Mrs. Foster. I do have very curious children so it was a little 
harder perhaps than it would have been with some children whe 
didn’t pay much attention. I made up a lot of stories, and my family 
does a lot of hunting, fishing, golfing, all the prevailing sports you 
can name in New Hampshire because we have one of the most wonder- 
ful states in the whole country for that, so it was very easy for me to 
say that I was going fishing and that I was going hunting, or I used 
the camera also as a front. 

Mr. Arens. You area camera fan? 

Mrs. Foster. I was. At that time I was an amateur, but I did do 
newspaper work, and I have been doing newspaper work since the 
beginning of the war. . 

And I am willing to have any and all pictures taken whenever you 
allow them to be taken, but they may not be very good. 

Mr. Arens. Thank you. 

But you kept your husband advised at all times of all of your moves? 

Mrs. Foster. Yes, I did. He was my babysitter a great deal of the 
time. 

Mr. Arens. In view of the atheistic nature of the conspiracy, anti- 
God concepts, were you able as a comrade and undercover agent to 
keep your children in Sunday school 

Mrs. Foster. Well, I wasn’t able to send them—I would have been, 
at the risk perhaps of being scolded or maybe worse than that, but I 
felt that I had to send them to a Sunday school somewhere so I just 
picked a Sunday school that was acceptable to them. J would rather 
not name the church. 

Mr. Arens. Did you hold office in the Communist Party in Nashua? 

Mrs. Foster. After a while Joy Clark left, then I had the duty of 
secretary. I couldn’t be a chairman of the group in Nashua because 
I didn’t belong to a union. 

Mr. Arens. As secretary did you have access to the names of the 
trusted comrades? 

Mrs. Foster. Yes, I did. 

Mr. Arens. Did you hold any other offices in the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Foster. After awhile | was invited to participate in the state 
executive meetings of the Communist Party in New Hampshire. 

Mr. Arens. Was the New Hampshire State Committee part of a 
larger entity of the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Foster. Yes, it was. It was within District 1 of New England. 

Mr. Arens. District 1 encompassed New England? 

Mrs. Foster. New England. 

Mr. Arens. Where are the headquarters of District 1? 

Mrs. Fosrrr. Boston. 

Mr. Arens. Based on your experience in the Communist Party, 
could you tell us whether or not the Communist Party is a political 
party. j 

Mrs. Foster. No, it is not. 

Mr. Arens. What is it? 

Mrs. Fosrrr. It is a conspiracy. ; 

Mr. Arens. May we revert to the chronology of your career? What 
were your duties as secretary of the Communist Party of Nashua? 
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Mrs. Foster. I was supposed to collect dues and spread party prop- 
aganda. I was supposed to call meetings, send out cards, tell them 
when meetings would be, and sometimes I would have to contact a 
speaker who was coming from Boston, from the Boston oflice; and I 
contacted various sympathizers and fellow travelers who would be in- 
terested in the written matter that we had. 

Mr. Arens. In this capacity you, of course, had the opportunity to 
learn the identity of other Communists in the vicinity, did you not? 

Mrs. Foster. Yes. 

Mr. Arzuns. Did the Nashua group include people other than from 
the immediate corporate limits of the city ? 

Mrs. Foster. Yes, it did. 

Mr. Arrns. What general area was included in the Nashua group? 

Mrs. Foster. Really the central southern area of the state. Do you 
want me to give boundaries? 

Mr. Argens. Please. 

Mrs. Fosrer. They went about as far west as Wilton, New Hamp- 
shire, and Nashua, Hudson. That is about it. 

Mr. Arens. Mrs. Foster, would you kindly give us the name of each 
person who to your certain knowledge was a Communist in the Nashua . 
vicinity, and give us a word about each one of them, a word of char- 
acterization or description, please ? ; 

Mrs. Fosrer. The number one Communist family in Nashua, New 
Hampshire was the Dobrowolski family. 

Mr. Arens. And who in that family were comrades, to your know]l- 


edge? 


Mrs. Fosrer. In that family the mother was Kate Dobrowolski. 
She was in the beginning working in the mill and a very strong union 
person. She attended meetings and paid her dues. Then Eddie 
Dobrowolski was her son, and he had a store In the front of their home. 
He was quite active in the early days. He attended meetings, and he 
distributed Workers, Sunday Workers. 

Louise Dobrowolski was the daughter of the family, and she sort 
of worked along with me after she returned home from wherever she 
went to school, I guess. After Joy Clark left, she and I really did 
things together in Nashua. 

She was chairman of the Nashua branch when I was secretary, at 
least for part of the time, and she worked on mimeographing letters 
along with me, as Joy Clark had done before. And we spread them 
about the area. The meetings were held in her house, and they were 
held quite frequently in the early days. She later married Hugo 
De Gregory. 

Then we have John Nahorski. 

Mr. Arens. Where is he now? 

Mrs. Foster. He is now in Poland. He went to Poland of his own 
volition just before 1950. He was a very close friend of Dobrowolskis 
and lived right near them. 

And there were Mr. and Mrs. John Twardoski. They were an old 
couple, occasionally came to meetings and paid their dues. And I do 
not have much else to say about them. They were very friendly with 
Dobrowolskis also. 

There were Mr. and Mrs. George O’Brien. He was on relief, un- 
able to get work, and they were elderly. I collected dues from them 
the same as the others. I went to see them a few times. And they 
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came to just one or two meetings that I can recall. They were really 
quite elderly. I don’t even know if they are living now or not. 

Then there was Joy Clark, of course, whom I mentioned. Do you 
want me at this time to go into Joy Clark a little more since she is 
going to be leaving soon. 

Mr. Arens. Yes, if you please. 

Mrs. Fosrrr. She started recruiting me and another family in town 
by holding meetings, indoctrination meetings on Marxism and the 
ways of the Communist Party. At least two of those boys in that 
family would be with me when she was explaining the Communist 
Party to us, and that is all that she did in the way of lessons or 
schooling. But she introduced me to most of the people, the majority 
of the people that I think that I mentioned who were Communists, 
Joy introduced me to, including a lot of people in Boston and people 
in the states that she knew at that time. 

Mr. Arens. Mrs. Foster, I think that this might be an appropriate 
time for me to ask you about the cut-out, security system in the Com- 
munist Party. One comrade within one unit of the Communist Party 
would not necessarily know who other comrades were in other units, 
isn’t that correct ? 

Mrs. Foster. That is true. 

Mr. Arens. You Were an undercover agent for the FBI, were you 
not ? 
Mrs. Fosrrr. Yes, I was. 

Mr. Arrens. Did you know Armando Penha, who was likewise an 
undercover agent for the FBI? 

Mrs. Fosrrr. No, I didn’t. 

Mr. Arens. You didn’t know him at all? 

Mrs. Foster. No, I didn’t. Of course, he didn’t start until after I 
was about through. 

Mr. Arens. I see. 

Mrs. Fosrrer. Otherwise, I might have met him at meetings. 

Mr. Arens. The Communist Party has a very tight security system, 
does it not ? 

Mrs. Fosrrr. Yes, it does. 

Mr. Arens. In which they do not let some comrades know who other 
comrades are ? 

Mrs. Foster. That is true. 

Mr. Arens. It is very difficult for Government agencies to get 
folks and to penetrate 

Mrs. Foster. Yes, it is. 

Mr. ARENs. the inner sanctums in order to see a complete pat- 
tern, isn’t that correct ? 

Mrs. Foster. That is true. The only way that I think that can be 
taken care of is for the American people to be educated as to how 
these people operate. No matter who is pulling the strings somebody 
has to be out there as a puppet. And I think that when the mothers 
and fathers and the people of this country are thoroughly aware of 
exactly how this thing works, with party members working on the 
outside, we won’t have anything more to worry about. 

Mr. Arwns. You told me, and I think it might be well to direct 
your attention to it. You told me at one time if it weren’t for the 
Communist Party dupes in the United States, people who do the job 
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of the Communist Party with the Communists pulling the strings, we 
wouldn’t have anything to worry about. That was the essence of 
what you told me. 

Mrs. Foster. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. Do you care to elaborate on that at this time, the extent 
to which the hard-core operatives multiply their effectiveness by get- 
ting dupes, and the like, to do their work ? 

Mrs. Fosrer. Well, they are. Right now, of course, is a wonderful 
time for the party to be working because of this recession with some 
people out of work, and they can get people easier if they are either a 
little neurotic or down-trodden or having hard times, and they really 
like that. As a matter of fact, when I first entered the party, they 
were rather disappointed that we didn’t have another depression, and 
we often discussed that. They said it was a little slow coming, but 
it might be along pretty soon. 

Mr. Arens. Now may we proceed with identification of persons 
known by you there to be members of the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Foster. To finish up with Joy Clark. She left us about—oh, 
about—2 years after I had known her for 2 years and went to 
New Bedford, and she told me she was going down there to be 
trained to become a countrywide worker in union methods and or- 
ganization. And as far as I know, she went down there and did 
some kind of newspaper work and reports or something for the Daily 
Worker in that area. Iam not certain. 

Mr. Arens. She is presently out on the coast ? 

Mrs. Fosrer. Yes. She and Joe Figueiredo, if they are still to- 
gether, should be out in California somewhere. 

Mr. Arens. Would you kindly proceed with the next one? 

Mrs. Fosrrer. There is Mike Biturnis. 

Mr. Arens. I think it is only fair, Mr. Chairman, for me to recite 
that on the basis of information which we have, Mike Biturnis, who 
was a one-time member of the Communist Party, has since 1954 
cooperated with Government agencies and is no longer in the party. 
Can you confirm that, Mrs. Foster ? 

Mrs. Fosrer. I cannot. 

Mr. Arens. You cannot confirm that ? 

Mrs. Foster. I didn’t know that, No. 

Mr. Arens. Yes. 

Mrs. Fosrer. He was sort of a little bit over a middle-aged man, 
and when Joy first came to Nashua she had a mimeograph machine 
in one of his rooms in the center of the city of Nashua. I went there 
with her, and I don’t know that she slept there, but she cooked her 
meals there because I helped her. I also helped her mimeograph 
some leaflets there. And that is all that I have to say about Mike 
Biturnis. He may have come to a meeting, but I don’t recall ever 
seeing him at certainly not very many. Then, that of course was my 
first year, 1947. Then we go to Benny, the Iceman, Maskiewicz. 

Mr. Arens. His first name is Benny ? 

Mrs. Fostrr. Benny. 

Mr. Arens. He is under subpena. 

Mrs. Foster. “The Iceman” goes in between. 

Mr. ArENSs. Give us a word about him please. 

Mrs. Foster. He is a very pleasant individual. He was a dyed- 
in-the-wooler as far as Communists go. He is a very close friend of 
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the Dobrowolski family. He drank a little heavily so he wasn’t too 
dependable for the party work, but he did help us out when he could. 

Mr. Arens. Did he contribute to the party ? 

Mrs. Fostrr. Yes, he did. He contributed regularly to the party 
financially and paid his dues when we could catch him. 

Mr. Arens. Is he a citizen, or is he an alien? 

Mrs. Foster. I think he had been in this country at that time about 
52 years, and I remember very clearly he was not. He did not have 
any papers. I don’t know very much about citizenship papers, but 
he didn’t have any. 

Mr. Arrns. Is there another name, please? 

Mrs. Foster. I might add that there were picnics held at his—he 
raised hogs in the town of Hudson, and it is where Hugo De Gregory 
lives now. He held picnics there. The party held picnics there to 
which members of the Boston Communist Party and surrounding 
areas occasionally came. 

Two people who came that I remember one day were Dave and 
Ed Rosenberg. 

The next one is Jacob Hida. He was introduced to me by Elba 
Chase Nelson. In fact, Elba would come down on the train, and I 
would drive her around. We would visit various people, and take 
information to them and either collect their dues or money from them 
and sort of keep them in touch with the party. Some of them would 
be fellow travelers. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I think it only fair for me to announce 
that it is our information that Jacob Eida has become disassociated 
from the Communist Party and has cooperated with Government 
agencies. 

Mrs. Fostmr. Yes, that is true. I know that. He was expelled 
from the party. And would you like to know the reason why he 
was expelled ? 

He had some friends who came over from Poland, I think it was 
Poland, but I could be wrong, but one of the countries dominated 
by Russia, and he learned from them that things were not the way 
they had been painted to him over here, that they are having a very 
hard time and people really were down, being held under the iron 
thumb and that these people had gotten out of the country, come over 
here to live a good life. After they told him all the little details, 
he just wouldn’t have any more to do with the party here. 

Mr. Arens. Is there another name? 

Mrs. Fosrer. Yes. A minister and his wife—a Unitarian minister 
and his wife, Polly and Albert D’Orlando, lived in the town of Wil- 
ton. He had achurch in Wilton and also one in Bedford. 

Mr. Arens. Where is he located now, Mrs. Foster ? 

Mrs. Fosrrr. I wouldn’t know where he is right now except that 
I seem to remember that he went south somewhere toward Texas. 

Mr. Arens. He is now in New Orleans. He has a large church in 
New Orleans there. 

Mrs. Foster. Oh, he does? 

Mr. Arens. Is hisname Albert D’Orlando? 

Mrs. Foster. That is correct. 

Mr. AreNns. Do you here and now identify the Reverend Albert 
D’Orlando as a person who to your certain knowledge was a member 
of the Communist Party ? 
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Mrs. Foster. I do. 

Mr. Arens. Did you collect dues from the Reverend Albert DOr- 
lando? 

Mrs. Foster. I did. Gols ; 

Mr. Arens. When did you collect dues, over what period of time 
did you collect dues from the Reverend Albert D’Orlando? 

Mrs. Fosrur. Before 1950, because I went with Hugo De Gregory 
to re-register him in 1950 and he refused to be re-registered then. 

Mr. Arens. In 1950 D’Orlando refused to be re-registered as a 
Communist, is that correct ? 

Mrs. Foster. Yes. He was very upset over Philbrick’s testimony 
and said that he had known him. 

Mr. Arens. Did he announce to you that he was becoming dis- 
associated from the Communist Party or did he give some expla- 
nation 

Mrs. Fostsr. No, he didn’t. 

Mr. ARens. as to why he would not re-register in your par- 
ticular group of the Communist Party 4 

Mrs. Foster. I am sorry. I can’t recall what he said about it other 
than that. But he did say that he preferred to go to meetings down 
around the Boston area, than he did to ours, because he had a lot of 
friends down there. And that is where he read his papers. He 
wouldn’t buy the Daily Worker or the Sunday Worker from me. He 
didn’t take a subscription because his parishioners had access to his 
house and could come any time they wanted to. They told me, both 
of them, that they read their papers down there, not their papers, but 
somebody’s papers. 

Mr. Arens. I should like to get the record clear on this. In 1950, 
when he told you that he was attending meetings in the Boston area 
and therefore 

Mrs. Fosrer. Gatherings in the Boston area, I don’t know that 
they were formal meetings, just gatherings. 

Mr. Arens. Did he indicate to you whether or not those meetings 
that he was then attending in Boston were Communist meetings? 

Mrs. Foster. He didn’t announce that they were Communist meet- 
ings. But my understanding was that they were. 

Mr. Arens. Did you know his wife, Polly D’Orlando, to be a 
Communist ? 

Mrs. Fosrmr. Yes. 

Mr. Argns. Did you collect Communist Party dues from her? 

Mrs. Foster. I collected for her from her husband. 

Mr. Arens. Is there another name? 

Mrs. Fostrr. Hugo De Gregory is my next name. He first came to 
Nashua; I first met him when he was sent there by the Boston office 
to give some classes in Marxism. Louise Dobrowolski and I had gone 
down to the office here in Boston and asked for material which we 
would like to have Phil Bineau teach us as he had offered to teach us. 
_And they very nicely gave us everything that we needed and said that 
they would send it. We talked to Mrs. Timpson about this and Ann 
Garfield and, I believe, Dave Rosenberg at that time. We made an 
appointment from the Progressive Book Shop before we went up to 
the office to be sure it was all right to go up there. Then after we 
got home, I got a letter, or we got a letter, I don’t remember which of 
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us it was, stating that Hugo De Gregory would be coming to teach the 
classes, and there were about, 9, for sure, classes held in the various 
subjects. 

Mr. Arens. Before we go to the next name, I would like to revert 
again to the Reverend Albert D’Orlando. Is there any possibility 
that the payments made by D’Orlando to you were not Communist 
Party dues? 

Mrs. Fostrr. Not to my knowledge. 

Mr. Arens. Did you collect them as dues? 

Mrs. Fosrer. I did. Only once or twice, however, because I went 
with other people the other times. 

Mr. Arrens. Are you absolutely certain that the Reverend Albert 
D’Orlando was a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Foster. Yes, I am. 

Mr. Arens. As of what period of time? What was the latest date? 

Mrs. Fosrmr. I was taken and introduced to them by Elba Chase 
Nelson, and she was the one who introduced me to them as Com- 
munists. 

Mr. Arens. What is the latest period of time at which you can toa 
certainty swear that the Reverend Albert D’Orlando was a member of 
the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Foster. Well, Hugo and I went to re-register him in 1950, 
sometime in 1950, and it may have been a lapse of a few months over 
the time that we should have gone, but I would say it was safe to say 
a year and a half before that he had been registered. 

Mr. Arens. And he said he would not re-register because of Phil- 
brick’s testimony, is that correct ? 

Mrs. Foster. I would like to say that it 1s possible that Philbrick 
hadn’t testified at that time and he might have said that at some other 
time when I went there. There is a possibility of that. But he 
did say that to me, and I saw them right after it happened. And 
they were very upset about it. And they left there soon after that. 

Mr. Arens. Mrs. Foster, I think that I should announce to you 
that Reverend D’Orlando was subpenaed to appear before the com- 
mittee in executive session. The announcement I am making now is 
after consultation with the members of the committee, that in the 
course of the interrogation in executive session of the Reverend 
D’Orlando in Washington we asked him in effect whether or not he 
had ever been a member of the Communist Party. He invoked his 
constitutional privileges up to and including 1945 or 1946. There- 
after, we asked him about Communist Party activities and member- 
ship and he asserted that at a period after about 1945 or 1946 he had 
made payments or contributions to the Communist Party but denied 
that he had paid money as dues. That is the reason why I am press- 
ing you on this point. Are you certain that since 1945 or 746 you, 
while an undercover agent of the FBI, can testify that the Reverend 
D’Orlando did pay not just contributions or a money gift, but dues 
to the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Foster. I would like to say—could I say this: That reports 
were sent in on this to the FBI here in Boston, and I am sure they 
will be available to you on that. And may I answer that 

Mr. Arens. I would rather not get into that subject matter now. 
I would lke to see if you 
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Mrs. Foster. I am certain. 

Mr. Arpns. Are you certain ? 

Mrs. Foster. I am not going to change that. That is what I sent 
to the FBI here in Boston, and I had his card with me with everything 
to fill out on it. 

Mr. Arens. What card was it that you had? 

Mrs. Fosrer. I had cards that had the amount that they got, and 
they usually received stamps for their dues. 

Mr. Argens. These were Communist Party cards? 

Mrs. Foster. It wasn’t the card that they carried. It was a card 
that I had. 

Mr. Arens. Communist Party record card? 

Mrs. Fosrrr. A reference card. 

Mr. Arens. Where were the sessions held when you collected Com- 
munist Party dues from the Reverend D’Orlando? 

Mrs. Foster. It was in his own home at Wilton. 

Mr. Arens. In his own home in Wilton. Do you recall approxi- 
mately where his home was in town 4 

Mrs. Foster. Yes, I do. 

Mr. Arens. Could you tell us? I have never been in that vicinity 
at all. 

Mrs. Foster. Actually it is Wilton Center. You go through Wil- 
ton and go to Wilton Center, and when you come to the blinker, there 
is only one, the house is immediately across the street on the right. 

Mr. Arens. Mrs. Foster, do you have a recollection of the approxi- 
mate amount of the Communist Party dues which you have collected 
since 1945 from the Reverend D’Orlando, your best recollection, your 
best estimate or judgment ? 

Mrs. Fosrer. I can’t remember whether it was a dollar or $5. It’s 
been too long. 

Mr. Arens. May we please proceed to the next name? 

Mrs. Foster. Oliver Williamson, who was chief of police of Mil- 
ford, N. H. 

Mr. Arens. And he was a member of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mrs. Foster. He was at one time. 

Mr. Arens. I think it only fair, Mr. Chairman, for me to announce 
that based upon confidential information we are satisfied that Oliver 
Williamson has disassociated himself from the Communist Party and 
has cooperated with Government agencies. 

Mr. Kearney. That is the former chief of police? 

Mr. Arens. Yes, sir. 

Next name, if you please, ma’am. 

Mrs. Foster. Charles C. Beebe, Hollis, N. H. He is a long-time 
Communist and gentleman farmer. 

Mr. Arens. Charles C., is that correct ? 

Mrs. Fosrrer. That is right. He was really our financiai contribu- 
tor in that area. He gave us money fairly regularly, sometimes in 
small amounts, sometimes in a larger amount. 

Mr. Arens. It is only fair, Mr. Chairman, for me to likewise an- 
nounce publicly that it is our information from authentic sources that 
Charles C. Beebe of Hollis, N. H., has since 1953, become disassociated 
from the Communist Party and has cooperated with Government 
agencies. 
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In addition to the actual Communist Party members of the Nashua 
group, were there persons who were not Communists who contributed 
heavily to the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Foster. I wouldn’t say that they contributed heavily, but they 
contributed. 

Mr. Arens. Strike the word heavily, but they contributed. 

Mrs. Fosrer. Yes, there were, and they contributed off and on in 
varying amounts. 

Mr. Arens. We do not want you on this public record to name such 
persons, but did you find in your Communist Party activity that the 
Communist Party used sympathizers as well as innocent persons to 
carry out the nefarious program of the conspiracy ? 

Mrs. Fosrrer. Not very important jobs, of course. In a small way, 
they helped, mostly just financially. 

Mr. Arrns. Do you have any recollection at the moment of an inci- 
dent involving professors at the University of New Hampshire who 
were to be used by the conspiracy, if possible? 

Mrs. Foster. When the PCA was first established in southern New 
Hampshire. 

Mr. Arens. That is the Progressive Citizens of America? 

Mrs. Foster. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. Was that controlled by the conspiracy in New 
Hampshire? 

Mrs. Foster. There were people in it who belonged to the Com- 
munist Party. 
psy weromile It was the forerunner of the Progressive Party, was 
it not ¢ 

Mrs. Fosrer. Yes, it was. It came before Henry Wallace’s party. 

Mr, Arens. Would you excuse my several interruptions there? If 
you will kindly proceed. 

Mrs. Fostrr. Yes. We held a meeting at which Muriel Gravelle 
was present and she was working at the State House in Concord at 
the time. And the person who called this meeting, who was not a 
Communist, whom I do not wish to name here, asked her if she would 
be able to get a list from her office of the professors at the University 
of New Hampshire, and she said she thought she could, that she 
would try. I donot know whether she got them or not. 

Mr. Armns. The purpose of the attempt at least was to try to influ- 
ence the professors, was it not ? 

Mrs. Foster. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. Specifically they were to bea target. 

Mrs. Fosrrr. ‘They were to be used in some way, and I imagine to 
swell the ranks of the PCA. 

Mr. Argens. Muriel Gravelle has been identified publicly under 
oath by a live witness as a member of the Communist Party yester- 
day, and yesterday she appeared in response to a subpena before this 
cominittee. 

You have told us that you also have been on the New Hampshire 
State Committee of the Communist Party or served in some of these 
sessions of that committee, is that correct ? 

Mrs. Foster. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Would you give us the names now of the persons who 
to your certain knowledge comprised the State Committee of the 
Communist Party of New Hampshire? 
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Mrs. Fosrrr. Elba Chase Nelson was the state chairman, and she 
has been sort of the ruler of the roost in the Communist Party in 
New Hampshire for some long, long time. Muriel Gravelle was 
secretary, and Abraham Welanko was the treasurer. 

Other people on the committee at one time or another were Bueno 
Wirkkila, he lived in Washington near Mrs. Nelson; Sidney Golden- 
berg, Berlin, N. H.; Charles Chase, at that time at the University of 
New Hampshire; Harold Horne, Berlin, N. H., and now in Florida, 
I think; Alex Karnikas, Goffstown; Marian Welanko, the wife of 
Abraham Welanko, lived in South Weir; and then myself. Other 
people who are not listed here came and went occasionally to take the 
place of some of these who were absent, but not as a regular thing. 

Mr. Arens. Now in connection with your duties as an officer of the 
State Committee of the Communist Party and an officer of the Nashua 
group of the Communist Party, did you have occasion to meet other 
people of the Communist Party throughout the State of New 
Hampshire? 

Mrs. Foster. Yes, I did. 

Mr. Arens. Would you please name the cities or areas of New 
Hampshire and the Communist Party members in each area with 
whom you to a certainty became acquainted as Communists? 

Mr. Foster. Do you want just the names or do you want 

Mr. Arens. You might give us, if you please, a word about each, 
if you have a recollection that you think would be appropriate. 

Mrs. Foster. There was Muriel Grace Gravelle. She was an execu- 
tive secretary of the Progressive Party, and she was secretary of the 
Communist Party. 

Mr. Arens. Is this the Concord-Hillsboro area, or central part of 
the state ? 

Mrs. Fosrrr. Yes, it is. She also edited a paper that was gotten 
out every so often that went to Progressive Party members. Later on 
she worked with the New England Citizens Concerned for Peace in 
Boston after she left Concord and before she married Cliff McAvoy. 
That was sometime around 

Mr. Arens. May I interrupt here please? 

Mrs. Fosrrr. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. This Cliff McAvoy that you just mentioned is the hus- 
band of one of the witnesses here yesterday. Do you know whether 
that individual was one of the stadwarts of the American Labor Party 
in the State of New York? 

Mrs. Foster. Did I know that? No, the only thing that I knew 
was at the time she married him he was running for councilman, and 
she was going to help with his campaign, and that is all I know. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know on what ticket he was running? 

Mrs. Foster. No, Iam sorry I don’t. She also was a national coun- 
cilwoman for the Progressive Party. 

And she left New Hampshire and went to Boston and from Boston 
to New York. Elba Chase Nelson was chairman of the New Hamp- 
shire—I already mentioned her—chairman of the New Hampshire 
Communist Party. She, of course, in that 

Mr. Dorie. May I inquire at that point about Elba Chase Nelson ? 
Did you know her before she married Mr. Nelson? 

Mrs. Foster. No, I didn’t. 
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Mr. Arens. Is that Mr. Nelson, if you know, is he the Nelson of 
the Nelson Case? 

Mrs. Fosrrr. No. 

Mr. Arrns. Any connection with it as far as you know? 

Mrs. Fosrer. No. He wasn’t a member of the party. But he lost 
his job as the post office rural carrier because of his connections. 

Mr. Arens. Was she active in labor union circles, do you know? 

Mrs. Fosrer. Elba Chase Nelson was in the early days. She told 
many stories about the good work that they did long ago. Of course, 
being chairman of the State Communist Party in New Hampshire 
meant that she was also a member of the inner circle in Boston and 
attended those meetings, district meetings in Boston. 

Homer Chase, a son of Elba Nelson, was chairman of the Georgia 
Communist Party. Iam sorry I don’t know the number of years. 

He was jailed down there for something that he claims that he didn’t 
do and cited for contempt of court, and I guess he was bailed and he 
jumped bail and came back up here to New Hampshire, and he is still 
here. I just learned that he ran for selectman in the town of Wash- 
ington and went from door to door to see everybody there, but he 
didn’t make out very well and lost the election. 

Oliver Chase is another son of Elba’s. I don’t know where he 
worked, but I often saw him around there, and he did have a small 
home next to his mother’s, up the road. 

Charles Chase is another son. He was at the University of New 
Hampshire when I first knew him. He wasa very brilliant lad. He 
was a teacher later on, I believe, in some school near Boston. 

Rachel Chase is the wife of Homer, Barbara Chase was the wife of 
Oliver, and Dorothy was the wife of Charles. Quite a few of them. 

And then Bueno Wirkkila was a neighbor of the Nelsons. 

Roland Gray taught school in Newington, New Hampshire, if I 
recall that correctly for one year at least. And I think he attended 
the University of New Hampshire prior to that time. He was used, 
just before Wallace, during the Wallace campaign, to get members 
for the Progressive Party to work on that campaign. And he roamed 
around the state doing that. 

Then I have Bob Whitney. All I can say about him is that he ap- 
peared at a closed Communist meeting. 

And, of course, Douglas Perry. He was around for sometime. He 
came to many of our meetings. Once and awhile he dominated a 
meeting. He wasa U. E. organizer, and he moved about so I couldn’t 
tell you exactly when he was where, but he was over near the coast 
for awhile, and then he went down to New Bedford. And he may 
still be in New Bedford. 

Mr. Arens. Now may I invite your attention to the Manchester 
area in New Hamsphire and ask you to give us the name and a word 
of description about the activities or identification of each person 
who to a certainty was known by you to be in the Communist con- 
spiracy ? 

Mrs. Foster. First of all was Victor DeNauw. Meetings were held 
in his house in Manchester. I never went to a closed Communist 
meeting at his house. There were other people invited. Elizabeth 
Gurley Flynn was one of them. 

Mr. Arens. May I say, Mr. Chairman, in fairness to Victor De- 
Nauw, that it is the information of our committee from authoritative 
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sources that since 1954 Victor DeNauw has been disassociated from the 
Communist Party and has cooperated fully with Government agen- 
cies ? 

Mrs. Fosrer. James O’Donnell, at the time I first knew him, had 
lost his job with the Manchester mill because he had been using too 
Red tactics in the union there. And I believe that he used to work 
for Charles Beebe. 

Mr. Arens. May I say, Mr. Chairman, that the same observation 
pertains to James O’Donnell that pertains to Victor DeNauw, namely 
that he likewise has since 1954 been disassociated from the Communist 
Party and has cooperated with Government agencies ? 

Mrs. Foster. Charles Theodore, I think he was Greek. Al I think 
of is bananas when I think of him, but I am sure he had a grocery 
chain, or grocery store, in Manchester, and he came to a few meetings 
and then he left. I think he moved to School Street or somewhere 
in Boston, and he may have opened another store down here. That is 
all I know about him. 

Elton Gustafson, he also was a friend of the Beebes. They often 
mentioned him to me. He lived in Manchester and belonged to the 
Manchester Communist Party group. He wasn’t a very good Com- 
munist, though, because many times he was asked to do a job and ap- 
parently he fell down on the job and he was scolded and ridiculed at 
the meetings for that. In fact he was considered for expulsion, but 
we tabled it and did not, as far as I know, put him out. That is all. 

Mr. Doyzxr. The committee will stand in recess for five minutes. 

(A brief recess was taken.) 

Mr. Doyix. The committee will please come to order. 

Let the record show that after a brief recess the committee recon- 
venes with Congressman Kearney of New York and Doyle of Cali- 
fornia, a quorum of the subcommittee is present. 

Ready, Mr. Arens? 

Mr. Arens. Mrs. Foster, would you kindly continue? Up to the 
recess you were discussing names of persons who were known by you 
to be members of the Communist Party in the Manchester area of New 
Hampshire. 

Mrs. Fosrer. Which one did I name last, please ? 

Mr. Arens. The last person concerning whom you gave testimony 
was Elton Gustafson. 

Mrs. Fosrrer. The next one is Alex Karnikas. He lived in Goffs- 
town, just outside of Manchester with his parents, and, I believe, his 
sister, Ann Karnikas. I can’t tell you anything more about them, 
other than they appeared at meetings in the Manchester area. 

The next one is Abraham Welanko, who was treasurer of the Com-- 
munist Party and treasurer of the Progressive Party also. I don’t 
know when he came here, but he was a lawyer who lived in South 
Weir with his wife and daughter and small son. He very seldom 
ever missed a meeting. He was on the executive board in the state 
and as far as I know he didn’t work very much, if any, but he did 
help out when a lawyer was needed. He helped Louise Dobrowolsk1 
get her divorce from her first husband, for instance. 

Mr. Doytx. Did he charge fees? 

Mrs. Foster. He charged a fee. I think it was somewhere in the 
vicinity of $100. F 
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Mr. Dortz. Did he charge fees when he cooperated with you Com- 
munist leaders in matters that were referred to him for legal advice, 
for instance, as far as you know? 

Mrs. Fosrmr. I believe he charged them the same as he would any- 
one else unless it was just verbal advice, and I imagine he just put 
that out free. 

He left his wife and his family and took his little boy, without any 
warning, and went to California, leaving his car in Boston and let- 
ting her know it was there. He usually sat very quietly at meetings 
and listened to other people, and then after they had talked a bit he 
would sort of put the cap on the bottle with a remark. In other 
words, he more or less overrode anyone at any meeting I always 
thought. 1 always had a feeling that he was just not an ordinary 
Communist member. 

Marian Welanko was his wife, and meetings were held probably 
50 percent of the time at their home in South Weir. 

John Zabrowski, I know as a Communist only. I do not know very 
much about him except that he did come to a closed meeting at least 
once. 

Mr. Arens. Now would you kindly identify for this record the 
name of each person who to your certain knowledge was a member of 
the Communist Party in the Keene area or the southwest part of the 
state ? 

Mrs. Fosrmr. I was told by Elba Chase Nelson on one of our trips 
that Julie and Dave Taylor were Communists and that they lived in 
Keene, also that Hulda, and I think the last name is either Hill or 
Hills, but I am not certain, was a comrade over there. We many times 
started to go to the Keene vicinity here, but never got there because 
we had too much else to do. 

Mr. Arens. May I invite your attention to the Berlin area of New 
Hampshire and ask you to give us a word about each person who to 
your certain knowledge was a member of the Communist Party in 
that area ? 

Mrs. Foster. Harold Horne was a national committeeman of the 
Progressive Party, and he also came to state committee meetings. He 
went into the Army somewhere in 1949 or 1950 and at that time he 
had to resign as a national committeeman, but I have no recollection 
of his resigning from the Communist Party. I believe he went to 
Fort Dix for his tour of duty, and I think he was a lieutenant, and I 
don’t know what branch. When this state investigation started, 
either just before it started, when they announced it, he and his fam- 
ily left for Florida, and he was not able to appear before our state 
investigative committee on Communist activities. 

Another one is Sidney Goldenberg and his wife, Dorothy Golden- 
berg, in the Berlin area. I think they were leaders of that area, and 
there were other people who were in their group and I do not know 
if they are Communists or not. I think they are. 

Mr. Arens. Did you also become acquainted with members of the 
Communist Party within the Boston area ? 

Mrs. Foster. Yes, I did. I do not know many of them as well as 
New Hampshire people, but I did meet them and they were intro- 
duced to me as Communists at the time. 

Mr: Arens. Would you give us their names and as much infor- 
mation as you can about each of them, please ? 
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Mrs. Foster. The first one is Manny Blum. I know he is called 
Emanuel Blum, but we knew him as Manny Blum. I think he 
was on the staff of the Storrow School here in Boston at that time. 
He was, I believe, a labor organizer. I am not very good at the titles. 
I just knew people and reported what I found out. Manny came to 
Nashua and to our part of the state many, many times during my 
stay inthe party. I got to know him fairly well. 

He brought us literature and directives whenever anything came up 
that was supposed to be started or done, and several times he con- 
tacted me especially to do some work for the party which I did when- 
ever I could. 

Mr. Armns. Did you know his wife, Vera Blum ? 

Mrs. Foster. I met her. 

Mr. Arens. Did you know her as a comrade? 

Mrs. Fosrmr. I was introduced to her as a comrade. 

Mr. Arnns. Was she introduced to you by a comrade as a comrade? 

Mrs. Foster. As one. 

Joy Clark introduced the majority of these people to me that P’m 
going to give you because it was right after I joined in June 1947 that 
we took a trip to Boston and we visited several of these people in their 
homes. We went to their homes, and I believe that is where I met 
Vera. And we also went to a meeting in Boston. This was held in 
the Parker House, I believe, and I think she told me it was called the 
Progressive Book Shelf Meeting, although I can’t imagine why. I 
remember Otis Hood was there, and he talked to us. 

Other people I met with Joy were her sister Margot Clark, another 
couple were Flo and Marty Williams. 

Mr. Arens. And his wife was Flo? 

Mrs. Foster. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. I guess this is Florence. 

Mrs. Foster. I don’t 

Mr. Arens. All right. 

Mrs. Fosrer. Frances and Otis Hood, Daniel Boone Schirmer, 
Geoffrey White, Anne and Art Timpson, and Louis Hicks. 

Mr. Arens. May I make this suggestion? Those persons who are, 
generally speaking, well-known comrades en whom there has been 
made a public record or who have been publicly identified in this series 
by Mr. Penha, I do not think it would be desirable for you to take 
more than a moment’s time on each of them. 

Mrs. Fosrer. I will go back to Daniel Boone Schirmer. He came 
to some of our meetings in New Hampshire. 

Mr. Armns. Yes. He has been identified and has appeared as a 
witness, Mrs. Foster. 

Mrs. Foster. He made a remark at a meeting that I wanted to bring 
out, if I could. 

Mr. Arens. All right. 

Mrs. Fostrr. We had a couple by the name of—well, the man’s 
name was Moe Cerasoli, and Virginia Cerasoli from Vermont, and I 
believe that he was chairman of the Vermont Communist Party be- 
cause they came down here to at least two of our meetings. And 
Moe asked Daniel Boone Schirmer whether or not the Communist 
Party should run on the Progressive Party, and his answer was ab- 
solutely. I can remember that very well because I memorized the 
name. 
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Mr. Kearney. I imagine the real Daniel Boone is spinning in his 
grave at this particular time. 

Mrs. Fosrrr. Louie Hicks, I met at a party with Joy Clark. He 
told me himself that he was a Communist and that he was a graduate 
of MIT. He was a Negro boy. 

Fanny Hartman is another one. She was Joy Clark’s adviser at 
the time I knew Joy. And we called on her at her home. And she 
even bought some of Joy’s clothes occasionally. 

Joseph Figueiredo, this isn’t in the Boston area. 

Mr. Arens. That is all right. 

Mrs. Fosrrer. He was the first Communist, of course, that I ever 
knew, and I visited him many times. I had luncheon with him in 
Boston one day. He came to Nashua one day along with Manny 
Blum to get information and have me take pictures of the Nashua 
mills so he could write a pamphlet on them. Eulalia Figueiredo was 
his wife. 

Mr. Arens. She is the one who was deported ? 

Mrs. Fosrrr. Yes. I met her several times. 

I don’t have Mary Figueirido down here, but she was mentioned to 
me as a Communist by Joseph Figueiredo at the time. But I never 
met her. 

Morris Danzig, I know nothing about him except he was at a meet- 
ing, a Communist meeting, the one that was held at the Parker House 
I mentioned before. 

Edward and Ann Garfield, as I knew her she was usually in the 
Boston office, and I knew them then as Communists through Joy 
Clark. 

Dave Rosenberg, I am sorry I don’t know what his position was, 
when I first met him, but I always thought of him as being pretty 
high up in the Boston circle, and he came to New Hampshire on sey- 
eral occasions to our meetings. 

Frank Collier was either in charge of, or an employee at, the 
Progressive Book Shop in Boston, and he gave me a package one day 
to mail to the Cerasolis in Vermont. That is to identify him. 

Jim Marino came to a secret meeting, and there is probably more 
information on him, but it would be probably in the FBI files be- 
cause I sent it in in a report, and I don’t remember what it is. 

Fred Bradley is a man who called on me at my home, and I can't 
recall what our conversation was except that I know it had to do 
with the party, and on two or three different occasions. That is all 
I can tell you about him. 

Phil Bineau, he offered to teach us. He was staying for a little 
while with the Dobrowolskis, and in the conversation with Louise and 
myself he offered to teach us Marxism classes in Nashua, and that was 
the time we went to Boston and got the information down there, and 
they sent Hugo up instead. That is all I can tell you about him. 

Mr. Arens. Mrs. Foster, this committee is interested in developing 
as much information as possible on the sources of Communist Party 
finances. Can you give us any information that will shed lght on 
this subject? 

Mrs. Fosrrr. Money was collected in many ways. It was collected 
through dues. It was collected through selling party literature. It 
was collected at picnics with a raffle, people bringing things. It was 
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collected by taking a round of collections at a meeting. In taking 
one collection, the chairman would say, “Well, now let’s have all! 
paper money you have in your pocket.” So then a hat would be 
passed around, and all the money would go in, and then it could come 
back again for all the change that was left in the pocket. 

Mr. Arens. How did he expect them to get home ? 

Mrs. Foster. I don’t know. 

I know that at a Progressive Party meeting that we had, I think 
for Wallace, the money was raised by asking everybody in the au- 
dience to wave a dollar bill or better in his hand. The man stood 
up there to do that and waited until everybody got something up, 
and I wanted to take a picture and got up there to take the picture 
and the bulb didn’t go off. 

Mr. Kearney. They still took capitalist money ? 

Mrs. Foster. There were also special drives and assessments. Every 
time somebody got sick or every time somebody was arrested or some- 
body was in jail or all sorts of things money had to be raised for it 
to help them out———for the civil liberties and the foreign born 
drives and, of course, for the famous 12. There were many of them. 
So we held parties and so forth. 

Mr. Arens. Over the course of years we have the evidence justly 
established as to the control by the Communist Party im hundreds of 
organizations across this Nation, Mrs. Foster, Communist fronts, and 
now what we call Communist fronts-in-front of the fronts. To what 
extent does the Communist conspiracy utilize these fronts and fronts- 
in-front of the fronts for the purpose of siphoning money from the 
American people? 

Mrs. Fosrer. I think you will have to split up that for me. 

Mr. Arens. Was money raised, not in the name of the Communist 
Party, but in the name of various causes through front groups? 

Mrs. Fosrer. It was in some instances. ; 

Mr. Argens. Could you tell us about the instances of which you have 
knowledge ? . 

Mrs. Foster. The Minute Women for Peace, for instance, would 
be one. The Progressive Party, of course, in New Hampshire was 
Communist dominated and that money used by the Progressive Party, 
actually was being used by Communists also. We didn’t have very 
many organizations in New Hampshire which were used as fronts 
in the way that you mean. 

Mr. Arens. You mentioned Communist Party dues, can you give 
us any information as to the amount of the dues and the distribution 
of the dues? 

Mrs. Fosrrr. They ranged from 10¢ up to almost any amount. If 
somebody had a lot of money and wanted to pledge a certain amount 
for dues they didn’t have to, but I know they did. 10¢ dues would 
be for somebody that was unemployed, 35¢ would be for a woman 
who was probably a housewife, 50¢ possibly for the husband who 
was working in that family. And it would go on up. I think I paid 
$1.25 myself, and I think the D’Orlandos paid $1.25, if I am not 
mistaken. I know that Kate Dobrowolski paid $1.25 for her dues, 
and she was at times, I believe, employed. 

The dues were sort of arranged according to the jobs or the wealth 
perhaps that these people had. I am unable to remember all of 
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Mr. Arens. You mentioned earlier that Joy Clark was a colonizer. 
Do you have any other information concerning efforts of the Commu- 
nist Party to colonize within an industry in this area? 

Mrs. Fosrrr. The only other mention of that was a luncheon that 
I had with Joe Figueiredo in Boston at Jacob Wirth’s one day, and 
he explained it to me. I don’t remember whether I asked him or 
what, but he explained it. He told me that an ideal colonization 
unit would be approximately 10 people to be placed, to go into an 
area and work that area, and, of course, that number of people would 
be able to build up the numbers and also to work better m union 
organizations and meetings that they might go to and carry on the 
work more efficiently. 

Mr. Arens. During the time you were active in the Communist 
Party what security measures were exercised by the party ? 

Mrs. Foster. There were a lot of security measures. At meetings, 
for instance, the cards that I sent out had nothing on them except 
just the date and maybe my initials, and the people would know 
where they were supposed to go. Sometimes the address was given, 
but no information on those cards to start with. 

Mr. Arens. How about records? Do they presently keep records 
as the Rotary Club or Kiwanis Club would, or do they have a little 
different system ? 

Mrs. Fosrrer. I was told that no records of members were kept 
when I first joined. Joy Clark told me that the information that I 
had given her that she wrote down on a card was to be transferred 
on onionskin paper—I suppose just copy paper—and placed in 
comrades’ homes. And I know that later on those were also sup- 
posed to have been burned and destroyed, and the people in their 
own areas were supposed to have memorized the names of all mem- 
bers, sympathizers, and fellow travelers. I had to do it for the south- 
ern part of New Hampshire and Muriel Gravelle did it for the 
northern part. 

Mr. Arens. How about the telephone?) Was that an instrument 
that was utilized by the party ? 

Mrs. Fosrer. We were not supposed to use the telephone for party 
business or to talk about it over the phone because we didn’t have 
many dial systems up there. Also Abe Welanko warned us not to 
put return addresses on envelopes. 

Mr. Arens. In the event of an arrest of a comrade or the event 
a comrade was subpenaed before an investigative committee what 
techniques were to be followed ? 

Mrs. Foster. They were to give out no information whatsoever, but 
to contact one of several people that were designated in the state. 
Through them they would receive instructions and help from an out- 
side lawyer. 

Mr. Arens. To what extent did they undertake to utilize sympa- 
thizers and dupes? 

Mrs. Foster. The only instance that I can think of is that when 
our records were moved from the home of Elba Chase Nelson to 
Muriel Gravelle’s home, shortly after that it was decided for security 
reasons that they would be placed in the home of sympathizers un- 
known to anyone in the party. That is all I know. 
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Mr. Arrns. Can you give us the names now of people who were 
known to you to be Communist Party members who were also leaders 
in the Progressive Party ? 

Mrs. Foster. Muriel Gravelle, Abraham Welanko. 

Mr. Arens. Roland Gray ? 

Mrs. Fosrmr. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. How about Charles Beebe? 

Mrs. Fosrrr. He was a committee delegate for the Progressive 
Party. He was chosen as a delegate. 

Mr. Arens. Harold Horne, does that name register with you? 

Mrs. Fostmr. He was once the chairman of the Progressive Party. 

Mr. Arens. Was he likewise a Communist ? 

Mrs. Fosrrr. Yes, he was. 

Mr. Arens. These people that you have just talked about were all 
known by you as a certainty to be members of the Communist Party, 


_is that correct? 


Mrs. Fosrrr. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Did the Communist Party select as the head of the Pro- 
gressive Party a Communist Party member? 

Mrs. Fosrrer. No, they did not. Not after the commencing of it. 

Mr. Arens. Did the Communist Party undertake to utilize the 
churches and similar good organizations in the furtherance of its 
campaign and program ? 

Mrs. Foster. I was called by the Dobrowolski family one day and 
told somebody wanted to see me, and I went down and met Manny 
Blum out in the street. He told me that he had orders to give me 
and asked me to arrange a forum in my church, through my minister, 
and that would include a high-ranking member of the Progressive 
Party and then other lay members on that same forum. I sort of 
balked because I wasn’t looking forward to asking my minister that. 
He said it was an order and that he wanted the answer within so many 
days. Soldid goandask him. The answer was No. 

Mr. Argens. This committee is vitally interested in Communist 
propaganda, Mrs. Foster, particularly in the form of booklets, leaflets, 
and the like. Can you give us any information as to how Communist 
propaganda is distributed in the New Hampshire area? 

Mrs. Foster. Most of our meetings were attended by someone from 
the Boston office. It would either be Anne Burlak Timpson or Manny 
Blum or Daniel Boone Schirmer or many of the others, and they 
would come armed with all the latest in pamphlets and information 
and usually a short talk on what the issues were of the day and what 
we could do about it. And if some money was to be raised we would 
get the information at that time. Then that information written in 
stuff that they brought along was to be sold or distributed, and we 
very often bought them at that time. . 

Mr. Arens. I don’t believe we pursued completely the query with 
respect to Communist Party attempts to infiltrate non-Communist or 
legitimate organizations. Do you have information concerning such 
activities as the attempts to infiltrate non-Communist legitimate or- 
ganizations as the PTA and other civic organizations in New 
Hampshire ? 

Mrs. Fosrer. The only time that I was asked to do anything like 


_ that was at the home of Fanny Hartman in 1947. She asked me, 
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told me I was in a very good position to form a PTA in my area be- 
cause there wasn’t one, and it would be a very good place to exercise 
some of the party things that we could do. If don’t know what they 
would have been because I was a new member at that time. 

Mr. Arens. As far as the committee, we have been pursuing the 
problems of the United States passports by members of the Com- 
munist conspiracy, people under Communist discipline. Do you have 
any information respecting this type of activity by the Communists 
in New Hampshire? 

Mrs. Fosrer. There was a peace conference held in Warsaw, and 
passports had to be gotten to send delegates over there. Money was 
raised for that purpose. And we had somebody in the State of New 
Hampshire whom we helped to go, it was a woman, and she was 
in the Progressive Party. I know for a fact that Joy Clark owed 
$30 to Elba Chase Nelson at this particular time, and I know Mrs. 
Nelson turned the entire $30 over to this woman for her part of the 
passage. 

Mr. Arens. The woman herself was not a party member, was she? 

Mrs. Foster. No, she was not. 

Mr. Arens. Did you in the course of your activity in the Commu- 
nist Party have occasion to go over to Cape Cod for any purposes? 

Mrs. Foster. Yes. I was asked on at least three occasions to make 
a special trip to Cape Cod and spend four, five, or six days there. 

Mr. Arens. Where did you go and for what purpose, please ? 

Mrs. Foster. I went to Woods Hole and stayed for a week for the 
purpose of——Do you want me to mention the names? ~ 

Mr. Arens. I do not think you should at this time, Mrs. Foster, 
mention the name of any person not known by you to be a Com- 
munist. We have this subject matter that you are about to mention 
under intensive investigation. 

Mrs. Foster. It was for the purpose of learning what Communist 
might be entertaining other ones or lecturing there at Woods Hole. 
Also I was sent to Martha’s Vineyard in the Menemsha area to do 
the same thing. 

Mr. Arens. Were the comrades, high echelon of the party, being 
entertained and received in homes of certain people of great affluence 
in Cape Cod ? 

Mrs. Fosrrr. Yes, they would be. 

Mr. Arens. I prefer you would not name them at this time. 

Mrs. Foster. No. - 

Mr. Arens. You have, of course, consulted with us at length on 
many occasions, and we have elicited from you considerable infor- 
mation which we do not want to go into now at this public session. 

Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that unless Mrs. Foster has 
something she should like to volunteer that we have not interrogated 
her about, that would conclude the staff interrogation of her now 
with our thanks. 

Mrs. Foster. I would just like to say that I think the country is 
very, very fortunate to have committees such as yours, using your 
eyes and ears and this method of bringing this very serious question 
before the American people. And as a mother my purpose for doing 
this in the beginning was for the benefit of my own children, of course, 
primarily, but also of all the mothers and fathers and their children 
in the country. 


COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE NEW ENGLAND AREA 2307 


Mr. Arrens. Just one personal question that occurred to me. Do 
you feel good now you have it all behind you—that you can get back 
to normal living with your husband and children ? 

Mrs. Fostsr. I am not very happy about giving out personal in- 
formation on people. But this was something that was bigger than 
me. And I ask God to forgive me, but I had to do it. So I did it. 

Mr. Dorie. General Kearney, any questions ? 

Mr. Kearney. Mrs. Foster, I don’t have any questions. I want to 
make a few observations and the first is this: That I think and be- 
lieve that you are a very, very courageous woman, and it is not 
only the thanks of the committee, but the thanks of all Americans 
who believe in their country that should go to you for your work on 
behalf of our way of life. It is dangerous work. These people will 
stop at nothing as we have found out in our years of service on this 
committee. As a matter of fact, even the members of the committee 
are not immune from attacks. 

It is being constantly brought to the attention of the public when 
we hold these meetings by the various witnesses that the Communist 
Party is a political party. Do you believe that it is a political party? 

Mrs. Fosrrer. I do not. How could it be a political party when at 
their meetings they have to pull down all the curtains in order to 
discuss business ¢ 

Mr. Krarney. It was just going through my mind that I know that 
as far as the two political parties of our country are concerned, I 
never knew either one of them to say to the members of the respective 
party in the City of Boston that they could not and would not know 
who the members were, we will say, in New Bedford. And that is 
typical of the Communist Party. 

You spoke about dues. Were there any other assessments to the 
members of the party beside dues ? 

Mrs. Foster. Yes, there were, special assessments. 

Mr. Kearney. What were those special assessments ? 

Mrs. Foster. It has been such a long time I probably can’t put my 
finger right on the specific one except that I do remember being asked 
by Mrs. Timpson, I believe, to collect $50 for either probably for 
the 12, the defense of the 12, but I can’t remember just what it was 
for. Within a very short length of time, I did that. I didn’t have 
very much trouble collecting the $50, and that was one of them. 

Mr. Kearney. Was there assessment laid against the members of 
the Communist Party in the various cells in addition to their dues, 
or an assessment, we will say, on the amount of money that they 
earned weekly from their particular jobs? 

Mrs. Foster. Occasionally. IT don’t know how often. I remember 
members being asked to contribute a week’s pay. 

Mr. Kearney. You know you mentioned, I believe, that no informa- 
tion was to be given out by members of the party if they were 
arrested. 

Mrs. Foster. That is right. 

Mr. Kearney. That also applies, too, if they were called before 
this committee, is that not a fact ? 

Mrs. Fosrrer. That is right, yes. 

Mr. Kearney. In other words, no information whatsoever, but 
plead the amendments to the Constitution that they are trying to 
overthrow ? 
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Mrs. Fosrrr. Yes. 

Mr. Kearney. I want to call your attention to what to me is a 
very, very peculiar situation. We have had testinony———I do not 
know whether you have been in the hearing room all the time since 
the sessions commenced or not. 

Mis. Foster. No. 

Mr. Kearney. But we have had testimony from various individuals, 
some of whom we will say Professor David Fein, until he was 
suspended, was one who was teaching the youth of our country; Anne 
Burlak Timpson, the Red Flame, Red, yes, flame, no. We also had 
an individual by the name of Otis Hood, who stood for Governor of 
this great commonwealth, but without avail. We also had Daniel 
Schirmer or Daniel Boone Schirmer, a Harvard graduate, who yes- 
terday took the fifth amendment as I recollect 40 times, who refused 
to account for his employment for 17 years after graduation from 
Harvard University. 

Mr. Dorin. 17 out of 24 years after graduation. 

Mr. Krarney. 17 out of 24 years after graduation. 

Mr. Doyiy. Maybe he was not working. 

Mrs. Fosrer. May I say something? It seems to me a good honest 
American wouldn’t be afraid to say anything. 

Mr. Doyrz. That is right. 

Mr. Knarnny. Let me tell you something, if I may. You are going 
to be called names by these people, but pay no attention to these fifth 
amendment Americans. They are no good. They will call you an 
informer, they will call you a two-timer, they will call you every 
name in the book, and we know all those names. But let me tell you 
now that you can walk out of this hearing room with your head held 
very high. You area credit and thank you. 

Mrs. Fostrr. Thank you. 

Mr. Doris. Thank you, General Kearney. 

For the purpose of brevity and on account of the lateness of the 
hour, I will just concur in the very fine words by this distinguished 
American veteran to my right, whom we affectionately call General 
Kearney because he was a distinguished general in his own right in 
the service of our country, and is now a distinguished Congressman 
from the State of New York. 

I wish to take this one minute just to read something that I made a 
copy of this morning on the way here. It appears on the walls of the 
Old South Church within 500 yeards of here: 

This land was part of the land granted by the colony to Governor John Win- 
throp. It was his garden. Benjamin Franklin was baptized in this meeting 
house which was built in 1670. Here were held the town meetings that ushered 
in the Revolution. Here Samuel Adams exhorted. Here the men of Boston 
proved themselves independent, courageous, free men worthy to raise issues 
which were to concern the liberty and the happiness of millions of people yet 
unborn. 

Coming from California as I do, I just wish to emphasize that you 
people who live in Boston and in the Boston area, live in what is a great 
inspiration to us men out West who seldom, if ever, get a chance to come 
to this area, which is the very threshold of our American freedoms 
and American liberties. It seems quite inconsistent to me that so many 
hundreds of Communist conspirators should thrive in this area. 
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I wish to thank you on behalf of the committee, Mrs. Foster, for 
your very great helpfulness. 

Mrs. Foster. Thank you. 

Mr. Dorie. The committee meeting will stand adjourned until 
1:30 today. 

(Whereupon, at 11:59 a. m., Thursday, March 20, 1958, a recess 
was taken until 1: 30 p.m. of the same day.) 


(Afternoon session, Thursday, March 20, 1958: see p. 2321.) 


24777—58— pt. 833 


be +, * ty ' 
PP 3k- M0Ghs 


My 2 De 
: eal sari. <3 es x 7 
‘ _ a) eer l ny iT. 
Ye Ha tbn Wen 


INVESTIGATION OF POSSIBLE COMMUNIST PARTY 
AFFILIATION OF ALBERT D’ORLANDO 


FRIDAY, MARCH 14, 1958 


Untrep States House oF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Committers oN UN-AMeERICAN ACTIVITIES, 
Washington, D.C. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION * 


The committee met, pursuant to call, at 10:15 a. m., in Room 226, 
Old House Office Building, Washington, D. C., Hon. Francis K. Walter 
(chairman) presiding. 

Committee members present : Representatives Francis KE. Walter, of 
Pennsylvania (chairman), Morgan M. Moulder, of Missouri, Clyde 
Doyle, of California, and Robert J. McIntosh, of Michigan. 

Staff members present: Richard Arens, staff director; and George 
C. Williams, investigator. 

Mr. Arens. On the record. 

The Cuarrman. Do you swear the testimony you are about to give 
will be the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth, so help 
you God. 

Reverend D’Ortanpo. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF REV. ALBERT D’ORLANDO, ACCOMPANIED BY 
COUNSEL, HARRY I. RAND AND SIMMIE R. MONROE 


Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself by name, residence and occu- 
ation. 
Reverend D’Ortanvo. Reverend Albert D’Orlando, 7700 Nelson 
Street, New Orleans, Louisiana. Iam the minister of the First Uni- 
tarian Church in New Orleans. 

Mr. Ranp. May I just interrupt for a moment and identify myself 
for the record ? 

Mr. Arens. We expect that to be done in just a minute, if you 
please, sir. 

Mr. Ranp. Mr. Chairman, I tell you why I want to interrupt, be- 
cause I have not been able to advise my client due to the fact that we 
do not know what the subject matter of the investigation is. If we 
are going to reach that at some early point in the meeting I would 
appreciate it. 

Mr. Arens. You are appearing today in response to subpena which 
was served upon you by the House Committee on Un-American Activi- 
ties? 

Reverend D’Ortanpo. That is right. 


1 Released by the committee and ordered to be printed. 
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Mr. Arens. And you are represented by counsel ? 

Reverend D’Ortanno. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Counsel, will you identify yourselves? 

Mr. Ranp. I am Harry Rand; my office is in the Wyatt Building, 
Washington, D. C. 

Mr. Monror. Simmie R. Monroe, and my office is at 71614 Berwyn 
Street, New Orleans. 

Mr. Arens. Reverend D’Orlando, how long have you been located 
in the New Orleans area? 

Reverend D’Ortanvo. I have been in the New Orleans area since 
September 1950. 

Mr. Arens. Have you been associated with your present church dur- 
ing all of that period ? 

Reverend D’Ortanno. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Where were you located immediately prior to the time 
that you came to the New Orleans area ? 

Mr. Ranv. Mr. Chairman, again I do not wish to interrupt, but I 
must say I think we are entitled to a definition of the question under 
inquiry before interrogation proceeds so that I may be in a position, 
should this witness turn to me, to know how to advise the witness as to 
his rights. May we have such a definition at this time? 

The CuHarrman. I think as we progress you will see the relevancy of 
this. 

Mr. Arens. Sir, kindly answer the question as to where you were lo- 
cated prior to the time you went to New Orleans. 

Reverend D’Ortanvo. May I say that I have come a great distance 
at a great inconvenience to myself and to my congregation. There are 
duties in New Orleans which I have left behind in order to come here, 
and I would like to know the nature of the inquiry to take place. 

Mr. Arens. I should be glad, Mr. Chairman, if you would lke, to 
give an explanation at this time. 

The Cuarrman. Go ahead. 

Mr. Arens. Through the Committee on Un-American Activities, a 
subcommittee is conducting a series of investigations and hearings for 
the purpose of developing information which will be useful to this 
committee in appraising a number of provisions of the legislation pres- 
ently pending before the committee including legislation which under- 
takes to cope with problems in regard to Communist propaganda, Com- 
munist Party underground activities, whether or not the Communist 
Party in itself as an entity ought to be outlawed and the like. 

In the course of preliminary inquiries made by the staff, reported to 
the chairman of this committee, information has been developed to the 
effect that you, Albert D’Orlando, have information respecting the 
functioning and operation of the Communist Party. 

Therefore your presence has been required here for the purpose of 
this interrogation. 

Now would you kindly tell us where you lived, where you were lo- 
cated prior to the time you went to the New Orleans area? 

Reverend D’Ortanpo. Prior to the time I went to New Orleans I 
was in New Hampshire. 

Mr. Arens. Where in New Hampshire? 

Reverend D’Ortanpo. Wilton, New Hampshire. 

Mr. Arens. In what capacity were you there? 
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Reverend D’Ortanpo. I was minister of two small Unitarian 
churches, one in Wilton Center and another in Milford, N. H. 

Mr. Arens. During what period of time were you located in each of 
these two small areas ? 

Reverend D’Ornanpo. This was in November of 1945 until I went 
to New Orleans. I was minister of the two churches at the same time. 

Mr. Arens. That would be, say from November 1945 until about 
1950? 

Reverend D’Ortanpo. Till September 1950, that is right. 

Mr. Arens. May we proceed in a reverse chronological order; 
kindly tell us where you were located and what were your charges 
prior to the time you were located in 1945 in these two small areas in 
New Hampshire. 

Reverend D’Ortanpo. I went to New Hampshire very shortly after 
my ordination, which took place on August Ist, 1945, in the Unitarian 
Church at East Boston, Mass. 

I had served this church for two years in the capacity of student 
minister; that is, it was during the time I was studying at Tufts 
School of Religion. I enrolled in Tufts School of Religion in 
September of 1940. 

Mr. Arens. Could you give us a word on your formal education, 
since we are going in reverse fashion ? 

- Reverend D’Oruanpo. All my formal] education took place at Tufts 
University in Medford, Mass., from the period September 1940 to 
June 1945. 

Mr. Arens. Are you a native of Massachusetts? 

Reverend D’Ortanpo. I am. 

Mr. Arens. Rev. D’Orlando, are you now or have you ever been a 
member of the Communist Party ? 

Reverend D’OrtAnpo. May I discuss this with my counsel ? 

Mr. Arens. Yes, sir. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Reverend D’Ortanpo. I wish to say that I am not now a member 
of the Communist Party; that I have not been a member of the Com- 
munist Party since my ordination into the ministry in 1945; and that 
for any period prior to that I would stand on my constitutional rights 
and not answer the question further. 

The Cuarrman. I think it is my duty to direct you to answer the 
question. In view of the fact that you have answered fully as to your 
membership since 1945 I see no reason why you should not answer 
the question as to whether or not you were a member before that time. 

Reverend D’OruaNnvo. I wish to stand on my constitutional rights 
not to answer prior to 1945. 

Mr. Arens. Have you since 1945 paid dues to the Communist Party ? 

Reverend D’Ortanpo. Not to my knowledge I have not paid dues 
since 1945. 

Mr. Arens. Have you since 1945 made any contributions of money 
to the Communist Party ? 

Reverend D’Ortanno. I believe I have made some contributions 
in the form of money to the Communist Party. 

_ Mr. Arens. Please tell us under what circumstances and to whom 
you made these contributions. 
Reverend D’OrtAnno. May I discuss this with my counsel ? 
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Mr. Arens. Yes, sir. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Reverend D’Ortanpvo. May I say that money which I may have 
given during this period was not money which I knowingly gave 
directly to the Communist Party; it was money which I gave as- 
suming I was supporting worthy causes or causes of one sort or 
another which I deemed worthy of my support during this period? 

Mr. Arens. Did you pay this to a person who was known by you 
to be a Communist ? 

Reverend D’OrtaNnpvo. May I direct this to my counsel, please ? 

Mr. Arens. Surely. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Reverend D’Ortanpo. I only knew of this person’s alleged mem- 
bership in the party through public knowledge. 

Mr. Arens. To whom did you pay the money ? 

Reverend D’Ortanpo. To the chairman of the Communist Party 
in New Hampshire, Mrs. Nelson. 

Mr. Arens. What was her first name? 

Reverend D’Ortanpo. I believe her first name was Elba. 

Mr. Arens. Was her middle name Chase ? 

Reverend D’Ortanpo. I believe it was. 

Mr. Arens. Did you know her to be a Communist ? 

Reverend D’OrtaNnpo. May I discuss this with my counsel ? 

The Cuarrman. He has already testified to that. 

Mr. Ranp. He testified he knew; it was public knowledge that she 
was chairman of the party. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever attended any closed party meeting with 
Elba Chase Nelson ? 

Reverend D’Ortanpo. No. 

Mr. Arens. How much money did you give Elba Chase Nelson 
and over what period of time? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Reverend D’OrtaNnpo. It was over a very short period of time dur- 
ing the time I was in New Hampshire. I do not recall the amount of 
money, but it could not have been much more than a pittance since 
I did not have more than that. 

Mr. Arens. On how many occasions did you pay money to Elba 
Chase Nelson ? 

Reverend D’Ortanpvo. On very few occasions. I do not know 
the number. 

Mr. Arens. Would it be as many asa dozen ? 

Reverend D’Ortanpo. I do not believe so. 

Mr. Arens. As many asa half-dozen? 

Reverend D’Ortanpo. It may have been within a half-dozen range. 
I doubt it was more than that. 

Mr. Arens. Where did you actually transmit the money to Elba 
Chase Nelson ? 

Reverend D’Ortanpo. At my home. 

Mr. Arens. Did she give you a receipt for the money ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Reverend D’OrtANnbo. I do not recall that I ever received a receipt 
for the money. 

Mr. Arens. Did you ever give any money to any other person who 
was See by you to be a Communist or for Communist Party pur- 
poses ? 
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Reverend D’Ortanvo. I do not recall that I did. 

Mr. Arens. Did you ever give any money to a woman by the name 
of Carol Foster? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Reverend D’Ortanpo. I recall having given her some money for 
literature at one time. 

Mr. Arens. What literature was it for which you gave her the 
money ? 

Reverend D’OrtAnpo. AsI recall it she had some pamphlets dealing 
with the various affairs of the Communist Party at that time. I read 
quite extensively and when she had come to my house with some of 
this I purchased a few pamphlets. I do not recall now what they 
were. 

Mr. Arens. Did you purchase more than one copy of any pamphlet ? 

Reverend D’Ortanpo. I do not recall that I did. 

Mr. Arens. Over what period of time did you purchase these pam- 
phlets from Mrs. Foster ? 

Reverend D’Ortanpo. It was again during this period but I do not 
recall the period of time. 

Mr. Arens. About how many purchases would you judge that you 
made? 

Reverend D’Ornanpo. I would judge that I made very few. I do 
not remember. 

Mr. Arens. Would you judge there were as many as half a dozen 
in the course of your period of service in New Hampshire ? 

Reverend D’OrtAnpo. This Carol Foster to whom you refer came 
with Mrs. Nelson when they came to visit with me. It was during this 
period that I made these purchases. 

The Cuatrman. Who was this woman? Was she also an official 
in the Communist Party ? 

Reverend D’Ortanpo. I have no idea. 

Mr. Arens. Do you recall joining with a number of people in a 
protest to Judge Medina urging the release from prison of a number 
of Communist defendants back in June of 1949? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Rann. May we see that ? 

Mr. Arens. Yes. It is a photostatic copy of the Communist Daily 
Worker of June 7, 1949, and I ask you if that refreshes your recollec- 
tion as to your participation in that particular protest to Judge 
Medina ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Ranp. The question was: Does he recall signing that? 

Mr. Arens. Yes. 

Reverend D’Ortanpo. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Thank you. What position in the Communist Party 
did you understand Elba Chase Nelson occupied ? 

Reverend D’Ortanpo. I understood through public knowledge that 
she was the chairman of the party of the State of New Hampshire. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know who the secretary of the party for the 
State of New Hampshire was at the time you were in the New Hamp- 
shire area ? . 

Reverend D’Ortanpo. No, I do not. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know who the chairman of the Communist 
Party was at any time in Massachusetts? 
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(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Reverend D’Ortanpo. I would refuse to answer that inasmuch as 
this goes back to before 1945 and I would stand on my privilege. 

The Cuatrman. What constitutional amendment do you invoke? 

Reverend D’Ortanpo. I invoke the first amendment and the fifth 
amendment and all of the rights that are granted to me in the Con- 
stitution. I understand there are others. 

Mr. Arens. Did you ever resign from the Communist Party? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Reverend D’Ortanpo. I decline to answer for the same reasons. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know or have you ever known a person by the 
name of Hugo DeGregory ? 

Reverend D’Ortanpo. May I hear the question again, please? 

Mr. Arens. Do you know or have you ever known a man named 
Hugo DeGregory ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Reverend D’Ortanpo. Let me say that this would depend very 
much on what you mean by do I “know” or have I “known.” I have 
known of a Mr. DeGregory. 

Mr. Arens. I beg your pardon? 

Reverend D’Ortanpo. [I have known of a Mr. DeGregory. 

Mr. Arens. In what capacity have you known of him? 

Reverend D’Ortanpo. This man to whom you refer called on me 
once at my home in New Hampshire when I was living there; but 
I do not know him to be a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Arens. What was the nature of his visit there ? 

Reverend D’Ortanpo. This was some time ago. I do not recall. 

Mr. Arens. Was it purely a social visit ? 

Reverend D’Ortanpo. To the best of my knowledge it was a social 
visit. 

Mr. Arens. Was any activity involving the Communist Party the 
subject of any part of your conversation with him ? 

Reverend D’Ortanpo. I do not recall. 

Mr. Arens. Have you, Reverend D’Orlando, since 1945 or at any 
time in your life made available to any agency of the Government of 
the United States any information of which you are possessed, respect- 
ing activities of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Ranp. You are assuming he is possessed of some information? 

The CHarrman. He has admitted he was a member. 

Mr. Ranp. No. He has not admitted that he was a member. He 
said he was not a member after 1945. 

The Cuatrman. Were you a member before 1945? 

Reverend D’Ortanpo. I stand on my rights. 

The Cuatrman. You invoke the Constitution; what amendment? 

Reverend D’Ortanpo. I invoke all the amendments that protect 
my rights. 

The Cuarirman. You tell us you were not a Communist since 1945 
but when asked about your membership before that you invoke the 
Constitution ? 

Reverend D’Oruanpo. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. Have you revealed to any agencies of the Government 
of the United States any information respecting the Communist Party 
of which you may be possessed ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 
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Reverend D’Ortanpo. I decline to answer the question. 

Mr. Dorie. On what grounds? 

Reverend D’Ortanpo. Constitutional grounds. 

Mr. Doytr. Which amendment ? 

Reverend D’Ortanpo. All amendments that pertain. 

Mr. Arens. When you were in New Hampshire after you left the 
seminary did you attend any Communist Party meetings? 

Reverend D’Ortanpvo. In New Hampshire? 

Mr. Arens. Any place. 

Mr. Ranp. That 1s after 1945? 

Mr. Arens. Yes. I am using that date, the same date which you 
are using. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Reverend D’Ortanpo. Not that I recall, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Tell us now the names of all of the principal persons 
known by you to be Communists in Massachusetts. 

Reverend D’Ortanpo. I decline to answer for the same reasons. 

Mr. Arens. In 1946, which I call to your attention is the first year 
after the time when you say you were not a member of the Communist 
Party, in 1946 were you against the Communist Party? 

Reverend D’Ortanpo. May I discuss this with my counsel? 

Mr. Arens. Certainly. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Reverend D’Ortanvo. I would refuse to answer this question as it 
involves an inquiry into my beliefs and I avail myself of my con- 
stitutional rights. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever been a member of the Communist Po- 
litical Association as distinct, at least technically, from the Com- 
munist Party ? 

Reverend D’Ortanvo. I decline to answer this on the same grounds. 

Mr. Arens. Have you been a member of the Communist Political 
Association at any time since 1945 ? 

Reverend D’Ortanvo. I decline to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Arens. Have you been a member of the Communist Political 
Association at any time since 1946 ? 

Reverend D’Ortanpo. No. [have not been. 

Mr. Arens. Have you been under Communist Party discipline at 
any time since 1945 ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Reverend D’Ortanpo. I do not know what this means, sir. 

Mr. Arrns. Have you taken orders, directives, instructions of any 
kind from the Communist Party since 1945? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Reverend D’Ortanpo. The answer is No. 

Mr. Arens. Were these money payments which you made to the 
Communist Party, concerning which you have told us, periodic and 
regular, or were they occasional ? 

Mr. Ranp. These are the ones in New Hampshire ? 

Mr. Arens. Yes, sir. 

Reverend D’Ortanpo. To the best of my knowledge they were 
occasional. 

Mr. McInrosu. If I may ask a question, Mr. Arens; as I under- 
stand, your testimony initially was that you made certain payments 
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to the Communist Party which you later explained were contributions 
to causes or objectives. 

What to your recollection are some of the causes or objectives or | 
purposes of these contributions to the Communist Party after 1945? 

Mr. Ranp. I think, Congressman, the witness was referring to the 
contributions to the chairman of the party in New Hampshire. That 
is what he meant. 

Mr. McInrosu. Yes, and he said they were for projects. I am 
asking if you can elaborate on some of them. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Reverend D’Ortanpo. This was primarily for the purchase of 
literature. 

Mr. McIntosu. As I recall your testimony you distinguished be- 
tween payments to one person for literature and payments to another 
person for what you called worthy objectives or purposes or projects 
of some sort. 

What I meant was not the purchase of literature as such, but the 
contributions to the person you mentioned as knowing to be a Com- 
munist Party chairman. 

Reverend D’Ortanpo. It was not my intention to distinguish be- 
tween these two people. 

Mr. McIntosu. I believe you quite clearly distinguished between 
them. 

Reverend D’Ortanpo. It was not my intention to do so. 

Mr. McIntosu. When you testified earlier that you made contri- 
butions, and that was your word, to the chairman of the Communist 
Party known to you to be such, which you say were for contributions 
to certain causes and projects, can you at this time tell us what any 
of those causes or projects were which motivated you to make a finan- 
cial contribution ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Reverend D’Ortanpo. I would answer this question in this way: 
that the money which I contributed at that time, it was my under- 
standing was in the nature of a contribution to the candidacy of 
Henry Wallace who was running for the presidency of the United 
States. 

Mr. McInvrosu. Were you solicited by the chairman of the Com- 
munist Party to contribute to Mr. Wallace’s campaign ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Reverend D’OrtANnpbo. Yes. To the best of my knowledge it was 
solicited and given voluntarily. 

Mr. McIntosu. Those gifts were of small amounts on several dif- 
ferent occasions, it that right? 

Reverend D’OrLANDOo. Vary small amounts. 

Mr. McInrosu. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Arens. Was there any other person to whom you made contri- 
butions or payments who was to your understanding a member of the 
Communist Party or represented the Communist Party ? 

Reverend D’Ortanpo. Not to my knowledge. 

Mr. Arens. Have you since 1945 actively participated in any groups 
uF organizations which are generally characterized as Communist 
‘ronts? 

Reverend D’OrtANno. Not to my knowledge. 
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Mr. Arens. You know what “Communist front” is? 

Reverend D’Ortanpo. I am not sure what you mean by this. 

Mr. Arens. It is an organization which is not a Communist organ- 
ization but is controlled by the Communist Party. 

The Cuarrman. What about this article? What is the date of that? 

Mr. Arens. June 7, 1949. 

The Cuatrman. Was that an organized activity ? 

Mr. Arens. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Rano. Mr. Chairman, I think that should be read into the 
record. That was—— 

The Cuairman. I am speaking to Mr. Arens. 

Mr. Arens. Who solicited you to participate in this enterprise of 
trying to get the Communists who were convicted in Judge Medina’s 
court released ? 

Mr. Ranp. You mean the telegram that went out, not an “enter- 

rise.” 
5 Reverend D’Ortanvo. I do not remember. 

Mr. Ranp. May we have the telegram and names read into the 
record ? 

The Cuatrman. We will incorporate the whole page in the records 
of the committee. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know or have you known a person by the name 
of Charles C. Beebe ? 

Reverend D’Ortanpo. No. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know or have you known a person by the name 
of Muriel Gravelle? 

Reverend D’OrtANpvo. I do not recall the name. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know or have you known a person by the naine 
of Homer Chase? 

Reverend D’Ortanpo. I do not know Homer Chase. 

Mr. Arens. Abraham Welanko? 

Reverend O’Ortanpo. I do not recall the name. 

Mr. Arens. Have you been contacted by any person known by you 
to be a Communist since you have been in New Orleans? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Reverend D’Ortanpo. My only knowledge of anyone in New 
Orleans who has in any way been in any associations is only through a 
hearing which this committee conducted in New Orleans a year ago. 

Mr. Ranp. Your own. 

Reverend D’Ortanpo. Such a person would be Dr. William Sorum 
who testified in the hearing that he had been a Communist. 

Mr. Arens. What was the nature of your connection with him? 

Reverend D’Ortanpo. Dr. Sorum was a member of my church. 

Mr. Arens. You have told us, Reverend D’Orlando, of your con- 
tributions since 1945 for Communist Party purposes or for Communist 
Party literature. Have you at any time since 1945 taken any overt 
steps against the Communist Party ? 

It is obvious that contributions would assist the party since 1945; 
have you done anything against the party since 1945? 

Reverend D’Ortanpo. What do you mean by this?) Would you de- 
fine the question ? 

Mr. Arens. I can think of a number of things. Have you given 
information to the mtelligence agencies of this Government against 
the Communist Party since 1945 ? 
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Reverend D’Ortanpo. This presumes that I would have knowledge 
of the Communist Party, which I do not. 

Mr. Argns. Have you condemned the Communist Party since 1945? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Reverend D’Ortanvo. I do not recall, sir, of any occasion. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that would con- 
clude the interrogation of this particular witness. I would suggest if 
the chairman wishes that we might go into a closed session and that 
the witness may be excused. 

Mr. Ranv. Before the committee does that may I ask two things, 
Mr. Chairman? 

The Cuarrman. All right. 

Mr. Rann. That this telegram together with all the signers of that 
appear in the record ? 

The CuarrmMan. We will decide on that later. 

(Off the record.) 

Mr. Ranp. May I also request in the event we do not come back 
here, because I do not know whether we will or not, that Rev. 
D’Orlando be allowed the privilege at his own expense if he so desires 
to purchase a copy of this transcript ? 

The Cuairman. Oh, yes. We will see that he receives a copy. 

You are excused. 

(Whereupon, at 10:55 a. m., the witness and his two counsel left 
the hearing room.) 

Mr, Arens. Off the record. 

(Whereupon, at 11:05 a. m., Friday, March 14, 1958, the committee 
recessed. ) 


INVESTIGATION OF COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE 
NEW ENGLAND AREA—PART 3 


THURSDAY, MARCH 20, 1958 (Continued) 
AFTERNOON SESSION 


(Committee members present: Representatives Doyle and 
Kearney.) 

Mr. Doyrz. The committee will please come to order. And let the 
record show that General Kearney of New York is present on my 
right and I am Doyle of California, acting as subcommittee chair- 
man. 

May there be incorporated in the record the telegram from Francis 
E. Walter, chairman, reconstituting the subcommittee of thr ee, Mr. 
Moulder, Mr. Doyle and Mr. Kearney. Under our rules two out ef 
three isa quorum, Therefore a quorum is present and we will proceed. 

(The telegram referred to follows :) 


[Telegram] 
Marcu 20, 1958. 
Mr. RicHARD ARENS, 
The Parker House, 60 School Street, Boston, Mass.: 


I am today reconstituting subcommittee to be compesed of Congressman Morgan 
M. Moulder, as chairman, Congressmen Doyle and Kearney to continue the 
hearings in Boston. 

Francis E. WALTER, Chairman. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Arnold Schwartz, kindly come forward and remain 
standing while the chairman administers an oath to you. 

Mr. Doyte. The pictures will be taken, please, before he takes the 

oath, 

Mr. Schwartz, would you please raise your right hand? 

Do you solemnly swear that you will tell the tr uth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth so help you God ? 

Mr. Scuwarrz. I do. 

Mr. Doytz. Thank you. You will take the witness chair. 


TESTIMONY OF ARNOLD SCHWARTZ, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
EDWARD BARSHAK 


Mr. Arrens. Kindly identify yourself by name, residence, and oc- 
cupation, 

Mr. Scuwarrz. Arnold Schwartz, New York City, and I am an 
engineer. 

Mr. Arens. Where are you employed, Mr. Schwartz? 

Mr. Scuwarrz. Sonotone Corporation. Sonotone Corporation, 
New York State. 
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Mr. Arens. You are appearing today in response to a subpena 
which was served upon you by the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities ? 

Mr. Scuwartz. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. And you are represented by counsel 

Mr. Scuwartz. That is cht, 

Mr. Arens. Counsel, kindly identify yourself. 

Mr. Barsnax. Edward Barshak, 73 Tremont Street, Boston. 

Mr. Arens. Where and when were you born, sir ? 

Mr. Scuwartz. New York City on July 16, 1926. 

Mr. Arens. And give us if you please, a word about your education. 

Mr. Scuwarrz. Well, I graduated City College in 1949. I attended 
Harvard Law School for one year, 1950, and subsequently went back 
to City College and finished an electrical engineering course at City 
College. 

Mr. Arens. When did you complete your formal education at City 
College? 

Mr. Scuwartz. I amstill attending at present. 

Mr. Arrens. What degree did you receive in 1949, please sir? 

Mr. Scuwarrz. A B.S. 

Mr. Arens. Now, kindly tell us the principal employments which 
you have had since you acquired your B.S. degree in 1949. 

Mr. Scuwartz. Well, I have been employed principally in the elec- 
tronics industry. 

Mr. Arens. Where was your first job ? 

Mr. Scuwarrz. I worked for Philco Television in New York City. 
Mr. Arens. Beginning when, please, sir ? 

Mr. Scuwartz. That was in 1949. 

Mr. Arens. And for how long did this employment endure ? 

Mr. Scuwartz. That was about six months. 

Mr. Arens. Then your next employment, please, sir? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Scuwarrz. I respectfully decline to answer that question on the 
grounds of the first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Kearney. I did not get that answer. 

Mr. Scuwartz. Respectfully, I decline to answer the question on the 
grounds of the first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Arens. Where was your next employment ? 

Mr. Scuwarrz. I decline to answer the question on the ground 
Mr. ARENS. the geographical location of your next employment, 
in what state or city ? 

Mr. Scuwartz. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that the witness 
be ordered and directed to answer the question as to the geographical 
location of his next employment. 

Mr. Doytr. I believe it is clearly pertinent and you are instructed to 
answer. Itisa matter of identity. 

Mr. Scuwarrz. I decline to answer the question on the grounds of 
the first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Arrns. How long did your next employment endure ? 

Mr. Scruwarrz. J decline to answer that question on the same 
grounds. 

Mr. Arens. What was the next succeeding employment after the 
employment concerning which you are reluctant to talk? 
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Mr. Scuwarrz. I decline to answer that question on the same 
grounds. 

Mr. Argns. Let us go backwards, then, how long has your present 
employment endured ? 

Mr. Scuwarrz. Abouta year. About one year, 

Mr. Armns. At the Sonotone Corporation ¢ 

Mr. Scuwarrz. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. And what employment did you have prior to your pres- 
ent employment ? 

Mr. Scuwartrz. I worked for Bendix Aviation in New Jersey. 

Mr. Arens. In what capacity ? 

Mr. Scuwarrz. Asan engineer. 

Mr. Arens. Over what period of time? 

Mr. Scuwarrz. That was about a period of four months. 

Mr. Arens. And the employment which immediately preceded it? 
Mr. Scuwartz. That was radio engineering labs in New York City. 
Mr. Arens. And over what period of time did that employment 
endure? 

Mr. Scuwartz. About eight months, roughly. 

Mr. Arens. And then let us continue going backwards, if you please, 
sir. 

Mr. Scuwartz. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. What was your next employment in reverse order / 

Mr. Scuwartz. McLaughlin Research Corporation. 

Mr. Arens. What is the nature of the business ? 

Mr. Scuwartz. They are a technical writing company. I was em- 
ployed asa technical writer with them. 

Mr. Arzens. How long were you employed there ? 

Mr. Scuwartz. About half a year. 

Mr. Arens. Let us keep on going backward. What was your next 
employment ? 

Mr. Scuwarrz. Laurel Electronic Corporation. That is in New 
York City. 

Mr. Arens. How long did that employment endure / 

Mr. Scuwarrz. About two years. 

Mr. Arens. Then help me now and tell me where we are on the 
calendar. 

Mr. Scnwartrz. Well, I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Arens. I say, where are we on the calendar ? 

Mr. Scuwartz. Oh. Isee. Lamsorry. That is about 1952. 

Mr. Arens. All right. Is there any employment between 1949 and 
1952 concerning which you can tell us without revealing information 
which in your judgment might be used against you in a criminal 
proceeding ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Scuwartz. I respectfully decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever lived in Massachusetts ? 

Mr. Scuwartz. Yes, I have. 

Mr. Arens. When did you live in Massachusetts ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Scuwartz. I lived in Boston about a year. 

Mr. Arens. Is there any other place in Massachusetts where you 
have lived ? 
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Mr. Scuwarrz. I decline to answer that question on the grounds 
of the first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Doyte. I instruct you to answer the question, Witness. You 
volunteered to answer the question that you lived in Massachusetts. 
Therefore as a matter of identity it is pertinent and I instruct you 
to answer it. 

Mr. Scuwartz. I decline to answer the question on the same grounds. 

Mr. Arens. During what period of time did you live in Boston? 

Mr. Scuwartz. That was 1949 and 1950. 

Mr. Arens. Where were you employed when you lived in Boston ? 

Mr. Scuwarrz. I went to school during that period of time. 

Mr. Arens. Where were you living? 

Mr. Scuwartz. In Boston itself. 

Mr. Arens. Did you ever live in a community in Massachusetts the 
pronunciation of which I may not be too good at—it is Acushnet. 

Mr. Scuwarrz. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Arens. Why? 

Mr. Scuwartz. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest this 

Mr. Scuwarrz. I decline to answer that question on the grounds 
of the first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Arens. Do you honestly apprehend, sir, if you told this com- 
mittee truthfully while you are under oath whether or not you ever 
lived in Acushnet, Massachusetts, you would be supplying information 
which might be used against you in a criminal proceeding ? 

Mr. Scuwarrz. I decline to answer that question on the grounds 
of the first and fifth. 

Mr. Dove. I instruct you to answer, Witness. It is pertinent on 
the matter of identity. You, yourself, opened up the area as a 
result of your volunteering that you had lived in Massachusetts. I 
instruct you to answer it. 

Mr. Scuwartz. I decline to answer the question on the grounds 
of the first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Arens. For the purpose of identification kindly give us your 
wife’s name. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Scuwartz. Her name is Rosaline Schwartz. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever been employed by a Cameo Curtain 
Company ? 

Mr. Scuwartz. I decline to answer that question on the grounds 
of the first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever been employed at any mills in the greater 
Boston area ? 

Mr. Scuwartz. I decline to answer that question on the same 
grounds. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever been employed in any mills in the New 
Bedford area ? 

Mr. Scuwarrz. I decline to answer that question on the same 
grounds. 

Mr. Arens. I should like if you please, sir, to display to you an 
original copy of an application for employment dated February 3, 
1951, signed in pencil by Arnold Schwartz, in which the applicant 
lists certain information and, in the process of listing his education, 
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says that he has been to grammar school and to high school; but the 
other part of this section of the application, where mquiries are posed 
respecting college education or any other higher education, 1s all 
blank. We also see on this particular application the question: “Are 
you a member of the Communist Part or affiliated in any way with 
such party?” And there are two blanks afterwards. One says 
“Yes” and the other says “No.” And this application has “No” 
marked. Then we also see this, “Are you a member of or do you 
support any organization that believes in or teaches the overthrow 
of the United States Government by force or by any illegal or uncon- 
stitutional methods?” And we see “Yes” and “No” after that and 
“No” is marked and the signature appears “Arnold Schwartz.” 

If you please, sir, kindly examine this document being exhibited to 
you and see if you would not accommodate the Committee on Un- 
American Activities by verifying the authenticity of that document 
and telling this committee whether or not that document bears a 
true and original signature by yourself. 

(The document was handed to the witness.) 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Scuwarrz. I respectfully decline to answer that question on 
the grounds of the first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Arens. Do you honestly apprehend, sir, that if you told this 
committee truthfully whether or not this is your signature on this 
document which I have displayed to you, you would be supplying 
information which might be used against you in a criminal 
proceeding ? 

Mr. Scuwartz. I decline to answer that question on the same 
grounds. 

Mr. Aruns. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest the witness be 
ordered and directed to answer. 

Mr. Doyts. I order and direct you to answer that question, Witness. 
It is very pertinent under the rulings of the court. 

I might say that the committee is obligated to instruct the witness 
to answer if the committee anticipates ever going into court on a 
contempt matter. We have to instruct the witness to answer before 
we can proceed further. 

I instruct you to answer that question. 

Mr. Scuwarrz. I decline to answer on the grounds of the first and 
fifth amendments. 

Mr. Arens. I put it to you as a fact and ask you, now while you 
are under oath, to affirm or deny the fact that this is an application 
which you did file with the Wamsutta Mills for employment for the 
purpose of being a colonizer for the Communist conspiracy. If that 
is not true, sir, please deny it while you are now under oath. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Scuwartz. I decline to answer that question on the same 
grounds. 

Mr. Doyue. In other words, Mr. Arens, here is another case where 
that man who signed that is deliberately concealing the fact from a 
mill that he holds a Bachelor of Science degree. 

That is quite the pattern of the Communist colonizers in this 
country. 
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Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that the docu- 
ment which I have displayed to the witness be appropriately marked 
and incorporated by reference in this record. 

Mr. Doyte. It will be so marked. 

(Document marked “Schwartz Exhibit No. 1” and retained in 
committee files.) 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Schwartz, kindly tell the Committee on Un-Ameri- 
can Activities if you recollect what your social security number is. 
Mr. Doytr. He has it in his pocket no doubt. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Scuwarrz. I respectfully decline to answer that question on 
the grounds of the first and fifth amendment. 

Mr. Arrens. Why didn’t you tell the Wamsutta Mills when you 
made application for employment about all this higher education you 
had, at City College and Harvard, and the technical courses which 
you had taken and your scholastic achievements! Was there some- 
thing you wanted to withhold from them ¢ 

Mr. Scrwartz. I decline to answer that on the same grounds. 

Mr. Arens. Did you gain employment at the Wamsutta Mills? 

Mr. Scuwarrz. I decline to answer that question on the same 
grounds. 

Mr. Arrens. On these questions at the bottom part of this applica- 
tion, are these responses truthful or are they not truthful? 

Mr. Scuwarrz. I decline to answer that question on the same 
grounds. 

Mr. ArEens. Do you know a gentleman by the name of Armando 
Penha ? 

Mr. Scuwarrz. I decline to answer that question on the same 
grounds. 

Mr. Argns. Mr. Penha testified yesterday that for a great number 
of years, I believe about 8 years, he was undercover agent in the 
Communist conspiracy for the purpose of procuring information to 
protect this Nation against this conspiracy. While he was a member 
of this conspiracy reporting information to the intelligence agencies 
of this Government he knew you, Arnold Schwartz, as a colonizer, a 
colonizer who had been employed at the Wamsutta Mills for the pur- 
pose of penetrating that industrial establishment at the behest of the 
Moscow-controlled conspiracy. That is a pretty serious charge to 
make against a man, isn’t it? Do you think that is a pretty serious 
charge to make against a man? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. BarsHakx. Would you excuse us a moment, Mr. Arens? 

Mr. Arens. Yes, sir. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Scuwartz. I decline to answer that question on the grounds of 
the first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Arens. Maybe you do not know what you are declining here. 
I just asked you if you think that is a pretty serious charge to level 
against a man. He is in the underground apparatus of a foreign- 
controlled conspiracy to overthrow the Nation, under whose flag he 
obtained protection. Don’t you think that is a kind of serious charge 
to make against a man? Would you want to express yourself on that, 
or am I probing into your thoughts? 
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Mr. Scuwarrz. I decline to answer that on the same grounds. 

Mr. Arens. We want to aftord you now, sir, while you are under 
oath, subject. to the possibility of pains and penalties of perjury to 
which Mr. Penha was subjected, to deny that you have been and are 
now a member of the underground conspiracy of the Communist 
Party. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Scuwarrz. I decline to answer that question on the same 
grounds. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know whether or not the Wamsutta Mills had 
Army contracts? 

Mr. Scuwarrz. I decline to answer that question on the same 
grounds. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever served in the Armed Forces of this 
country ¢ 

Mr. Scuwartz. Yes, I have. 

Mr. Arens. Over what period of time ? 

Mr. Scuwartz. 1944 to 1946. 

Mr. Armns. Where did you serve, please, sir ? 

Mr. Scuwarrz. Part of the time in this country and part of the 
time in the Philippine Islands. 

Mr. Arens. Did you obtain a commission ? 

Mr. Scuwartz. No, I wasa second class petty officer. 

Mr. Arens. Did you receive an honorable discharge ? 

Mr. Scuwartz. Yes, I did. 

Mr. Arens. During any time of your service in the Army were you 
a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Scuwartz. No, I was not. 

Mr. Armns. When were you discharged from the Army 4 

Mr. Scuwartz. 1946. In June—July, rather, yes. 

Mr. Arens. Were you a member of the Communist Party at any 
time during the year 1946? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Scuwarrz. Could you repeat that question, please? I am 
sorry. I just lost it. 

Mr. Arens. Were you a member of the Communist Party at any 
time during 1946 ? 

Mr. Scuwarrz. No, I was not. 

Mr. Arens. Were you a member of the Communist Party at any 
time during 1947? 

Mr. Scuwartz. No, I was not. 

Mr. Arens. 1948? 

Mr. Scuwarrz. No, I was not. 

Mr. Arens. 1949. 

Mr. Scuwartz. I decline to answer that question on the grounds of 
the first and fifth amendment. 

Mr. Arens. Are you now a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Scrwarrz. No, I am not. 

Mr. Arens. Are you under Communist Party discipline ? 

Mr. Scuwarrz. No, I am not. 

Mr. Arens. Are you in the Communist Party underground ¢ 

Mr. Scuwartz. No, I am not. 

Mr. Arens. Have you been a member of the Communist Party at 
any time during 1958 ? 
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Mr. Scuwartz. No, Ihave not. 

Mr. Arens. 1957? 

Mr. Scuwarrz. No, I have not. 

Mr. Arens. 1956? 

Mr. Scuwartrz. No, [have not. 

Mr. Arens. 1955? 

Mr. Scuwarrz. No, I have not. 

Mr. Arens. 1954? 

Mr. Scuwartz. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Armns. Have you ever been expelled from the Communist 
Party ? 

ved Scuwartrz. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever resigned from the Communist Party ? 
(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Scuwarrz. I decline to answer that question on the grounds 
of the first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Arens. Are you now against the Communist Party ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Scuwarrz. I decline to answer that question on the grounds of 
the first and fifth amendment. 

Mr. Arens. Do you presently have information concerning people 
who to your certain knowledge are, or have in the course of the last 
three or four years been, in the Communist conspiracy in the New 
England area ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Barsuax. You say three or four years? Did you say three or 
four years, sir? 

Mr. Arens. Yes, Counsel. 

Mr. Scuwarrz. I decline to answer that question on the grounds of 
the first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that will conclude 
the staff interrogation of this witness. 

Mr. Doytz. General Kearney ? 

Mr. Krarney. No questions. 

Mr. Doyte. I have no questions. 

The witness is excused. 

Mr. Armns. The next witness, if you please, Mr. Chairman, will 
be Mr. Paul Rosenkrants. 

Kindly come forward, Mr. Rosenkrants, and remain standing while 
the chairman administers an oath to you. 

Mr. Dore. Will the witness please raise his right hand. 

Do you solemnly swear you will tell the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Rosenxrants. I do. 

Mr. Doyix. Thank you. Take the witness chair. 


TESTIMONY OF PAUL S. ROSENKRANTS,' ACCOMPANIED BY 
COUNSEL, RICHARD S. MILSTEIN 


Mr. Aruns. Would you kindly identfy yourself by name, residence, 
and occupation ? 

Mr. Rosenxrants. Paul Rosenkrants, 27 Madison Avenue, Spring- 
field, Massachusetts, student. 


1 Voucher for witness fee signed Paul “‘S.’”’ Rosenkrants. 
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Mr. Arens. You are appearing here today, Mr. Rosenkrants, in 
response to a subpena which was served upon you by the House Com- 
mittee on Un-American Activities ? 

Mr. Rosenxrants. I am. 

Mr. Arens. And you are represented by counsel ? 

Mr. Rosengrants. I am. 

Mr. Arens. Counsel, kindly identify yourself. 

Mr. Mistery. Richard S. Milstein. I am associated in the firm of 
Ely, King, Kingsbury and Corcoran, Springfield, Massachusetts. 

Mr. Armns. Where and when were you born, Mr. Rosenkrants? 

Mr. Rosenxrants. I was born in 1916 in Russia. 

Mr. Arnns. And when did you gain admission into the United 
States for permanent residence ? 

Mr. Rosenxrants. In the year 1982. 

Mr. Arens. You are a derivative citizen ? 

Mr. Rosenxrants. Lam. 

Mr. Arens. Give us, if you please, a word about your formal edu- 
cation. 

Mr. Rosenxrants. I am now a senior in Springfield College about 
to be graduated this June. 

Mr. Aruns. Give us, if you please, sir, a word about the principal 
on you have held in this country since you reached adult- 
nood. 

Mr. Rosenxrants. I will try to work it backwards. That will be 
easier for me to remember. 

At the present time I am a full-time student. Prior to that I was 
a salesman of baby equipment. Prior to that I worked in Westing- 
house Corporation in Springfield. Prior to that I was in—I worked 
in a rubber factory in Chelsea, Massachusetts. Prior to that I was 
a seaman and, as a seaman, I held many jobs and it would be rather 
difficult for me to try and recall them ail. 

Mr. Arens. Did you ever serve on the 8. 8. McAllister Victory? 

Mr. Rosenxrants. I believe I did. 

Mr. Arens. In what capacity ? 

Mr. Rosenxrants. It was engine-room capacity. I don’t remem- 
ber what job. I held various jobs. 

Mr. Arens. Did you have any other assignment while you were on 
the S. S. McAllister Victory in 1946? 

Mr. Rosenxrants. I do not understand the question. 

Mr. Arens. Well, did you have any other function that you per- 
formed on board the ship, other than to help run the ship? 

Mr. Rosenxrants. Sorry. I still do not understand the question. 

Mr. Arens. Did you conduct Communist Party indoctrination 
courses aboard the 8. S. McAllister Victory in 1946? 

Mr. Rosenxrants. Sir, since I am not a Communist and since I 
have not been a Communist for some time, it makes me wonder of what 
pertinence this question which has been sometimes—I would be glad 
to discuss it with you. Asa matter of fact, I do not feel that the ques- 
tion of my prior activities is a major secret. They were quite public. 
What I am concerned as to just—I don’t recall the period of A/cAllis- 
ter Victory. 

Mr. Arens. How long were you in the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Rosenxkrants. Oh, a number of years. 
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Mr. Arens. Beginning when? 

Mr. Rosenxrants. Oh, I would say 1936. 

Mr. Arens. And ending when? 

Mr. Rosenxrants. Well, the ending is a very difficult thing. As I 
recall the ending, it evidently differs with other people’s recollection 
of the ending so I would just leave it at several years. 

Mr. Arens. Let’s be a little more specific than that, if you please, sir. 

Mr. Rosenxkrants. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Did you disassociate yourself, or were you disassociated, 
from the Communist Party at any time during the course of the last 
five years? 

Mr. Rosenxrants. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Were you out of the party in 1950? 

Mr. Rosenxrants. Sir, I had studied, not just as a lawyer but as an 
individual who reads very carefully, the Watkins decision. I was very 
impressed with it. And I feel that the question which you are asking 
me now is actually a question of association, as involved in the first 
amendment. More than that, I would really prefer not to be pinned 
down. to the specific year because of the reason I already expressed. 
There seems to be quite a discrepancy of what I recall and what some- 
one else recalls. 

Mr. Arens. We will doit my way, if you please, sir. 

Mr. Rosenxrants. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Where did you join the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Rosenkrants. In New York City. 

Mr. Arens. What cell or unit did you join? 

Mr. Rosenxrants. It would be hard for me to remember. It is 
quite a while. 

Mr. Arens. Were you a member-at-large or attached to a cell? 

Mr. Rosenxrants. No, I was attached to a cell in 1936, but however 
I feel to discuss with you the organization—to discuss me, the fact I 
was a Communist, I am willing. To discuss the fact that I was at- 
tached to the group and that would be to discuss the fact which I feel 
falls under the whole first amendment section. 

Mr. Arens. If you had been in a narcotics ring, peddlers, selling 
narcotics, to debauch the American people, would you feel the same 
way ? 

Mr. Rosenxrants. Definitely not. 

Mr. Arens. You feel there is a distinction between a Communist 
and his objectives and that of a narcotics man ? 

Mr. Rosenxrants. I do, sir. All the time I was in the Communist 
Party I never committed an act violating Federal laws, nor do I 
know of anyone else who did, so obviously I would feel differently 
about that than I would about 

Mr. Arens. Do you know that your Government, through your Con- 
gress, has found the Communist Party of the United States to be part 
and parcel of an international conspiracy controlled from Moscow? 
A conspiracy, which from 1917 to 1924 alone, killed off of their own 
countrymen 12,000,000 people by assassinations, executions, and 
famines; that in the last 30 years, the average population of the slave 
labor camps of the Soviet Union has been, the annual population, be- 
tween 12 and 13 million people; that in Red China alone, an average 
estimate, a conservative estimate of 20 million human beings have had 
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their lives snuffed out in that process, the ascendancy of this con- 
spiracy. Today this conspiracy controls 900 million people on this 
globe, approximately a third of the people on this globe; that today 
this conspiracy has as its Number One target the United States of 
America; that the Soviet Union and its satellites, with 25 million 
agents strung around this world in a deadly fifth column, are seeking 
to destroy by every means possible the Nation under whose flag you 
obtain protection; and that you, sir, were in an organization for a 
number of years, by your own testimony here, which is part and parcel 
of that international conspiracy and you are now in the presence of a 
congressional committee seeking to procure information respecting the 
function and operation of that conspiracy in the United States so that 
this committee can return to Washington, D. C. and use that informa- 
tion, in connection with other information we have acquired elsewhere 
in the Nation, to appraise legislation designed to meet this awful God- 
less threat ? 

Now, sir, please tell this committee the first cell to which you were 
attached in the Communist Party in the United States. 

Mr. Rosenkrants. Sir, I am very glad you made the statement you 
made. I feel that I have very good reasons to be ashamed of my 
membership in the Communist Party. 

Mr. Arens. It is not our purpose to bring you here to shame you, 
sir. It is our purpose to bring you here to see if we can elicit from 
you information respecting the operation of this conspiracy. You 
and I have never seen each other or talked together before, have we? 

We want to talk about, if you please, sir, on your association and 
membership in the Communist Party, the part of the information 
which you can supply to this committee, and I implore you to do so. 

Mr. Rosenxrants. Sir, kindly let me finish what I started to say. 

Mr. Arens. Proceed. 

Mr. Rosenxrants. The reason for me feeling the way that I do is 
that I find it very difficult to understand the fact that over these many 
years I had been involved in an organization which has such disre- 
gard for individuals. I feel that the sacred rights of an individual 
are the things which I was seeking, and which many other people were 
seeking as young people, and which I seek now. In the Communist 
Party that was lost. I feel that what has obviously taken place all 
over the world wherever the Communists were in power is also very 
much against the rights of those individuals. 

But feeling as I do about that, I could not possibly, my conscience 
would not let me, to go into any area which would subject indi- 
viduals 

Mr. Arens. Do you think, sir, this FBI agent, Penha, who sacri- 
ficed 8 years of his life, who now is almost financially destitute, who 
risked his own life, that this young lady here, this mother of these 
2 children, who over the course of the last several years penetrated 
this Godless conspiracy to get information for this Government, did 
an unconscionable thing when they took an oath before God here in 
this Federal Court Building and revealed to this committee and to 
the American people via their testimony names of people who are 
now, or have in the recent past been, engaged in the operation? Is 
that your approach? Is that your analysis of the situation? 

Mr. Rosenxrants. I would tell you that Mr. Penha and Mrs. Fos- 
ter had to be guided by their conscience. I have to be guided by 
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mine. And I feel that my conduct, guided by my conscience, is the 
kind of a conduct that Chief Justice Warren in his wonderful de- 
cision, the decision which showed the kind of human being that he is, 
the kind of understanding that he has of people and what makes 
people, this is what he had in mind. 

Mr. Arens. Don’t you feel you owe a duty to your Government, 
you having been in a conspiracy, whether you recognized it or not, to 
come forward and give such information as you possess respecting 
the operation of that conspiratorial network, the names of people who 
are in there? Don’t you trust your Government to use that in a man- 
ner and in a form that would be fair and equitable and just, in a man- 
ner that would help preserve and defend this Constitution that this 
entity, of which you are a part, is dedicated to destroy ? 

Mr. Rosrenxrants. Sir, I have great confidence in my Government. 

Mr. Arens. Then, come forward, please, sir, and tell us the name of 
the last entity of the Communist Party to which you were attached. 

Mr. Rosenxrants. I have such great confidence in my Government 
that my conduct here will be well understood by the Government and 
accepted. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest this record show 
an order and direction to the witness to respond to the question as 
to the name and the identification of the last entity of the Communist 
Party to which he was attached. 

Mr. Dorie. Mr. Witness, I order and direct you to answer the ques- 
tion as directed to you by our director. I believe it is pertinent and 
proper for you to answer. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Rosrengrants. I respectfully decline to answer this on the 
grounds of the way I understand the first amendment to be operative 
under the Watkins decision. 

Mr. Arens. Let the record be clear. Are you or are you not invok- 
ing—I think I understand, but I want the record to be clear—are you 
or are you not invoking those provisions of the fifth amendment of the 


Constitution which endow you with the privilege of not incriminating 


yourself ? 

Mr. Rosengrants. I am not invoking that. 

Mr. Arens. Now, Mr. Chairman, so this record may be abundantly 
clear may I say that the information we have and the testimony we 
have procured from Mr. Penha is to the effect that, as late as 1955, this 
particular witness was identified with the Metals Commission of the 
Communist Party of New England, the New England District Metals 
Commission; and, as the chairman knows and as this committee 
knows, the operations of that particular Commission in penetrating in- 
dustrial establishments, in undertaking processes of recruitment, in 
undertaking to solicit information respecting the heavy industry of 
this Nation that it might be crippled at the will of Moscow, is of vital 
importance in the legislative function of this committee and of the 
United States Congress. 

Now, sir, with that explanation, I implore you to answer the ques- 
tion. 

Mr. Rosengrants. I respectfully decline to answer the question on 
the grounds my conscience will not permit me. 
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Mr. Arens. Now, Mr. Chairman, so the record may be abundantly 
clear, I suggest just one more direction to this witness to answer the 
question. You understand the question, Mr. Witness? 

Mr. Rosenxrants. I believe I do. Do you wish to restate? It might 
be clear. I believe I understand. 

Mr. Arens. I better make it absolutely clear. : 

Mr. Rosrnkrants. Go ahead. 

Mr. Arens. I don’t want, a year or two years from now, to have some 
questions arise on this question. 

Mr. Rosengrants. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. I ask you the name of the last entity to which you, 
sir, were attached and if you give me the name of the last entity, I 
propose to ask you about the functions of that entity. It is my under- 
standing that one of those entities was the New England District 
Metals Commission. If that is the last entity, or one of the last en- 
tities, I intend to pursue that thoroughly here today to get as much 
information as possible so that this committee of Congressmen of the 
United States may take that information back to Washington to use 
it in an appraisal of proposed legislation. 

Now, with that understanding, I implore you to answer this ques- 
tion: Please, sir, tell us the name of the last entity within the Com- 
munist Party to which you were attached. 

Mr. Rosenxrants. Sir, I understand the question and I regret it 
very much—really I regret it very much—but I feel that to go into this 
whole matter would be in violation of the first amendment of the 
Constitution as I understand it, and therefore I decline to answer the 
question. 

Mr. Arens. And you are not invoking the provisions of the fifth 
amendment ? 

Mr. Rosrenxrants. I am not. 

Mr. Arens. Which endow you with the privilege of not incriminat- 
ing yourself ? 

Mr. Rosenkrants. Having committed no criminal acts, I feel it 
would be morally wrong for me at this point to invoke the fifth amend- 
ment. 

Mr. Arens. I understand. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that the record may be 
abundantly clear so that the blind can see that the witness be ordered 
and directed to answer that question. 

Mr. Dorie. Mr. Witness, I-order and direct you to answer the ques- 
tion last asked you by our director. You said you understood his 
question, 

Mr. Rosrenxrants. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Dovyte. I direct you to answer that question. 

Mr. Rosrenxrants. I decline to answer the question on the grounds 
of my conscience and my understanding of the first amendment. 

Mr, Arens. Mr. Chairman, I see that there would be no fruitful 
purpose served in me asking him other questions of a similar vein at 
this time about other activities, of which we have a suggestion that 
this man was in the recent past engaged in. So I, therefore, respect- 
fully suggest that as of now that will conclude the staff interrogation 
of this witness. 

Mr. Dorie. General Kearney, have you any questions? 

Mr. Krarney. I have no questions. 
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Mr. Dov. Ihave one question, Witness, of you. 

Mr. Rosenxrants. Yes. 

Mr. Dorin. You volunteered that, for a number of years, you were 
a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Rospenxrants. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Dorin. You volunteered that you are not now and have been 
out of it, I think, according to you—since what year? 

Mr. Rosenxrants. Several years. 

Mr. Doyix. Several years? 

Mr. Rosenxrants. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Doyrn. Is that as much as five years? 

Mr. Rosenxrants. Sir, faced with the fact that my recollection as 
to when I left the Communist Party is at sharp variance with other 
testimony here, I prefer to just leave it at several years. 

Mr. Dorin. I know, Witness, but you know as well as I do that the 
word “several” is rather ambiguous and uncertain. 

Mr. Rosenxrants. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Doyxr. I practiced law 30 years before I came to Congress. 

Mr. Rosrenxrants. I am not a lawyer. 

Mr. Dorie. Before I came to Congress—and I would just like to 
know what you mean by “several.” Do you mean one or do you mean 
more than one? 

Mr. Rosenkrants. I mean more than one. 

Mr. Dortx. Do you mean three? 

Mr. Rosenxrants. Sir, I will have to decline to answer that ques- 
tion. 

Mr. Dorrtz. Well, I will yield to General Kearney. 

Mr. Kearney. Were you a member of the Communist Party in 
1955? 

Mr. Rosenxrants.: I will decline to answer that question, sir. 
Mr. Knarney. Were youa member of the Party in 1956? 

Mr. Rospenxrants. I will decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Kearney. In 1957? 

Mr. Rosenxranvs. I will decline to answer that, sir. 

Mr. Knarney. Now, you spoke about your conscience bothering you. 
Is that your Communist conscience ? 

Mr. Rosrenxrants. No, sir. No, sir. Not by any means. 

Mr. Krarney. That is all. 

Mr. Doyir. Witness, a minute ago you said you had been out of 
the party for several years. Now, in answer to General Kearney, you 
claimed your privilege when he asked you if you were out of the party 
in 1955, 1956, and 1957. 

Mr. Rosenxrants. Sir, if | may—just a second. 

Mr. Doytz. How do you account for that? What do you expect 
me to believe your testimony to be? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Rosrenxrants. Sir, on this whole matter I have been out—I 
have not been a Communist for a number of years. Oh, I would say 
in excess of five. 

Mr. Dove. All right. 

Mr. Rosenxrants. My breaking of the organizational connection 
with the Communist Party has been for several years, and I would 
prefer to leave it at several years because of the difficulty for me that 
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this whole thing poses. I can state very—I see no purpose in follow- 
ing this. 

Mr. Doytr. Our director explained that we are an investigating 
committee of the United States Congress, seeking facts and informa- 
tion with reference to legislation. 

Mr. Rosenkrants. Yes. 

Mr. Doytz. Now, since you straightened out that you meant sev- 
eral to be more than five years that you have been out of the party, 
I will ask you why you got out of the party. Now, just a minute. 
As long as you say your conscience hurts you and prevents you from 
naming people that you were in the party with, I will state that, as 
far as my question is concerned, I will not ask you to name the 
people; but I think if you have such a quantity and quality of con- 
science as you claim you have, that you will not hesitate to tell Con- 
gress why you got out of the party. 

Mr. Rosenxrants. I will be very happy. 

Mr. Doyte. Is that a fair question ? 

Mr. Rosenxrants. I will be happy, six. 

Mr. Doyte. Well, good. Now, go to it. Why did you get out? 

Mr. Rosenxrants. Sir, this would really have to start with why 
did I join, because I got out, because after a long time—much longer 
than I could be proud of, the length of time does not favorably re- 
flect on my judgment—I found that the party was working against 
the very things that I was looking for when I joined the party. I 
joined the party as quite a young man and I joined the party in years 
of depression. I joined the party, having been first subject to perse- 
cution outside of the United States in my own country, as a Jew; 
then finding the same kind of situation in Florida, where I originally 
went to school. Feeling the grave injustice of it and feeling the great 
size of the problem which faced me as an individual, and it seemed 
to me as society as a whole, I was looking for a solution. And the 
Communists came along and they had a solution that seemed to be 
the perfect solution, and this, really a very nice worked-out solution, 
misses one big point. And the big point is the individual human 
being, his dignity, the respect for him, his needs, and the reality of 
how people are. 

Now, how is it that it took me so long to see that it is not so; 
that is very difficult to say. And as I said before, it certainly does 
not reflect well on my judgment, and I am ashamed of it. 

Mr. Arens. Would your conscience preclude you from telling us 
about your Communist Party activities in Panama? 

Mr. Rosenxrants. Sir, there was no Communist Party activities by 
me in Panama. 

Mr. Arens. Did you attend Communist Party sessions in Panama? 

Mr. Rosenxrants. The Panamanian Communist Party ? 

Mr. Arens. Any kind of Communist sessions in Panama. 

Mr. Rosenxrants. Sir, J was a seaman on an American ship which 
spent—I was on that ship for, oh, probably in excess of a year and a 
half, which was on a study down to Panama. I met with many sea- 
men ashore, not just from the ship, and I probably met Communists, 
too. I attended no Panamanian Communist Party. 

Mr. Arens. Did you disseminate any Communist literature on the 
ship you engaged 

Mr. Rosenxrants. I certainly did. 
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Mr. Arens. Beg pardon? 

Mr. Rosenxrants. I certainly did. 

Mr. Arens. Can you tell us about the extent of dissemination 
by you of Communist Party literature on the ships? 

Mr. Rosenxrants. I don’t understand the question—the extent? 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that will conclude 
the staff interrogation of this witness. . 

Mr. Doytz. May I ask the witness one more question, please? Our 
director informed you what Mr. Penha testified to under oath. 

Mr. Rosrngrants. Yes. 

Mr. Doyzn. The fact he knew you as a member of the National 
Metals Commission of the Communist Party, the District Metals Com- 
mittee. Did you hear him testify to that? 

Mr. Rosenxrants. I did not hear Mr. Penha testify. 

Mr. Doytz. You heard our director say Mr. Penha had so testified 
yesterday under oath ? 

Mr. Rosenxrants. I did. 

Mr. Dovix. Was Mr. Penha telling the truth or was it false? 

Mr. Rosenxrants. I decline to answer that question, sir, on the 
grounds 

Mr. Dorue. If you had been out of the party more than five years 
and he testified recently he knew you in that capacity, he couldn’t be 
telling the truth, could he? Hither you or he are not telling the truth? 
Why don’t you clear that up for us, if you think your conscience makes 
you tell the truth? Why don’t you tell it? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Rosenxrants. Sir, I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Kearney. What was that? 

Mr. Rosenxrants. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Kearney. Why? 

Mr. Rosenxrants. I feel that it is leading into a discussion of my 
association with other people. 

Mr. Doytz. No. Now, let me make a proposition to you. 

Mr. Rosenxrants. Yes, do. 

Mr. Dorr. I will make a proposition with you in order that you 
might satisfy your conscience, if that is what you are trying to satisfy. 

Mr. Rosenxrants. Yes. 

Mr. Dorie. I will make this proposition with you in asking you this 
question. If you answer this question truthfully, the question I asked 
you, whether or not Mr. Penha was telling the truth or lying about 
you when he identified you as a member of that District Metals Com- 
mission, I will promise you that I will not ask you any other question. 
Is that fair? 

All right, go to it. What does your conscience tell you to do? 

Mr. Rosrnxrants. My conscience tells me that to get involved in a 
battle with Mr. Penha on dates, I am afraid that I cannot do it. 

Mr. Dorr. Then the only difference between you and Penha is one 
of dates? 

Mr. Rosengkrants. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Doytz..In other words, my 30 years of Jaw practice would tell 
me that at one time you might have been a member of the Metals Com- 
Ses the way Penha testified, but you differ with him as to years, is 
that it ? 
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Mr. Rosenxrants. Possibly. 

Mr. Doyte. Possibly. 

Thank you very much. 

Mr. Kearney. You haven’t any doubt in your mind that Mr. Penha 
was testifying to the truth here, have you? 

Mr. RosenxKrants. I did not read Mr. Penha’s testimony. Iam sure 
that Mr. Penha 

Mr. Kearney. I know all that. You are only telling the committee 
what you want to tell. 

Mr. Rosenxrants. I am sure Mr. Penha told it the way he saw it. 

Mr. Kearney. We have heard your type of witnesses before. 

Mr. RoseNKRANTS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kearney. You tell what you want to tell, and you hold back 
what you want to hold back. 

Now, will you swear under oath that what Mr. Penha stated yes- 
terday or the day before about you in his testimony is false? 

Mr. RosenxKrants. I will decline to do that, sir. 

Mr. Krarney. I thought you would. That is all. 

Mr. Doyte. There is a difference of years. That is the issue be- 
tween these two gentlemen. 

Thank you very much, Witness. You are excused, Mr. Rosen- 
krants. Thank you, sir. 

Mr. Armns. The next witness, if you please, Mr. Chairman, will 
be Mr. Robert Handman. 

Kindly come forward. 

Mr. Doyzz. I wish to say to General Kearney and the committee 
that yesterday Attorney Homans of Boston appeared. 

Mr. Homans. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Doyte. Mr. Homans, I have been waiting to say this until I 
saw you in the courtroom. 

The committee wants to thank you as a member of the Boston Bar 
and thank the Boston Bar for your appearance yesterday. 

Mr. Homans. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Doyzn. On behalf of the Boston Bar for that witness who 
claimed he couldn’t hire a lawyer. 

Mr. Homans. Thank you. 

Mr. Dorin. We want to thank the Boston Bar through you, if you 
will give them our appreciation. 

Mr. Homans. I will convey your appreciation, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Doytr. Thank you yery much. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Handman. 

Mr. Doytx. Do you solemnly swear you will tell the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Hanpmavy. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF ROBERT HANDMAN, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
MARY M. KAUFMAN 


Mr. Arens. Please, sir, identify yourself by name, residence, and 
occupation. 

Mr. Hanpman. My name is Robert Handman. I live in New York 
City. Iam an accountant. 

Mr. Arrns. Where are you employed, please, sir? 
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Mr. HanpmMan. Iam employed at the Sheridan-Company, New York 
City. 

Mr. Arens. You are appearing today, Mr. Handman, in response 
to a subpena which was served upon you by the House Committee on 
Un-American Activities? 

Mr. Hanpman. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. And you are represented by counsel ? 

Mr. Hanpman. Yes, I am. 

Mr. Arens. Counsel, kindly identify yourself. 

Miss Kaurman. My name is Mary M. Kaufman, of New York City. 

Mr. Arens. Where and when were you born ? 

Mr. Hanpman. I was born in January, 1918, in New York City. 

Mr. Arens. Anda word about your education. 

Mr. Hanpman. I completed a degree at City College in 1946 and I 
attended Columbia University for one year.. 

Mr. Arens. Would it be convenient for you to keep your voice up 
a little bit, Mr. Handman. 

Mr. Hanpman. Yes, I can speak louder. 

Mr. Arens. Kindly doso, please. 

Now, give us, if you please, the principal employments which you 
have had since you completed your formal education and if you will 
accommodate by giving the date again. 

On what date did you complete your formal education, please, sir? 

Mr. Hanpmawn. I left Columbia University in June 1948. 

Mr. Arens. 1948? Now, will you give us the principal employments 
that you have had since that time ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Hanpman. I decline to answer that question on the grounds of 
the first and fifth amendment. 

Mr. Arens. Are you invoking those provisions of the fifth amend- 
el which endow you with the privilege of not incriminating your- 
self ? 

Mr. Hanpman. I am invoking that clause which prevents me from 
bearing testimony against myself, bearing witness against myself. 

Mr. Arens. What other name have you used besides the name of 
Robert Handman? 

Mr. Hanpman. I decline to answer that question on the grounds al- 
ready stated. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever used the name of Fred ? 

Mr. Hanpman. I decline to answer that question on the grounds 
already stated. y 

Mr. Argens. I put it to you as a fact, sir, and ask you to affirm the 
fact that your code name in the Communist conspiracy has been Fred. 
Please deny it while you are under oath if that is not true. 

Mr. Hanpman. I decline to answer that question on the grounds 
already stated. 

Mr, Arens. What was your next principal employment after this 
employment which you decline to tell us about ? 

Mr. Hanpman. I have had my present employment for the past 8 
years. 

Mr. Arens. Well, is that the employment which immediately fol- 
lowed the employment concerning which you decline to talk ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 
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Mr. Hanpman. I decline to answer any questions with regard to my 
employment except for the question I just now answered, in regard to 
my present employment. 

r. Arens. Let us be clear on this, if you please, sir. Since you 
graduated or left Columbia University in 1948, has there been any 
employment in which you have been engaged up until the time of your 
present job with Sheridan Company, concerning which you can tell 
this committee without revealing facts which, in your judgment, might 
be used against you in a criminal proceeding ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Hanpman. I decline to answer any questions regarding any 
previous employment on the grounds of the first and fifth amend- 
ment. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know a man by the name of Charles Benson 
Childs? 

Mr. Hanpman. I decline to answer that question on the grounds al- 
ready stated. 

Mr. Arens. I beg your pardon ? 

Mr. Hanpman. I decline to answer that question on the grounds 
already stated. 

Mr. Arens. A year or so ago, we were interrogating Charles Benson 
Childs. I believe at that time we were down in North Carolina. I 
would like to read you a little of the testimony, if I may, please, sir. 

I was interrogating the witness. 

Q. Did he tell you with what division or unit of the National Committee of 
the Communist Party he was identified ? 


Mr. Cups. I do not recall that; no, sir. The district organizer, we called Bob 
at the party school. 


Then we skip a little, and I say: 


Q. Can you give us a further description of Handman and his activities or 
background? 

Mr. Cuixtps. He was the district organizer for the State of Virginia. 

Q. He came in from Virginia to this Communist Party leadership training 
school; is that correct ? 

Mr. Cuinps. That is my understanding. 

Did you ever use the name of Bob as a code name? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Hanpman. My name is Robert Handman, but I refuse to 
answer questions regarding code names. 

Mr. Arens. Did you ever live in the State of Virginia? 

Mr. Hanpman. I decline to answer that question on the grounds I 
already stated. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever lived here in this state—by this state I 
mean Massachusetts, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Hanpman. No, I haven't lived in this state. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever worked in this state ? 

Mr. Hanpman. No. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know a man by the name of Armando Penha? 

Mr. Hanpman. I decline to answer that question on the grounds al- 
ready stated. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Penha testified yesterday or the day before yes- 
terday—within the course of the last two days, anyway—that while 
he was an undercover agent in the Communist Party, he knew you, 
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Robert Handman, as a Communist; that you were in the underground, 
an ardent Communist; that you were national coordinator of the 
Textile Commission operating out of New York City. 

We want to give you an opportunity now, please, sir, to deny that 
very serious allegation respecting yourself. Do you care to avail 
yourself of that opportunity ? 

Mr. Hanpman. I decline to answer that question on the grounds 
already stated. 

Mr. Arens. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. HanpMman. I decline to answer that question on the grounds 
already stated. . 

Mr. Knarney. If you were not a member of the Communist Party 
at the present time, would you so state? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Hanpman. I decline to answer that question for the same 
reasons. 

Mr. Kearney. Were you in the military service? 

Mr. Hanpman. Yes, I was. 

Mr. Kearney. What period of time? 

Mr. Hanpman. I enlisted on January 7, 1942, in the United States 
Army. Iwas mustered out on April 6, 1946. 

Mr. Kearney. An honorable discharge? 

Mr. Hanpmawn. I received an honorable discharge. 

Mr. Kearney. That is all. 

Mr. Dorr. Have you any other questions, General Kearney ? 

Mr. Krarney. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I wonder if we might have a two- or 
three-minute break to relax for a minute? 

Mr. Doyir. We will have a five-minute break. 

Miss Kaurman. Is this witness excused ? 

Mr. Doytr. Yes, the witness is excused. 

(Brief recess.) 

(Committee members present: Representatives Doyle and 
Kearney.) 

Mr. Doyix. The committee will reconvene and come to order after 
a five-minute recess. Let the record show that General Kearney, of 
New York, and Clyde Doyle, of California, are both present. There- 
fore, a legal subcommittee is present. Proceed, Mr. Arens. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Elias Snitzer, kindly come forward. 

Mr. Doyzez. Mr. Snitzer, will you please raise your right hand and 
be sworn. 

Do you solemnly swear you will tell the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. SnirzeEr. I do. 

Mr. Dortn. Thank you. Will you take the witness chair, 


TESTIMONY OF ELIAS SNITZER, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
GERALD A. BERLIN 


Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself by name, residence, and 
occupation. : 

Mr. Snirzrr. My name is Elias Snitzer, I live at 30 Burtt Street, 
in Lowell, Massachusetts, and I am a physicist and teacher. 

Mr. Arens. You are appearing today—— 


—— 


COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE NEW ENGLAND AREA 2341 


Mr. Snrrzer. Mr. Chairman: 

Mr. Arens. Excuse me. Let me get the record 

Mr. Snirzer. I should like 

Mr. Arens. The formal record made, please, sir, and then we will 
hear you. 

Mr. Snirzer. All right. 

Mr. Arens. You are appearing today in response to a subpena which 
was served upon you by the House Committee on Un-American Activ- 
ities ? 

Mr. Snirzer. Yes, that is correct. 

Mr. Armens. And you are represented by counsel ? 

Mr. Snrrzer. That is correct. 

Mr. Arens. Counsel kindly identify himself. 

Mr. Berury. Gerald A. Berlin, 30 State Street, Boston. 

Mr. Aruns. Now, sir, you started to say something? 

Mr. Snirzmr. Yes. I understood from my attorney that, yesterday, 
the authorizing resolution constituting this subcommittee was read. 
I understand there was an authorizing resolution which was passed 
on January 15 and, for the sake of the record, I would appreciate that 
being read today for me and my attorney. 

Mr. Arens. Would it make any difference in the questions or answers 
that you give us, whether or not we read it again? It is rather volum- 
inous and takes up time. 

Mr. Snrrzer. Well, what I would like to enter here is the question 
of pertinency. I have some real doubts about whether my being sub- 
penaed here is in any way pertinent to the purpose of the investigation, 
so { would like for the record a clear statement of the purpose of this 
investigation, if you please. 

Mr. Dorie. Mr. Arens can ably and briefly tell you again the per- 
tinency, and we want to make it adequate so that you understand the 
pertinency of it. You have been in the courtroom all day, haven’t 
you? 

Mr. Snirzer. Yes, I have. 

Mr. Doyzz. You heard the explanation of the pertinency of this 
investigation all day, and you heard several of them. Why do you 
want it repeated for your special benefit when you heard the others 
get the same explanation that you would get now? However, Mr. 
Arens, go ahead. 

Mr. Snirzzr. I should like to have it repeated for my special bene- 
fit. 

Mr. Arens. Let me sum 

Mr. Dorr. Well, all right. 

Mr. Kearney. Mr. Chairman—— 

Mr. Snirzer. It will only take a matter of minutes. 

Mr. Kearney. Just one moment. Were you in the courtroom yes- 
terday ? 

Mr. Snirzer. Part of the time, yes. 

Mr. Kearney. Did you ask counsel yesterday for a copy of this 
resolution ? 

Mr. Snirzer. No, I did not. 

Mr. Kearney. Did you ask for a copy of it today ? 

Mr. Snrrzer. Did I ask for a copy of the resolution today ? 

Mr. Kearney. Yes. 
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Mr. Snirzrr. No, I did not. 

Mr. Kearney. Prior tonow? 

Mr. Snirzer. No, I did not. 

Mr. Kearney. In other words, your actions would be more or less 
dilatory tactics, would they not ? 

Mr. Snrrzer. No, they would not, certainly not. If you permit me 
to explain 

Mr. Knarney. Would you be satisfied if a copy of the resolution be 
handed to you? 

Mr. Snirzer. I would like the resolution to be read for the sake 
of the record. 

Mr. Arens. Now, sir, we present you with a copy of the resolution 
which is two pages typed. And we will hesitate a few minutes while 
you read it. 

Mr. Kearney. You don’t have to read it. 

Mr. Snirzer. Mr. Berlin, would you consider that to be satisfactory ? 
Mr. Brrurn. Yes, and I would like to have it marked for 
identification. 

Mr. Snirzer. Thank you, Mr. Berlin. 

Mr. Kearney. Mr. Chairman, the resolution is in the record, and I 
don’t believe legally it is necessary to reread that resolution simply 
because this witness desires it. He has a copy of it now, and I move 
that we proceed. 

Mr. Snirzmr. My attorney informed me it would be satisfactory if 
the resolution not be read. 

Mr. Doyiz. Even under the Watkins decision, we don’t have to read 
it for his special benefit. He heard it yesterday. 

Mr. Snrrzer. I did not hear it yesterday. 

Mr. Doyix. You heard it explained by our counsel yesterday. You 
were in the courtroom part of the time, you said so, and you heard it 
today four or five times. 

Mr. Snirzer. That is right. I did not hear any of the witnesses 
when they first came to the stand yesterday. 

Mr. Dorie. Allright. Your counsel 

Mr. Snirzrr. If my counsel advises me it is adequate and simply to 
have it marked for the record and simply put in the record, I will not 
request the authorizing resolution be read. In fact, that satisfies me 
now. 

Mr. Arens. The fact you have seen this lengthy resolution, will 
that change your testimony in any way and make you tell us material 
that you would not tell us otherwise ? 

Mr. Snrrzer. You will have to wait and ask the question and find 
out. 

Mr. Arens. Are you now, and have you ever been, a member of the 
Communist Party? 

Mr. Snrrzer. I would like to explain the reason why I am going to 
answer that question, and now I definitely intend to answer. It is my 
own feeling that my thoughts and associations are entirely a matter 
of my own concern. They are a private matter guaranteed by the 
first amendment, the guarantee which was recently upheld in the 
Watkins case. However, it is a contradictory consideration, and that 
consideration arises from my present employment. I am teaching at 
the Lowell Technological Institute, a small school which, in my 
opinion, has a great future. However, because of this investigation 
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and because it is a State school, I can easily be harmed by this in- 
vestigation. For that reason I am relaxing my principles, the prin- 
ciples mainly that no one has any right to inquire into my beliefs or 
associations—I relax them to the extent of discussing anything which 
has happened since I have been here at Lowell Technological Insti- 
tute. Iam 

Mr. Arens. Would you relax them back past 1956 for us? 

Mr. Snirzer. No, I will not. 

Mr. Arens. You won’t relax your principles back past 1956? 

Mr. Snrrzrer. That is correct. It is not relaxing back to 1956; it is 
relaxing them in such a way as to make it possible for the Lowell 
Technological Institute to come out of this investigation without any 
doubt concerning any member of its faculty. As I am fully aware of 
the fact 

Mr. Arens. You understand we are not investigating Lowell Tech- 
nological Institute. We have—— 

Mr. Snrrzer. I am of the—I think this investigation will hurt 
Lowell Tech 

Mr. Arens. When we investigate a Communist in labor, they say 
we are trying to bust unions; when we investigate Communists in 
some other nonsensitive organization, they say you are trying to bust 
the organization. When we find a Commie in a school they say you 
are after the school. Sir, our intent 

Mr. Snirzrer. I don’t say you are after the school. ; 

Mr. Arens. Our intent and purpose is not to investigate Lowell 
Institute. 

Mr. Snirzer. I understand that. 

Mr. Arens. Or any educational institution, and we don’t want any 
one brainwashed on that theory to think otherwise. Our sole and 
exclusive prerogative and function is to acquire information respect- 
ing Communist activities. And we intend to do so wherever they are, 
under whatever circumstances, and under whatever guise. 

Now, sir, kindly tell us 

Mr. Snirzer. Mr. Chairman, may 

Mr. Arens. Are you now, or have you ever been, a member of the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. Snirzer. I am not now a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever been a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Snirzer. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds it is 
invasion of my right of privacy and of association and thought. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest the witness be 
ordered and directed to answer the question as to whether or not he 
has ever been a member of the Communist Party; and so there will be 
no possible misconstruction of the question, may I explain to him, to 
the point of ad nauseam on this record, that this Committee on Un- 
American Activities is in the process of acquiring information on 
which it may legislate or recommend legislation to the United States 
Congress for the purpose of protecting this country, its institutions, 
its colleges, its right to pursuit of truth in educational institutions, 
and the like. It is our information, sir, that you have, in the recent 
past, been a member of the Communist conspiracy; that you, sir, now 
have information respecting persons who have been in the recent past 
in the Communist conspiracy, penetrating educational institutions, 
penetrating all walks of life, undertaking to brainwash the young 
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people coming up, turning the processes of education of this great 
Republic into the Godless, atheist, conspiratorial operations from 
Moscow. 

Now, sir, if you will give us that information, which we under- 
stand you possess, we will take that back to Washington. We will 
appraise that in connection with other information which we have 
in deliberating upon numerous provisions of laws or proposed laws 
pending before this committee, so that if the Congress of the United 
States, weighing that information, in its judgment feels the informa- 
tion warrants it, it may pass this legislation to protect this country 
against Communists, against Communist dupes, and against the opera- 
tion of this Godless conspiracy which threatens the world. 

Now, sir, please answer the question. Are you now, or have you 
ever been, a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Snirzer. I just answered that I am not now a member of the 
Communist Party, nor have I been a member of the Communist Party 
for the full time that I have been teaching at Lowell Technological In- 
stitute. I refuse to answer concerning previous associations, and my 
refusal to answer is specifically because I feel this committee is, by far, 
the greatest danger to our American democratic freedom, our civil 
liberties. 

Mr. Kearney. That is the perfect Commie line. 

Mr. SnrrzEr. I would like to add further 

Mr. Kearney. That is word for word, every hearing I have been 
connected with, and throughout this country. 

Mr. Sntrzmr. I have never engaged in any kind of subversive activ- 
ity, any kind of illegal act in my life. I have no hesitation to discuss 
all of these matters with the press. In fact, I have already. Any ques- 
tions you put to me, I would be perfectly willing to talk with the press 
immediately afterwards. ‘ 

Mr. Kearney. While not under oath. 

Mr. Snirzrr. But I will not be compelled before a congressional 
committee to state my views or associations. This is a violation of the 
protection under the first amendment; and, furthermore, the only way 
in which I, as an individual, can protect the first amendment is to 
exercise it, and I propose to exercise it today. 

Mr. Kearney. If you would stop making a speech for a few minutes, 
counsel could get in a few words and we might get some place. 

Mr. Arens. You realize when you talk to the press you are not under 
oath. 

Mr. Snirzrr. That is right. I rely on integrity. 

Mr. Arens. You realize when you talk to the press you are not sub- 
ject to the pains and penalties of perjury, do you not? 

Mr. Snrrzer. I realize that and, as I say, I rely on my integrity 
which no one past and present—— 

Mr. Arens. We are going to test your integrity in just a minute. 
We are not discussing that now. How long have you been at Lowell 
Institute ? 

Mr. Snirzer. I have been at Lowell Institute since September of 56. 

Mr. Arens. Did you, in the process of applying for your job there 
at Lowell Institute, exercise your integrity by telling the officials 
there of your past association, identification, affiliation in the Com- 
munist conspiracy ? 
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Mr. Snrrzer. When I had my original interview with the officials, 
the administration of Lowell Technological Institute made clear essen- 
tially three things. This was an interview which I deliberately called 
for, even though the job was offered to me in a telephone conversa- 
tion prior to the interview. Those three things were the following: 
First, I had a past of left-wing activity. 

Mr. Arens. Did you say just left-wing activity or did you tell them 
Communist Party activity? 

Mr. Snirzsr. I did not specifically tell them Communist Party ac- 
tivity. However, if you wait just a moment 

Mr. Arens. What was your integrity at that time? 

Mr. Snirzpr. —you will see as I answer this. 

Mr. Arens. Proceed, if you please, sir. 

Mr. Snirzer. Essentially three things, as I said before: That I had 
a past of left-wing activity but I felt, as far as I was concerned, this 
was a closed book. Secondly, if I were ever investigated by an investi- 
gating committee, that there was a very good chance that I would use 
the fifth amendment. According to standards that exist today, this 
would probably have labeled me a Fifth Amendment Communist. 
However, today I have no intention of using the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Arens. Did you make 

Mr. Snirzer. And third—I am not finished yet—third, please—— 

Mr. Arens. Excuse me. Go right ahead. 

Mr. Snrrzmr. Third, I have no intention of getting in any kind of 
activity that would, in any way, reflect on the Institute. 

It was under these provisions that I was hired. 

Mr. Arens. Did you make any distinction in your presentation to 
this board, stimulated by your concepts of integrity, between left-wing 
activity and membership in the Communist conspiracy ? 

Mr. Snirzer. I did not believe it was necessary. I thought that in 
my discussion with my officials there, it was abundantly clear whatever 
political associations I may have had in the past. I made also clear 
to them that I was not now a member of the Communist Party, as I 
said before, nor was I engaged in any activity which, in any way, 
would reflect on the Institute. 

Mr. Arens. Were you 

Mr. Snirzer. I don’t think there was any question in the mind of 
the person with whom I talked concerning possible previous associ- 
ations. 

Mr. Arens. Let’s forget about the previous associations. Don’t 
construe our inquiry here on associations. Did you tell them whether 
or not you had been, in the recent past 

Mr. Snrrzer. I already made clear what I told them. 

Mr. Arens. —a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Snirzer. I already made clear what I told them, essentially 
those three things. 

Mr. Arens. Now, sir 

Mr. Snirzer. When you speak of something like membership in the 
Communist Party, the specific question as to was I previously a mem- 
ber of the Communist Party, as J recall, was not raised. I felt, how- 
ever, it was necessary to make perfectly clear to the person with whom 
I spoke that I did have a political past, that there was a very good 
chance that I might stand on the fifth amendment if ever investigated. 
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Now, I ask you if someone were to speak to you and put those 
propositions to you, would there be any questions in your mind con- 
cerning a person’s political past ? 

Mr, Arens. I would immediately ask them, “What do you mean by 
‘political past,’ Democrat, Republican, or a member of the conspiracy, 
sir?” 

Mr. Snirzer. The question was not asked me. 

Mr. Arens. The question was not asked you ? 

Mr. Snrrzer. As far as political past, there was something else in 
the interview, a letter. That letter stated that I was involved in politi- 
cal activity in the past at the University of Chicago, which related 
generally to the area of left-wing political activity. I have forgotten 
the exact phraseology of the letter. The person with whom I spoke 
made reference to the letter. 

Secondly, that person who wrote the letter of recommendation esti- 
mated I would probably not be able to get Government security 
clearance. 

Mr. Argens. Tell me—— 

Mr. Snirzer. I made clear, furthermore, to the person with whom 
I spoke that I had no intention of applying for clearance. 

Mr. Arens. Tell us, what did you mean by a political activity in 
your past, what type of activity ? 

Mr. Snirzer. As I have already indicated, it was left-wing political 
activity. 

Mr. Arrens. What kind ? 

Mr. Snirzer. Open activity on the campus at the University of 
Chicago. Beyond that I have no intention of stating to you. 

Mr. Arens. What did you mean now? What impression did you 
mean to convey to the listener at the school when you were applyin 
for a job, when you said you had a past of left-wing political activity 

Did you mean you were in the Democratic Party, the Republican 
Party, or just what did you mean, when you said you had an activity 
in the past, a political activity ? 

Mr. Snirzer. I think that question is just simply an attempt to 
get me to say that 

Mr. Arens. An attempt to get you to tell the truth. Were you a 
Communist ? 

Mr. Switzer. I told you the truth. JI made clear I have no inten- 
tion of telling you whether I was a Communist or not. I don’t be- 
lieve it is the business of this committee to inquire into the associa- 
tions or the beliefs of anyone, and I intend to exercise that right and 
enforce this committee to respect it. 

Mr. Arens. You told us what your intentions were with reference 
to this committee. You opened the door as to your intentions. Tell 
us whether or not your intentions were to convey the impression of 
whether or not you had been a member of the Communist Party but 
you were engaged in certain political activities? 

Mr. Snrrzer. That statement I believe to be untrue. 

Now, I don’t think there is any question; as I said before, any intel- 
ligent listener, and certainly a person responsible in administration 
would have no question concerning what was meant by the statements 
which I just conveyed to you. 

Mr. Arens. We are a little bit on the dull side this afternoon. Tell 
us, did you mean to convey that you were—— 
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Mr. Snrrzer. I will not 

Mr. Arens. —a member of the Communist Party 4 

Mr. Snirzrr. I will not be tricked into stating what I told this 
committee already. I don’t believe it has any right to inquire into 
it. I will make any statement to the press. I invite you to recess 
these hearings and have a press conference, and I will make a state- 
ment to the press what I had been undertaking in the past. I don’t 
think it is the right of this committee to inquire into a person’s be- 
liefs or associations. 

Mr. Arens. Let’s forget about political beliefs and associations. 
Let’s keep you under oath so what you do say will be under the pains 
and penalties of perjury. : 

Mr. Snirzer. My integrity has never been questioned. 

Mr. Arens. Now, sir, how were you engaged immediately prior to 
the time that you went to Lowell Institute ? 

Mr. Snirzer. At the Brown Instrument Division of Minneapolis- 
Honeywell. 

Mr. Arens. How long were you employed there? 

Mr. Snirzer. From February of ’54 until just prior to coming to 
Lowell Tech. 

Mr. Arens. What precipitated the disassociation of yourself from 
that organization ? 

Mr. Snrrzer. What precipitated the disassociation ? 

Mr. Arens. Yes, sir. What caused it? Why did you leave? _ 

Mr. Snirzer. I was unhappy with my job. I wanted to go into 
teaching. 

Mr. Arens. Did they have defense contracts at this particular estab- 
lishment ? 

Mr. Snrrzer. What kind of defense contracts are you talking about ? 

Mr. Arens. Any kind of defense contracts; you would know. 

Mr. Snirzer. Yes, they did. I was a contract engineer under a con- 
tract awarded from Fort Monmouth, the Signal Corps. However, it 
was an unclassified contract. At the time I gained employment in 
Minneapolis-Honeywell, I specifically asked whether they had any 
clearance requirements. I was told no, so I was hired. 

Mr. Arens. When were you employed at this Honeywell place, this 
Minneapolis establishment ? 

Mr. Snirzer. In Philadelphia. 

Mr. Arens. I say, when? 

Mr. Snirzer. As I said before, February ’54 until just prior to com- 
ing to Lowell Tech. 

Mr. Arrens. During the time you were working there at that estab- 
lishment having defense contracts, at any time were you a member of 
the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Snirzzr. As I said before, I have no intention about answering 
any political beliefs or associations prior to coming to Lowell Tech. 
I would answer concerning them in the present period. I will even 
answer concerning questions raised concerning the Communist Party 
at the present time. As far as what happened prior to my coming here, 
and I do this because I specifically feel that it is necessary to make a 
point of the fact, this committee has no right to inquire into beliefs and 
associations. 
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Mr. Arrens. Are there any persons who, to your certain knowledge, 
are or have been in the course of the per iod since 1954 employed at the 
Minneapolis-Honeywell plant who are Communists ? 

Mr. Snirzer. I think I made it perfectly clear. I have no intention 
of answering concerning any questions in the past, and I repeat that 
statement. 

Mr. Arrens. Now, Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest the witness 
be ordered and directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Doytr. Yes. Witness, I direct that you answer the question. 
I believe it is clearly pertinent and proper. 

Mr. Snrrzer. I would like to question that direction. I don’t feel 
it is pertinent and proper. I would like Mr. Arens or yourself to indi- 
cate the pertinency. 

Mr. Arens. I will go through it again and a thousand times if it 
might serve our purposes, that is, to explain to you, Witness, if you do 
have information respecting Communists who are employed at the 
Minneapolis-Honeywell plant or any other plant, in the course of the 
past few years, who are Communists in plants where there are de- 
fense contracts, it is the concern of this committee, so that this com- 
mittee may initiate legislation, or initiate an inquiry looking toward 
legislation, to protect defense establishments from the penetration of 
Communists. Some of that legislation has already been suggested. 
You might be interested to know that, at the present time, the tie- 
lines and lease-lines out of the Pentagon, processing messages of de- 
fense interest to this Nation, are serviced, these tie-lines are serviced by 
members of an organization controlled by the Communist conspiracy. 

You might be interested to know, sir, that that organization, the 
American Communications Association, is now certified as a bargain- 
ing agent by the National Labor Relations Board. And if the employ- 
ers do not bargain with that Communist-controlled organization, they 
are guilty of an unfair labor practice. 

ou might be interested to know, sir, at the present time while I am 
talking to: you, vital mines of this Nation in the West are serviced by 
some 80,000 people in the International Mine, Mill and_Smelter’s 
Union, which is controlled lock, stock, and barrel by the Communist 
conspiracy, and if the owners of those mines do not bargain with the 
conspiracy, they under the present law are guilty of an unfair labor 
practice. 

You might be interested to know, sir, that before this committee, 
representatives of the Pentagon and of the military and of the defense 
establishment of this Nation have appeared and pled for legislation 
whereby there can be foreclosed from admission to the defense estab- 
lishments known hard-core Communist conspirators. 

And you sit here, under the protection of the flag of America, pos- 
sessed of information—at least apparently possessed of information— 
respecting persons who to your certain knowledge are Communists 
employed in the establishment engaged with defense contracts, for 
defense of this great Republic; and you will not tell us about it be- 
cause you don’t think it is pertinent to the inquiry of this committee of 
the United States Congress. 

Tf that is the law, sir, and if that is right, God help this Republic. 
T plead with you: Tell us, do you now know the names of persons who, 
in the course of the last three or four years, to your certain knowledge 
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were Communists, employed in the Minneapolis-Honeywell Company 
where defense contracts were being consummated ? 

Mr. Snirzer. Mr. Berlin, what would you advise on this question? 

Mr. Bertin. Well, in all fairness, I don’t think that the director has 
set forth with undisputable clarity, to use the words of the Watkins 
decision, what the subject matter of this inquiry is, in so far as your 
employment in the Minneapolis-Honeywell, Brown Instrument Di- 
vision, in 1954 is concerned. And so I think you could object to the 
hearings on grounds of pertinency, and should. 

Mr. Snivzer. On the advice of counsel, I object to this question on 
the grounds of pertinency and refuse to answer this question. 

Mr. Arens. If I haven’t made this record clear, it is beyond my com- 
petence to do so.’ Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest now this 
record reflect an order and direction to this witness to answer the 
last outstanding principal question. 

Mr. Doyir. Witness, I want you to tell me if you do not hear clearly, 
or if you do not understand my order and direction. Will you do that ¢ 

IT am now directing and ordering you to answer Mr. Arens’ question. 
Mr. Snirzer. Yes, I understand that. And again I refuse to answer 
on the grounds that I think it is not a pertinent question. 

Mr. Kearney. Mr. Chairman 
Mr. Snirzer. Just a moment, please. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Snrrzer. I would like to consult with my lawyer. 

Mr. Arens. I respectfully suggest that will conclude the staff inter- 
rogation of this witness. 

Mr. Knarney. Were you in the service ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Snirzer. Tamsorry. I didn’t hear that question. 

Mr. Kearney. I asked you if you were in the service. 

Mr. Snitzer. Am I now in the service 

Mr. Knarney. No, no. I asked you if you were in the Army. 

Mr. Snirzer. Yes. I was in the service. 

Mr. Krarney. Pardon? 

Mr. Snirzer. Yes, I was. I enlisted in the Navy. Would you 
like a quick rundown of my service associations ? 

Mr. Knarney. Yes, or no might be satisfactory. 

Mr. Snirzer. Yes. All right. 

Mr. Kearney. What years were you in the service? 

Mr. Snrrzer. I was on active duty from July of 743 until August 
of °46, and I was placed in the reserves because I was an officer at the 
time I left the service; and then at the time I left active duty, I got 
an honorable release from active duty. However, in the status of 
reserves, I was released from the reserve status under conditions other 
than honorable, the reasons which were given at the time was that I 
was associated with left-wing activity at the University of Chicago, 
all of which activity, I would like to add, was open activity on the 
campus, a matter of public record. 

Mr. Kearney. In other words, the record still stands that you were 
released under conditions other than honorable? 

Mr. Snirzer. That is correct. 

Mr. Krarney. Did you attend college after you left the service? 

Mr. Snrrzer. Yes, I did. 
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Mr. Knarnry. Were you in school under the G. I. Bill? 

Mr. Snirzer. That is right, I was. 

Mr. Kearney. You what? 

Mr. Snirzer. Yes, that is correct. 

Mr. Kearney. Even though you had left the service under condi- 
tions other than honorable? 

Mr. Snirzer. Just a moment, please. At the time I left the serv- 
ice under conditions other than honorable, this was in 1954. I grad- 
uated with a PhD degree in physics in 1953. 

Mr. Kearney. At the time that you were in the service, were you 
a member of the Communist Party 4 

Mr. Snirzer. When you say “service” do you mean by that active 
duty? I would like to make clear that I am prepared to answer 
concerning any time I was in the service on active duty. However, 
when I was placed in the reserve status, I had no contacts at all with 
the service. 

Mr. Kearney. While you were in the Army on active duty—— 

Mr. Snirzer. Navy. 

Mr. Krarnny. —were you a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Snirzer. No, I was not. 

Mr. Krearnuy. When you were in the reserves, were you a member 
of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Snirzer. Again I refuse to answer on the grounds I feel this 
committee has no right to inquire into that matter. 

Mr. Kearney. That is all. 

Mr. Dortz. In asking you these few questions which I will ask you, 
I wish to state frankly that I will not intentionally ask you about any 
of your associations, that is, I will not ask you for any names. I in- 
tend to base my few questions to you purely on your own activities. 
Is that clear ? 

Mr. Snirzer. Yes. Well, as I said before, I am quite prepared to 
discuss any matter that has happened since I have been here at Lowell 
Technological Institute. 

Mr. Dovtre. Of course this committee, in my judgment, is fully en- 
titled, under the law and under the Watkins decision, which you and 
your counsel are well informed about, I hope, to go into your ac- 
tivities. We are legally entitled to go into your activities, as a proper 
field of investigation for the purpose of considering remedying or 
changing or filing or recommending legislation in the field of sub- 
versive activity. 

Now, I will be brief, and I hope you will be brief. I will not try 
to make a speech, and you have had your chance and have taken ad- 
vantage of it. 

Now, I made notes as you testified. I practiced law 30 years before 
I first came to Congress, so I am used to making notes. You said that 
you did not specify to the school authorities the Communist Party. 
You did specify that you had been engaged in left-wing activities, 
as J understood you to say. 

Is there a difference in your mind between left-wing activities and 
the Communist Party, or can I ask you this question 
Mr. Snirzer. Very definitely there is a difference. 

Mr. Dorin. Why didn’t you specify the Communist Party as one 
of your activities ? 
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Mr. Snirzer. For one reason, that I wasn’t specifically requested ; 
and, secondly, I indicated very early in the interview that I had these 
left-wing associations and, furthermore, I would probably use the 
fifth amendment if ever called before an investigating committee. 
However, I don’t use the fifth amendment, because I feel since that 
time the fifth amendment has, to some extent, become a clear indica- 
tion of guilt. I have done nothing wrong at any time and, therefore, 
I feel no need to exercise the rights under the fifth amendment. 

Let me make this clear, that in an interview, especially in an aca- 
demic community, there is a certain amount of finesse that is pre- 
sumed on both sides. What you attempt to do is make clear your posi- 
. tion to the person who is interviewing you, and it is not necessary 
to have the specific answers and questions on each point. 

Mr. Doyte. Yes. 

Mr. Snirzer. But what is necessary, is to make clear the character 
of the person who is being interviewed and that I felt I did. 

Mr. Dorie. I am a little bit familiar with education procedures be- 
cause I was a member of the California State Board of Education for 
some time. So what you are talking about is not entirely Greek to 
me. I know more than possibly you make allowance for me to know 
on those matters. 

I noticed you said that the person who wrote the letter of recom- 
mendation estimated that you would not be able to get a Government 
security clearance and that you specifically asked the school authority 
whether or not they had security clearance requirements. 

Mr. Snitrzrr. That is correct. 

Mr. Doytr. Why did you ask the school board that in your applica- 
tion for a job? 

Mr. Snrrzer. Because I feel that in these days of hysteria there is 
a definite equivalence made between a person being associated with 
either left-wing activities or any type of left-wing activities and the 
implication of being a spy or saboteur. Now, I have never been either. 
IT would never, under any conditions, turn over secrets to anybody. 
Furthermore, I would turn over anyone who ever did such a thing to 
proper authorities. 

Mr. Dortr. Of course 

Mr. Snirzer. But I am not going to get myself into a position 
where I would be vulnerable and subject to any kind of attack on 
that base. So I specifically decline concerning this point. 

IT would like to add, any job I have ever been interviewed for, 
whether in industry or school, I always inquired concerning that same 

oint. 

: Mr. Doyue. All right. I listened to you make another appropriate 
speech. Now, let me ask a question: Did you separate yourself volun- 
tarily from the military service and active service or were you 
separated for less-than-honorable discharge? 

Mr. Swnrrzer. Well, that question is not entirely clear, because from 
1951 to 1954 T had an active exchange of letters with the Navy. The 
Navy kept sending me letters with a bill of particulars. As I said, this 
bill of particulars included all open activity that I engaged in at the 
University of Chicago campus. However, the set of points elicited 
were points contained in the confidential communication to me, so I 
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don’t feel at liberty to disclose it here, except to say these were open 
activities that I engaged in at the University of Chicago. 

Mr. Doyix. Was there a court-martial in connection with it? 

Mr. Snirzer. To my knowledge, my recollection of it, there was 
not. 

Mr. Doytr. You would have a clear recollection, wouldn’t you, as to 
whether or not 

Mr. Snirzer. No. I will tell you what happened. No, there was 
not a court-martial. 

Mr. Doyix. There was a hearing of some sort ? 

Mr. Snrrzzr. No, not to my knowledge. There wasn’t. At least I 


was not present at the hearing. This is what I did in my communica- | 


tion with the Navy. Every time I received a communication from 
them, I sent back a respectful and courteous letter requesting that I be 
allowed to resign from the service, and they sent back a letter saying 
they would like to arrange a Board of Officers for me, and I kept 
sending back saying that I would like to resign. This exchange of let- 
ters between myself and the Navy continued, as I said, from 1951 to 
1954, until I finally got the discharge, and the discharge was as I 
indicated. 

Mr. Doyrxz. I am on the Armed Services Committee of Congress 
also, and I know that very frequently they ask a man if he would like 
to resign instead of standing court-martial. That is quite a habit of 
the Armed Forces. I don’t know if that occurred in your case, but at 
any rate you stated. 

Mr. Snirzer. No, that was not the case. I recall now that you men- 
tioned the point, that I was told specifically that I could not be court- 
martialed because I was not in a sufficiently active status in the re- 
serves. 

Mr. Doytr. Oh, yes. That is the technical point. I thought there 
was some technicality there, which is explanatory. At any rate, you 
could not get security clearance from the Government and you notified 
the schoo] department to that effect and you never have received se- 
curity clearance from the Government, have you? 

Mr. Snirzer. That is correct. 

Mr. Doyte. That is correct. So that when you were contract engi- 
neer for this large corporation dealing with national defense contracts, 
and you were the contract engineer thereof, according to your own 
testimony, you were in a status with the military department where 
you did not have security clearance. That is correct, isn’t it? 

Mr. Snirzer. That is correct. The reason for that was the work I 
was doing was not considered to be secret work. 

Mr. Doytx. Oh, I see. 

Mr. Snirzer. There was no classification attached to the project. I 
would like to add that the Minneapolis-Honeywell is very scrupulous 
in obeying the security requirements in any contract which requires 
such requirement. 

Mr. Doytz. The Government doesn’t usually withhold security 
clearance from American citizens in the military department unless 
they do it for cause, in their judgment. 

Mr. Snirzer. Well, that is why I haven’t had any—because I haven’t 
applied for clearance. 

Mr. Dore. Allright. Now, one more question. 

General Kearney, do you want to ask a question? 


i i 
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Mr. Kearney. When were you commissioned in the Navy? 

Mr. Snrrzer. To the best of my recollection about 19—it was the 
latter part of the summer of 1945. ’ 

Mr. Kearney. Was an investigation made of yourself at the time 
prior to your commission ? bh 

Mr. Snrrzer. Oh, I doubt it very much. I was entirely apolitical 
at the time. 

Mr. Kearney. You what? 

Mr. Snirzrr. I was entirely apolitical at the time. I was naive about 
politics of all forms. 

Mr. Knarney. You are not so naive now. 

Mr. Snirzer. I try to think not. 

Mr. Kearney. We think so, too. 

When were you separated from your commission ? 

Mr. Snirzer. That was the first of August 1946. 

Mr. Krarney. Isn’t it true that today if war should break out be- 
tween this country and any other country—let me put it that way— 
you, under your terms of separation from the Navy as a commissioned 
officer, would be prohibited from ever accepting a commission from the 
United States Government again ? 

Mr. Snirzer. I don’t know whether that is the case or not. I would 
euess So. 

Mr. Kearney. You would guess so? 

Mr. Snirzer. You are probably more conversant on those matters 
than I. 

Mr. Kearney. I would guess so along with you. That is all. 

Mr. Dorie. May I ask one more question, please? Of course, I 
think General Kearney knows what he is talking about, because he is 
a retired Army General in his own right, and a most distinguished 
one. 

May I ask this question, and I state that I am assuming for the 
purpose of this question, because of your testimony, that there was a 
time when you were a member of the Communist Party. In answer 
to his questions, you pleaded your constitutional privilege. But to me 
you made it abundantly clear that one reason you will not aid or as- 
sist this committee in getting any facts about a period in your life 
when you were a member of the Communist Party—and again that is 
my assumption from your own testimony and your own lips—that the 
chief reason that you are not willing to help your United States Con- 
gress is because you do want to say nothing in public while you are 
under oath that would hurt Lowell Schoo] District. Isn’t that the 
burden ? 

Mr. Sntrzer. I don’t quite get what you are getting at. 

Mr. Doyte. I am getting at this, Mr. Snitzer. You are an elemen- 
tary school teacher. 

Mr. Snirzer. No, that is not true. 

Mr. Doytr. What grade? 

Mr. Sntrzer. I teach on the undergraduate and graduate level at the 
Lowell Technological Institute, 

Mr. Dortx. Well, you are in even a more sensitive position than 
T thought you were so far as American youth isconcerned. It is pretty 
dangerous in my book to have any man who is guided by the Com- 
munist philosophy in a public school room teaching. 
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Mr. Snrrzer. I am not guided by the Communist philosophy. In 
fact, I have distinct disagreements with the Communist philosophy. 
I do not consider myself even to be ideologically with the Communists 
today. I have definite disagreements. 

Mr. Doytr. Thank goodness for that. 

Mr. Snirzer. I am very definitely not a Communist. 

Mr. Dorin. Why did you get out or why did you separate from the 
Communist ideology ? 

Mr. Snrrzer. The question presumes that I was in, and that has not 
been established yet. However, I will give my reasons for disagreeing 
with the Communist Party if you like. 

Mr. Dove. I would like you to. But don’t give us too long a 
speech. 

Mr. Snirzer. I would say it is essentially three things, I think. 

First, the attitude toward the Soviet Union, I think there has not 
been sufliciently a critical attitude towards the obvious shortcomings 
that exist in the Soviet Union. This is made clear by the Khrushchev 
report of the Twentieth Congress of the Soviet Union. There is no 
question but that the Soviet Union had a considerable miscarriage of 
justice concerning a number of the leaders and a number of people 
in the Soviet Union, and I think the Communist Party in the United 
States simply has not been critical enough, has not been objective 
enough in evaluating the Soviet Union. 

The second point is that I believe that the method of organization 
of the Communist Party, mainly that based on democratic centralism, 
is not correct or appropriate to an American party. It does contain 
within it the essential parts of civil libertarian approach, which I 
believe personally to be the cornerstone of any democratic move- 
ment in the United States. Based on democratic centralism, it does 
not preserve or build on the fundamental basis of American democracy. 

Finally, I think the general methods of operation of the Commu- 
nist Party have not been sufficiently open in its activities, something 
which I have always had disagreement with. And, as I said before, 
any activities that I engaged in in the past have been based on this 
kind of commitment. Where I felt something was important enough 
to take a side on, it was important enough also to openly challenge 
and defend, and I do the same thing here. 

I would like to add that I think that the approach that men like 
Howard Fast and John Gates used is essentially a correct one and 
as Howard Fast said, he thought the best thing the Communist Party 
could do, following the revelations of the Khrushchev report, was 
to dissolve itself. I would say, personally, the best thing this com- 
mittee can do to preserve American freedoms is to go to Congress and 
dissolve itself, also. 

Mr. Doytz. That is the Commie line. 

Mr. Arens. It is the same line John Gates followed in executive 
session two weeks ago. 

Mr. Snirzer. That may well be the case. It is my firm conviction, 
and I made it openly. 

Mr. Arens. You know you have been identified by a live witness 
under oath as a member of the Communist Party, have you not? 

Mr. Snirzmr. I have been informed concerning some congressional 
testimony. 
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Mr. Arens. Could you be truthful enough to tell us whether or 
not you know you have been identified as a member of the Communist 
Party, under oath ? 

Mr. Snirzer. This is not a question of truth. I made that clear 
before, Mr. Arens, that I am not going to be tricked into taking a 
stand before this committee 

Mr. Arens. Weare not trying to trick you. 

Mr. SnirzEr. —speaking about my past, because you have no right 
to inquire. You have no right to question into any question concern- 
ing where I stand, concerning past political activities or associations. 
And I will freely discuss with the press and this committee has no 
right to inquire. The only way I can make this committee respect 
that right of privacy and association and thought, the only way I can 
make the committee respect it, is to exercise my rights under the Con- 
stitution. 

Mr. Arens. Thank you. 

Mr. Snirzer. That is what I propose to do. 

Mr. Arrns. You know you have been identified under oath by a 
live witness before this committee as a person known by him to be 
a Communist? Do you know that? 

Mr. Dorie. Mr. Arens 

Mr. Snirzer. Mr. Berlin, is there any way in which I can make clear 
that I have no intention of discussing my political associations before 
this committee, because I don’t believe this committee has any right 
to ask 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that will conclude 
the staff interrogation of this witness. 

Mr. Doyrx. Mr. Kearney, have you any questions, or not? 

Mr. Kearney. Yes. Ihave a question. 

The only question—it isn’t a question, it is just an observation. The 
only thing I can say to the witness, the witness has kept repeating here 
about a conference with the press. Let me 

Mr. Snirzer. I have just been informed by my attorney 

Mr. Kearney. Just a minute. 

Now, you break in, not on my time, but on your own time. 

Mr. Snrrzrr. Jam very sorry. 

Mr. Kearney. I want to inform the witness if there is a conference 
with the press and statements are made when the witness is not under 
oath, that the witness will be resubpenaed before the committee to 
testify as to those statements. 

Mr. Dorr. Now, may I state, Witness, in dismissing you, I noticed, 
of course, your positive statement that you agree with the philosophy 
of John Gates. 

Mr. Snrvzer. I said that one aspect of what John Gates said. I 
don’t know enough about John Gates’ attitude to say in complete 
agreement. 

Mr. Dorie. IT understand. You follow his line and the main differ- 
ence between him 

Mr. Snirzer. That is not the truth. That simply is not true. On 
that one question I agree with John Gates that the Communist Party 
should have dissolved itself. That is the best thing it could have 

one, 
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Mr. Doytz. And his program is to form, if he can, a Communist 
Party that is limited to Nie continental United States, and that is what 
you agree with ? 

Mr. Snirzer. No; I do not agree with that, categorically not. 

Mr. Doyte. I have one more statement, and then you are dismissed. 
I wish to say this, sir: We would not have taken your time, nor ours, 
nor the expense involved to any of us, including yourself or your attor- 
ney, if we had not had ample sworn testimony before us showing your 
activity in the Communist Party. 

Now, is that clear? So when you plead your amendment, that is 
your constitutional privilege but you do not fool us as to what the 
actual facts are. 

Mr. Snrrzer. Youclaim that Iam a Communist Party member now? 

Mr. Doris. We have your Communist Party activity in sworn testi- 
mony—and plenty of it. 

Mr. Snirzer. Do you question that I am not a Communist Party 
member now? 

Mr. Doytz. So you had your time to make a speech, and that is all 
right. Youmade it. We have been good sports in allowing you plenty 
of time. 

You are dismissed. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, the next witness, if you please, is Homer 
Bates Chase. f 

Mr. Snirzer. Mr. Chairman, I would like to have marked for 
identification 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chase, will you kindly come forward. Remain 
standing while the chairman administers the oath to you. 

Mr. Berurn. May we have this marked for identification, the state- 
ment submitted to your counsel ? 

Mr. Arens. Please come forward, Mr. Chase. 

Mr. Dorie. We will accept it for identification, but not for print- 
ing inthe record. You know the rules of the committee. 

Mr. Beririn. I appreciate that. I am just asking for this to be 
marked for identification. 

Mr. Doyte. Yes, of course. 

(Document marked “Snitzer Exhibit No. 1” and retained in com- 
mittee files. ) 

Mr. Arens. Come forward, Mr. Chase, and remain standing while 
the chairman administers the oath to you. 

Mr. Doyrr. Witness, do you solemnly swear you will tell the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Cuasz. I do. 

Mr. Doytx. Thank you. Take the witness chair. 


TESTIMONY OF HOMER B. CHASE 


Mr. Arens. Please identify yourself, sir, by name, residence, and 
occupation. 

Mr. Cuasr. The name is Homer B. Chase. I live in Washington, 
New Hampshire; and I chop logs for a living, chop lumber. 

Mr. Arens. How long have you lived in Washington, New Hamp- 
shire ? 


Oe 
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Mr. Cuasr. Well, I lived—I was born there and I left home some- 
thing around sixteen or seventeen years old. In all about—this is 
quite a chore—about 20-25 years. 

Mr. Arens. You are appearing today, Mr. Chase, in response to a 
subpena which was served upon you by the House Committee on 
Un-American Activities? 

Mr. Cass. Well, yes; I came all day, although—that was the major 
reason. My expenses weren’t handed tome. I would like to suggest 
to the committee that with all this unemployment going on, that we 
get our money before we come down here. 

Mr. Dorte. The United States Government’s credit is good, and in 
view of your facetious remarks, I will say, as soon as you are through 
testifying you will be paid your fee. 

Mr. Cuasz. Yes, but there is a question of getting the money. It 
is not facetious at all. To an unemployed logger the question of a 
trip to Boston is far from being facetious, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chase, what other activity have you been engaged 
in, principal activity, in the last four or five years, besides sawing 
wood ? 

Mr. Cuase. Well, I have—four or five years? 

Mr. Arens. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Cuasn. Besides chopping lumber I worked half a day on the 
town road this year. I drive a team a little when I had my own 
horses, during the last four or five years. 

Mr. Arens. How about the last ten years, what has been your prin- 
cipal activity ? 

Mr. Cuasr. My principal activities in the last ten years? 

Mr. Arens. Yes. 

Mr. Cuasez. Well, I'd rather not discuss that period to any degree, 
going back that far, ten years. 

Mr. Arens. Why not? 

Mr. Cuase. Well, I was living in a section of the South at that 
time. I am afraid that this committee might start asking names, 
and, as you know, that might involve names of Negroes and Whites, 
and they are not protected down there. Their very lives would be 
in danger. I have always been on the side of civil rights, and to 
identify people living in certain sections of the South would be, as 
I say, contrary, I think, to the—that would be a real case. 

Mr. Arens. Were you in the South, Mr. Chase? 

Mr. Cuasr. Oh, certainly. 

Mr. Arens. About what period of time were you in the South? 

Mr. Cuase. Oh, I have no objection to answering that. 

Mr. Arens. Then do it, please. 

Mr. Cuase. As far as we won’t get into it—I went South. They 
sent me into the Airborne Engineers. 

Mr. Arens. You were in the Army, were you, when you went to 
the South ? 

Mr. Cuasr. When I went to the South, yes. I was in the Army 
Engineers. 

Mr. Arens. Was that the first Army experience you ever had, 
Mr. Chase? 

Mr. Cuase. Oh, no. 
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Mr. Arens. What other Army experience have you had prior to 
the time the United States Army sent you down there? 

Mr. Cuasr. I am proud to state I was a member of the International 
Brigade in Spain. 

Mr. Arens. Which side did you fight on in Spain? 

Mr. Cuase. I fought with the legally elected Government of Spain, 
the democratic side. 

Mr. Arens. Is that the only way you care to describe the group 
you fought with in Spain? 

: a Cuaszr. Oh, no. If the committee has the time and the patience 
will. 

Mr. Arens. We will take the time for a minute or so to have you 
explain. 

Mr. Cuasr. I fought with heroes, with people who understood the 
dangers of fascism long before the leadership of this Government of 
France did, or England. I fought with people who tried to prevent 
World War IJ, who saw the danger of Hitler and Mussolim. And 
they took action. They took action. They just didn’t talk democ- 
racy. You know it is easy to say “democracy.” 

Mr. Arens. Now, Mr. Chase 
Mr. Cuasr. But to lay your life down on the line like those fellows 
did is something else again. 

Mr. Arens. Thank you, Mr. Chase. 

Mr. Cuass. Thank you?—Thank them. 

Mr. Arens. What were the names of some of these leaders that you 
fought with over in Spain? 

Mr. Cuasr. Leaders? 

Mr. Arens. Was Steve Nelson one of these heroes you fought with 
in Spain in the Abraham Lincoln Brigade? 

Mr. Cuasr. Now, we are getting into an area 

Mr. Arens. No. We want the name of one of these heroes who was 
fighting fascism in Spain. You told us that you were fighting with 
some great heroes, and I just wanted to know if you can tell us whether 
or not Steve Nelson was one of those heroes who was fighting the 
Fascists over there in Spain? You just come on and tell us. 

Mr. Cuasr. I would not care to discuss other folks who went to 
Spain. If this committee—let me just say this If this committee 
was interested or could explain the purpose of such a question 

Mr. Arens. You started it, Mr. Chase. 

Mr. Cuasr. So that I could see it has any—to my understanding, 
and we all have to obey the law as we see it. 

Mr. Arens. Why, of course. 

Mr. Cuase. Well, if you could tell me what this has to do with this 
work of this committee, then I would gladly tell you the name of one 
of these. 

Mr. Arens. I will tell you in your own words. You know you were 
talking about fighting Fascists. 

Mr. Cuasz. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. Fighting Hitler and fighting Mussolini. There is an- 
other force loose in the world today, Mr. Chase. It is a conspiracy, a 
Godless, atheist conspiracy, out to destroy all Christian civilization, 


out to destroy all mankind, out to destroy every person who is not part — 


and parcel of this atheistic, Godless conspiracy. 
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The head of it now is a man by the name of Khrushchev. He would 
make Hitler and he would make Mussolini look like innocent Sunday 
school boys, Mr. Chase. 

Now, we would like to to have you tell us who were some of these 
heroes you were fighting with in Spain, if that is what you were telling 
about. Just name a few of them, and answer first of all the question, 
if Steve Nelson was one of those heroes who was fighting the Fascists 
in Spain with you. 

Mr. Cuase. I would like to comment on the preface. The preface 
was longer than the question, if I may say so. 

First, on this conspiracy, Communist conspiracy we have heard 
about all day long here—it has been a long day. I am not used to 
sitting around like this. 

Mr. Arens. You are aman of action, are you not? 

Mr. Cuasz. That is right—when I can get work. I hope when you 
go back to Washington you will see that the lumber industry picks 
up, because that is something within your power. 

Mr. Arens. According to your own words here, you have been 
pretty busy, and we are going into that. 

Mr. Cuasz. On this conspiracy business, we have a paper up in 
New Hampshire, the Massachusetts Union, and they claim it is a 
conspiracy when Eisenhower discusses the Summit Meeting. That 
is a Communist conspiracy to Mr. Globe. And we have Herman 
Talmadge in Georgia. He says it is a Communist conspiracy against 
the South and traditions of the South when the Supreme Court 

Mr. Arens. Did you 

Mr. Cuase. I didn’t interrupt you, sir. Could I have the same 
courtesy ¢ 

Mr. Arens. You go right ahead. I beg your pardon. 

Mr. Cuase. Then we have the talk about Communist conspiracy 
when some scientists got an original idea. They were Communist 
conspirators, and we drove out, to my way of thinking, some of the 
best scientists in America, and we hurt this country’s scientific effort. 

So I don’t accept the preface of your question. 

Mr. Arens. Do you think Fuchs might have been one of these 
scientists who was discriminated against in this process, Mr. Chase ? 

Mr. Cuase. Well, I don’t know Fuchs. I don’t know all the details 
of the Fuchs case, but I do know that this phrase “Communist con- 
spiracy” is being overworked. 

Iam sure if we investigated Channel 5 and how the Boston Herald 
got hold of it, it would be a Communist conspiracy. Yes, I really 
believe it would be identified by a great many people. 

Mr. Arens. You told us, Mr. Chase, what is not or what is the 
Communist conspiracy in some people’s minds. Let us shift over a 
little bit, now, in our discussion and see if you can tell us something 
about the Communist Party, as distinct from the Communist con- 
spiracy, if a distinction is proper. What do you know about the Com- 
munist Party? Seeif you can help us on that now. 

Mr. Cuasr. Well, 

Mr. Arens. Do you know something about it? 

Mr. Cuase. I will tell you this way: that I believe in Socialism. I 
believe that capitalism is in its dying stage in this country. 
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Mr. Arens. We don’t want you to be disclosing your beliefs un- 
necessarily here, unless you want to open the door, Mr. Chase, to 
tell us more of your beliefs. 

Mr. Cuasz. You brought me 100 miles down here. There is snow 
three feet deep up in New Hampshire, and you want my advice and 
I just have my opinions. 

Mr. Arens. You go right ahead. 

Mr. Cuaset. I am going to help you all I can. 

Mr. Dorie. You have had a good laugh. Now let us hear the 
testimony. 

Mr. Arens. Now, Mr. Chase 

Mr. Cuase. Yes,sir? I was saying 

Mr. Arrns. Here, let us get back on the subject. 

Mr. Case. Mr. Chairman, I didn’t get a chance to answer that 
question. He asked me about the Communist Party and I didn’t 
answer. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever been a member of the Communist Party, 
Mr. Chase? 

Mr. Cuase. That wasn’t the origina] question. The original ques- 
tion is the one I can answer. 

Mr. Arens. Let’s substitute this question for the original ques- 
tion, Mr. Chase. It ismy job here to do the questioning. 

When you went down South, were you in the Communist operation 
down there? 

Mr. Cuasr. Well, you see, I think that this business of actual po- 
litical membership in a legal party, and I believe the Communist 
Party isa legal party. 

Mr. Kearney. You believe what? 

Mr. Cuase. The Communist Party is a legal party. It can go on 
the ballot in Massachusetts. There is no law to stop it and, frankly, 
if the party to which you belong, Mr. Kearney, or you, Mr. Doyle, 
and the Communist Party, were on the ballot in New Hampshire, as 
of now, I would not cast my ballot for the Republican Party or the 
Democratic Party, in viewsof their dismal record. I would vote for 
the Communist Party. 

Mr. Arens. Yes. Now, tell us whether or not 

Mr. Cuase. I think their programs correspond to the needs of my 
family and the people better than the parties of Mr. Doyle and Mr. 
Kearney, although let’s hope they improve. 

Mr. Kearney. At least we get a true word out of you. 

Mr. Arens. When you were down in the Southland, were you a 
Communist down there on a Communist mission ? 

Mr. Cuasz. Well, as I have already explained due to the situation 
in the South, the lack of law and order there, the violence of things, 
Federal troops that we witnessed in Arkansas, Talmadge’s threats 
against the laws of this country, and threats of sedition, I don’t feel 
that I could answer questions about political activity in the South 
without endangering other people’s lives. 

Mr. Arens. Let us not endanger anyone. You are not in the South 
now, are you? You are safe up here in the North. 

Mr. Cuasr. I am not so concerned about my life. I live a good 
deal and I have lived a rich life and I think I have 


Mr. Arens. I promise you, Mr. Chase, I am not going to ask you 


about the names 


ee ae 
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Mr. Cuase. It is an entirely different situation in Georgia. You 
will agree. 

Mr. Arens. I am not going to ask you a name of a single person 
south of the Mason-Dixon line. Iam just going to ask you about your- 
self, and you are up here safe in the North. 

Tell us when you were down South, now that you are back up North, 
tell us: Were you down there on a mission of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Crasr. Well, I don’t see how, with all due respect to your legal 
knowledge, for what that can get into a 

Mr. Arens. I do not want to get anyone in trouble, Mr. Chase. 

Mr. Cuase. It isn’t as if this is the last hearing of the committee, 
whether you adopt the suggestion of the previous witness or not, I 
have no way of knowing. 

Mr. Arse You would endorse that suggestion, would you, Mr. 
Chase? 

Mr. Cuase. Well—what is that? 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chase, I want to display to you now a photostatic 
reproduction of a publication. It is a publication that has apparently 
been telling on people. In the lingo of certain organizations, this 
might be called a stool pigeon, because this publication is the Com- 
munist Daily Worker of Tuesday, May 16, 1950. I see in this Com- 
munist Daily Worker of New York, Tuesday, May 16, 1950, one 
Homer B. Chase, identified here as State Chairman of the Communist 
Party. 

Was this publication, the Communist Daily Worker of May 16, 
1950, in error, when it identified you as a member of the Communist 
Party from Atlanta? 

Mr. Cuase. Well, I don’t say that it was either wrong or right. I 
already tried to indicate that I do not care to discuss that aspect of 
my work, and I think I have tried to make clear the reasons given. 

(Document marked “Homer B. Chase Exhibit No. 1” and retained 
in committee files.) 

Mr. Arens. I think we do understand, Mr. Chase. 

Do you know a person by the name of Mrs. Carol Foster ? 

Mr. Cuase. Well, know her? I think I have seen her. I will qual- 
ify that. But I think I have seen her before today. 

Mr. Arens. Where did you see her, do you recall ? 

Mr. Cuasz. I believe I first saw her—now, this is several years ago, 
when I was haying down in Winton. 

Mr. Arens. What? 

Mr. Cuase. Haying—‘making hay while the sun shines.” 

Mr. Kearney. You are not any relation to the previous witness, 
are you? 

Mr. Case. Well, I don’t see what that question, sir—I don’t un- 
derstand the reason for it. 

Mr. Kearney. I was going to say the reason for it is that it seems 
you are scratched by the same needle, both of you. 

Mr. Cuast. Well, all I said, Congressman Kearney, was that—and 
he asked me the question—he asked me a simple question and I gave 
him a simple answer. I thought I saw the woman before. 

Mr. Arens. Mr, Chase, answer this direct question, without equivo- 
cation, if you please, sir: 

Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 
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Mr. Cuasn. Well, I am going to follow the lead of Congress. as I 
read in this morning’s Globe. It says that Congress is taking the fifth 
amendment, Roscoe Drummond’s column on the editorial page, and 
I am going to follow you gentlemen’s lead. J am going to refuse to 
answer that on the basis of the Bill of Rights. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, we have no further questions of this 
witness. 

Mr. Doyuz. I think the gentleman’s declaration that if he had a 
chance to vote for the Communist Party in his own state he would do 
it, is sufficient answer. 

Are there any questions, General ? 

Mr. Krarnery. No. It has been very amusing. 

Mr. Doyiy. Thank you very much for coming 100 miles. We en- 
joyed your entertainment. 

Mr. Cuass. Yes, sir. There is one more question I have: Where 
do I get this money ? 

Mr. Krarney. Do you want it in confederate money ? 

Mr. Cuasr. No, that is the last thing I will take it in. I will take 
the thing before inflation lowers the value of it too much. 

Mr. Arens. The next witness, if you please, Mr. Chairman, will be 
Mr. George Sheldrick. 

Kindly come forward, Mr. Sheldrick. 

Mr. Dorr. I would appreciate it if you folks who are leaving 
the room, would hasten. 

Will the witness please be sworn ? 

Do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Suevprick. I do. 

Mr. Dorn. Please take the witness chair. 


TESTIMONY OF GEORGE SHELDRICK, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
MARY M. KAUFMAN 


Mr. Arens. Mr. Marshal, could we supply some water here for the 
witness, please ? 

Kindly identify yourself by name, residence, and occupation. 

Mr. Suevprick. My name is George Sheldrick, I live in Paterson, 
New Jersey. My occupation is a lithographer. 

Mr. Arens. You are appearing today in response to a subpena 
which was served upon you by the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities ? 

Mr. Suevprick. That is correct. 

Mr. Arens. And you are represented by counsel ? 

Mr. Suerprick. I am. 

Mr. Arens. Counsel, kindly identify yourself. 

Miss Kaurman. Mary M. Kaufman of New York City. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Sheldrick, for the purpose of identification, have 
you ever used or gone under any name other than the name of 
George Sheldrick ? 

Mr. Suevprick. I decline to answer that question under the rights 
accorded me under the first amendment and the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Arens. You have used the name “Jack” in the Communist con- 
spiracy, over some period of time, have you not ? 
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Mr. Suevprick. I decline to answer for the previous reasons given. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know a person by the name of Jack Davis. 

Mr. Suexprick. I decline to answer that under the previous reason. 

Mr. Arens. Under date of April 8, 1954, Jack Davis testified before 
this committee that he, Davis, knew you, Sheldrick, as a member of 
the Communist Party and as a Communist Party organizer in the 
then Albany District. Was he in error in his testimony ? 

Mr. Suevprick. I again decline to answer the question on the basis 
of the previous answer. 

Mr. Arens. Now, I should like to display to you a copy of the Com- 
munist Daily Worker of New York, Friday, June 11, 1948. This is 
the Communist Daily Worker. The article reads: 


SyRacusE CP Gets Rapio TIME TO BLAst SLuRS 


Syracuse, June 10. Free radio time has been granted to the County Committee 
of Onondaga Communists over WSYR on Sunday, June 13 from 1:16 to 1:30 
p.m. (DST) to answer slurs made against Communist Leader William Z. Foster. 

George Sheldrick, Chairman of the Onondaga County CP will answer falsifica- 
tions— : 
and so forth. 

Kindly look at that article, please, sir, as I display it to you and 
tell this committee whether or not the facts recited in this article, to 
the best of your knowledge and information, are correct. 

(Document handed to the witness. ) 

Mr. Suevprick. Again, under the first and fifth amendments, I de- 
cline to answer that question. 

Miss Kavurman. Mr. Chairman, may I ask that the witness not be 
photographed while he is giving testimony ? 

Mr. Doytz. Yes, of course. The committee fully agrees, as you 
know, with the freedom of the press, and we will always help to protect 
it. But where a witness does ask he not be photographed during the 
time of his testimony we ask your full cooperation, not to do it, please. 

Mr. Arens. I respectfully suggest, Mr. Chairman, that this particu- 
lar exhibit which I have just displayed to the witness be appropriately 
marked and incorporated by reference in the record according to its 
introduction. 

Mr. Doytez. It shall be so marked and so incorporated. 

(Document marked “Sheldrick Exhibit No. 1” and retained in com- 
mittee files.) 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Sheldrick, do you know a person by the name of 
Armando Penha? 

Mr. Suevprick. I am going again to decline to answer that question, 
on the basis of the previous reasons given. 

Mr. Arens. In the last day or so, Mr. Penha testified that while he 
was an undercover agent in the Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
specifically in 1955, he knew you, George Sheldrick, as a member of the 
National Textile Commission of the Communist conspiracy in this 
country. 

Was Mr. Penha telling the truth or was he in error ? 

Mr. Suerprick. I can speak for myself only. I am saying again 
that I decline to answer that on the basis of the first and fifth amend- 
ments. 

Mr. Arens. Are you now a member of the Communist Party? 
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Mr. Suevprick. I decline to answer that question also on the first 
and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Arens. Are you now a member of the National Textile Com- 
mission of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Suevprick. I decline to answer that question for the previous 
reasons given. 

Mr. Arens. What is your postal address, Mr. Sheldrick ? 

Mr. Suetprick. Didn’t I give that in my 

Mr. Arens. Please accommodate us by repeating it, if you did. 

Mr. Suerprick. Oh, that was true—it is not on the subpena. 201 
Governor Street, in Paterson, N. J. 

Mr. Arens. I respectfully suggest, Mr. Chairman, that will con- 
clude the staff interrogation of this witness. 

Mr. Dortz. General Kearney ? 

Mr. Krarnry. J have no questions. 

Mr. Doyte. I have no questions. 

The witness is dismissed, and thank you. 

The committee will stand in recess for five minutes. 

Lone recess. ) 

Sukuees members present: Representatives Doyle and Kear- 
ney. 

Mr. Doytr. The committee will please reconvene. 

Let the record show that General Kearney, of New York, and 
Doyle, of California, are both present. Therefore a legal quorum of 
the subcommittee of three is present. 

Are you ready, Mr. Arens. 

Mr. Arens. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Doyiz. Call your next witness. 

Mr. Arens. Anthony DiBiase, please come forward. 

Mr. Doytz. Hurry, gentlemen, with your pictures so the witness 
can be sworn. 

Do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. DrBuasr. I do. 

Mr. Doyix. Have the witness chair, please. 


TESTIMONY OF ANTHONY DiBIASE, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
JOSEPH J. DALLIRO 


Mr. Arens. Please identify yourself by name, residence, and occu- 
ation. 
: Mr. DrBrase. I am Anthony DiBiase, I am a student at the Uni- 
versity of Rhode Island. I live at 8 Ardmore Street, Nausauket, 
Rhode Island. 

Mr. Arens. You are appearing today in response to a subpena 
which was served upon you by the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities ? 

Mr. DrBrasz. Iam. 

Mr. Arens. And you are represented by counsel ? 

Mr. DrBrase. Iam. 

Mr. Arens. Counsel, kindly identify yourself. 

Mr. Datitro. Joseph J. Dalliro, with office at 25 Fenimore square, 
Boston. 
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I would like, Mr. Chairman, to state for the record that my represen- 
tation of this witness is by assignment of the Boston Bar Association. 

Mr. Dorie. We appreciate your being here, and we compliment you 
on coming at the request of the Boston Bar Association. Will you 
please convey our appreciation to the Boston Bar Association ¢ 

Mr. Datuiro. I certainly will. 

Mr. Arens. How long have you been a student in the school there ? 

Mr. DrBrasr. Since last September. 

Mr. Arrens. And how old are you? 

Mr. DrBiasr. 21. 

Mr. Arens. Are you now, or have you ever been, a member of the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. DrBrasez. I will invoke my privileges granted me under the first 
and fifth amendments. : 

Mr. Arens. Are you presently a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. DrBrasr. No; lam not. 

Mr. Arens. Have you been a member of the Communist Party at 
any time in the course of the last five years? 

Mr. DrBuasr. I will invoke my privileges on that. 

Mr. Arens. Have you been a member of the Communist Party at 
any time in the course of the last year ? 

Mr. DrBrasz. I will also invoke my privileges, granted me under the 
first and fifth amendments on that question also. 

Mr. Arens. Have you been a member of the Communist Party since 
you received your subpena to appear before this committee ? 

Mr. DrBrasr. No, I have not been. 

Mr. Arrns. Have you been a member of the Communist Party at any 
time in the course of the last six months? 

Mr. DrBrasz. I have not been a member of the Communist Party 
during that time. 

Mr. Arens. Have you been a member of the Communist Party at any 
time during the course of the last eight months? 

Mr. DiBrase. It is going to be a matter of variability, and I will 
refuse to answer that question, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Are you definitely, finally, and irrevocably disassociated 
from the Communist Party ? 

Mr. DiBrasn. Would you please repeat that question ? 

Mr. Arens. Are you definitely, finally, and irrevocably disassociated 
from the Communist Party ? 

Mr. DrBrasr. Yes, Iam. 

Mr. Arzns. Are you now against the Communist Party ? 

Mr. DiBtasz. I will invoke my privileges as granted to me under the 
first amendment, which guarantees my right to free association, and 
also the fifth amendment which guarantees me the right against self- 
incrimination. 

Mr. Arens. Are you “on ice”? 

Mr. DrBrasp. I don’t know what you mean by that. 

Mr. Arens. Are you “a sleeper’ ? 

Mr. DrBrass. I still do not realize the full implication of what you 
say. 

Mr. Arens. Are you under Communist Party discipline though not 
a technical member of the Communist Party ? 
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Mr. DrBrasz. Would you say that again? I am entirely unexperi- 
enced in these matters and I would like to get things straight before, 
you know 

Mr. Argns. In the Communist Party, do you know what they mean 
in Communist Party lingo by the term “on ice” ? 

(The witness confers with his counsel). 

Mr. DrBrasr. Well, I can yes. But how do you mean it? I 
know well, what it can infer, but I mean I would like it spelled 
out for me. 

Mr. Arrns. How do you know that ? 

Mr. DrBrasr. I think if you ask anyone, I think if you ask anyone 
in this courtroom 

Mr. Arens. Have you at any time learned in Communist Party ac- 
tivities the meaning of the term “on ice” or “a sleeper” ? 

Mr. DrBrase. No. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know a person by the name of Armando Penha? 

Mr. DiBrasr. Wait a minute. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know a person by the name of Armando Penha? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. DiBrasz. I will invoke my privileges. 

Mr. Armns. Armando Penha testified before this committee that 
while he was an undercover agent serving his Government in the Com- 
munist Party, he knew you as a Communist; he knew you asa colonizer. 
He knew you as a section committee member of the Communist Party 
in Providence, Rhode Island. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. DrBrasx. I will invoke my privileges on that question. 

Mr. Arens. What is your father’s name? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. DrBrasr. His name is Antonio DiBiase. 

Mr. Arens. Where is he employed ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. DrBrasz. I will invoke the first and fifth amendments on that 
question, because I don’t see where it is relevant to this investigation. 

Mr. Arens. I will be glad to explain the relevancy to you, sir. It is 
for the purpose of identification. 

Mr. DiBrasr. This is just exposing my father’s job, which may be 
placed in jeopardy by announcing this. 

Mr. Arens. It is solely and exclusively for the purpose of identifi- 
cation. 

We have no further questions of this witness at this time Mr. Chair- 
man. 

Mr. Doyrix. Have you any questions, General ? 

Mr. Kearney. No. 

Mr. Doyir. May I just make this one remark, young man, to you: 
Are you of voting age, yet? 

Mr. DiBasr. I am of voting age. I turned last May 21, and I 
shall vote in the next election. 

Mr. Doyrtr. Why don’t you get yourself and keep yourself in 
shape as a young American citizen, where you don’t have to plead 
your constitutional privilege on the grounds that it might incriminate 
you? Why don’t you clean up whatever it is, in recent back history, 
so that you can be crystal clear and don’t have to exercise your con- 
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stitutional privilege, on the grounds that it might form a chain to 
incriminate you?) Why don’t you do that ? 

This country has honored you by giving you birth. Why in the 
dickens do you get into an atmosphere of personal conduct, whatever 
it may be, where you have to refuse to help your own Congress, be- 
cause it is your Congress, where you have to refuse to help your Con- 
gress to work out whatever is just and fair in the field of legislation 
involving the cold war we are in with Soviet communism ? 

I suggest if you do it, you will feel a whole lot. better inside. 

Some of us have boys who gave their lives that you might have 
a chance to be foursquare an American citizen? Why don’t you do it? 

I don’t mean to insult you. I don’t mean to criticize you; I just 
mean, as one American man to another, my suggestion is that you will 
feel a whole lot better inside. 

Thank you very much. You are excused. 

Mr. Arens. The next witness, if you please, Mr. Chairman, will be 
Mr. Douglas Perry. 

Kindly come forward. 

Mr. Doyuz. Mr. Perry, will you please raise your right hand and be 
sworn ¢ 

Do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Perry. Ido. 

Mr. Doyiz. Take the witness stand. 


TESTIMONY OF DOUGLAS NEIL PERRY, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
ALLAN R. ROSENBERG 


Mr. Arens. Please identify yourself by name, residence, and oc- 
cupation. 

Mr. Prrry. Douglas Perry, 289 Bolton Street, New Bedford, 
Mass. I am a trade union organizer for the United Electrical, 
Radio, and Machine Workers of America, U. E. 

Mr. Arens. You are appearing today in response to a subpena 
which was served upon you By the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities? 

Mr. Perry. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. And you are represented by counsel ? 

Mr. Perry. Yes. 

Mr. Arsns. Will counsel kindly identify himself. 

Mr. Rosenzerc. Allan R. Rosenberg, 209 Washington Street, 
Boston. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Perry, kindly tell us any other name you have 
gone under, other than the name Douglas Perry. 

Mr. Perry. My legal name is Douglas N. Perry, and I have gone 
under no other name to the best of my knowledge, other than nick- 
names that I may have been called. 

Mr, Arens. Were you born under the name of Douglas Perry? 

Mr. Perry. I wasn’t named until after I was born, Mr. Counsel. 
But my legal name, as I stated and is on my birth certificate, is Douglas 
Neil Perry. 

Mr. Arens. How long have you been engaged as a field organizer 
for UE? 

Mr. Perry. Approximately 10 years. 
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ae Arens. What was your job immediately prior to your present 
ob? 

Mr. Perry. I was a business agent of a local union of this same 
organization. 

fe Arrns. How long have you been engaged in the New England 
area ? 

Mr. Perry. In my capacity asa trade union organizer ? 

Mr. Arens. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Perry. For the same period. 

Mr. Arens. Give us a word about your education, please, sir. 

Mr. Perry. I went to grade school in Rockland, Maine; went to 
college at Oberlin College in Ohio, where I received a bachelor of arts 
degree in economics. 

Mr. Arens. In what plants do you organize? 

Mr. Perry. I don’t understand the question. Do you mean what 
plants do I represent—that I have anything to do with? 

Mr. Arrns. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Perry. I represent the plants in this union in the southeastern 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island area. < 

Mr. Arens. What plants there ? 

Mr. Perry. Do you want me to name them, sir? 

Mr. Arens. Yes. What industrial establishments? 

Mr. Perry. The Morse Twist Drill and Machine Company. 

Mr. Arens. Would you tell us, does that organization have any 
defense contracts ? 

Mr. Perry. I don’t know, sir. 

Mr. Arens. How many employees are there ? 

Mr. Prrry. There have been quite a number of layoffs, sir. I would 
say there are less than a thousand at this time. 

Mr. Arens. Another company ? 

Mr. Perry. Eastern Electric, Incorporated. 

Mr. Arens. Do they have any defense contracts? 

Mr. Perry. Not that I know of, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Another company ? 

Mr. Perry. Ace Cabinet Corporation. 

Mr. Arens. Is that all? 

Mr. Perry. No, there are others. 

Mr. Arens. Kindly give us the others, if you please, sir. 

Mr. Perry. Paragon Gear Works, New Process Twist Drill, 
Standard Nut and Bolt Company, Royal Brand Cutlery Company. 

Mr. Arens. And how many employees in toto would you say are 
represented ? 

Mr.Prrry. I would say around 1,500. It would vary, of course, 
with business conditions. 

Mr. Arens. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Perry. IJ decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Arens. Why? 

Mr. Perry. On the grounds of the first amendment and fifth amend- 
ment, that I don’t think it is pertinent to this inquiry, that I think the 
congressional resolve setting up this committee is unconstitutionally 
vague. I think that this committee is engaged in exposure for ex- 
posure’s sake and for other reasons. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever discussed with the members of UE 
whether or not you are a Communist ? 


ae 
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Mr. Perry. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Arens. Is UE Communist controlled? 

Mr. Perry. No, it isnot,sir. In my opinion it is not. 

Mr. Arrens. Are there persons in official capacity in UH, officers, 
international representatives, and the like, who to your certain knowl- 
edge are Communists ? 

Mr. Perry. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Arens. I should like to display to you now a little bulletin, 
UE News Bulletin: 


ANOTHER SMEAR OPERATION 


The infamous House Un-American Committee has subpenaed a large group 
of people, several of whom are UP people, including myself, to appear before 
another one of their witch-hunt “investigations” this week in Boston. 

This will undoubtedly be a repeat publicity performance and a rebash of all 
the outdated lies and smear attempts of the old McCarthyism days. It seems like 
more than a coincidence that these hearings are called in the midst of an IUE- 
CIO election raid against UH. 


Then it goes on for the balance of the page, winding up: 


I intend, as always, to defend this Union as the most democratic union in 
America. Our Union is not, and eannot, be “Communist controlled.” Only the 
members themselves run and control this Union. Any accusation to the con- 
trary by this Committee or by anyone else is a lie! 

signed Douglas Perry, UE Field Organizer, dated March 18, 1958. 

Did you prepare that leaflet, please, sir? 

(A document was handed to the witness.) 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Perry. Yes, I prepared this leaflet. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that this leaflet 
be appropriately marked and incorporated by reference into the 
record. 

Mr. Doris. It will be so marked and incorporated. 

(Document marked “Perry Exhibit No. 1,” and retained in com- 
mittee files.) 

Mr. Arens. If a labor organization is controlled by the Communist ° 
Party, Mr. Perry, it could not be a democratic union within the pur- 
view of the normally accepted meaning of that word, could it? 

Mr. Perry. Well, I think if a union were a Communist-controlled 
union, it wouldn’t be recognized by the National Labor Relations 
Board. It would not be able to function as such or to negotiate con- 
tracts in certified plants or have elections or to operate in other ways 
that a union is entitled to operate otherwise 

Mr. Arrens. Now please answer 

Mr. Perry. —and the officers of this union, to the best of my under- 
standing, have signed non-Communist affidavits, and I have no reason 
to question them, and for that reason I believe that this union is not 
Communist dominated. 

Mr. Arens. Have you signed a non-Communist affidavit ? 

En Prrry. No, sir. The staff members of unions are not required 
to do so. 

Mr. Arens. You talked about the officers signing a non-Communist 
affidavit, apparently trying to leave the clear implication that they are 
not Communists. Are there any officers of UE who to your certain 
knowledge are now Communists? 

Mr. Perry. No, sir. 
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Mr. Arens. Are you a Communist? 

Mr. Perry. I decline to answer on the same grounds as previously 
stated. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know a man by the name of Matles? 

Mr. Perry. Is that a man, sir? 

Mr. Arens. James J. Matles? 

Mr. Perry. James J. Matles. Yes,sir. He isthe director of organi- 
zation of this union. 

Mr. Arens. Can you tell us whether or not he is, or has been, a 
Communist ? 

Mr. Perry. I have no knowledge to that effect. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know aman by the name of Armando Penha? 

Mr. Perry. I decline to answer on the grounds of the first and fifth 
amendments. 

Mr. Arens. Armando Penha testified here before this committee that 
the overwhelming majority of the people, the workers in UE, the rank 
and file workers, I believe he said over 90 percent—it was a very sub- 
stantial majority—are very definitely non-Communist, or anti-Com- 
munist, but there are Communists in UE, including yourself. And he 
took an oath and said he knew you as a Communist. Why don’t you 
now while you are under oath and subject to the pains and penalties 
of perjury stand up there and say, “Of course, Iam not a Communist” ? 

Mr. Perry. Are you suggesting that, sir? 

Mr. Arens. Yes, I am, sir. 

Mr. Perry. I respectfully decline your suggestion. This gentle- 
man, Mr. Penha, has stated a number of things that I don’t feel are 
true. 

Mr. Arens. Was he truthful when he said he knew you as a Com- 
munist, was he truthful ? 

Mr. Perry. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Arens. He said he knew that you furnished funds for the ex- 
penses of Communist Party activities in this area taken from the 
pockets of these workers in UE. 

Mr. Perry. And he committed perjury, and he lied when he said 
that, if that is what he said. At no time did I charge to this union 
any money, to my knowledge, that ever went to the Communist Party. 
And I want to make that clear. 

Mr. Arens. Do you want to go further and deny that you are a 
Communist or have been a Communist ? 

Mr. Perry. That is an entirely unrelated question. 

Mr. Arens. Have you distributed 
Mr. Perry. Do you want to talk about the dues of this union, how 
they are accounted for to our members, how the money is received, 
how it is spent ? 

Mr. Arens. Are you paid a salary ? 

Mr. Perry. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Then answer this question: Is there a person on the 
payroll of UE who is a Communist, who, to your certain knowledge, 
is taking money from the workers? 

Mr. Perry. No, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Don’t you get a salary from the UE? 

Mr. Perry. Of course I do. 

Mr. Arens. Doesn’t that salary come from the pockets of the 
workers ? 
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Mr. Perry. It comes from the same source as anybody else’s salary 
in this union. 

Mr. Arens. Aren’t you a Communist ? 

Mr. Perry. Mr. Arens, you are not going to trick me into any such 
questions. You know my answer to that. You asked me two or three 
times already, and you have had your answer. And you get it again 
if you ask it again. 

Mr. Arens. Excuse me. Mr. Penha said that you were also active 
in the underground operation in and around New Bedford, and you 
were in contact with the underground in the New Bedford area. 
Was he in error about that? 

Mr. Perry. I don’t know exactly what he means by that. But I 
will decline to answer it in any event. 

Mr. Arens. I beg your pardon? 

Mr. Perry. I decline to answer it. 

Mr. Arens. Why? 

Mr. Perry. The first and fifth. 

Mr. Doyrtsr. Could I have that statement repeated, please ? 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Reporter, would you kindly read that statement ? 

(The record was read by the reporter.) 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever announced to your members whether 
or not you are a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Perry. What I discuss with the membership of my union I 
think is none of the business of this committee, and is my concern and 
the concern of our members, and I don’t think it is pertinent, either. 

r. ArENs. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest, in view of the 
Bacar given by this particular witness for refusing to answer the 
question, that he now be ordered and directed to answer the question, 
as to whether or not he has discussed with the membership of UE 
the question of whether or not he is a member of the Communist 
conspiracy. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Doyte. I will wait until they get through with the conference 
between the witness and attor ney. 

Yes, Witness, I believe it is pertinent and instruct you to answer 
this question. 

Mr. Perry. My answer is the same, sir, under all the reasons I 
previously gave. 

r. Arens. Mr. Penha, kindly come forward and stand right here, 
sean you, please? 

Mr. Penua. Right here, sir? 

Mr. Arens. Stand right over here, please. You are under oath, 
are you not? 

Mr. Penna. That is correct, sir. 


TESTIMONY OF ARMANDO PENHA—Resumed 


Mr. Arens. While you are under oath, before God and this com- 
mittee, tell us: Do you see in the hearing room now a person who was 
known by you to be a member of the Communist conspiracy, and on 
the Section Committee of New Bedford of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Prenua. I believe I see more than one, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Do you see one sitting at the witness table? 

Mr. Penna. I certainly do, sir. 
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Mr, Arens. Who is he, and point him out to this committee. 
Mr. Penna. (Complying) Douglas Perry. 


TESTIMONY OF DOUGLAS NEIL PERRY—Resumed 


Mr. Arens. Mr. Perry, please look this man in the face, so there 
will be no faceless informer proposition when you return to your 
membership for your speech that is not under oath, and tell this 
committee, was this man here, this former agent of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation, in this conspiracy, lying, or was he telling the truth 
just now ? 

Mr. Perry. Are you asking me a question or telling me something? 

Mr. Arrens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that this witness 
now be ordered and directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Dorie. I think you understood his question, didn’t you? 

Mr. Perry. I am sorry. Seriously, I didn’t know if he was lectur- 
ing me or asking me a question. I am sorry. If he would kindly 
repeat it, I will attempt to answer it. Could you? 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Reporter, would you kindly read the question back 
to the witness? 

(The record was read by the reporter.) 

Mr. Perry. Before I answer that question now, I would like to ask 
the committee’s permission to cross-examine this witness. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest the witness now 
be ordered and directed and admonished to answer the question pre- 
viously asked. 

Mr. Perry. I beg your pardon. 

Mr. Doytz. It is manifestly a pertinent question. I direct you to 
answer. 

Mr. Perry. Do I have the right to cross-examine this witness or 
don’t I? 

Mr. Dortr. We will determine that later. You answer the question. 

Mr. Perry. I decline to answer it on the grounds as previously 
stated. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, we have no further questions of this 
witness at this time. 

Mr. Doyux. General Kearney ? 

Mr. Perry. Do I have the right to cross-examine this witness, or do 
T not? Iam requesting that right. I have a lot of questions to ask 
thisman. I think he told a few les under oath. 

IT pointed out one of them, and I am prepared to point out some 
of the others, if I am given the opportunity. I would like to go back 
to my local union and report on this situation, and I think my mem- 
bers will back me up, because they know Mr. Armando Penha from 
their own experience. 

Mr. Kearney. If you want to make a speech, go out in the hall. 

Mr. Doyztr. You are making a fine grandstand play in view of this. 
Of course, if you notified our counsel, or if your lawyer had notified 
us, that you wanted an opportunity to cross-examine, we might have 
arranged it. Do you see? 

Mr. Perry. I might have, if I knew you were going to pull this 
erandstand play by confronting him. 

Mr. Dorin. You apparently knew it, because your filthy bulletin 
here showed you expected surprise witnesses. You gave your mem- 
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bers notice that we would pull some surprise witnesses, right here, in 
your own paper, right here in your own language. 

Mr. Perry. So I think I am entitled to expect a right to cross-ex- 
amine this so-called surprise witness, star witness, cowitnesses, and co- 
stars. 

Mr. Dorre. Have you any questions, General Kearney ? 

Mr. Kearney. I suggest if the witness wants to make a speech he 
go out in the hall. 

Mr. Perry. I suggest that I have sat here and heard these Con- 
gressmen and counselors make speeches, and whenever a witness had 
an. answer that lasted more than fifteen or thirty seconds, it seemed 
that it was speechmaking. 

I think this committee does not afford its witnesses an adequate op- 
portunity to state their position and answer their questions, and I 
don’t think you intend to, and I don’t think you are here for that 
purpose. 

Mr. Arens. You don’t like this committee, do you? 

Mr. Perry. I certainly don’t, and I am not afraid to tell you why. 

Mr. Doyte. Mr. Perry? 

Mr. Perry. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Dortr. May I just say a word or two to you? I can’t help but 
as an incumbent Congressman, who is always endorsed by organized 
labor in California—and I am proud of it—except the Communist 
controlled unions, if there are such, or the Communist members in 
such, I cannot help but resist and resent your malicious false state- 
ments, in this sheet, that you have entitled “Another Smear Opera- 
tion.” 

I think my record in Congress for these twelve years, as far as voting 
is concerned, establishes that I have not, and never have had, any in- 
tention of victimizing organized labor or any member in it. How- 
ever, I have had the intention, and still have the intention, of trying 
to help organized labor. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Doytz (continuing). Will you listen to me just a minute, or 
do you want to consult with your lawyer? I will wait until you get 
through. 

Mr. Perry. I am sorry, sir. I was listening. 

Mr. Doyte. I do intend to continue to try to help organized labor 
to clean up the filthy part of the unions, which in part is controlled or 
infiltrated by identified Communists. 

Now, you have made charges in here that are absolutely false, as 
far as this committee is concerned, when it comes to your alleging 
in this bulletin to your members that we intend to victimize any per- 
son or any union, UE included. But we would not have called you 
here, manifestly, to put you to the expense and trouble of hiring dis- 
tinguished counsel, and so forth, nor would we have come here and 
called you if we did not think we had reliable, sworn testimony, iden- 
tifying you as a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Perry. Apparently, sir, if I may say, you must believe Mr. 
Penha and not me. 

Mr. Doytx. We do believe him. 

Mr. Perry. So I don’t think I stand much of a chance in front of 
this committee. The cards are pretty well stacked. 
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Mr. Krarnery. You did not answer. You declined to answer. 

Mr. Doyitz. Wait a minute. Mr. Perry, we did believe him or else 
we would not have called you. ; 

Mr. Perry. That is right. 

Mr. Dorie. There is no question about that. 

Mr. Perry. That is right. 

Mr. Doris. That is one reason we called you. 

Mr. Perry. It certainly is 

Mr. Dore. Be frank and answer my question: Of course, you have 
the chance also, very simply, to deny or affirm whether or not 

Mr. Perry. But not the right to cross-examine your witness; is that 
right ? 

Mr. Dorie. Well, it is not a matter of cross-examination. It is a 
matter of “Yes” or “No,” whether or not you are a member of the 
party. 

Mr. Perry. Very simple. 

Mr. Doytx. Very simple, for you to tell the truth, whatever the 
truth is. 

And one thing more, and you know as well as I do, without me re- 
minding you of it, because you have been in organized labor a long 
time, and you are a very well-informed gentleman—I happen to know 
that 

Mr. Perry. Thank you, sir. 

Mr. Doyte. In the field of organized labor. But you know as 
well as I do that the pattern throughout the United States in organ- 
ized labor is this: that the Communist Party tries to infiltrate the 
control of organized labor, CIO-AFL, UE Machinists. The record 
shows. The known record shows it does. That is their policy. 

Mr. Perry. Well 

Mr. Doyte. It is to try to use American organized labor for their 
own filthy motives and principles. 

Now this committee in this hearing is engaged, when we called you 
and others, to find whether or not UE, your local, or your State or- 
ganization, was in any way infiltrated by Communists. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Dorie (continuing). Because the record shows that whenever 
a union is infiltrated enough by Communists, they project and per- 
petuate the Communist Party principles instead of American organ- 
ized labor principles, because they are not consistent with each other. 

Now that is one reason we called you and we believe it is pertinent 
because we are engaged in the study of possible legislation that will 
make it as difficult as possible for Communists to infiltrate and take 
contro] of American organized labor. 

I have one more statement. You know, of course, when it is proven 
that a union is dominated by Communists it can’t function before 
the National Labor Relations Board. 

Mr. Perry. You are not saying that has been proven in the case 
of UF, are you, sir? 

Mr. Doytn. I am not saying it is. I am not charging it. I want 
to be more fair than you are in this bulletin. You did not know what 
you were talking about in this sheet. 

Mr. Perry. Your opinion, sir. 

Mr. Doytr. Inmany ways. Thatismy opinion. 

Mr. Perry. You are entitled toit, sir. 
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Mr. Doytx. It makes a good appeal to your members, but it is not 
the truth. 

I also know, and so do you, I believe, that there have been in the 
United States local unions and other unions which have been domi- 
nated and were dominated by communism at the time, and their officers 
swore false affidavits or they got out of the officership in order that 
they wouldn’t have to swear any false affidavits before the National 
Labor Relations Board. 

Mr. Perry. I don’t think that is the case in my union, sir; not to 
my knowledge, or with any locals I have anything to do with, sir. 

Mr. Doytz. I am not saying it is. I am saying if you have 1,000 
members in your union at present 

Mr. Perry. And they are proud to be members; I assure you. 

Mr. Doytz. What? 

Mr. Perry. They are proud of the fact that they are members of 
this union. 

Mr. Dorie. There is no doubt your union does a lot of good. 

Mr. Perry. Because they run this union themselves. 

Mr. Doyte. All right. And no doubt your union has done a lot of 
good for the rank and file. 

Mr. Perry. Certainly—they certainly have. It has tripled the 
wages. 

Mr. Doytr. But you can’t tell me, Mr. Organizer, you cannot tell 
me you have 1,000 members in your union and you don’t know a single 
one of them to be a Communist. 

Mr. Perry. I don’t think I said that. 

Mr. Dorit. The counsel asked whether or not you knew of any 
Communists in your union. 

Mr. Perry. We have such a democratic union. 

Mr. Doytuz. I understand. 

Mr. Perry. We don’t worry about Fascists, Communists, Republi- 
cans, Democrats, or what-have-you. 

These members themselves, by majority decision and full under- 
standing and information, make their own decisions, and know what 
to do in their own interests, sir, and 

Mr. Doyts. And of course, if you take the position your union 
members can be Communists, as far as you are concerned, then I 
understand more of your answers. 

Mr. Perry. Sir, the people who become members of our union are 
hired by the employers. Once they are hired by the employers they 
are eligible for membership in our union. We don’t screen them; we 
don’t put them through loyalty tests. 

Mr. Kearney. That is right. 

Mr. Perry. If they wish to join our union and comport themselves 
in their own interest and the rest of the union they are welcome, and 
requested to do so. 

Mr. Krarney. May I ask a question ? 

Is James Mathis 

Mr. Perry. Matles, sir. 

Mr. Kearney. —one of your officials? 

Mr. Perry. Yes, sir; he is the director of organization of the United 
Electrical Union. 

Mr. Knarney. Is Matles under indictment in the Federal Court in 
Brooklyn? 
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(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Perry. My attorney informs me “No.” I don’t have any per- 
sonal knowledge of it. 

Mr. Kearney. Was it dismissed ? 

Mr. Perry. Pardon? My attorney informs me that he is not under 
indictment in the Federal Court. Do you want to discuss it with 
my attorney? I think he is more qualified to do so. 

Mr. Krarney. That is what I just asked him. Is it dismissed ? 

Mr. Rosenpera. Mr. Kearney, Mr. Matles was indicted by Grand 
Jury in the District of Columbia in Washington, D. C. several years 
ago and was acquitted. The indictment was for violation of the con- 
tempt section which is applicable to this committee. 

Mr. Karner. That is not the indictment I referred to. 

Mr. Rosenperc. There is no other indictment. 

Mr. Kearney. Maybe you are mistaken. The indictment I refer to 
was an indictment, as I understand it, charging James Matles, and it 
is for revocation of his citizenship. 

Mr. Rosrenperc. That is no indictment, sir. I understand there is a 
civil proceeding against him. 

Mr. Kearney. But there is a civil proceeding? There is a proceed- 
ing against him? 

Mr. Rosenperc. There is a proceeding against him, which is some— 
I don’t know at what stage it is at present. 

Mr. Kearney. Do you know Matles’ correct name? 

Mr. Rosrnzerc. As far as I know it is James J. Matles. 

Mr. Kearney. Well, I think you’d better investigate that, because 
it isn’t. 

Mr. Doytz. Thank you, Mr. Perry. 

Mr. Perry. I hope you come to New Bedford and visit at our union 
office. We invite you, at our union meetings, and perhaps you would 
be interested to know how our union operates. They are democratic 
in the American fashion, sir, and I am proud of it. 

Mr. Dorie. Well, I still repeat that I never heard of a union of a 
thousand members in which there were not several handfuls of Com- 
munists, and I never heard of an industrial organizer, until today, of 
a local union of 1,000 members who did not know a single Communist 
in the union. 

Now, you have the perfect roost so far as communism is concerned, 
to ferret it out. ; 

Mr. Perry. Apparently you see Communists under every bed, sir, 
and local unions. ~ 

Mr. Doyte. I don’t 

Mr, Arens. You look in the mirror tonight and then get up to- 
morrow morning and tell your members while you are under oath 
whether or not the man you saw in the mirror was a member of the 
Communist Party. 

Mr. Perry. I will tell my members plenty of this committee, sir, 
and about the lies of this person by the name of Penha, and I will tell 
my members that this committee refused to permit me to cross-examine 
him. 

Mr. Arens. Will you tell your members whether or not Penha was 
lying when he swore here fifteen minutes ago that he knew you as a 
member of the Communist conspiracy? Will you tell them that 
was a lie? 
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Mr. Perry. I will tell my members exactly what I choose to tell 
them, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Would you want to make that announcement now while 
you are under oath, so that the world can know what your position 
is—while you are under oath, and subject to the pains and penalties 
of perjury ? 

Mr. Perry. What goes on in my union is not the concern of the rest 
of the world, sir. 

Mr. Arens. No, I am not talking about what goes on in your union. 
I am talking about whether you are now a member of the Communist 
conspiracy, as identified here by a live witness, under oath 

Mr. Perry. That is the fourth time you asked me. 

Mr. Arens. —before this committee. 

Mr. Perry. I think that is the fourth time I answered your ques- 
tion, and I think the answer is clear. 

Mr. Arens. I want to make it clear for the record. 

Mr. Perry. I think the answer is clear and I don’t think there is 
any necessity to answer again. 

Mr. Arrens. I want to make sure that it is abundantly clear. 

Mr. Doytr. The witness is excused. 

4 Ege The next witness, please, Mr. Chairman, will be Jerry 

Irich. 

Kindly come forward and remain standing while the chairman ad- 
ministers the oath to you, Mr. Olrich. 

Mr. Dorit. Witness, please raise your right hand. 

Do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Orricu. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Dorie. Take the witness chair, please. 


TESTIMONY OF JERRY OLRICH,? ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
WILLIAM P. HOMANS, JR. 


Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself, sir, by name, residence, and 
occupation. 

Mr. Homans. Excuse me, Mr. Chairman, I have a deaf ear on my 
right side and I will move to the other side of the witness. 

Mr. Arens. Please identify yourself by name, residence, and occu- 

ation. 

" Mr. OtrtcH. My name is Jerry Olrich. I live at 8 Dennison Street, 
Jamaica Plain, and I am a tool and die maker. 

Mr. Arens. Where are you employed, please, sir ? 

Mr. Oxtricw. Mr. Chairman, I seriously would like to decline to 
answer that question for the following reasons: 

As you know, business is quite poor, small businessmen—my em- 
ployer is a small businessman who employs about fifteen men. He is 
having tough times, and without consulting him on whether he will 
remain, the company or not, I feel it is fair play not to create any 
notoriety for his company. He may lose his business, and I don’t 
think it is really absolutely essential that this committee know the 
name of that company. It isa job shop. They just do odd jobs. It 
has nothing to do with national defense or anything like that, and I 


1 Voucher for witness fee signed ‘‘Jerome Olrich.”’ 
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don’t want to have to use the constitutional privilege because it is 
certainly not incriminating, but it is only in the sense of fair play, 
in keeping my employer’s name out of the newspapers. If you please, 
I would like to be permitted not to answer that question. 

Mr. Doyzz. Be as helpful as you can, Mr. Arens. We always do. 

Mr. Arens. Where do you live? 

Mr. Oxricu. I live at 8 Dennison Street, Jamaica Plain, Ward 11. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever lived at Roxbury ? 

Mr. Otricu. I have never lived at Roxbury. I live in Jamaica 
Plain, Ward 11. 

Mr. Arens. Where is Jamaica Plain? 

Mr. Oxricn. Jamaica Plain is the area of the city composed of 
Wards 10 and 11 of the city of Boston. 

Mr. Arens. Where were you born? 

Mr. Oxricu. I was born in New York City. 

Mr. Arrens. And a word about your education. 

Mr. Oxricu. I was educated in the New York public schools. 1 
went to New York University, received a bachelor’s degree, did one 
year’s undergraduate work there and two years of graduate work at 
Harvard University Graduate School. 

Mr. Arens. Do you have a master’s degree ? 

Mr. Orricu. No, I do not. I was studying for my Ph.D when my 
father died and I couldn’t afford to continue and I had to go out and 
find a job to help support my mother. 

Mr. Arens. How long have you been employed at your present 
place of employment ? 

Mr. Otricn. Two years, sir. 

Mr. Arens. What was your employment immediately prior to your 
present employment ? 

Mr. Oxricu. For the same reasons I gave before I don’t think it is 
any point—they are all small people 

Mr. Arens. Are you a small colonizer in these places? 

Mr. Otricu. If you think that earning a living working in a shop 
is a colonizer 

Mr. Arens. I don’t think that and did not suggest that. 

Mr. Oxricu. If you know anything about tool and die makers, you 
know tool and die makers move around. That is the way you learn 
the trade and gain experience. 

Mr. Arens. Have you moved around quite a bit in New England? 

Mr. Orricu. No; in the city of Boston I probably had seven or 
eight jobs in the past twenty or twenty-five years. 

Mr. Arrns. Have you been a colonizer for the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Otricu. Colonizer—what do you mean by colonizing in the 
Communist Party? When I got out of school I went to work. I had 
to work for $35 a week. If you remember, it was during the de- 
pression, and as a matter of fact, I may as well relate this, because one 
of the fellows in the shop told me about it. 

In the 1930’s, MIT graduates coming to these shops were begging for 
jobs for 40 cents an hour. I can’t see anything subversive, suspicious 
about a man working for a living, and if he changes his job I certainly 
don’t see any: 

Mr. Arens. I can’t either. I agree with you one hundred percent, 
absolutely. 
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Mr. Oxricn. I am not a colonizer for any organization. I work in 
a shop because the conditions are good and I like it, so I work there. 
If the wages are good I stay there. 

Mr. Arens. Let us get back on the subject, please, sir. Are you 
now a member of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Oxricu. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds of the 
first amendment and the fifth amendment and my rights under the 
Constitution. 

I want to add that I picked up an old civics book last night, which 
T have right here, and, in fact, I forgot what the fifth amendment says. 

It says nothing about incriminating one’s self. It says no one will 
be forced to bear witness against himself. It also has a very interest- 
ing 
Mr. Arens. I can shout you down, sir. I have been up against 
others just like you. 

Mr. Otricu. If you want to dismiss me from the stand—any time. 

Mr. Arens. Not at all. 

Mr. Oxricn. You know I lost a whole day’s pay, Mack, and I can’t 
afford it. 

Mr. Arens. Yes. Have you ever been, or are you now, a member of 
the Communist conspiracy ¢ 

Mr. Otricn. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds of the 
first amendment, my right of free association, and on the grounds of 
the fifth amendment to the Constitution, which guarantees my right 
to refuse to answer questions before a star chamber proceeding such 
as this. 

If you read history, the history of the fifth amendment and studied 
it you would know it is explicitly put into our Constitution to protect 
people against people like King George, star chamber proceedings, 
torture proceedings, and there is a form of intimidation to call a man 
up and ask him where he works and intimidate him. 

I’ve got a wife and kids to support and my political opinions are 
nobody’s business but my own, and I want to say this, in all sincerity, 
that if the Congressmen on this committee, Mr. Keerney and Mr. Doyle, 
want to discuss—Congressman Keerney and Congressman Doyle— 

Mr. Kearney. The name is “Kearney.” 

Mr. Otricu. “Kearney.” I’m sorry sir. 

T have always been open and above board with people with whom I 
worked. I discuss my politics with them where I stand. Perhaps 
that is why I am being called here. Nevertheless, I want you to know 
I cordially invite you while you are staying in Boston to come down 
to my house for supper and sit down, and we will talk about my po- 
litical opinions. But before a star chamber proceeding like this, with 
a man like Mr. Arens, who has a lot more experience than I will ever 
have, when he is trying to entrap me into answering the question in 
order to bring some sort of proceedings against me—even if I ever win 
a case, suppose I give an answer, how can I afford as a working man 
to go to court to hire a lawyer? I can’t afford one now. 

Mr. Kearney. If we accept your invitation to go to supper, will 
you 2. us whether you have been a member of the Communist Party 
or not‘ 

Mr. Otricu. I won’t give you a yes or no answer to that question. 
You come to supper 
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Mr. Kearney. Then I won’t come. 

Mr. Orricn. —and I want to tell you this, Congressman Keer- 
ney 

Mr. Krarney. “Kearney.” 

Mr. Orricu. I am inviting you even though you are a Republican. 
I will have a lot to explain to my friends about that, the guys I 
work with. 

a Knarney. I wouldn’t be seen associating with you if I were 
they. 

Mr. Arens. Now, sir, please tell this committee whether or not you 
know a person by the name of Armando Penha. 

Mr. Oxricu. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds pre- 
viously given. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Penha for eight years was an undercover agent for 
the FBI, the greatest investigative agency in the world, serving in 
the Communist conspiracy, to get information to help protect this 
Republic. He swore a day or so ago that while he was in that Commu- 
nist conspiracy he knew you, Mr. Olrich, as a member of the Com- 
munist Party and a member of the Boston Section Committee of the 
Communist Party here. 

Was Armando Penha telling the truth or was he in error? 

Mr. Oxricu. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds pre- 
viously stated, and I think I have made myself pretty clear about 
my attitude toward this committee and I am certainly not going to 
answer questions pertaining to political opinions or associations re- 
gardless of what they are. 

I sincerely invite the Congressman to come down and visit me. 

Mr. Kearney. We decline the invitation because you will not tell 
us the truth. 

Mr. Arens. I respectfully suggest, Mr. Chairman, that will conclude 
the staff interrogation of this witness. 

Mr. Dorin. Have you any questions General Kearney ? 

Mr. Krarney. I have no questions. 

Mr. Dory. I think, Witness, you will have to recognize we were 
pretty good sports because we did not bring out the name of your 
employer. That is what you asked. 

Mr. Oxrricu. Frankly, I think that in all of us, and let me say this 
about congressmen particularly, I think there is fair play in all of us; 
and my employer, for example, said to me—I might as well let you 
know this. I don’t think it is letting anything out. 

He said: “Is this America, this calling of a guy to go before a com- 
mittee on political things?” 

I said: “I don’t think it represents America. I think the American 
people will reject it as McCarthyism, and I think they will get less and 
less headway.” 

Mr. Arens. If you boys ever take over 

Mr. Orricu. I am talking to Congressman Doyle, sir. J am talk- 
ing to Congressman Doyle, please, pal. I am trying to be as re- 
spectful as possible about this thing. After all, you know I am a 
United States 

Mr. Doyix. Thank you very much. 

Mr. Otricu. You get what I mean. And I think you are being 
very fair about not mentioning the name of my employer and I think 
he appreciates it too. 


—— 


COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE NEW ENGLAND AREA 2381 


Mr. Arens. I respectfully suggest, Mr. Chairman, the next witness 
be Mr. Joe Chase. 

Mr. Joe Chase, will you kindly come forward and remain standing 
while the chairman administers the oath to you. 

Mr. Doyte. Mr. Chase, will you please raise your hand ? 

Do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth so help you God? 

Mr. Cuasr. I do. 

Mr. Doytez. Please take the witness chair. 


TESTIMONY OF JOSEPH K. CHASE’ 


Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself, sir, by name, residence, and 
occupation. 

Mr. Cuase. My name is Joseph Chase. I live at 33 Mason Terrace, 
Brookline, and I am a railroad worker. 

Mr. Arens. Where are you employed Mr. Chase? 

Mr. Cuase. Well, I looked over this little blue book you gave me 
here. I see, if I can find it, and it didn’t say that you were going to 
legislate for any one particular company. So in view of that I would 
like to be excused from mentioning the name of my employer. It hap- 
pens that the president of my company is having quite a lot of trouble 
as things stand without me adding to them in any way at this time. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that the witness 
now be ordered and directed to answer the question as to where he is 
employed. 

Mr. Doyte. I direct you to answer the question. It is pertinent as 
a matter of identification. 

Mr. Cuassz. Well, there is a precedent here which you established 
only a little while ago sir. 

Mr. Dorytx. I know. Your brother was here, too, wasn’t he? 

Mr. Cuase. No. I am not referring to my brother. I am referring 
to the previous witness. 

Mr. Arrens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest again the witness 
be ordered and directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Dorztz. Don’t engage in the same sort of byplay, please. 

Mr. Cuast. This isn’t byplay. Your authorization don’t call for 
you to legislate for any one particular company. 

Mr. Doris. We will not take the time. That is the rule of the 
committee, and the rules of the 

Mr. Cuaser. I can’t find it here. 

Mr. Doyix. And the rules do not have to specify the name of every 
company in the United States we want to question about. We are 
questioning you and not your company. We are questioning your 
conduct and not your company’s. 

Mr. Cuasr. You are here to gather facts. Am I correct on that? 

Mr. Dorie. That is right. 

Mr. Cuase. The Government already has the facts. It is on my 
W-2 form, and the Internal Revenue knows where I work, and one 
Government agency at a time I think is enough. 

I think you have every facility for finding that out if you want to 
find it out. 


1 Voucher for witness fee signed J. K. Chase. 
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Mr. Kearney. I would like to ask the witness a question, Mr. 
Chairman. 

Mr. Doytz. Go ahead, General Kearney. 

Mr. Kearney. Are you a member of Lodge 631, the Brotherhood 
of Railroad Trainmen ? 

Mr. Cuase. Sir, if you are investigating unions 

Mr. Knarney. Just answer yes or no. 

Mr. Cuase. I am not going to answer yes or no. I don’t want to be 
bulldozed by some congressman that is trying to keep a committee 
going. I know you’ve got a big staff. I know there is a lot of un- 
employment. But I didn’t come here to help you out on that score. 

Mr. Doyir. You are not as smart as you think you are in making 
that crack. It is a very uncomfortable thing for us to be here and 
have to call people like you. 

Mr. Cuase. It is not very comfortable for me. I worked all night 
last night and I have been sitting here for three days. 

Mr. Doytz. We know it. 

Mr. Kearney. Will you answer the question? 

Mr. Cuasz. Congress has a congressional committee that is investi- 
gating unions and it is headed up by a gentleman by the name of 
Senator McClellan, I believe, and if you want to go into unions, it 
doesn’t say anything about it here. 

Mr. Kearney. Are you under suspension from your local union at 
the present time ? 

Mr. Cuasez. No, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, so that the record may be clear, I should 
like to now make it abundantly clear for purposes which may arise 
after this committee leaves Boston. One of the reasons why I am 
seeking to elicit from this witness a confirmation of his employment is 
that we understand that he is, or has been in the recent past, employed 
on a vital industry, namely, a railroad, the New York, New Haven 
& Hartford Railroad. We would like that confirmation from this 
witness so that if he does give us the confirmation, we, having testi- 
mony that he has been identified as a member of the Communist con- 
spiracy, would like to take that information back to Washington 
to be appraised in connection with other information to perhaps pre- 
clude from vital communications, transportation, or other defense 
facilities, persons who are members of the conspiratorial operations 
directed from Moscow. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest—— 

Mr. Cuase. Hold on. 

Mr. Arens. —that the witness be ordered and directed to answer 
that question. 

Mr. Cuase. Could you shorten that up a little bit? 

You mean you would like to get my job. Is that what you mean, 
Mr. Arens? You’d like to get my job? Is that what you are looking 
for? 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest 

Mr. Cuasr. Are you looking for my job? 

Mr. Arrens. —that the witness be ordered and directed to answer 
the question. 

Mr. Cuase. May I ask the chairman? Mr. Doyle, are you looking 
for my job, Mr. Doyle? 

Mr. Doyrx. No, we are not looking for your job. 
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Mr. Cuase. Thank you, Mr. Doyle. I am glad to learn that because 
I could see every evidence from the question of Mr. Director here 
that that is what he is getting after. 

Mr. Doyte. But we are interested in finding the extent to which 
the identified Communists 

Mr. Cuase. You said yesterday in addressing one witness that you 
already know the answers when you ask the questions. 

Now this gentleman here said 

Mr. Dorie. No. Ididn’tsay that. 

Mr. Cuasr. —this gentleman here has named my employer and 
given it as much publicity as he desires. And of course a little 
publicity attaches to the committee at the same time, I suppose, and 
therefore it is a worthy objective. 

Yes, sir, I do work for the New York, New Haven & Hartford 
Railroad and have been so employed for 15 years. 

Mr, Arens. In what capacity please, sir? 

Mr. Cuase. Well, what is the importance of that sir? 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest the witness now 
be ordered and directed at his peril to answer that question. 

Mr. Doyte. It is pertinent, Witness. 

Mr. Cuase. I don’t see where it is pertinent, Mr. Doyle. 

Now, if you want to write a book on how to switch boxcars, I will 
give you every personal assistance that I can. 

Mr. Doyte. | direct you to answer, Witness. 

Mr. Cuasr. I don’t see where it is pertinent what I do. I told 
you what my occupation was. It is a railroad worker and has been 
for 15 years. 

Mr. Arens. Does the record reflect an order and direction to the 
witness to answer the question ? 

Mr. Doyte. I have directed him, Mr. Arens. 

Mr. Arens. I am going to proceed now to another question, Mr. 
Witness. You understand. 

Mr. Cuase. I didn’t hear that order, sir. I am without counsel 
here to check on that stuff. 

Mr. Doyte. I will repeat it Witness. I believe it is pertinent and 
order and direct you to answer that question. 

Mr. Cuase. Well, I am a yard conductor. 

Mr. Arens. How long have you been so employed ? 

Mr. Cuasr. Ever since I got out of the Army in 1946, around the 
beginning of 1946. 

r. Arens. A day or so ago Armando Penha, Mr. Chase, under 
oath, and before this committee, testified in effect that he had been an 
undercover agent of the Federal Bureau of Investigation in the Com- 
munist Party, and that in that capacity he knew you and identified 
you toa certainty while he was under oath as a person known by him to 
be a Communist and a member of the District Committee of the 
Communist Party in the Boston area. 

Mr. Cuasz. Mr. Doyle 

Mr. Arens. Now, we would like to have you 

Mr. Cuase. I would like to ask the chairman a question. 

Mr. Arens. —avail yourself of the opportunity to affirm or deny 
that testimony. 

Mr. Cuasr. May I ask the chairman a question ? 
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Mr. Arens. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Doytz. Go ahead, Witness, ask it. 

Mr. Cuase. Mr. Chair man, will the stenographer read the transcript 
of Mr. Penha’s testimony please ? 

Mr. Dorie. We donot have the transcript. 

Mr. Cuasz. You told me you know. Mr. Chairman, all I know is 
what I read in the papers. 

Mr. Arens. I suggest the witness now be ordered and directed. 

Mr. Cuasr. Why can’t you read me the record? I wasn’t here, sir. 
What kind of a hearing are you running here? 

Mr. Arens. This is an insult to the committee. I request, Mr. 
Chairman, that the witness be ordered and directed to answer the 
question at his peril. 

Mr. Cuasre. Excuse me. Excuse me. Wait a minute. I want to 
talk with the chairman. 

Mr. Armns. Mr. Chairman, excuse the witness and see what happens. 

Mr. Doytx. Witness 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, please direct this witness to answer the 
question. 

Mr. Dorie. Witness 

Mr. Cuasz. I want to talk to the chairman. You be a quiet a 
minute. You go into your act every time a man opens his mouth. 

Mr. Dorie. Witness, now listen. 

Mr. Cuass. I want to ask the chairman why you can’t read the 
transcript. Ihave been authorized to have 

Mr. Dorin. You have asked me that question. If you will give me 
a minute I will answer it. 

Mr. Cuasz. Yes,sir. Go ahead. 

Mr. Dortx. Then keep quiet. 

In answering that question you have a right to assume, I would say, 
that our director has asked you a question based on the testimony 
that actually was given. 

Mr. Cuasr. But not as reported in the newspapers sir. 

Mr. Dorr. Just a minute. It is not a newspaper story. Your 
answer is entitled to be based on the question the way it is asked. 

Mr. Cuasn. Well, I can. I recognize that. I recognize that. I 
know enough about the rules and all that. But I still want a ruling 
on my request, and I want the record to show that I requested that the 
transcript be read. I have attended 100 railroad investigations, and 
every time we ask to have the transcript read they cheerfully and 
honestly read it. 

Mr. Doyts. I notified ace that the transcript is not yet written up. 

Mr. Cuasz. Then am [ at liberty to discuss some portions of this 
gentlemen’s question ? 

Mr. Dorr. You are at liberty to assume—— 

Mr. Cuase. I will have to go by the newspapers. That is all I 
can go by. 

Mr. Dorn. You are not 

Mr. Cuasr. The newspapers didn’t say 

Mr. Dorzz. Just a minute. You are not entitled to go by the news- 
rae I told you as a matter of law and right you are entitled to go 

y the question he asked you and to assume that that is the question 
you are to answer, and that that is what Witness Penha stated. 
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Mr. Cuase. Well, he is wrong, and I am calling it to your atten- 
tion he is wrong. Do you want me to tell you where he is wrong on 
the record ? 

Mr. Doyte. I direct you to answer the question asked by Mr. Arens. 

Mr. Cuase. Why don’t we look at the record 4 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that the interro- 
gation of this witness now be concluded and that if the witness con- 
tinues in his obstreperous offensive conduct toward this committee 
he be forcibly removed from the hearing room. : 

Mr. Cuase. Well, Mr. Doyle—— 

Mr. Dorit. Witness, you are directed to answer the question. Now 
will you answer it? Will you answer the question? JI have directed 
you to answer. 

Mr. Cuase. Well, sir, I will avail myself of every privilege I have 
under the Constitution, that you have informed me you are all law- 
yers, and I suppose Mr. Arens is some kind of a lawyer, and I will 
avail myself under the privileges that are accorded to me under the 
first and fifth amendments to refuse to answer that question, but 
I would like to say this: That there is a lot of misinformation in that 
question, that it does not correspond with the record. 

Mr. Dortz. Just a minute. You refused to answer. 

Mr. Cuasz. No. I haven’t refused to answer if he would give me 
the transcript. 

Mr. Doyte. He doesn’t have it. 

Mr. Cuasr. When the transcript is ready. 

Mr. Doyrs. Justa minute. I told you we didn’t have the transcript 
or we would give it to you. 

Mr. Cuass. Where 1s it? 

Mr. Arens. May we just conclude by asking you one simple ques- 
tion: Are you now, or have you ever been, a member of the Commu- 
nist Party? 

Mr. Cuase. I decline to answer that question based on the first 
and fifth amendments to the Constitution of the United States. 

Mr. Arens. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Cuase. You just asked me that question, sir. 

Mr. Arens. No, I believe there is a distinction. 

Mr. Cuasr. Would you indicate it to me? I don’t see it. 

Mr. Arens. First question was: Are you now, or have you ever 
been, a member of the Communist Party, which would encompass both 
past and present membership. You invoked your constitutional 
privileges as you have aright todo. I then asked you if you are now 
a present member of the Communist Party. Would you kindly 
answer that question ? 

Mr. Cass. Well, I will invoke the same privilege on that question. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that will conclude 
the interrogation of this witness. 

Mr. Kearney. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Cuase. Now, 

Mr. Kearney. Just a minute. 

Mr. Cuase. I am sorry I interrupted you, sir, but I wanted to ask 
the chairman something. 

Mr. Dorzz. Mr. Kearney. 

Mr. Cuase. Go ahead, Mr. Kearney. 
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Mr. Doytz. Ask your questions, Mr. Kearney. 

Mr. Kearney. Counsel has requested that the witness be escorted 
from the hearing room by the United States Marshal. I would fur- 
ther suggest that, in my humble opinion, the witness has been drinking 
prior to his appearance here and that his subpena be continued with 
the thought that he might be brought to Washington for further 
testimony. 

Mr. Cuase. Well, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Doytz. Well? 

Mr. Cuase. I have two requests to make from you. May I make 
them now, sir? 

Mr. Dorie. Make it brief. 

Mr. Cuase. All right. No. 1, that it says in the book here that if 
you people are agreeable I will be supplied with a transcript of the 
testimony. 

Mr. Dorr. All right. You are entitled to it. But we don’t have 
it prepared yet. 

Mr. Cuasr. Thank you. One more request: That a doctor be im- 
mediately called to this room and that I be examined to see whether I 
am intoxicated to any degree, and I will expect Mr. Kearney to cor- 
rect his statement if that is not true. Here——-I am waiting for a 
physician. 

Mr. Kearney. It is not a question of any degree. We are not inter- 
ested in the degree. _ 

Mr. Cuasz. Here I am, ready for examination. 

Mr. Krarney. I suggest that the request of counsel be carried out. 

Mr. Cuaset. That is a very tough thing to throw at a railroad man. 
You know yourself railroad men don’t drink. 

Mr. Krarney. That is the best one yet. 

Mr. Dorie. Witness, we will continue your subpena to a further 
date. Your subpena will continue in effect to a future date, and we 
will notify you of the date and place later. 

You are excused. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that the com- 
mittee stand in recess until tomorrow morning because it is now 
after the hour of five o’clock. We have other witnesses and I 
respectfully suggest the Chair order all witnesses under subpena for 
appearances today who have not been heard to reappear tomorrow 
morning. 

Mr. Doyie. All witnesses under subpena are to return at 9:30 to- 
morrow morning. . 

The committee will stand in recess until 9:30 tomorrow morning. 

(Whereupon, at 5:10 p. m., Thursday, March 20, 1958, the subcom- 
mittee recessed to reconvene at 9:30 a. m., Friday, March 21, 1958.) 


———— oe ee 


INVESTIGATION OF COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE 
NEW ENGLAND AREA—PART 3 


FRIDAY, MARCH 21, 1958 


Unirep States Houst or REPRESENTATIVES, 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE 
ComMMITTEE oN UnN-AmerIcAN ACTIVITIES, 
Boston, Mass. 


PUBLIC HEARING 


The subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities met, 
at 9:40 a. m., in courtroom No. 3, the United States Court House and 
Post Office Building, Boston, Massachusetts, Honorable Clyde Doyle, 
(acting chairman of the subcommittee) presiding. 

Committee members present: Representatives Clyde Doyle, of Cali- 
fornia, and Bernard W. Kearney, of New York. 

Staff members present: Richard Arens, staff director; George C. 
Williams and Frank Bonora, investigators. 

Mr. Doytr. The committee will please come to order. 

Let the record show that General Kearney of New York and Doyle 
of California are both present, being a quorum of the subcommittee 
of three. 

We will proceed, Mr. Arens, with the first witness. 

Mr. Arens. John Russo, kindly come forward. 

Mr. Doyir. Before I swear the witness, I want to say this: 

The committee appreciates the very good cooperation we have had 
from the listeners in the courtroom these three days. This is the last 
day we will be here. We know that every person in the courtroom 
realizes that they are guests of the committee, and we will anticipate 
and expect from everyone the same helpful cooperation that we have 
had these three days; so that there will be no outbursts and no inter- 
ruption of any kind. 

Thank you very much. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Marshal, would you kindly page John Russo? 

The Marsuau. John Russo. John Russo. 

No answer. 

Mr. Krarney. Call the next one. 

Mr. Arens. There is a possibility, Mr. Chairman, that Mr. Russo 
sau be confused on the time. As you know, we are starting early 
today. 

Is Mr. Roy Rogerson here? 
ne Rosrmnperc. Mr. Rogerson is expected here, sir. I represent 
aim. 

Mr. Arens. He may be in the same status. He may be confused. 
Weare starting early. 
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Mr. Rosrenserc. He is coming from New Bedford. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Marshal, call Benning Maskiewicz. 

The Marsuau. Mr. Maskiewicz, are you here? Benning Maskie- 
wicz? 

No answer. 

Mr. Arens. Armando Penha. 

Mr. Doyzn. I did not suppose this kind of wet weather would make 
New Englanders late or tardy when the gentleman from California is 
here on time, and a half hour earlier. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Penha has already been sworn. 


TESTIMONY OF ARMANDO PENHA—Resumed 


Mr. Arens. Mr. Penha, our purpose in recalling you this morning 
is to complete your testimony. As you know, over the course of the 
last two or three days we had so many witnesses that in our principal 
testimony we were able to cover only part of the area that we wanted 
to interrogate you about. 

I should like to invite your attention now, if you please, to the gen- 
eral subject of the Communist Party underground operation, and per- 
mit you, if you please, sir, to proceed at your own pace, to give us the 
details on that, in summary form, and also give us the names and a 
word of characterization of each person who to your certain knowl- 
edge, has in the recent past been engaged in the Communist Party 
underground. 

Mr. Penua. Yes, sir. 

Sir, I hope you will bear with me today. I feel much more ex- 
hausted as the days go by. So I will be a little slower, but at the same 
time I will get the point across. 

Mr. Arens. Perhaps it would be well if we would start, Mr. Penha, 
with the leadership of the underground in this area. 

Mr. Penna. Yes, sir. I would like to start with first Michael Russo. 
Michael Russo was district organizer, and was ordered to go com- 
pletely underground. 

Mr. Arens. About when was that ? 

Mr. Penna. That was approximately 1952. I would lke to state 
for the record that while Michael Russo was underground, one of his 
major tasks was to guide the semi-underground and so-called mouth- 
pieces of the party that were out in the open. He was the one that was 
given directives at all times. 

I would also like to state that while he was in the underground he 
changed his identity. I met him on several occasions. He used to 
use different places to meet and to sleep: Providence, Rhode Island, 
Attlebury, Greater Boston area, Martha’s Vineyard, et cetera. 

He, as I recall, had dyed his hair, grew a mustache, used glasses, 
wore a hat, which is something he never did, among other matters that 
he undertook to protect any possibility of disclosure of himself. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Penha, may I just ask you from the standpoint of 
elementary presentation, what is meant by “going underground”? 
What does that phrase carry with it from the standpoint of actual 
operations ? 

Mr. Penna. From the standpoint of actual operations, sir, it means 
that the party needs certain elements and outstanding members to be 
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out of circulation, so that they will not face possible arrest, as one of 
the cases. The other, that they are in a position to maneuver without 
being known as well. 

Mr. Arens. Now, who else to your certain knowledge in the recent 
past has been in the Communist Party in this area, in positions of 
leadership, first of all? 

Mr. Penna. Daniel Boone Schirmer, David Rosenberg, and Sidney 
Lipshires. I may add at this time, that the comrades were full- 
time paid functionaries while they were underground. 

Mr. Arens. What is the purpose of an ecietgtte ital operation by 
the Communist Party. 

Mr. Penna. The purpose of such activities is for those leaders to 
coordinate, direct and supervise the activities of colonization, infiltra- 
tion, mass agitation, and other activities. 

Mr. Arens. May I ask a naive question, to make the record a little 
clearer? Why do they go underground? Why don’t they do all this 
above ground ? 

Mr. Penna. Sir, with your kind permission I had this in mind 
since last night. I have been thrashing it around for some time. I 
would like if I may, not only to answer your question on that but to 
continue to use this term. In answer to your qustion, they went 
underground because the Communist Party is not a political party. 
It is a conspiracy. Secondly, I would like to ask you if I may, to 
refer to the Communist Party as a Communist conspiracy. I don’t 
think it is worthy of the name “party.” 

Mr. Arens. Kindly proceed at your own pace on a description of 
the underground operations in the New England area by the Com- 
munist conspiracy, and give us something of the techniques. 

Mr. Penua. I was wondering, sir, whether it would be an oppor- 
tune time, although I have stated in the past, I believe, the names of 
some of these individuals. 

Mr. Arens. Yes; that is what I should like to have you do, if you 
please. 

Mr. Penna. Thank you, sir. The following persons I am going 
to mention were known to me during the entire eight years, as secret 
members of the Communist conspiracy. 

Mr. Arens. They were in the underground, is that correct ? 

Mr. Penua. That is correct, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Proceed now, if you please, at your own pace. 

Mr. Prenua. In one form or another they aided or abetted—they 
just followed the instructions of the top leadership, which I referred 
to before. 

Incidentally, before I get into these names, Michael Russo, for ex- 
ample, had code names while he was underground; Sidney Lipshires, 
also, which only a few of us knew. 

Mr. Arrens. Proceed, if you please, sir. 

Mr. Penna. Nathaniel Shelman. He was a colonizer for the pur- 
poses of colonizing the Aerovox Corporation, New Bedford, Mass., 
working from within, as instructed by the district. Andie Shelman, 
his wife, also a colonizer. She was very effective in establishing so- 
called Communist fronts along with other activities. She was very 
active in the New England Citizens Concerned for Peace, the New 
Bedtord Peace Committee, the Progressive Party and other activities. 
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Mr. Arens. Now, when you were talking about individuals in the 
underground, you do not mean necessarily that they obliterated their 
above-ground activities, do you? 

Mr. Penna. Absolutely not, sir. That is why I referred to them 
as secret members. 

Mr. Arens. In other words, a person whom you may be discuss- 
ing, would have an open Communist Party activity, be perhaps an 
organizer or do any one of a number of things, propaganda and the 
like, above ground, but at the same time be operating in another phase 
of his life underground; is that correct ? 

Mr. Penna. That is absolutely correct, sir. And further, his in- 
structions were known to him or to her as coming directly or indirectly 
from the underground officials. 

Arnold Schwartz, colonizer at the Wamsutta Mills. 

Rosaline Schwartz, also another colonizer, his wife, who also par- 
ticipated in many of the fronts. 

Geoffrey White. I think it is important to bear with me a second 
to get straight just on this particular person, because he is typical of 
many of the comrades that are colonizers. J think it was illustrated 
here in the person of Arnold Schwartz, but I would rather just talk 
about Geoffery White at the present. That is a person, as intelligent 
as he is, a Harvard graduate, a person who became imbedded in com- 
munism, a hard-core Communist, who would stop at nothing to follow 
the party line and accept party discipline, went into industry, an 
industrial plant in Rhode Island, to work; subsequently he went to 
the South, again as a colonizer. 

I may also add that Geoffrey White while in the role of a colo- 
nizer—and I think this is the important thing—he was able to reach 
the minds of the workers by being the editor of the paper in the plant. 

He also was able to recruit at least two party members, to my 
knowledge; one Anthony DiBiase; the other, Jerry DiBiase. 

The next person, Manuel Rego. Manuel Rego from Fairhaven, 
Mass., a long-standing Communist member, who was several years 
ago put on ice. By that I mean that he was put on ice because of the 
fact that no other member in the party except those very close to the 
leadership were to know that he was not to be tied into the Com- 
munist conspiracy any longer. 

The purpose of that was we were to use his home for secret meet- 
ings, which we did many times. 

Frank Mello, Massachusetts. Again, the use of his home on an 
identical basis as the previously mentioned Communist. 

Mr. Arens, Mr. Penha, may I suggest if you have already in your 
testimony identified a person who is in the underground, it would not 
be necessary to characterize him, but just mention his name again and 
proceed to the next name. 

Mr. Penna. Thank you, sir. Alex Leith, the so-called “brain” 
within the UE for the Communist Party, in charge of agitation and 
propaganda, an expert. He was sent out to the Square D strike 
for the party, not to settle the strike, but to create more agitation. 

He also took part in other areas in New England on the same basis. 

Walter Barry, from New York City, national coordinator of the 
National Textile Commission, a hard-core Communist. 

Douglas Perry—I believe I could speak on this conspirator for 
hours if we had the time. 


COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE NEW ENGLAND AREA 2391 


Robert Goodwin, very fortunately for our country that while he 
performed his duties as a colonizer within the GE plant in Lynn, he 
was exposed and, subsequently, he was either forced to resign or he 
was fired. However, he did take a very active part in the Metals 
Commission activities in the party after that. 

Robert Handman, national coordinator or chairman of the National 
Texile Commission, New York City, a former colonizer himself in 
the South, a hard-core disciplined Communist. 

Maud Russell from New York City, a specialist in Far East publica- 
tions, going through the country at many times in many areas, just 
to raise the question of peace, peace for China, not for the United 
States. 

Arthur Macedo, New Bedford, Mass. His home was also used for 
the purposes of a mail drop, that is, secret party documents that were 
sent to me, which I believe you gentlemen have one of the envelopes 
of, at his home, in order that I would be able to get it without the 
authorities knowing anything about it. 

Kitty Heck, a member of the District Committee, imported from 
another state to work in this area, to maintain discipline and to act 
as a courier. 

There were many techniques used in the underground apparatus. 
I believe it would take too long of our time, unfortunately, so I will 
just attempt to touch the highlights of some of them. 

Mr. Arens. Was Harold Lewengrub in the underground? 

Mr. Penna. Yes, sir; I had his name on another list here which 
I was going to raise. He was a driver and courier for the party. 

Mr. Arens. Now, I should like, if we have concluded with a general 
outline on the underground, to invite your attention to an area in 
which you have not previously testified, namely, the front groups in 
the New England area, which were controlled by the Communist 
Party. Would you please indicate each of several of these front 
groups and tell us the names of the comrades who were at the throttle 
in those groups. 

Mr. Penna. Yes, sir. First of all I would like to say in respect 
to front organizations, they more or less constitute one of the most 
popular and effective tactics of the party, to reach people in the 
broad scale. At the same time it is a means of bringing the party 
line to the public in such a form that they are not aware of it. 

I believe an important phase that I should at this time state before 
I go on to the names is that members who are in such front organiza- 
tions—and that is, members of the Communist conspiracy—gain ex- 
perience in leadership and show whether or not they can take party 
discipline, so that they may be prepared for the future. It is a good 
proving ground in so far as the party is concerned. 

Mr. Arrns. So this record may reflect an elementary definition of a 
front group, what do you mean by a Communist front group? 

Mr. Penna. By a Communist front group, sir, I mean a group 
that either is developed by the Communist Party, that is, originated 
by it, or one that the party gets into and eventually takes control 
of. 

Mr. Arens. May I inquire as to the purpose of the Communist 
Party in either creating front groups or in undertaking to take over 
an existing organization and make it subject to the will of the party ? 
What is the objective of the party in doing that ? 
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Mr. Penna. They have several objectives, sir. One which I think 
is very elementary in the party but at the same time very pertinent, 
is that they utilize these front organizations for the purposes of at- 
tempting to see that the party continues to be legalized; in other 
words, to fight committees, such as this one here, in all forms and 
shapes, to fight particularly immigration laws that are pending or 
that have been pending in the past. 

Mr. Arrns. Does the party use front groups for the purpose of 
disseminating the Communist Party line? 

Mr. Penna. That is right, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Does the party use front groups for the purpose of 
undertaking to engender at the crossroads a sentiment for the purpose 
of creating pressure on the Congress on specific issues? 

Mr. Penna. That, sir, I will make in reference to those various 
sections of the immigration laws. That is what I actually had refer- 
ence to, sir. From my experience, they did it and they did a wonder- 
ful job at it. 

Mr. Arens. Does the party use front groups for the purpose of 
funneling. funds from dupes and others of that variety into the party 
coffers, or for party purposes? 

Mr. Pensa. My experience has been, sir, that it has secured many 
times money collected by so-called party fronts. First, in my expe- 
rience, a great proportion of it was put into the party and then the 
rest placed in the fronts. 

Mr. Arens. What kind of a facade does the front group operate 
behind? What kind of names do they pick out for the organizations, 
in order to trap the unwary ? 

Mr. Penna. I shall list a few that I recall. I respectfully ask you 
to bear with me as in the eight years I cannot recall too many of them, 
but I do have some here that I made notes of. 

The New England Citizens Concerned for Peace. 

Mr. Arens. The New England Citizens Concerned for Peace. That 
isa very laudable-sounding name. 

Mr. Penua. Who isn’t for peace? That is what the Communists 
Say. 
\ir. Argens. Now, tell us about that organization, and who ran it 
and for what purposes. 

Mr. Prenua. The purposes of that committee were for just one 
thing and one thing only—put pressure on Congress against UMT. 

Mr. Arens. UMT—Universal Military Training? 

Mr. Penna. That is correct, sir. The Korean War they felt was not 
to the advantage of the comrades in China and at the same time it 
offered them the opportunity to undermine and harass our public 
officials in the Government at large. 

Mr. Arrens. Was the New England Citizens Concerned for Peace 
controlled by the Communist conspiracy ? 

Mr. Penna. There is no doubt whatsoever in my mind about it, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Who were these people in the conspiracy who con- 
trolled the organization ? 

Mr. Penna. Sir, before I answer that question, I would like to say 
this: 

In many organizations, as you are well aware, throughout the coun- 
try, party tactics are not to have the figurehead as a Communist. 
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It would defeat its purpose. But rather, to have Communists in key 
positions to do the job well. 

In the New England Citizens Concerned for Peace, Florence Tam- 
sky, from the Boston area, was very effective. 

Ir. Kearney. Is she a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Penna. I beg your pardon, sir? 

Mr. Kearney. Isshe a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Penna. At all times that I knew her she was a member of the 
party, yes, sir. 

Mr. Krarnery. I wish when you mention these persons, you would 
state whether or not they were members of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Penua. Sir, I shall only mention 

Mr. Arens. Let us have a blanket understanding that you will not 
identify here on this record today any person who was not, to your 
certain knowledge known to be a hard-core member of the Communist 
conspiracy. 

Mr. Penna. May I say that was just what I was going to answer 
the Congressman. 

Mary Figueirido, from New Bedford. 

Frances Hood, that is Otis Hood’s wife. 

Jean Bellefeuille. I would like to take a moment just to more or 
less show the tactics of the party. 

Mr. Arens. Would you hesitate a moment until we see if we have 
aright spelling. Is that J-e-a-n B-e-]-l-e-f-e-u-i-l-l-e? 

Mr. Penna. Yes, sir. He is from Whitman, Mass. I would like 
a point out in the person of Jean how the party operates within a 

ront. 

The party in advance, when they held its conference here in Boston, 
arranged different types of panels, that is, labor panels and others of 
the like. I attended the labor panel. The chairman of that panel 
was Jean. 

Needless to say he conducted the party line as chairman of that 
panel. That is what I mean by exercising their control in such or- 
ganizations and in key positions. 

Mr. Arens. May I suggest we turn to another front organization ? 

Mr. Penna. The New Bedford Peace Committee. 

Mr. Arens. That again has a very fine-sounding name. Everybody 
is for peace. Tell us about that organization and about persons who, 
to your certain knowledge were in control of that organization. 

Mr. Penna. I may add first that I was in complete charge of the 
New Bedford Peace Committee. However, I did not participate in 
it. I had other activities. My job was to see that the New Bedford 
Peace Committee did promote war, not peace. 

Rozlyn Fishman, one of the key members of this committee—pres- 
ently she is in Connecticut. 

Edward Texeira, who, incidentally, represented the New England 
Citizens Concerned for Peace in New Bedford. I would like to take 
one moment here, sir, I think it is very important for all of us. We 
have been speaking about nationality groups and minorities. I think 
we should give the greatest gratitude and compliments to the Negro 
Elks Order in Boston. Edward Texeira was instructed to infiltrate 
that organization. He did, and these distinguished members of this 
order somehow, somewhere, were aware of it after a time, that he did 
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some damage, and they subsequently expelled him, which shows that 
99 percent at least of the Negro people are against communism. 

Rosaline Schwartz was in that same committee. 

Mr. Arens. She was in the New Bedford Peace Committee? 

Mr. Penna. That is correct, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Is there another front organization which has been 
operating in the New England area which to your certain knowledge 
has been and is controlled by the Communist conspiracy ? 

Mr. Penna. The New Bedford Committee to Fight Unemployment. 

Mr. Arens. There again we find a very laudable name—to fight un- 
employment. Tell us about that organization and the leadership of 
the organization. 

Mr. Penna. Well, first of all, this organization was set up at a meet- 
ing which took place with Sidney Lipshires, the district organizer, 
myself, and then subsequent meetings which we invited Douglas Perry 
to attend. Ironically, it started off as such a committee for unemploy- 
ment, but where the party saw it was not getting too effective, we 
switched it over to the New Bedford Surplus Commitee, so you can see 
the tactics of the party. 

Mr. Dorr. Did you change the name of the committee ? 

Mr. Penna. It was sort of a subcommittee. 

Mr. Arens. Who ran the committee ? 

Mr. Penna. It was in the responsibility of Douglas Perry, Roy 
Rogerson, and Olga Garezynski. 

Mr. Arens. All of whom have been known by you to a certainty 
as members of the conspiracy, is that correct ? 

Mr. Prenwa. That is correct, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Is there another committee or organization which has 
been controlled by the Communist eat in this area which to your 
certain knowledge is a Communist front? 

Mr. Penna. The Massachusetts Committee for the Bill of Rights. 

Mr. Arens. Here again we see, do we not, Mr. Penha, a very laud- 
able, lofty title? 

Mr. Penna. Sir, this committee was established for only one pur- 
pose, and that was to put all the pressure within its command, of the 
Communist conspiracy, to do away with the State Sedition Law, which 
I believe was passed in 1919 in Massachusetts, the 1951 law which out- 
lawed the party in Massachusetts, the Smith Act, the McCarran Act, 
and Immigration Acts—numerous acts, everything, in other words, 
that was anti-Communist, in order to preserve the legal status of the 
party. 

Mr. Arens. Would you kindly tell us the names of those persons 
who controlled the organization, who to your certain knowledge are 
members of the conspiracy ? 

Mr. Penna. Nathaniel Mills, Florence Luscomb, Mary Carlson, 
Herbert Zimmerman—these are just a few of them. 

Mr. Arens. Is there another organization operating in the New 
England area which to your certain knowledge is controlled by the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. Penna. Another past committee is the Boston Committee to 
Secure Clemency for the Rosenbergs. 

Mr. Aruns. The Rosenbergs were Julius and Ethe] Rosenberg who 
were executed for treasonable acts; 1s that correct ? 

Mr. Penna. That is correct, sir. 
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Mr. Arens. Kindly tell us the members known by you to be Com- 
munists, who were in control of that organization ? 

Mr. Penua. I would say by and large, practically all of the peo- 
ple whom I have mentioned in the Boston area, and the other com- 
mittees were active in this one. 

Herman Tamsky was one of the head ones, but the others by and 
large were very active in it. However, I would like just to raise one 
point here: 

In New Bedford we were very active for the Rosenberg affair. The 
party took advantage of the fact that the Pope made an appeal of 
some kind for clemency. As a result I worked closely with several 
people, that is, non-Communists, non-Communist Party people, many 
of them dupes, but one in particular, I do not wish to mention her 
name, because I will only mention Communist conspirators; however, 
this person was so fully convinced upon my various meetings with her 
to the extent that she sent a telegram to President Eisenhower offer- 
ing her life in exchange for the Rosenbergs. 

Mr. Arens. Is there another organization which has been con- 
trolled by the Communist Party in the New England area, to your 
certain knowledge, and if so please give us the names of the comrades 
in charge of the operation ? 

Mr. Penna. Progressive Party of Massachusetts. Walter O’Brien, 
who was the chairman of the Progressive Party in the State of Mas- 
sachusetts. 

Sam Appel, who was in charge for the Fall River area. Rosaline 
Schwartz, for the New Bedford area. 

Mr. Arens. Is there another front organization ? 

Mr. Penna. Freedom of the Press Committee. 

Mr. Arens. That is a very laudable title, is it not, to have freedom 
of the press ? 

Mr. Penna. You know, sir, that is one thing that has always 
baffled me. Even though I became a top leader in the Communist 
Party, I couldn’t understand where the word “Freedom” came in in 
that Press situation. 

Mr. Kearney. Let me ask you this question with reference to this 
committee for freedom of the press: 

Were any of these individuals who were on this committee members 
of the press themselves? 

Mr. Penna. Sir, to my knowledge, the meetings that I attended of 
the Freedom of the Press Committee, I never met one that was not 
a Communist conspirator. 

Mr. Karner. In other words, the average hard-working member 
of the press had nothing to do with this committee at all, did he? 

Mr. Penna. He would have no way of getting into the place. He 
would not know where the place of meeting was, to start with. He 
would not know just who to see and if he was fortunate to get 
through those two stages, he would never be fortunate enough to sit 
down and have the privilege, as they have here. 

Mr. Arens. Is there another organization which, to your cer- 
tain knowledge, has been controlled by the Communist conspiracy ? 

Mr. Penna. The Labor Youth League. 

Mr. Arens. That is the successor organization to the American 
Youth for Democracy; is it not? 
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Mr. Penna. The American Youth for Democracy; that is right, sir. 
The Labor Youth League is nothing more than young Communists. 

When they have been properly indoctrinated, when the party has 
felt that they are ready to accept assignments and discipline, then 
they are promoted into the Communist conspiracy. 

John Russo has been the head of it; and Ann White, of Providence, 
Rhode Island, is responsible for that area. 

Joan Lipshires was for a time in charge throughout the New 
England area for it, too. 

Mr. Arens. Is there another organization known by you to be con- 
trolled by the Communist conspiracy in the New England area? 

Mr. Penna. There is very unfortunately the Clube Alianca Liberal 
Portuguesa. 

I say very unfortunately, because, as I stated the first day, less than 
one percent of the people of Portuguese extraction in the New Bedford 
area—and I am sure this is true elsewhere—are anti-Communist. 

Mr. Arens. Perhaps you could help us on our record by spelling the 
title of that organization. 

Mr. Pena. C-l-u-b-e A-l-i-a-n-c-a Liberal would be the same as 
English, and actually Portuguesa, which you can say Portuguese, 
which is—it is the same. 

Mr. Arens. You said a moment ago, if my recollection serves me 
correctly, that a very high percentage of them were not anti-Com- 
munist. You mean they weve anti-Communist, do you not? 

Mr. Penna. If I said that, I did that with— 

Mr. Arens. A slip of the tongue? 

Mr. Penna. I thought I did say “anti-Red,” I think. If you read 
that back I am quite sure I did. 

Mr. Arens. I want to be quite sure the record is straight on that. 

Mr. Penna. There is no doubt in my mind on that, sir. 

Mr. Arrens. Now kindly give us the names of the principal leaders 
of this organization who to your certain knowledge are Communists? 

Mr. Penna. The leader in this club is John Cordeiro who happens 
to be the father-in-law of Douglas Perry. He has held official posi- 
tions on the club. There are other persons in the club who were in 
the past Communist members, but as I stated before, I would only 
mention those as being in the party during my time, even though they 
have admitted to me and to district officials, that they were party 
members. I will not reveal them unless ordered to. 

Mr. Arrns. How many members are there in the club? 

Mr. Penna. I would say between 65 to 80. 

Mr. Arens. And how many of those members are Communists? 

Mr. Penna. One. 

Mr. Arens. And does the Communist Party control the policy of 
the club, notwithstanding the overwhelming majority who are not 
Communists? 

Mr. Penna. Absolutely, sir. That club has had during the past 
years persons like Elizabeth Gurley Flynn speaking there, Nat Mills, 
Joseph Figueiredo, Anne Burlak Timpson, Eulalia Figueiredo, and, 
of course, myself, at that time. 

Oh, I would like to make a correction here, sir. That club has an 
auxiliary, a woman’s auxiliary. Mary Figueirido was a member of 
that auxiliary, and she held also official positions. 


COMMUNIST ACTIVITES IN THE NEW ENGLAND AREA 2397 


Mr. Arrns. Are there any other organizations operating in the New 
England area which to your certain knowledge are controlled by the 
Communist conspiracy ? 

Mr. PENnHA. oe I am sure there are more. My memory at the 
present 

Mr. Arens. May I suggest for consideration by yourself the organ- 
ization, Save Our Sons Committee. 

What was the purpose of that organization, and was it controlled 
by the conspiracy ? 

Mr. Penua. It was absolutely controlled, sir. The purpose of that 
was again another technique that the party devised in order to put 
across its propaganda and its party line which otherwise would not 
be possible. 

Mr. Arens. Who headed the committee? It was headquartered in 
Chicago, was it not? 

Mr. Penna. That is correct, sir. Iam trying to think of the name. 

Mr. Arens. Then there was a unit here; 1s that correct ? 

Mr. Penna. Yes; the unit here is what I am trying to think of. 

Mr. Arens. Could you tell us about another organization, the Amer- 
ican Committee for Protection of Foreign Born? 

Mr. Penna. I don’t know how I missed that one. The American 
Comiuittee for Protection of Foreign Born. 

What can I say about this committee—it is the number one, the right 
arm of the Communist Party in developing its tactic of mass agita- 
tion, propaganda, and defending the legal status of the party. 

Mr. Armns. Did you know that we in our committee, in the course 
of the last year, have uncovered 200 organizations which the American 
Committee for Protection of Foreign Born has itself created? We call 
these, fronts in front of the front. Two hundred organizations in 
fifteen key states, created by the Communist conspiracy with all kinds 
of high-sounding names, all for the avowed purpose or for the secret 
purpose, at least, of bringing pressure on the Congress of the United 
States to emasculate the Immigration and Nationality Act, popularly 
known as the Walter-McCarran Act. 

Mr. Dorxe. Mr. Arens, I think my recollection is correct, in connec- 
tion with that committee for the protection of the foreign born. 

We have heard sworn testimony, uncontradicted, that that commit- 
tee in certain states has as its executive, fulltime, salary-paid officials, 
members of the Communist Party, who have been convicted in our 
highest court in violation of the Smith Act. 

Mr. Arens. Yes, sir; and the head of that committee is Abner 
Green, international Cominform agent. 

Mr. Penna. I may add in this area, Olive Sutton has been respon- 
eek the activities of that committee. She is the wife of Alex 
Leith. 

I would like to raise an interesting point here on the American 
Committee for Protection of Foreign Born. 

During the time of Eulalia’s arrest, we had, as I recall, about three 
committees working, one the American Committee for Protection of 
Foreign Born, the other one, as you are well aware, the National 
Women’s Appeal For the Rights of Foreign Born Americans, which 
is another branch of the same group, and the other one the Commit- 
tee—I don’t recall the exact words of it, but something like New 
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Bedford committee to help Eulalia Figueiredo, something like that, 
which again was instructed by the party, as a branch of the American 
Committee for Protection of Foreign Born. 

Mr. Arens. In addition to the front groups—and I know a 
number of others that you have told us about, and we will not take 
time to explore them on this public record—have the comrades been 
under instruction to penetrate and undertake to influence legitimate 
organizations within the New England area? 

Mr. Penna. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Can you give us two or three illustrations of that? 

Mr. Penua. Well, I think a few minutes ago I jumped the gun on 
one, and that was the Negro Elks Order here in Boston. That was a 
legitimate organization, which a party colonizer was to infiltrate. 
Fortunately for the Chapter, they didn’t succeed as well. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Penha, I should like to ask you for just a word, 
from the standpoint of clarifying the record, on the use of member- 
ship cards by the conspiracy. Mr. Williams will lay before you a copy 
of a document which you have submitted to us previously, and ask 
you to kindly identify that document. 

(Document handed to the witness.) 

Mr. Penna. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Give us a word of characterization of that document, 
please, an explanation of it. 

Mr. Penna. This, sir, much to the surprise of the rank and file 
Communist, was one of the systems that the top leadership in New 
England used for the purpose of registration. 

On this card there would be certain information that would be 
pertinent to the party. Unaware to the member he would give it 
without knowing that the organizer was going to put it on here be- 
cause no record was supposed to be kept. 

Mr. Arens. In other words the party itself has its own information 
system ; is that correct ? 

Mr. Penna. It has a very airtight one, too, I may say. 

Mr. Doyrze. Is there any address on that card where it is to be filed 
or registered ? 

Mr. Penna. Absolutely not, sir. 

I should, if you would like, to just raise some points that are on 
the card, along each line: 

Section for code name; age; sex; Negro; occupation; Union; Mass 
organizations—what they mean by this is the front organizations and 
legitimate organizations that they can possibly infiltrate. In-club 
that means whether a party member belongs to an industrial club 
or community club, Then it has SW, DW. That means whether or 
not he takes the Sunday Worker or the Daily Worker, whether di- 
rectly or indirectly. 

Mr. Dore. In other words, that which you have read is printed 
right on the card ? 

Mr. Penna. Thatisright onthecard. That is made by the district. 

Incidentally, sir, I would like also to point out that on the back 
of the card you will see Number 19 in red. This was known as Regis- 
tration Code Number 19 in the district. Please don’t ask me how 
I have it in my hands, and they were not able to find out what hap- 
pened to it, for security reasons of techniques. 
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Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that the docu- 
ment which has just been identified by the witness be appropriately 
marked and incorporated by reference in this record. 

Mr. Doyte. It will be so marked and incorporated in the record. 

(Document marked “Penha Exhibit No. 6” and retained in com- 
mittee files. ) 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Penha, I understand that there are names of a 
dozen or so people who to your certain knowledge have been in the 
apparatus in each of several general categories, and I should like you 
to kindly proceed with your identification and characterization of each 
of those several persons, so that you may complete your testimony. 

Mr. Penna. Tillie Texeira. She is the wife of Edward Texeira. 
She was very active in the Boston area with the meat packers union. 
That is where she exerted her imfluence and control under party 
directives. 

Peggy Schirmer, Daniel Boone Schirmer’s wife. 

Alice Mills, wife of Nathanial Mills from Lynn. 

Louis Johnson from Colorado, who came to this area and partici- 
pated in party defense activity. I believe at the present he is back 
in Colorado. 

Pearl Russo, wife of Mike Russo. 

Bonita Russo, very active in the Labor Youth League and subse- 
quently married its leader, John Russo. 

David Lubell. I believe it would be beneficial if I gave the other 
brother, because the information in the identification area coincides 
completely with both of them, in order to save time. 

Jonathan Lubell. I first met with them some time in the early part 
of 1952, I believe it was January or February, at a secret meeting 
which was held in Dorchester, with these two brothers, who inci- 
dentally are twins. 

Mike Russo and myself met with them. On the agenda was the 
matter of agitation and propaganda and influence of college students 
in this area. I would like to raise this point. 

Both of these twins were Harvard students at the time, and or- 
ganizers for the party at the same time. They had influence, as I 
recall, they reported, in the following colleges or universities, that is, 
within the student bodies—I am not referring to the faculties. 

Mr. Arens. Did you know over in Lawrence, Massachusetts, Tony 
Passaretti ? 

Mr. Penna. I did, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Did you know him as a comrade? 

Mr. Penna. I certainly did. 

Mr. Arens. Tell us a word about him, please, sir. 

Mr. Penna. Tony is a section organizer for Lawrence area. 

Mr. Arens. Is he active? 

Mr. Arens. He has been active, but in the last few years has some- 
what slowed down the pace. He has a lot of pressure put on him 
by the party to step it up. 

Mr. Kearney. You say he lives in Lawrence? 

Mr. Arens. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Penna. That is correct, sir. 

Mr. Kearney. At the present time? 
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Mr. Penna. I would not say exactly at the present time because they 
could have changed in the last 24 hours or so. 

Mr. Kearney. You have named other individuals, have you not, 
who are members of the party, living in the city of Lawrence? 

Mr. Penna. I have here to identify, sir—I don’t recall any other. 
What you have in mind, sir, is when I identified the New England 
District Committee I placed Tony Passaretti in there as being a mem- 
ber of the New England District Committee, from Lawrence. I think 
that is where your recollection stems from. 

Incidentally, on these twin brothers there was an amount of $150 
turned over as dues collected, to Mike Russo at that meeting. Fifteen 
students from Harvard had paid their dues and six from MIT. 

Mr. Arens. What year was that? Could you help us in that, please 
sir? 

Mr. Penna. That was in the very early part of 1952. I would like 
to say if I may at this time, I do know that they are practicing law to- 
day, I believe, in the New York area. I think that it is the duty of the 
New York Bar Association to call both of these conspirators before 
the bar and direct them to answer the question whether or not they 
have been conspirators, because I think it is a disgrace to the legal 
profession to have such persons in it. 

Martha Stone, National Committee member. 

Emil Asher. At the time, he was in New Jersey, he attended 
with George Sheldrick one of the National Textile Commission meet- 
ings. Incidentally he isthe husband of Martha Stone. 

Phil Bineau, UE organizer. 

Eileen Breen, Scituate, Mass. Her home has been used for secret 
meetings. She has been very active in the various Communist fronts 
that I have mentioned. She is also the mother of Joan Lipshires. 

Barbara Rosenkrants, the wife of Paul Rosenkrants. She was at 
one time section organizer for Springfield area. 

Carl Carlson, Scituate, Mass. I believe I established his wife as be- 
ing in the party, a few minutes ago, Mary Carlson. 

I would like to take one minute on another technique of the party. 

The Carlson’s had a home which they were renovating. They 
wanted a new heating system. It came to the attention of 
Sidney Lipshires. At that time I was employed at Simon’s Supply 
Company. Sidney Lipshires came to me and said, “What is the possi- 
bility of buying all the implements that are necessary for a heating 
system from beginning to end, the whole works at wholesale price for 
Comrade Carlson? He will come down and pick it up. 

“And, as a result of that, the difference between the retail price, he 
will give it to the party.” 

I said I would go along with it provided—One, I could obtain 
permission from my employers without revealing anything what- 
soever to do with the Communist conspiracy; that I was doing this as 
a personal friend or relative. 

Secondly, if New Bedford would be credited with that quota, be- 
cause we all had quotas to meet. 

They did agree on that and subsequently that was done and we got 
the difference between the cost of the retail and wholesale. 

Here is another device and technique that the party uses in getting 
money, too. 
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Edmund Izzo, originally from Lawrence, but then in the Boston 
area for some time. 

Dr. Abe Cohen, from Quincy. The gentleman—and I don’t know 
why I say “gentleman,” was in charge of the first subleadership group 
in 1951, in the district—I believe October of ’51. 

Bess Jones, Boston area. 

Sir, there are many other names but I think we just can’t keep up 
on names. 

Mr. Arens. You have, of course, been in session with us extensively, 
both in executive session and in the numerous consultations. I wanted 
the public record here to reflect those additional names of persons who 
to your certain knowledge have been in each of several categories in 
the conspiracy in the last few years. 

Mr. Penna. Yes, sir; Lappreciate it, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Now, Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest, in view of 
the fact we have two or three other witnesses we want to hear this 
morning before the recess, that we conclude the staff interrogation of 
this witness. 

I respectfully suggest for obvious reasons, that this witness be 
maintained under a continuing subpena for an indefinite period of 
time, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Doytz. That will be the order and direction. 

Mr. Penna. Sir, may I just make two observations, if I may, Mr. 
Chairman ? 

Mr. Dortz. Yes. 

Mr, Penna. Mr. Chairman, I would appreciate it. Thank you very 
much. 

First of all, I would appreciate deeply if this committee in some way 
or another could instruct, request or direct the United States Marshal 
to subpena the mimeograph machine in my home. It would further 
decrease that much more propaganda that the party would put out. 
Otherwise I am powerless. I will have to turn it over to them if they 
demand it. 

Another thing that I would like to raise is that during the course 
of these hearings, in my humble opinion, although I know you gentle- 
men are doing a tremendous job, one that is subject to harassment and 
a lot of sacrifice, I think this committee deserves not only my con- 
gratulations but the country’s. I donot know of any committee or any 
subcommittee in the entire Congress that can match it. I am ver 
proud of each and every one of you that I have been associated with 
since January and subsequently, since I came here. 

I also would like to at this time speak in reference to the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation. 

They are what you might call my employers. They, I believe, merit 
the highest praise that any possible human being can give. Other than 
this committee, I do not know of any organization that can match or 
in any way compete in this fight against communism. Many Ameri- 
cans can go to bed at night, sleeping in peace, because its agents have 
fulfilled their jobs very well. They have treated me very, very well. 
I have learned much from them. I have respected them. I think in 
the person of J. Edgar Hoover and all of his agents—and I would not 
like to mention any of them for fear of leaving any one out, that they 
are very deserving, every single one of them. 
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Lastly, and I do not know if I am out of order—if I am, please 
correct me—but through my experiences in the party I feel that in 
some of the laws there are some loopholes. I am sure you gentlemen 
are aware of that, but the suggestions I have here are based on party 
experience. 

I would like to propose that either I would turn them over or I would 
read them, one way or the other. 

Mr. Arrens. You, of course, have discussed each one of these with us 
in consultations, Mr. Penha? 

Mr. Penna. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. I suggest for purposes of the public record you might 
quickly allude to each of several of them. We have been most grateful 
to you for your suggestions, observations, and comments on that score 
in private consultations. Would you just proceed for a few minutes, 
and touch on them for the public record ? 

Mr. Penna. Yes, I will. Then that will conclude my talk. 

Mr. Arens. Thank you. 

Mr. Prenua. It should be considered an offense for anyone who 
should sign the loyalty oath, or subsequently has resigned from the 
Communist Party, that is, on that day or the day before, and subse- 
quently is readmitted into the party the following day after he signs— 
a practice in the party. That should be deemed an offense. 

Mr. Arrens. Mr. Penha, I wonder if you, in view of the time element, 
could summarize in just a second or two the general nature of your 
suggestions, all of which we have in our files and will give careful con- 
sideration to. 

Mr. Penna. All right sir. One is in reference not only to false 
names, but relative to educational and occupational background in 
applications, such as in the case as we saw yesterday on Schwartz. I 
think there is a loophole there, because colonizers utilize that. 

I think our immigration officials should be in foreign countries at 
the point of origin, where under our quota system an immigrant wants 
to come into this countrry, that officer should know something about 
his background. That is another method of the party getting people 
in here. 

Mr. Arens. You have seen, and we have discussed with you the prin- 
cipal provisions of H. R. 9937, have we not, Mr. Penha? 

Mr. Penna. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. What are your observations on that bill, on the basis 
of your background and experience? 

Mr. Penna. I think it is excellent. All I can say, sir, is that I wish 
that every American would write in to his Congressman demanding, 
not requesting, but demanding that every single section be inserted, 
and that it become law. It is one of the key elements that we need in 
order to airtight the Communist conspiracy network. 

Mr. Argens. Mr. Penha, I regret to be obliged to conclude with you 
here, but as you know, we are pressed for time. On _ behalf 
of the staff we do want to publicly as we have privately, express our 
deep appreciation to you, our admiration, for the work which you have 
done, not alone in connection with this committee, but basically, to 
serve your Nation. 

That will conclude the staff interrogation, if you please, Mr. Chair- 
man. 
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Mr. Dortz. Thank you again, Mr. Penha. And your recommenda- 
tions on legislation are especially appropriate because of your experi- 
ence, and of course, under the law, and our charter, we are duty bound 
to make a study and an investigation of every possible improvement in 
Federal legislation in the field of subversive activities. 

So we know you will continue to give the benefit of your knowledge 
in this field to our staff and our committee. 

Thank you and best wishes to your family as well as to you. 

Mr. Penna. Thank you very kindly, Congressman. You have been 
a tremendous help. 

Mr. Doyitx. Mr. Arens, while I continue the subpena of this wit- 
ness in effect to an indefinite period, I meant to announce yesterday, 
that we are also continuing for an indefinite period the subpena of Mrs. 
Foster, who testified yesterday as a former FBI agent, and so that will 
be the order; that that subpena also be continued in full force and 
effect for an indefinite period. 

Do you have your next witness? 

Mr. Arens. If you please, Mr. Chairman, Mr. Roy Rogerson. 
Kindly come forward and remain standing while the chairman ad- 
ministers an oath to you. 

Mr. Doytr. Mr. Rogerson, if you please, raise your right hand and 
be sworn. 

Do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Rogerson. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Doytr. Thank you. 


TESTIMONY OF ROY ROGERSON, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
ALLAN R. ROSENBERG 


Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself by name, residence, and 
occupation. 

Mr. Rocrrson. My name is Roy Rogerson. My address is 41 Syca- 
more Street, New Bedford, Massachusetts. 

_Mr. Arens. Your occupation? I don’t believe we got that, please, 
sir. 

Mr. Rocerson. I work in the Morse Twist Drill and my occupation 
isa pickler. 

Mr. Arens. You are appearing today, Mr. Rogerson, in response 
to a subpena which was served upon you by the House Committee on 
Un-American Activities? 

Mr. Rogerson. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. And you are represented by counsel ? 

Mr. Rocrrson. Iam. 

Mr. Arens. Counsel, kindly identify yourself. 

Mr. Rosrenzere. Allan R. Rosenberg, 209 Washington Street, 
Boston. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Rogerson, are you an officer in UE Local 277? 
Mr. Rogerson. Iam not. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever been an officer in UE Local 277? 

Mr. Rocrrson. Not that I recall. 

Mr. Arens. Have you been active in UE Local 277? 

Mr. Rocrrson. Asof late? What do you mean by “active”? 

Mr. Arens. Are you a member of the local ? 
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Mr. Rocerson. I am a member of Local 277. 

Mr. Arens. How long have you been in Local 277 ? 

Mr. Rogerson. Since its inception. I believe it is in 1941. Iam not 
sure of the date. 

Mr. Arens. Have you held any post or office in UE? 

Mr. Roarrson. I believe I was an executive board member a num- 
ber of years ago. 

Mr. Arens. Are you now or have you ever been a member of the 
Communist Party? 

Mr. Rocerson. I take my privileges of the first amendment—first 
and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Arens. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Rogerson. I take my privileges on the first and fifth amend- 
ments. 

Mr. Argens. The gentleman who preceded you to the witness stand, 
Armando Penha, testified under oath that he knew you as a member 
of the Communist Party and cited a number of your activities in the 
Communist Party. We should like to give you an opportunity now 
to deny those allegations about yourself while you are under oath. 
Do you care to avail yourself of that opportunity ? 

Mr. Rogerson. I take my privileges on the first and fifth amend- 
ments. 

Mr. Arens. Did you ever run for public office ? 

Mr. Rogerson. First and fifth amendments. I decline to answer. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever been a leader in the Progressive Party in 
this vicinity ? 

Mr. Rocerson. I decline to answer ; same grounds. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that will con- 
clude the staff interrogation of this witness. 

Mr. Doytr. General Kearney. 

Mr. Kearney. I have no questions. 

Mr. Doyte. I have one question, Witness. 

Did you ever attend any meeting of UE members at the time you 
were 2 member of UE which meeting was made up of members of UE 
known to you to be Communists, in order to caucus as to what you 
would do at the UE election? In other words, did you ever par- 
ticipate in a caucus of UE members, who were known to you to be 
Communists ? 

Mr. Rocerson. The members of Local 277 which I belong to, run 
their union. The final decisions are theirs. 

Mr. Doytn. But did you attend a caucus of members of the UE 
known to you to be Communists ? 

Mr. Rogerson. That question is too vague to answer. 

Mr. Doytez. It is not very vague. 

Mr. Rocerson. Because I am a member of Local 277, I meet with—— 

Mr. Doyte. Yes. 

Mr. Rocrrson. I ama member of Local 277, sir. 

Mr. Dorn. Yes. Did you meet in a caucus of members of Local 
977 known to you to be Communists in order to discuss and determine 
what the union should do? Now, that is not vague or ambiguous. 
Even your lawyer will tell you that. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Rocrrson. It is too vague and I refuse to answer it, and I will 
take my privileges and also T will use the Wa tkins amendment——— 
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(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Rogerson (continuing) .—decision. Iam sorry. 

Mr. Doyiz. That is all for the witness. 

Mr. Arens. The next witness, if you please, Mr. Chairman will be 
Philip Westley Lefavour. 

Please come forward. 

Mr. Dorie. Will you please raise your right hand and be sworn? 

Do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth and nothing but 
the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Leravour. Ido. 


TESTIMONY OF PHILIP W. LEFAVOUR,' ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
ALLAN R. ROSENBERG 


Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself by name, residence, and oc- 
cupation. 

My. Leravour. Philip Lefavour, 37 South Terrace Street, Beverly, 
Massachusetts. Occupation, a machinist. 

Mr. Arens. Where are you employed ? 

Mr. Leravour. United Shoe Machinery Corporation. 

Mr. Arens. You are appearing today in response to a subpena 
which was served upon you by the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities ? 

Mr. Leravovr. Iam. 

Mr. Arens. And you are represented by counsel ? 

Mr. Leravour. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Counsel, kindly identify yourself. 

Mr. Rosrnperc. Allan R. Rosenberg, 209 Washington Street, 
Boston. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Lefavour, are you now or have you ever been a 
member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Leravour. Mr. Director, I think that is an invasion of my 
rights of association, guaranteed under the first amendment of the 
Constitution, against any inquiry by yourself. 

Mr, Arens. Is that the only reason that you 

Mr. Leravour. The relevancy of my associations to the subject mat- 
ter that you are pursuing is decided in the Watkins case. 

Mr. Arens. Is that the only reason you give? 

Mr. Leravour. First amendment and the Watkins case. 

Mr. Arens. I should like to explain to you the pertinency of the 
question. 

The Communist Control Act of 1954 precludes certification by the 
National Labor Relations Board of any organization which is found 
by as Subversive Activities Control Board to be Communist-con- 
trolled. 

It is our information, sir, that you are and have been a member of 
the Communist Party; that you have been active in UE. If so, it is 
pertinent to the inquiry of this committee to ascertain the facts, so that 
this committee can go back to Washington, D. C., and appraise the op- 
eration of the Communist Control Act of 1954, which is just now be- 
ginning to get into operation administratively. 


1 Voucher for witness fee signed ‘‘Philip W. Lefavour.” 
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Now, sir, kindly answer the question. 
ee you now or have you ever been a member of the Communist 

arty ¢ 

ie Leravour. I decline to answer that question for the reasons 
stated. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest 

Mr. Leravour. Plus—Just a moment, if you want to pursue it fur- 
ther—plus the guarantees that I have under the fifth amendment 
against giving you any information that may tend to expose me, de- 
grade me, or any such things as are noted in the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Arens. Let us get that clear on this record. We are not trying 
to expose you or degrade you. Wearetrying to get facts. 

Do you honestly apprehend, sir, if you told this committee truth- 
fully whether or not you are now or ever have been a member of the 
Communist Party you would be supplying information which might 
be used against you in a criminal proceeding ? 

Mr. Leravoor. I am not apprehensive of furnishing any informa- 
tion that would necessarily find me guilty of any crime because I have 
committed no crime, but I am apprehensive of the use of some wit- 
nesses that this committee can whip up that I cannot possibly meet, 
causing me to go through expensive and bothersome litigation, which 
I think satisfies the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that the witness 
be ordered and directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Doytr. I direct you, Witness, to answer the question. It clearly 
is pertinent and proper, even under the Watkins case. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Leravour. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully decline on all grounds 
that I have previously stated to the Director. 

Mr. Arens. Give us your educational background, please, sir. 

Mr. Leravour. Primary schools, Somerset, Pawtucket, Rhode 
Island; Marlboro, Mass.; Salem and Beverly, Mass. A year anda half 
of high school in Beverly, trade school in Beverly, which is a voca- 
tional school to train machinists, and Suffolk Law School. 

Mr. Arens. You have an LL. B. degree in law, do you not? 

Mr. Lrravoor. I have. 

Mr. Arens. Now, sir, I should like to display to you a document. 
It is entitled “Affidavit of Noncommunist Union Officer,” signed 
Philip W. Lefavour, filed pursuant to the National Labor Relations 
Act. 

“T am a responsible officer of the union named below. I am nota 
member of the Communist Party or affiliated with such party. I do 
not believe in, and I am not a member of nor do I support any organi- 
zation that believes in or teaches, the overthrow of the United States 
Government by force or by any ilegal or unconstitutional methods. 
United Electrical, Radio & Machine Workers of America, UE Local 
971, Philip W. Lefavour.” 

This is signed and sworn to before a Notary Public, February 9, 
1951. Kindly look at that document, if you please, sir, and see if you 
could not accommodate the Committee on Un-American Activities by 
verifying the authenticity of your signature. 

(Document handed to the witness.) 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 
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Mr. Leravour. Mr. Director, I will decline any comment, under the 
Watkins—under the first and under the fifth, any comment whatso- 
ever on that affidavit. 

Mr. Arens. Did you tell the truth when you affixed your sig- 
nature under oath to this affidavit ? 

Mr. Leravour. I decline for the same reasons. t 

Mr. Arens. Would you accommodate the Committee on Un-Ameri- 
can Activities by giving us now, a copy of your signature, so there may 
be a comparison with the exhibit which I have just displayed to you. 

Mr. Leravour. I don’t believe that I am obliged to furnish even my 
signature. 

Mr. Arens. Were you under date of February 9, 1951, the day on 
which you signed this document, a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Leravour. I decline for all the reasons which I have previously 
enumerated to discuss that affidavit in any of its respects. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that the docu- 
ment which I have just displayed to the witness be appropriately 
marked and incorporated by reference in this record. 

Mr. Doyir. May I ask: Is that affidavit sworn to? 

Mr. Arens. Oh, yes it is, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Doytx. Before a Notary Public or someone equally qualified ? 

Mr. Arens. Yes, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Doyte. It will be so received and so marked. 

(Document marked “Lefavour Exhibit No. 1” and retained in com- 
mittee files.) 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever made a passport application ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Leravour. Yes, I have, sir. 

Mr. Arens. And when did you make a passport application ? 

Mr. Leravour. The closest I can give you would be the month. I 
think it wasin April. 

Mr. Arens. What year, please, sir? 

Mr. Luravour. 1951. 

Mr. Arens. I should like to display to you now, if you please, sir, 
a photostatic copy of your passport application, and see if you would 
not be kind enough to accommodate the committee on Un-American 
Activities by verifying the authenticity of your signature ? 

(Document handed to the witness.) 

Mr. Leravour. I will acknowledge that. 

Mr. Dortz. You acknowledge that? May we understand that you 
say you would acknowledge that signature as yours? 

Mr. Leravour. Yes, I do. 

Mr. Doytr. Thank you. 

Mr. Arens. Where did you seek to go when you made this passport 
application ? 

Mr. Leravour. When I made the passport application, I made it on 
the knowledge that I had a trip that should have included six coun- 
tries. That was the information that I got. The names of the six 
countries were not given by me because they were not yet determined. 

Mr. Arnns. What were those six countries you were going to go to? 

Mr. Lzravour. The only country I knew about at the time was that 
we would go to France. 

Mr. Arens. No,no. What were the six countries? 

Mr. Leravour. That eventually were decided on? 
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Mr. Arens. Yes. 

Mr. Leravour. I believe they included France—I mean, that was 
a tentative schedule—it wasn’t fulfilled. France, Czechoslovakia, 
Russia, Poland, Italy, and England. 

Mr. Arens. And for some reason or other, only France appears 
on ian passport application. Can you give us a word of explanation 
on that ? 

Mr. Leravour. I have given it to you once and I will give it to you 
again. I think if you listen carefully you will get the gist of it. 

At the time I made application for the passport, the only knowl- 
edge I had was that this trip was going to be arranged to include six 
countries, although those countries had not been scheduled. I was to 
go to France and from France they were to make arrangements with 
some other country to take us. When we got there they were going 
to try to make arrangements with another country of our own selec- 
tion to take us. 

Mr. Arens. Did you know or learn, prior to the time of your de- 
parture from the United States, that you were going to go into coun- 
tries other than into France ? 

Mr. Leravovur. Did I learn from the United States? 

Mr. Arens. No, sir. Did you learn? Did you acquire knowledge 
prior to the time that you left the United States that you were, on 
your trip, to go into countries other than France? 

Mr. Leravour. I knew that I was going into countries other than 
France, but I didn’t know which countries. 

Mr. Arens. Did you notify the State Department that you had to 
revise your plans a little bit, that you decided not just to go to France? 

Mr. Leravour. That is not what I told the clerk when I filled out. 
the application. She wanted to know how I was going. 

Mr. Arens. No. Let usstay right on the point here. 

Mr. Leravour. I am getting to your point, if you would like me to 
clear it up. 

Mr. Arens. Let us start over again. On your application that you 
filed on April 16, 1951, with the State Department, you told them you 
were going to take a little visit to France, didn’t you? 

Mr. Leravovr. I did not. 

Mr. Arens. It is on your application. 

Mr. Leravour. That was the only destination I knew for sure I was 
going to go to. That was where I was going to land and start from. 

Mr. Arens. That was the country to be visited, and you wrote down 
“FHrance”; is that correct ? 

Mr. Leravour. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. All right, sir. The next question is: When did you 
learn you were going to visit some countries other than France? 

Mr. Leravour. The specific countries I learned over in Paris, the 
day after I arrived there. 

Mr. Arens. When did you learn that you were going to visit some 
country other than France? 

Mr. Leravour. Without knowing the identity of the country ? 

Mr. Arens. Yes. 

Mr. Leravour. I knew that at the time I had my passport. 

Mr. Arens. Did you know it as of the time you filled out this ap- 
plication ? 
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Mr. Leravour. Yes; and I so instructed the clerk. She said: “What 
countries?”, and I said “I don’t know.” 

(Document marked “Lefavour Exhibit No. 2,” and retained in Com- 
mittee files.) 

Mr. Arens. Kindly tell this committee under whose auspices you 
took this trip. 

Mr. Leravour. Do you mind if I refer to this note here? 

Mr. Arens. Go right ahead. é 

Mr. Leravour. The Committee to Survey Labor Conditions in 
Europe. 

Mr. Arens. Who asked you to go? 

Mr. Leravour. I can tell you who he was, and he had some con- 
nection with the committee. He was a local representative, but I don’t 
know just what his capacity was—a fellow by the name of McCarty. 

Mr. Arens. Do you remember his first name? 

Mr. Leravour. Robert McCarty. 

Mr. Arens. Did this [American] Committee to Survey Trade Union 
Conditions in Europe pay your expenses ? 

Mr. Leravour. I believe the committee paid for the round trip 
ticket from New York to Paris. That was my understanding. 

Mr. Arens. And by what route did you go? 

Mr. Leravour. I went over by BOAC. 

Mr. ArEns. Who accompanied you on the trip ? 

Mr. Leravour. Nobody. 

Mr. Arens. Who joined you when you arrived in Paris? 

Mr. Leravour. The balance of a delegation who had gone over 
either one or two days before me. 

Mr. Arens. Did you recognize people in the delegation whom you 
had known prior to the time of your arrival in Paris? 

Mr. Leravour. The entire delegation were strangers to me. I had 
never seen any of them. 

Mr. Arens. Could you tell us the names of some of the people in 
the delegation whom you met while you were in Paris? 

Mr. Leravour. I think I can remember some of them. 

Mr. Arens. Was Irving Velson one of them ? 

Mr. Leravour. Irving Velson? I don’t recall any such name on 
that delegation. 

Mr. Arens. All right, sir. When did you take this trip, the first 
part of the trip, when you went by BOAC? 

Mr. Luravour. It started the 28rd of April. 

Mr, Arens. Tell us what arrangements were made after you got 
to Paris for you to go on the next lap of your trip. 

Mr. Leravour. When I got to Paris the delegation sat down one 
afternoon and laid out the tentative trip. This was agreeable with 
the majority of them but not to myself, and that is where they decided 
they would like to go to Czechoslovakia, Poland, Russia, Italy, France 
and England. That followed, I think the purpose that was announced 
to me, that before I left, that we should go to three Marshall Plan 
countries and three non-Marshall Plan countries for the sake of mak- 
ing a comparison of the situation of the working people of these 
countries. 

Mr. Arens. Did you go with the delegation beyond Paris to 
Czechoslovakia ? 
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Mr. Lreravour. I went to Czechoslovakia and I went to Russia, 
and there I left the delegation and I came back by myself. 

Mr. Arens. Who paid your expenses from Paris to Czechoslovakia ? 

Mr. Leravour. I am only guessing at this, but I understand that 
when we were in France, the French union footed the bill. When we 
were in Czechoslovakia, the Czechoslovakian union footed the bill, and 
likewise in the subsequent countries. The unions in the respective 
countries paid the expenses. 

Mr. Arens. Did you notify the American Embassy in Paris that 
you were going to travel from France, behind the Iron Curtain, into 
Czechoslovakia ? 

Mr. Leravovur. I don’t believe that it is necessary, to answer your 
question. 

Mr. Arens. I didn’t understand. 

Mr. Leravour. To answer your question, we didn’t doit. At least, I 
didn’t do it, because the restricted places of travel were enumerated on 
the passport, and I think the only restrictions I can remember of was— 
might have been—was it Bulgaria at the time? 

Mr. Arens. How many people were in the delegation in Paris, ap- 
proximately ? 

Mr. Leravovr. I believe I can give you the exact number. I think it 
was eighteen, including myself. 

Mr, Arens. Who paid your expenses when you arrived in Moscow? 

Mr. Leravour. The AES. It isthe Soviet trade unions. 

Mr. eos Did the Soviet trade union people give you money, 
rubles? 

Mr. Leravour. No, they didn’t. 

Mr. Arens. Where did they put you up? 

Mr. Leravour. I can get this confused with the hotel in Czechoslo- 
vakia, the two hotels—one was the Imperial and one was the National. 
I don’t remember just which was which. 

Mr. Arens. Did you join in a statement or statements issued by this 
trade union delegation while you were in Moscow ? 

Mr. Leravour. Did I join in a statement ? 

Mr. Arens. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Leravour. Of what nature—what are you talking about? 

Mr. Arens. Any statement, sir, a statement by the delegation. 

Mr. Leravour. Do you mean like to the Russian Radio or Russian 

ress ¢ 
. Mr. Arens. To the world, from Moscow. 

Mr. Leravour. No. 

Mr. Arens. Wasa statement issued from Moscow by the delegation ? 

Mr. Leravour. That I don’t know. I left—well, I left there before 
they were half way through with their trip. I don’t know. 

Mr. Arens. Did you survey the trade union conditions in Soviet 
Russia ? 

Mr. Leravour. You’ve read this book, haven’t you? 

Mr. Arens. Would you kindly answer the question ? 

Mr. Leravour. Yes. But so that you will understand my answer 
I am going to recall to you in this book, to the extent of my survey it 
was on the theory 

Mr. Arens. Was on what? 

Mr. Leravour. On the theory of their setup. I didn’t have enough 
time to go around there to the factories and make an extensive visit. 
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Mr. Arens. You went all the way to Moscow to visit the factories 
and then after you got there you didn’t have time to visit them; is 
that correct ? 

Mr. Leravour. That is correct. 

Mr. Argens. Now, sir, while you were in Moscow were you a member 
of the Communist Party during this period ? 

Mr. Leravour. Mr. Director, this will be the third or fourth time 
that I have given you a direct answer on this type of question. It was 
the first question you asked me: “Am I now or have I ever been?” and 
I am going to decline now on the same grounds I declined the first 
time. 

Mr. Arens. Did you while you were in Moscow have time to ask 
them over there to show you the slave labor camps ¢ 

Mr. Leravour. That question was asked, but of course even in your 
book I don’t believe there would be any slave labor camps within 
the city limits of Moscow. And since I didn’t have time to leave there, 
I didn’t establish by myself, or at least settled for the answer they 
gaveus. Of course, they denied the existence of any slave labor camps. 

Mr. Arens. They said there were no slave labor camps? 

Mr. Leravour. That is correct. 

Mr. Arens. It isall American propaganda ? 

Mr. Leravour. That was their version, yes. 

Mr. Arens. Did you believe them ? 

Mr. Leravour. They gave an explanation. I said, “You must do 
something, you know, with the people that you can’t keep in line.” 
They said, “We have correctional institutions the same as you have 
jails in the United States.” Now, let me give you 

Mr. Arens. Did you ask them about the 20,000,000 people they 
have shot down, just mowed down like they were wheat in Kansas, in 
the course of the ascendancy of this awful thing called communism 
in Soviet Russia? Did you ask them about that? 

Mr. Leravoor. I didn’t ask them about that. 

Mr. Arens. That was not within the purview of your inquiry? 

Mr. Leravour. Was that the figure—20,000,000? f 

Mr. Arens. Approximately sir. 

Mr. Leravour. But it has gone up a lot since, I imagine? 

Mr. Arrens. Who in this delegation, to your certain knowledge, 
were members of the Communist conspiracy, who went on this trip ? 

Mr. Leravour. To my certain knowledge, being in a delegation of 
entire strangers to me, if I told you any name at all I think I would 
be violating the principles of fair play of this committee. I have no 
knowledge of any of them. 

Mr. Arens. I suggest you may want to read the hearings of this 
committee on that. About half of them have been identified, under 
oath, by live witnesses, as members of the Communist conspiracy. 

Now, sir; did you return by yourself from Moscow ? 

Mr. Leravovr. I did. 

Mr. Arens. And after you returned to the United States, did you 
join with the others in any kind of a statement respecting the condi- 
tions of the trade unions in Soviet Russia and in the Iron Curtain 
countries ? 

Mr. Leravour. No. The only statement I made was, I made my 
own report, and I believe that report, as far as I know, was never 
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collaborated in by the rest. Whether they joined in this one or not, 
I don’t know. 

Mr. Arens. Did you subsequently report to the State Department 
that, although when you left the United States you told them that you 
were just going to visit as a tourist in France, you happened to wind 
up in Moscow ? 

Mr. Leravocr. I think that formality was taken care of when I 
landed at Idlewild Airport. 

Mr. Arens. What happened to your passport when you landed at 
Idlewild Airport? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Leravour. When I landed at Idlewild Airport, I don’t know 
the name of the officer, but he checked where I had been. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that will conclude 
the staff interrogation of this witness. 

Mr. Dorie. General Kearney ? 

Mr. Kearney. I have no questions. 

Mr. Doyte. I have just two brief questions. 

Mr. Leravour. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Dorie. How long were you in Moscow or in Russia ? 
Mr. Leravour. Six days, sir. 

Mr. Dorie. Did you fly back to the United States? 

Mr. Leravocr. I flew—not directly. Do you mind a little explana- 
tion of why I left? 

Mr. Doyix. I wondered if you came by plane or by boat? 

Mr. Leravour. Oh, plane. 

Mr. Doyte. All the way ? 

Mr. Leravour. All the way, yes, sir. 

Mr. Doytx. The witness is excused. Thank you. 

Mr. Arrns. The next witness, if you please, Mr. Chairman, will be 
Mr. Benning Maskiewicz. 

Mr. Leravour. Mr. Chairman, would you care for a copy of the 
report I made? 

Mr. Dorie. No; we have several copies of it. 

Mr. Arens. Benning Maskiewicz, please come forward. Kindly 
stand while the chairman administers an oath to you. 

Mr. Doyir. Will you please raise your right hand ? 

Do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the whole truth 
and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Masxtewrcz. I do. 

Mr. Doytn. Thank you. 


TESTIMONY OF BENNING? MASKIEWICZ 


Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself by name, residence, and occu- 
pation. Sea 
Mr. Masxtewicz. I am Benning Maskiewicz 


Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I am not certain, and my recollection 


does not serve me accurately, whether I requested the chair to order 
the documents which we had been using with the preceding witnesses 
to be appropriately marked and incorporated by reference in the 
record. If I have not asked that and the Chair has not ordered, I 
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would suggest that they be entered according to their introduction. 

Mr. Doytz. They will be so marked and incorporated. 

(The documents referred to were filed for the record.) 

Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself by name, residence, and oc- 
cupation. 

Mr. Masxtmmwicz. I am Benning Maskiewicz. I live at 332 West 
45th Street, New York City. 

Mr. Arens. You are appearing today, Mr. Maskiewicz, in response 
to a subpena which was served upon you by the House Committee on 
Un-American Activities ? 

Mr. Masxtewicz. Right. 

Mr. Arens. You do not have counsel ? 

Mr. Masxtewrcz. No. 

Mr. Arens. You know under the rules of this committee, you have 
the privilege of counsel. 

Mr. Masxiewicz. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. What other names have you used besides “Maskiewicz” ? 

Mr. Masxiewicz. Benning Maskiewicz. 

Mr. Arrens. How do you spell it, please? 

Mr. Masxtewicz. M-a-s-k-i-e-w-1-c-z. 

Mr. Arens. Is that B-e-n-n-i-n-g? 

Mr. Masxtewrcz. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Maskiewicz, where are you employed? 

Mr. Masxiewicz. I work in a restaurant. 

Mr. Arens. Where ? 

Mr. Masximwicz. 22d Street and 4th Avenue, in New York. 

Mr. Arens. And where were you born? 

~ Mr. Masxiewrcz. I was born in White Russia, as is this country 
today, at the time it was Tzar Nicholas 

Mr. Arens. When did you come to the United States? 

Mr. Masxtewicz. 1895. 

Mr. Arens. Excuse me—when did you come to the United States? 

Mr. Masxiewicz. I came same time the Titanic sunk. It was 1912. 

Mr. Arens. Are you a citizen of the United States? 

Mr. Masxiewicz. No, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever applied 

Mr. Doyte. What is your answer ? 

Mr. Masxtewicz. No, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever applied for naturalization ? 

Mr. Masxrewicz. No, not yet. 

Mr. Krarney. Not yet? How long does it take you to apply? 

Mr. Masxrewicz. I have been here only 46 years, gentlemans. 

Mr. Kearney. You have been pretty busy. 

Mr. Masxiewicz. 46 years. 

Mr. Arens. Are you a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Masxrewicz. What do you want me to say, gentlemens? 

Mr. Arens. Just tell us the truth. 

Mr. Masxiewicz. I won’t answer, gentlemans, I am going to answer 
all questions for myself, but I not going to answer no questions about 
any individual or individual group. 

Now, I use my constitutional right of the first amendment. 

Mr. Arens. Have you another one you want to use 

Mr. Masxrewicz. Yes, and the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Arens. The fifth amendment? 
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Mr. Masxtewicz. That is right. 

ae Arens. Did you used to live in New Hampshire, Mr. Maskie- 
wicz ? 

Mr. Masxiewicz. That is right. 

ue ArENns. Over what period of time did you live in New Hamp- 
shire ? 

Mr. Masximwicz. I live in New Hampshire forty years. 

Mr. Arens. Where did you live in New Hampshire? 

Mr. Masxtewrcz. Oh, well, my address was Nashua and Hudson. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know a lady by the name of Carol Foster, Mrs. 
Carol Foster ? 

Mr. Masxrewicz. Well, I even decline to answer. 

‘ Mr. Arens. I don’t think she would care if you told us you know 
er. 

Mr. Masxiewicz. I don’t care if she knows it too. Why I care? 

Mr. Arens. She took an oath here yesterday and said while she was 
an undercover agent in the Communist Party at the behest of the Fed- 
eral Bureau of Investigation she knew you as a Communist. Was 
she telling the truth or was she in error ? 

Mr. Masxiewicz. Why I know if she tell the truth or she lie? It 
is not my business. 

Mr. Arens. Did she lie? 

Mr. Masktewicz. No. I don’t say. I only say I use my right, con- 
stitutional right of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Arens. Did you run an ice house in New Hampshire? 

Mr. Masxiewicz. That is right; yes. 

Mr. Arrens. Did you have the name around the community of 
“Benny the Iceman” ¢ 

Mr. Masxiewicz. That is right. They used to call me Benny the 
Iceman—everybody. 

Mr. Arzens. Did they used to call you that in the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Masxrewicz. My business was private business in Hudson, New 
Hampshire. 

Mr. Arens. We don’t want to know about your private business; we 
just want to know about your business in the Communist Party. 

Mr. Masxirwicz. That was the name of my business—Benny the 
Ice—Ben’s Ice. That was the sign of my trucks. That is why they 
call me “Benny, the Iceman.” That is the way then it originates. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that will conclude 
the staff interrogation of this witness. 

Mr. Krarney. Mr. Chairman? 

Mr. Dorie. General Kearney, have you any questions? 

Mr. Kearney. Yes, I have. I have not a question, but I have an 
observation to make of this witness, the same as I had of the other 
witness; that I am astonished, astounded at this character, who comes 
in and claims the protection of the United States Constitution. He 
has lived here for some forty years. 

Mr. Masxtewicz. 46. 

Mr. Kearney. He is not a citizen of the United States, and I would 
recommend that his case be turned over to the immigration authorities 
for immediate action. 

Mr. Doytz. I am sure we will all join you in that when we get back 
to Washington. ; 
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Why haven’t you applied for your American citizenship in over 
forty years? 

Mr. Masxrewicz. Gentlemens, this is the truth. This answer a 
truth answer which I will give you. 

Mr. Doyte. All right; tell the truth, then. 

Mr. Masxrewicz. All right. I work. I was busy with my work all 
the time, and raising my family, and that is all. I don’t run for no 
office. I don’t participate in any political outlooks; so I just work. 

Mr. Dori. You knew you could apply for citizenship by applica- 
tion, didn’t you? 

Mr. Masxiewicz. Any law in the Constitution of the United States 
you are forced to be a citizen or you got a right to live as American ? 

Mr. Doyie. How long have you lived in Boston ? 

Mr. Masxtewicz. I never lived in Boston. 

Mr. Doytz. How far is the courthouse from your home in New 
York City ? 

Mr. Masxtewrcz. Across the street, maybe. 

Mr. Doyir. You were so busy raising a family and working that you 
couldn’t walk across the street, is that right ? 

Mr. Masxtewicz. It costs $25-$30 or more. 

Mr. Arens. Did the Communist Party take any of your time? 

Mr. Masxtewicz. I worked in private industry. I wish to be 

Mr. Arens. Did the Communist Party consume so much of your 
time as to preclude you from walking across the street to the court- 
house ? 

Mr. Kearney. Mr. Chairman, I see no reason taking the time—— 

Mr. Masxtewicz. Fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kearney. —taking the time of this committee with this wit- 
ness here. 

Mr. Doytx. Witness, let me make this clear. You understand, do 
you, that we are going to recommend that you be deported—that is 
clear to you, isn’t it. 

Mr. Masxiewicz. Gentlemans, it is up to you. 

Mr. Doyix. You had no business coming to our country and living 
here for 46 years and making a living off us without becoming an 
American citizen. 

Mr. Masxirewicz. Mr. Chairman 

Mr. Doyiz. And being a Communist in the meantime. You ought 
to be ashamed of yourself. 

Mr. Masxiewicz. Mr. Chairman—so Polaski have no business to 
come to this country, But they not welcome here not they—Czecho- 
slovakia and Polask1. 

Mr. Kearney. I have heard enough. 

Mr. Dortz. You are excused. 

Mr. Arrens. The next witness is Mr. John Russo. Kindly come for- 
ward while the chairman administers the oath to you. 

Mr. Dortz. Do you solemnly swear you will tell the truth, the 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Russo. Ido. 

Mr. Dorin. Take the witness chair, please. 
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TESTIMONY OF JOHN RUSSO, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, GABRIEL 
KANTROVITZ 


Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself by name, residence, and 
occupation. 

Mr. Russo. Iam John Russo. I live at 5 Wellington Court, and I 
am a lithographer by occupation. 

Mr. Arens. You are appearing here today, Mr. Russo, in response 
to a subpena which was served upon you by the House Committee on 
Un-American Activities? 

Mr. Russo. Iam. 

Mr. Arens. And you are represented by counsel ? 

Mr. Russo. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Counsel, kindly identify yourself. 

x Mr. Kanrrovirz. Gabriel Kantrovitz, 294 Washington Street, 
oston. 

Mr. Arens. Give us a word about your education, please, sir. 

Mr. Russo. I went to grade school and 8 years of high school in 
Providence, R. I. 

Mr. Arens. I didn’t get your present occupation. There was a 
litle confusion here. 

Mr. Russo. Lithographer. 

Mr. Arens. Where are you employed ? 

Mr. Russo. At the Colitho Company, in Boston. 

Mr. Arens. How long have you been employed there? 

Mr. Russo. Approximately 2 years. 

Mr. Arens. Where were you employed immediately prior to your 
present employment ? 

Mr. Russo. At the Boston Solvic Air Division Company, in Boston. 

Mr. Arens. Are you now or have you ever been a member of the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. Russo. Gentlemen, I respectfully decline to answer that ques- 
tion on the following grounds— 

Mr. Arens. You are reading now from a prepared statement ? 

Mr. Russo. That is correct. 

Mr. Arens. Who prepared the statement ? 

Mr. Russo. Let me read the statement first. 

Mr. Arens. Tell us first who prepared the statement. 

Mr. Russo. I prepared the statement with the help of my counsel. 

Mr. Arens. Thank you. Proceed to read the statement. 

Mr. Russo. The first reason, because the resolution creating this 
committee is unconstitutional and vague, secondly, the question is not 
pertinent to any subject within the committee’s jurisdiction as spelled 
out in the Watkins decision. Third, this is an investigation which is 
exposure for exposure’s sake. Fourth, because it abridges my right 
under the first amendment, that it abridges my right to free and politi- 
cal associations, and so forth. 

Fifth, an answer to the question would be, and have a reasonable 
tendency to incriminate me, despite my innocence. 

Mr. Arens. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Russo. Gentlemen, for the reasons mentioned previously I de- 
cline to answer that question. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know a person by the name of Armando Penha ? 
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Mr. Russo. Gentlemen, for the reasons previously mentioned I de- 
cline to answer that question. 

Mr. Arens. Armando Penha testified here in the course of the last 
day or two that while he was an undercover agent in the Communist 
Party at the behest of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, he knew 
you as district youth leader of Communist Party activities and as a 
member of the Communist Party in this area. 

Was Armando Penha telling the truth or was he in error? 

Mr. Russo. I decline to answer this question, gentlemen, for the 
reasons mentioned previously. 

Mr. Arens. I respectfully suggest, Mr. Chairman, that will conclude 
the staff interrogation of this witness. 

Mr. Dorie. The witness isexcused. Thank you. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. John Hovan, kindly come forward. 

Please remain standing while the chairman administers the oath to 

ou. 
Z Mr. Doytx. Do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Hovan. I do. 

Mr. Dorie. Please take the witness chair. 


TESTIMONY OF JOHN G. HOVAN, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
WILLIAM P. HOMANS, JR. 


Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself by name, residence, and oc- 
cupation. 

Mr. Hovan. My name is John Hovan. I live in Providence, R. I. 
I ama chemical worker. 

Mr. Arens. Where, please ? 

Mr. Hovan. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully request that I don’t have 
to discuss that. 

Mr. Arens. You are employed at the Geigy Chemical Corp., are 
you not, sir? 

Mr. Hovan. May I consult counsel ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Hovan. Mr. Chairman, I do work at the Geigy Chemical Corp. 

Mr. Arens. You are appearing today in response to a subpena 
which was served upon you by the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities? 

Mr. Hovan. I am, sir. 

Mr. Arens. And you are represented by counsel ? 

Mr. Hovayn. I an, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Counsel, kindly identify yourself. 

Mr. Homans. My name is William P. Homans, Jr. I have offices 
at 1 Court Street, in Boston, Massachusetts. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever been employed in the textile industry ? 

Mr. Hovan. Mr. Chairman, may I before answering that question 
make a few remarks? 

This question of where one works—the way the questions are put— 
I was subpenaed to appear yesterday, so I attended yesterday’s hear- 
ing. The question makes it appear that where one works is something 
sinister, or 
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Mr. Arens. You know that isn’t so. We are asking you where you 
work 

Mr. Hovan. Mr. Chairman, may I proceed with: 

Mr. Arrns. —because you have been identified as a colonizer for the 
Communist Party. That is the sole and exclusive reason why you have 
been subpenaed before this committee. 

Mr. Dorie. I would like to make a statement to the witness, please. 

Mr. Hovan. May I proceed, please 

Mr. Dore. It makes it appear that that industry may have one or 
two or one or two dozen Communists in it. That is what we are inter- 
ested in. That is the extent to which identified Communists are in- 
filtrating industry in this country, including labor unions. Maybe that 
is your case—I don’t know. 

Mr. Hovan. Mr. Chairman, I have worked for a living all my life, 
since the age of 15. 

Mr. Doytr. Good. 

Mr. Hovan. The only reason I have ever had to work anywhere is 
because I wanted to live decently. 

Mr. Doytx. Good. 

Mr. Hovan. And the only way I can do it is, honestly, by working 
for a living. 

Mr. Arrens. Then be honest with this committee and tell whether or 
not you have ever been a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Hovan. Mr. Chairman, I decline to answer that on my constitu- 
tional privilege under the first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Arens. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Hovan. I decline, on the previously stated grounds. 

Mr. Arrns. Did you fight in Spain in the Abraham Lincoln 
Brigade ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Hovan. Mr. Chairman, could I have explained to me what that 
has to do with the present 

Mr. Arens. That would help identify you as a member of the Com- 
munist conspiracy, and part of the international Communist Party, 
because the Abraham Lincoln Brigade was controlled lock, stock, and 
barrel by the Communist conspiracy, and fought in Spain at the behest 
of the Communist operation. 

Now, please, sir, tell us whether or not you participated in the 
Spanish Civil War with the Abraham Lincoln Brigade. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Hovan. Mr. Chairman, I decline to answer that as not being 
pertinent to the inquiry. 
Mr. Arens. Now, sir, please tell us where you were born. 
Mr. Hovan. I was born at Callahan, Florida. 
Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that will conclude 
the staff interrogation of this witness. 
Mr. Dorxz. Mr. Kearney ? 
Mr. Kearney. IJ have no questions. 
Mr. Doyte. I have one question, Witness. 

I understood you to say just a minute ago that you had to work for 
a living ever since you were fifteen; is that correct ? 

Mr. Hovan. That is correct. 
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Mr. Doyte. Were you working on a salary while you were over in 
Spain fighting for two or three years? Were you paid a salary over 
there to support your family ? 

Mr. Hovan. May I consult counsel, please ? 

Mr. Doytir. Yes. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Hovan. I decline to answer questions on that subject, since I 
had declined to discuss the question. 

Mr. Doyue. I thought probably that would not be in the line of sup- 
porting your family, fighting over in Spain. That is why I asked 
you that question. 

Mr. Hovan. I was single at the time, sir. 

Mr. Doyte. You are excused. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, in view of the intention of the com- 
mittee to recess shortly, because of its very heavy schedule, we do not 
propose to call any other witnesses. 

Now there are certain persons who are presently under subpena, 
and I respectfully suggest that they be told that in view of the fact 
that they are under subpena, they are entitled to witness fees and the 
like. 

Mr. Bonora of our staff will be over here to my right in a few 
moments and be glad to accommodate those persons who will come 
forward with their subpenaes, who have not been heard. 

Mr. Kearney. Do you want to continue them under subpena? 

Mr. Arens. I do not think it is necessary now, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Doytr. May I say clearly to those who have been subpenaed 
and are in the courtroom and have not been called, we regret that 

ou have not, but on account of the weather, both here and at Wash- 
ington and the necessity for two of our committee members to return 
to Washington in order to be in Congress yesterday, we have been 
delayed in our work. 

We appreciate your patience in being here, and as you leave the 
courtroom, please sign your vouchers so you can be paid your legal 
fees. 

Before I make a few brief remarks, I am going to call on the very 
disinguished American, General Pat Kearney. 

May I ask please, the cooperation of every person in the room, 
that you not leave the room until we dismiss the committee. 

We will be out of here in just a few minutes, but I do hope and 
expect you will favor us with your presence until we dismiss this 
meeting. 

Mr. Kearney. I am not going to make any statement, Mr. Chair- 
man concerning the hearings, for the reason I understand we are 
going to do that to the press afterwards, but I do want to say this: 
that I appreciate the courtesy extended to the committee by the United 
States Marshal and his deputies, the Federal Judges for the District 
Court of the United States, the courtesy of the press, and all others 
connected with this hearing. . 

It is a revelation not only to come to Boston to present the wit- 
nesses in the light we have, and to show just exactly what is going 
on in this Communist conspiracy, but it is also a pleasure to thank 
those who have treated us so courteously while we were in the City of 
Boston this week. 
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Mr. Doyrx. I have made just a few notes here which I will refer 
to in my brief statement on behalf of the committee. 

First, I wish to call your attention to the fact which has not yet 
been emphasized in these hearings, that this subcommittee here in 
Boston these four days is a subcommittee of a committee of nine. 
This House Un-American Activities Committee is not a special com- 
mittee. It is a standing committee of the House of Representa- 
tives. It has been a standing, regularly qualified committee approved 
unanimously by the House of Representatives on many occasions ever 
since 1946. I will not take time to read the charter. It was adopted 
in 1946 and under that charter we are here, duly qualified, and follow- 
ing our legal requirements. 

I wish further to say: that this committee knew in advance that on 
account of lack of time here in Boston these hearings would be 
necessarily brief. We could not possibly cover the extent of the 
Communist operations in this New England area. But we believe we 
had knowledge, and we now have more knowledge from all reliable 
sources, of considerable extensive Communist Party subversive ac- 
tivities in the New England area, amounting to several hundred 
identified members in the Communist Party in the New England 
area. If we had time, therefore, we could call up to around 3800 
identified Communists in this area. To do so would have taken weeks 
of hearings, instead of just a few days. Furthermore, it would re- 
quire assignment of our staff to this area, whereas they have obliga- 
tions in other areas also. 

In the few days that we have been here, we believe we have had a 
fair sampling of several phases of Communist subversive operations 
in this area. 

What then has been accomplished, in our judgment, as a result of 
these hearings? These are some of the accomplishments: 

In the first place, we have seen repetition here in the New 
England area, of a pattern of Communist activities and techniques 
which verifies and confirms the very same pattern of secret and habitu- 
ally deceitful and subversive activities and tactics throughout our 
Nation. 

We also have brought forth reliable evidence proving that there is 
in this highly sensitive and important industrial area a Communist 
Party activity which should be paid more attention by the public 
officials, both municipal and statewide, in cooperation with the Fed- 
eral officials. 

More specifically, there has been developed here new and convincing 
evidence regarding the existing loopholes in the Foreign Agents Regis- 
tration Act, and other existing legislation, designed to identify and 
stem the flood of Communist propaganda that is daily reaching the 
shores of our Nation from Soviet Russia, and from other people, 
specifically doing it in cooperation with the Soviet Communist con- 
trol of the Soviet Republic in this cold war. 

And we wish to emphasize that this Communist subversive activity 
right here in the New England area and throughout our Nation is 
part of the cold war—it is not just merely propaganda—it is part of 
the cold war. There are no bullets being fired, but it is war neverthe- 
less. 
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There has also been revealed further reliable factual Communist 
underground strategy and tactics penetrating entirely legitimate and 
loyal organizations, church groups, labor groups, youth groups, 
schools, lodges, and public offices. 

There has also been revealed further definite information respect- 
ing efforts of the Communist conspiracy to penetrate certain vital in- 
dustries by way of colonization by Communists, many of whom hold 
high degrees in education, bachelors of science and engineers; and 
yet, fulfilling their Communist Party dedication, they take menial 
jobs, at far less salaries in sensitive industries in order to carry out 
Communist Party directives, than they could earn at the profession for 
which they are especially equipped and trained. 

We will take back to Washington for consideration by the Con- 
eress all the factual material here gained in connection with our 
study and consideration for the enactment of legislation. 

There is, however, a collateral result, which is very valuable and 
continuing, as a result of these hearings, which I believe will have 
a salutary and important effect on this entire geographical area. This 
should be a daily reminder for you folks who have the pleasure, privi- 
lege, and inspiration of living in this area, of the continuous Com- 
munist Party subversive threat, both day and night, not merely as a 
philosophical concept, but as a menacing dynamic force of intrigue and 
subversion, operating as part of the Soviet cold war against the Ameri- 
can way of life, which was, in fact, born right here within a mile of 
this building. 

We wish to thank, therefore, these two American citizens who gave 
up commensurate income and went to work for the FBI at a mere 
pittance in order to serve their country. We thank them for their 
helpfulness to us. 

Then, too, we wish to thank Federal Judge Francis Ford, the dis- 
tinguished Federal] Judge who occupies this courtroom and courteously 
turned it over to us. We thank United States Marshal Ralph Gray 
and all his most capable and thoughtful and helpful deputies. We 
thank, of course, Captain Daniel I. Murphy, Director of the Subversive 
Activities Section of the Department of Public Safety of this great 
commonwealth, and his very able staff, for helping our staff with these 
hearings. 

_And then, too, I want to thank the listeners in the courtroom for 
their courteous attention. 

And finally, I would like to express our unanimous and sincere 
thanks to all members of the press, radio, and television profession 
and fraternity. We noticed the thoroughness, accuracy and the very 
constructive way in which you have reported and shown these 
hearings. 

We want to thank, too, the large number of people who have written 
to us or who have sent us orally their expressions of appreciation for 
what the United States Congress is trying to do in this difficult field. 

Have you anything else, Mr. Arens? 

Mr. Arens. No; thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

(Whereupon, at 11:58 a. m., Friday, March 21, 1958, the subcom- 
mittee adjourned, subject to the call of the Chair.) 
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